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* MACBETH. ] In order to make a true eflimate of the 
aUthict «nd merit of a writer^ it it alwayi neceflairy to examine 
the genial of bis agc^ and the opinions of his contemporaries. A 

pocl who fliould now m.ikc ilic whole adiou of his tragedy depend 
upon cnclianimcut, j.ud produce the chief evcni) by ihc aiiiAancfr 
of iupernaiural agents, would be ccnfured a» traufgretling the 
bounds of probability, be banilbed from the theatre to the nurfery, 
and condemned to write fairy talcs inftead of tragedies ; but a furvejr 
of the notions that prevailed ai ihc time when play wuswiittcu, 
vill piovc that Sitaklpcate was in no danger uf fuch cculurcs, hucc 
he only torncd ibc fyAcm that was then univerlally admitted, to 
his advantage, aod was hx from overburdening the cjcduUty of 

his audicnre. 

The icality of witcbciaft or cucbaniment, which, ^bough not 
firiAly the fiime, are confounded in this play, has in all ages and 
countries been credited by the common people, and in moft, by 
ll;e learned ihcmfclves. Tlie phnntoms have indeed appeared more 
ficquentiy, in proportion as the darkncfs of ignoriince has been 
more grots i but it cannot be Cbown, .that the brightcft gleams of 
knowledge have at any time been fufiicient to drive them out of the 
world. The time in wiuch this kind of credulity was at h% heigbt« 
fecins to have been that of the holy war, in which the Chriflians 
imputed ail their deicais to cuchaotmcais or diabolical oppoUtiou, 
as they afcribed their fuccefs to the affiftancc of their military faints j 
and the learned Dr. Warburton appears to believe [SnppL If li# /a* 
troJuHion to Don Quixote ) that tlic It ft accounts of cnr hantmcnis were 
brought into this part of the world by ibofc who returned ftom 
their eailem expeditions. But there it always fome difhmre between 
the birth and matuiiiy of follv as of wickednefs : this opinion had 
loog exifled, though perhaps the appHcaiion of it had in no fnrc- 
going age been fo trequcni, nor the reception fo general. Olyin- 
piodoruB, in Photius's extradi, tells us of one Libaaius, who prac* 
tiled this kind of inlliury magic, and having promifed 'x,a>ptflir?JllS9 
M/rk ^CApttt Ivffffir, f» prtferm great timp •gmnjl tkt Bmrharimn 
wriHout foUirrs, was, at the inftancc of the emprefs Placidia, put 
to death, wiicu he was about to have ^iven proofs of his abilities. 
The emprefs fhowcd fome kindncfs in her anger, by cutting him 
off at a time fo convenient for bis reputation. 

But a more remarkable proof of the antiquity of this notion may 
be found in St. Chrylollom's book Je Satrrdotio, which exhihits a 
fceiM of eucbanimeots not exceeded by any romance 'of the middle 
age I he fuppdfet a fpelUtor overiooUog a field of battle«tteodcd 
by otte that points out all the various objeda of horror, the engines 
ofdcStuaion, and the arts of flaughicr. ^iKrv7» i'i irt Tttpk toit 

^t*AS^f<^spofxiVii(, Keit rtcLCMyottTeleCf S'vvufxiv KeCt iS'ietV, Ltt him 
iitn proceed to Jliou: kirn in the oppojitt armiu horjes Jljing ly enchantrntnt^ 
\fUUttmnJf9rUi iif^gkthtmr^ «ad tvtrj ptwtr and JoTtn oj maiic. 
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Whether St. Cbryfofllom believed that Tuch perfonnaiicei wert 

xtzWy to be fecn in a day of battle, or ooly endeavoured to enlivea 
hi» t)t.fcripuoT> , by adopting ilic notions of tKt vulgar, it is equally 
certain, that tuch uoiions were in his time received, and that there- 
fore they were not imported from the Saracens in a later agC) the 
wars with the 5aracen» however gave occafiqn to their propagadon, 
not only as bigotry naturally difcover^ prodigiet^ blU at the fctttC 
of adion u'.is removed to a great diliauce. 

The Rcfoi matron did not immediately arrive at its meridian, 
and though day was gradually iocrcaiiog upoo ut, the gobttoc of 
witchcr^fi (litl continued to hover in the twilight, (a the lime O^ 
<]ucen F.luahcih was the remarkable trial of the witches of Warboii, 
wbofe convidioo is ftill commemorated in an aanual fermon at 
Hnatingdon. But ia the reign of king James, in which this tra* 
Kedy was wiitten, many circumllancet coocunrcd to propagate and 
confirm this opinioci. 1 he king, who was much celcbtated for his 
knowledge, had, before his arrival iu England,. not only examined 
in perfon a woman accuMI of witchcraft, but had given a very 
formal account of the prafticei and illultoni of evil fptritt, the 
compaQs of witches, the ccitmonies ufed by them, the manner of 
detediiig them, and the juftice ol punifhiny them, in his dialogues 
of Damontlogie^ written in the Scoiiilh dialed, and publiAied at 
Edinburgh. This book wai, fooo after his fncceffion, reprinted 
at London, and at the,ready way to gain king James's favour wat 
to flatter his fpeculatiotjs, the fvflcm of Dirmcnoloffje was immedi- 
ately adopted by all who deiircd cither to gain preferment or not 
to lofe it. Tout the doArioe of witchcraft wot very powerfully 
inculcated ; and at the grcateft part of mankind have no other rea- 
iou lor their opinious than that ibcy arc in falhion, it cannot be 
<ioubted but thi& pciluaUuu made a lapid ptogreU, Uncc V'tnity and 
credulity co*opcratcd in its favour. The 'inlieftion foon reached 
the parliament, who, in the firft year of king James, made a law, 
hy which it was cnadcd, chap. xii. That il any perfon (hall ufe 
any invocatiuu or conjuration of any evil or wicked fpiiit s. or 
ihall coofult, covenant with, entertain, employ, feed or reward 
afty evil or cnrfcd fpirit to or for any intent or purpofe { 3. or take 
lip any dead man, woman, or cl)ild, out of the gi:ivc, — or the 
ikin, bone, or any part of the dead perfon, to be cuiployed or 
ufcd iu any manner of witchcraft, forcery, charm, or enchantment; 
4. or fliall ufe, pradife, or exercife any fort of witchcraft, forcery, 
charm, or enchantment; 5. whereby any perfon (hall be deftroyed, 
killed, waUcd, confumcd, pined, or lamed in atiy part of the body; 
6. That cvefy fuch perfon being conviued lhall fuilei death." ibis 
law was repealed in our own time. 

ThttS, in the time of Shakfpeare, was the dodrine of witchcralk 
at once eftablilhed by law and by the tafhion, and it became not 
tfuly uupolite, but criminal, to doubt itj and as prodigies arc 



alffsy&feen in prnportion n<; thry arc cxpc3cJ, tvierhcs were everf 
day dlfcoveted, und muUiplicd fo fad iu foi^e places, tliat biihop 
Hali mcotioot a village in Lancafhire, * where their nubiber wat 
greater than that of the houfes. The jcTuits and fcAariei took ad* 
vant?.ce of this univt rfal error, nu;i ciideavourci! co promote the 
iiuereil uf ilicir paiiio by pretended curct of pcrfoiu alilided by. 
evil fpirits; hot they were deteded and cxpofed by the clergy of 
tht eftablilhed church. 

Upon thii i;cneral infatuation Shakfpearc might be eafily allowed 
to found a play, efptciaily (ince he has followed with great cxact- 
ncfs fiich hiliorics as were theo thought true ; nor can it be doubted 
* t^atthe fcenei of enchantment, however they may now be ridiculed, 
vcre both by himfclf and bis audience thought awfol and affeAing. 

JOHNSOW. 

In the concluding paragraph of Dr. Johtifon's sdmirahle intro* 
dudioo tp Uu& play, be fcctns apprciicniive th«t the tame of SUak* 
fp«ire*t magic may be Endangered by modern ridicule. I Ikall noi 
liefitate, however, to predift its lecuricy, till our national tafte is 

wholly corrupted, and we no longer dcferve the HiH of .ill drama- 
tic enjoyments ; for fucU, iu my opinion at leail, lUc tragtidy of 
Macktlh. Steevxns. 

Malcolm 11. kinc; of Scotland, had two dau|^itcri. The eldeft 
yn* married to Crynin, the father of Duncan, Thane of the Ifles, 

nnd wellcm parts of Scotland; and on the death of Malcolm, 
•without male iflue, Duncan fuccccded to the throne. Malcolm's 
fecond daughter was married to Sincl, Thane of Glarais, the father 
of Macbab. Dnnttm, who married the daughter of Si ward, Earl 
of Northumberland, wat murdered by his coulin german,' Macbeth* 
in the cr.nic ol Iii\ crncf>, according to Buchanan, in the year 1040; 
according to Hccior Boethius, ir 1045. liocthius, whofe hiflory 
of Scotland was firft printed in fcvcntecn books, at Paris, in i326, 
thus defcribcs the event which forms the bafis of the tragedy before 
lUt ** Makbeth, beperfuafion of his wyfe, gaderit his friendis to ane 
counfall at Iiivcrncs, quliarc kync Ounrane happennit to be for y* 
tyme. And Lecaufe be fand fuliicicut opporiuaitic, it Juj>fn)ri of 
and otherit his friendis, he flew kyng Ouncane, the vii 
sefar of his regne." After the murder of DuncaOi M;:cbcth come 
with anc grci power to Scone, and tuk the crowne." Chroniilis of 
ScttUndf tranllated by Jolia Ucilcudeu, tulio, 1^)41. Macbeth was 

f tn 9kithtU L*ni€n Stuf^ 1599, it isfsid, thatno lefs thanfixhnndred 

■witches were exec uted at one tine : " — it i? evident by lli^ ronf^'llion of 
the lix hundred Scotch witches executed io Scotland ai Bartholomew 
tide was twelve month, that in Yarmouth road they werr all togi iher 
in a plump on Chiirttaas eve Wat f.vo vrarf, when the great flood was ; 
and there flirred up lui h torn id. >f :, nnd furi. tnocs of tc-.n n' lt'; , is w Ul 
, be lpbk«n ol there wbilR any winds or Uwims and icuipt.lts chalc •ind 
puff in the lower region.*' Btso. 
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himfi'ir fl.iin by MacdufT in the year infir, afCorHin^ to Hoclhius; 
accoiuiu]< lo Uui^iunaii, la 1067; at wiiicii ttiuc king isdw.ird the 
Confeflnr poffefled the throne of England. Uolinflied copied the 
hiHory of Botchius, and on Holinfhed't relation Sbakfjpearc formed 

his pKiy. 

Iii the rei^n of Duncan, B.mquo having been plundered by the 
people of Lothaber of fome of the king*i revenues, which ht had 
c«>lledcd« and being dangcroufiy wounded in the atfV«y, the perfooi 

concerned in ihis outrage were fummoiied to appear at i rertain 
day. But they jlew the Jtr^eani at arm who fuuimooed them, and 
chofc one Macoowalo ni their captain, Macdowald fpeedily 
colleAed a coafiderablc body of forces from Ireland and the WeAem 
Ifles, and in otie adion gained a vitlory over the king's army. In 
this battle Malfolm, aScoitifh nobleman, who w.is ( I lys Rocihius ) 

Lieutenant to Duncan in Lochabcr, " wja iiaiu. AUcrwardt 
Macbeili and Banqoo were appointed to the command of the armyi 
and Maidowald bcin>; obliged tO take refuge in a ofllcin Luchaber, 
firfl Gcw his wife and children, and then hirafelf. Mjcbctit on 
entering the critic Huding his dead body, ordered his head to be 
cut off, and carried to the king, at the caQle of Berflia, and his 
body to be hung on a high tree. 

At a fubfcquent period, in tlie laft year of Duncan's reign, Sucno 
king of ^orwav, landed a poweiful army in Fife, for the purpofe 
of invading ScAlaud. Duncan Immcdiatel)* affembled an army to 
Appofe him, and gave the command of two dtvifions of it to Mac- 
beth and Ranquo, putting himfelf at the head of a third. Sucno 
was fuccc-f&ful in one battle, but in a fecond was routed; and after 
a great Daughter of his troops he cfcaped with ten peifons only^ 
and fled back to Norway. Though there was an interval of time 
between the rebellion of lifacdowald and the invaiiou of Sucno, our 
nviihor has woven tliefe two adion^ together, and imtnediaccly afiet 
Sucito's defeat the prcfent play coinmcuces. 

It is remarkable that Buchanan hat pointed out Macbelb's biftory 
as a fubjcS for the ftage. »» Mulla hie faiulnfe jKiiaia uojlrorum 
ajjingunt ; Jed, r^uia iheatris aut MUrJiis fahulis funl aptiora qnam hij' 
ioria^ ea oniitlo, Rerum Shot. Hi.st. L. Vll. ftut there wa» 
no tranflation of Buchanan's work till after our author's death. 

Tlus tragedy waft wiitten, I believe, in (he year 1606. Seethe 
notes at the end ; and An 0Uimft tO MftirUU tki ordif Sh^kjftmf'i 
//ajij. Vol. U. Maloni. 
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Persons reprcfcnicd. 

Duncan, King (^/Scotlaod : 

Malcolm, 1 , r 
DonalbaiD, j ^" 

Macbeth, 1 Qg^aU ofihe King's army. 

Ban quo, J ^ o ^ 

Macduff, 
Lenox, 

Menteth / J^obUmen of Scotland. 

Angus, 
Cathnefs, 

Flcance, Son in Banquo. 

Siward, Ejrl r)/ Northumberland, General of the 
^ EngliOi forces: 
Young Siward, hs So7j. 
Scyton, an 0//iccr attending on Macbeth. 
Son to Macduff. 

/In En2,Hfh DoQor, A Scotc h DoBor. 
A Soldier* A Potter, An old Man* 
Lady Macbeth/ 
Lady Macduff. 

Gentlewoman attending on Lody Macbeth. 
Hecate, and three Wilches. * 

Lords^ Gentlemen, Officers, Soldiers, Murderers, 

Attendants, and Mrjfmgersn 
The Ghojl of Banquo, and fcveral other Apparitions* , 

SCENE, in the end of the fourth oH, lies in Eng- 
land; through the refl of the play, in Scodand ; 
and^ chiefly, at Macbcth's cnflh. 

' LaJj yJacif'h. ] Her name w»s GrtmU, Sce Lord HaiUlll 
Aoaalt oi ScoUaud, 11. 33a* Rit&on. 



MACBETH. 



A C T i. SCENE I. 



An open plaee^ 

Thunder and Lightning. Enter thret Witches, 

1. WfTCH. When (hall wc three meet again 
hk thunder, lightning, or tri rail) ? * ' ■ * 

9. Wricn. When the hurlyburly's done/ • 
When the bauie's ioft and won :f 

' — kurljiit'lys'' ] However mean this word may fcem to modern 
cart, it came recommended to Sbalcfpcare hy the autboriiy of Henry 

Peacham, who in the year lb^^ publifhed a book profeflTing to treat 
of the omamtnts of Ianc;uage. It is called the Garden of Floquence, 
and has this pafTage. **■ Onomatopeia, when wc invent, dcviic, fayne, 
and make a niame imitating the fowad of that it Ogaifyetb, as 
kurlikurfy^ for anif^rertand tmmmituus JUfn" Henderi6n. 

So, in a tianflation of H#r«iiMa, laopo: i635» p. a6: 

*^ there wai a mighty kurfyhirfy in dit campe,** lie, 

igain* P* '^4 : 

*♦ — — great kurlikurlits being in all parts of the empire,*'Scc. 

Rtto. 

* Whtn Iki battlt'i lojl and won : ] i. e. the battle, io which 
Matbctb wai then ehgaged. WAiBiniTOM. 

So, in King Richard 111 : 

— — while wc reafon here, 

" A royal battle might be won and loJI." 
So alfo Speed, fpcaking of tl>c battle of Towtna: " — by wljich 
only (iRtagetii, it was coadaatly averred, iltt bdiile and day 
was lojl and mn,- Chronicle, i6iu Malome; 
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S MACBETH. 

t 

* 

3. Witch. Thar will be ere let of fun.^ 

« 

1. Witch. Where the place? 

2. WiicH. Upon the hcathx. 

3. Witch. There to meet with MacbeCh.^ 

* »i ■■ I ir« /«! #f /m. } %1ie old copy aBneccflarily tod hwOilI 
mdi-^ 

ere tki fct of fun. Silfmns. 

* 

* Thfre to mrtt wtih Machtk.] lllUf llie ol4 COpy. Mr. PopC, ' 

9Dd| aficr liitii, otbcr cdiiuis: 

Thert I jjo to metl Macbeth. 

# 

The infrnion, however, ft-enii» to be iojudicious. To mett witk 
Jischetk mnu the final drift of all the w^tchc^ in going to the heath, 
fttd not the pellicular bufinefs or motive of any one of them in* * 
diilincliun ItOrn the ttft ; as the inicrpolauil woids. / go^ in the 
lAoiitb of the Uiiid wiuii, Vkoukl mod Cci Uiuly imply. 

Somewhat, however (at the vcifeii evidently impeifcd ) muft 
have been left oat by the tranfcfibcr or pointer. Mr. Capcll has 
therefore propofed to remedy . this defe^, by reading*.— 

There to meet with brave Macbeth. 
Rut liirely, to beings intent onlv on milchicf, a (o\VicT*t 
bravery iit aa honefi cauie, would iiave been no lubjcd ot en- 
comium. 

Mr. Malone (.omitttog all previous remarks, Sec« on this palTagey . 
affnres us that — ♦* Tkrte, h here ufed as a diffyllable."* I wifh he 
had fuppovicH his afTenion bv (ome example. 1 bofc however, 
ivho can rpc^k. the line ihus rc^viiaicd, auu luppofe they are reciting 
H vetfc, may profit by the direAion they ha%e received. 

The protioun «« thrtr,^ having t«ro vowels together, aiay be 

fplit into two fyllables; but the adverb there" can, only b< 
ufed as a monofvlhible, nnlcfs pronounced if it were writtci 

ihc-rc," a licence in which eve^ Chaucer bai not indulgid 
hiiAfelf. \ 

It was convenient for Shalcfpeare's introdudory fcene, that hit 
firfl wiich (hould appenr Urunlhu^lc-d in hir iniflion. Mad fhe not 
required information, the audience mutl have remained ignura»t of 
vhat it was neceflary for them to know. Her fpeecbes thei^foro 
proceed in the form of iutcrrogatorits ; but,, all on a fuddcO, an 
anfwer is givirn to a queHion which h.id not been afkcd. Here 
feems to be a chalm which 1 ^atl attempt to fupply I v the intio- 
du&ioD of a lioglc pronoun, and by diffributing ttic iiitiiei.o routi- 
laicd line, among the three fpeakcrts 
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MACBETH, . 



1. Witch. I come, Graymaikin ! ' 
All* haddock calls - Anon. 

3. Witck. There to mctt with*- 
1. yviuh. ' Wkomf' 

9, mui,^ ' Macbeth. ' 

, DiAinA'fa^lieft have now been aflbrded to the three neecffaTjp 

COq'uiries — H Sen — U A#Tr— ant! y.hcm lUc witches v.'cre to inect« 
Their conference receives no injury from my iDCeriioa and ur4^ange- 
mcDt. On. the coniraiy, the dialogue becomes more regular and 
'confiBent, as each of the bag* will now have.fpoken Uriee^ (n 
magical nutuber) before they join in utterance of the concluding 
woiJs wfiich relate only to ihemfelvcs. — I Ihould add, ihal, in ihc 
(wu prior lullanccs, it is alfo the fecood witch who fuiuiihes dect* 
five and material anfwert ; and that I would give the words*^** I 
come, Giaymalkin !*' to the third. Bv afEftaoce from fuch of 
our author's plays as had been publiflied in quarto, we hnve often 
4eie^ed moie important errors in the folio 162 3« which, u^uckily, 
foppliei the moft ancient copy of UachU, SrisVENt. 

7 m Grtyifaliin !\ from a little black-letter book, eatitled, 

Boi fjre the Cal, lbS^. I find it was permitted to a Witch to tak» 
on hfT a cattti lody nint twin. Mr. Upton oblcrvcs, that, to un- 
dctliand this paflage, we ibould iuppofe one tamiliar calling with, 
the voice of a cat, and another with the cfoaMng a toad. 

Again, in Ntwn from Scotland, Sec. (a pamphlet ^of which the 
reader will find the entire title in a future note on tlii^ p'-'y] • 
**>MorcOver (he coufclled, that at the lime when his oiajcltie was 
^ in Deomarke, fhee beeing accompanied with the parties before 
fpectally mentioned, tooke a caf and chriftencd it, and afterward 
bound to cnch part of that eat the cheefcft parte of a dc ;d ruan, r.nd 
fcvcral j^Oyntcs ot bodic, and tliut in the uighl fuUowiug the faid 
was cottvayed into the middeft of the fea by all thefe witchei 
dirfiog in their liddles or cives as is aforcfaid, and fo left the tiiid 
ffl/ right btforc ilic tovwne of Lciili in Scothiul. 1 his doone, there 
did atifc fuch a tcmpcft in the fca, as a greater hath not bene 
.ftene," kc. STrrvENs. 

V P»dJ»ek calls .•—Sec.] This, with the two following lines, 

la given in the folio to the three Witches. Some preceding cdi* 
tors have .Tppropriated the fuft of them to t!ic fccond Witch. 

According lu liic late Dr. Uoldfmitb, and foinc other naiur.ilifts, 
a /rof is called a'}adJoei in the North ; as in the following infiance 
Uk Cit/ariMd Pomp'y^ by Chapman, 1607: ' 

** «>~jPe4f4<«ciM, todcs, and waterCoakes.** 



10 MACBETH: 

Fair is Foul, and foul is" fair : • 
Hover through the log and filthy air. 

[Witches vanijii. 

In Shakfpeare, however, it certainty means a toai. The re« 
prcfenutioD of St. Jamct ia the wiiches' houfe (one of the fet of 
^rinu taken from the painter called HttUfli Brmtgtt, t566) exbibiu 
witches flvine up and doAvn the chimney on brooms; and before 
the lire ill ^fimnHin and paHdock^ i. e. a cat nnd a tondy with feveral 
bahoom. 1 heie is a cauldron boiling, a witch near it, cutting 
ont the tongue of a fnake, as an ingredient for iht charm. A re- 
prefcntaiion fomewbat Gmilar likewile oc curl in Ntmti jftmSft* 
UnJ^ kc. a pamphlet already quoted. SrrtVF.NS. 

Some fay, they [witches] can iLcepe devils and fpirits. 

In the likenefs of todes and eat«.** Stoi*« Di/uvirj of WUekctoJt, 

[1584.1 Book I. C. iv. TOLLET.' . 

• Fair is fnul, and foul is (a'r ;] i. e. we make thcfc fudden 
changes of the weather. And Macbeth, fpcaking of ibis day, fooa 
after fays : • 

•5a /aal nd fmr m Uf J lava nal fin, Waibvkton. 

The common idea of witches hat always been, that they had 
abfolute power over the weather, and could raife florras of any 
kind, or allay them, as they, plealed. In confoimiiy to ibis uotiou, 
Macbeth add reflet then in the fbartb aft t 

7 hnu^k jou unlit tkt mnds, ^c. StSIVEMS. 
I helieve the meaning i«, that to mj, perverfe and 4naligfiant at 
we aie, jair tj ^011/, imd fuui is J»ir, JOHNSON. 

This exprcfBon feemt to have been ptatrerbial. Spenfer bat it 
In the 4(h book of the Fatty Quttn: 

Then /air gr4mj9uU and /m/ grm /air in fight." 

f aauER. 
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MACBETH. II 



SCENE IL 

■ 

A camp near Fores.- 

Alarum within. Enter King Duncan, Malcolm, 
Don Ai RAIN, Lenox, witji atUndanls, tnceling a 
bUedtn^ Juldur, 

Dun. What bloody man is that ? He can report. 
As Icemeth by his plight, of the revolt 
The new^ Aatc. 

Mal. This is the fcrgcant, * 

W ho, like a good and hardy foldicr, fought 
'GaiiiU my captivity ; — Hail, brave friend ! 
Say to the king the knowledge of the bro^l. 
As thou didft leave it. 

Solo. Doubtfully it ftood ; ' 

* flu is Hi fcrgcant,] Holiiilbcd U the beft iqterpreter of Shat* 

fpcaie in his hiilorical plays; for he not only takes h'xi fads fiom' 
hitn, but ofien his very words and expreflTionit. Tliat hilloTian, ill 
his account of Macdowald's rebellion, mcniionii, that on ilte firft 
appearance of • mutioout fpirit among the ptrople, the king fent a 
/erfeMt s( arms imo Uie country, to biin'^ up the chief oiFeDders to 
anfwcr the charge preferred agninft them; but they, iiiHc^id of 
obeying, mijujrd Ikt mtjftnftr tvilk fuadrj ftproatkn^ and Jtnally 
JUm kim. This Jn grant mt srms it ceruioly the origin of the hluiing 
Jngtwi Imrikduced on the prcfcnt occafion. Shakfpeare juft caught 
tkt name fioin Holinflicd, but the reft of the ftory not f'.iting hit 
purpofe, he does not adhere to it. The flage-dircflion of enirancc, 
where the klttding captain is uicuiioned, wa<> probably the work of 
the player cditon, and net of the poet/ StbevknA 

^ D9uttfulty it Joodi] Mr. Pope, who Initodueed the epithet 
hug, lo afTiH the metre, and reads — Doubtful /"^c ftooil, — ha» 
thereby injured (he lenfe. U the comparifon was meant lo coincide 
in all circumflancei, the flrugglc could not be hug. I read— . 
Doabtfully U ftood ; 
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As two fpent fwimmers, that do cling together, 
And choke their art. The mercilcfs Macdouwaid^ . 
(Worthy to be a rebel ; for. to that, * 

The muhipl)ini; villainies of nature 

Do Iwarm upon him,) from the wcftem ifles 

Of kcuiCi uiiJ Gallow^laCTcs is lupplied ;^ 

The old copy bat — DoublfuU— fo that my addiiioa cooiiAs of 
but « Cagke letur. Stcbvim. 

* HLmtdMwU 1 Thus the old copy. According to 

'Holiafhcd we ttipuld read — H»titwld, Steevens. 

So alfo the Scottifh Chroniclet. However, it is pofTibte thnt 
Slmkfncare tniijhi have prrlerfcd ihc name thai ha* hccii lui flilMtcd, 
as belter founding, li appears from a iubfequcm It cue ihai he bad 
atienttvcly. read Ho1io(hcd*t a'ccouQt of the murde^ of king Duff, 
bv DonwH% Lictttenatu of the caflle of Fores; in conic .ii^ncr of 
which he miqhi, ntiicr from iuadveit^cc or choice, iiave hore 
wri lien — Mot ,1 '.waiH. Ma i o e . 

^ lo Sccj i. c. in mddition lo that. So, ia Troiiut Mkd 

Cfffda, Aa I. fc. i : ^ 

•*Thc Greeks are ftrong, and fkllful /• their ftrength, 
** Fierce to ihcir Ikill, and to iheir fierccncG valiant." 
The foldicr who dcfcribes Macdoowald, fecms to mean, that, im 
addition to ku mffumtd ikar^der oj rthl^ kt Bktnnds with Ikt nkim- 
r^tu twmtits tt wMek «i«a, t» kis Miwr^l J^tt^ if lUkU, 

Steevims. 

* jrom the wrjlfrn i/les 

Of Ktrnti and (ialiou glajfei is fupplied ;] Whether fupfliti 
for fupptitd from or wtll, was a kind of Grecifm of Sbakfpeare*f. 
CNprt (hoa } or wheilicr of be a corruption of the editors, who 
took K'Tnrs and Gatl(nr^laJ[fs, which were only lij^hi and heavy 
armed luui, lo be the names of two of the wcAern iOand's, I don't 
know. Hiwe tnnjtBnrte vigcrm ethm mdjithni arm» qudtdmm Hikir^ 
Htcc, G»llicis M/tfvil /imilia, jtculo nintirum ptditum levit armmiw^ 
fUtt Kcrnos I'Piant, nec nr>n ['.nrfif loiidr ffTTf<r pfdilum illorum 
gfavioiis armaluKT, ^hoi Galloglaliios afptUant, Warxi Aoti^. 
Hibcr. cap. vi. WARBUHTOli* 

OJ and witk are indifcrimiiuteljr iifed by oal aaeioat wii« 

ters. 

'So, in The Spnnifli Tra^r'^y: 

rcifocin'd oJ pUaluie by your fon the prince/^ 
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Aad foTtane, on his damned qnarrel fmiling,' 



Again, in Htvtngt agnin/l Murdtr^ tfift. vi: SypontttS 

in the mean time is prcpaicd of two wickcct gondnliers," &C» 
Again, in Thr HiJIvrj of flfhas Knight of tht Sxtn, b. I. no date: 
4* — he was well garuilhed 0/ fpear, fword, ^nd arrooure/* &c; 
TbeCe are a few out of a thoufanil infUncet which might be broaght 
to the fame puqiiofe. 

Knntt and Gft^lowglafes are charadeii/ed in the Lcf^cnd of JSfgvr 
Al#r/mfr. See The Mirror for Maz:!'r jtes : 
..—the CmliowgU/st the Kerne, 
Yield or not yield, wbooi fo they uke, they flay." 

SrrEVFXf. 

The old copy has Gallow-gr0ffu» 'Correde^by the editor of the 
fecond folio. Malone. * 

1 And Jortwu^ 9n kis dmrnrnd quarrel Jmilingy] The oM copy hal— 
fVcrryi but I am inclined to read quarrel. Quarrel was formerly 
ufcd for cauff, or for ike ocrafion of a quarrel, and is to be found in 
that fenfe in Holioihed's account of the (lory of Macbeth, who, 
apon the creation of the prince of Cumberland, thought, fays the 
liifloriao, that he had o jufi ^marul to endeavour after the crown. 
The fenfe therefore ii, F§rtwu /miting m 4m tmfhlt wft^ Ice* 

Johnson. 

The word quarrel occurs in Holinfhcd's relation of this very faft, 
and may be regarded at a folficient proof of lit having been the 
term here employed by Shakfpearet Out of the weftern ifles there 
came to Macdowald a great mutlitudc of people, to afTift him in 
that rebellious quarrel." BcAdes, Macdowali's quarry (i. e. game] 
aniift have coafifted of Drntmrn's frwiit, and would the fpeaker thta 
liave applied the epithet — damMtd to them? and what have the 
fmiUs of fortune to do over a carnage, when we have defeated our 
enemies i* Her buiincfs is then at an cod. Her fmilcs or frowns are 
BO longer of any eonfequeoce.. IVfe oofy Calk of thcfe, while 'n^e 
are purfuing our feerrcf, and the event of It is nncertain. 

The reading propofed by Dr. Johnfon, and his explanjiion of 
at, are firongly fupported by a pafiage in our author's King 

*• ■ ' And put bis eaufe and quarrel 
"To tfie difpofintj of the cardinal.** 
Again, in this play ol Macbelk .* 

— -and the chance* of goodnels, 
Be like our warranted quarrel.'* 
Here we have warranted quarrel, the CXaft oppofiU Of dvnt^ 
^uarrtl^ ai ihc but is now regulated. 
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Showed like a rebers whore But alPs too weak : 
For brave Macbeth, (well he deferves that name,) 
Difflainm^ fortune, With his brandifh'd (led. 

Which Imok'd with bloody exccuiion, 
l>ikc valour's niinioTi, 

Carv'd out his palTagje. till he facM the flave;' 
And ne'er (hook hands,'' nor bade iaieweii to him, 

« 

Lord Bacon, in his Fffays., ufcs the word in the fame fcufc : 
*' Wives arc young inen"s mifU. Uci, companion!, for middle age, 
aoU 0ld men's uuifes ; io as a uiaa may have a i^uarrcl to auiry, 
wbtn he will. Malomi. 

' Sk^^d lili * rebel's utkon :] I fuppofe the meaning U, that 
forivme, while fhe fmiled on him, deceived him. Shakfpeare 
probably alludes to M<icdowald's hrft fuccef^ful adion, elated by 
which he attempted to purftii hi* fortuae, but loft his life. 

MALOiia. 

• Like valoitr'j minion^ 

CsTv'd ant kis f^Jfagt, till kt Jt'i tit Jlnt jj The oU copy 
* tcads— » 

Like valoof't miaion, canr*d out hit paflage 

Till he fac'd ihc Have. 
As an hcmiHich rauft be aJmilled, it fcems more favourable to 
the mcirc ih.it it Qiould be tound wUcre it is nuw left — Till ke 
jac'i the jla»9<t could never be* defigncd as the begioniog of a vcrTe* 
if harmony were at all attended to in its conllra^oo. STBEVftMl* 
Liit valour's minion,] So, in Kingjoku: 
— — fortune lhall cull forth, 
*• Out of one fide, her happy Aiiaiea.** Maloni . 

* And ne'er ieadi, Ice. The old copy reads — If ltd mvV. 

SrEEVENt* 

Mr. Pope, inftead of o/hick^ here and in many other places, 
tcids — wk9» Bui there is no ncea. of change. There ts fcarcely 
one of our author's plavs in which he has not nfed wAicA for wAf. 
So, in Tkt Whtir's tmitf ihe old Ihepberd, wAicA ftandt 

by," 8cc. Malone. 

The old reading — IVkick never^ appears to indicare that fome 
antfccedeat words, now irretrievable, were omiited in the piay- 
houife maanfcript; nnlefs the compofitor*s eye had caught wAicA 
Irotn a foregoiag line, and printed it inftead of /Ind. iVkiek^ in 
the prtfcut inftmcc, c:.anoi well have been fiibfluutcd for whf, 
becaufe it wiU refer to the jUvs Macdoacl, iujtcad of tua coutjucror 
Macbeth. STiivjMt. 
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Till be imfeamM liiin from tl;c nave to the cL ops,' 
And hx'd his head upon our baiilenicncs. 

DuM. O, vaiiaul couixa I wuiihy ^enileman ! * 

* - kt unjiamd Aim jrom the nave to Ike skof$y] Wc feldom 
htmt of fuch terrible croft blows given and received but by giaots 
and mifcicaiiis in Amadis it Ctult. BcGdct, it mud be a ftraogO 
aukward ftinke tliat could unrip him upwards fcOA tht nmfti tO 
tbc c4o/i. Bui Siuklpeare ceitainlv wrute : 

_i# wnjtawti km Jr§m tit nape to ikt tk§ps» 
i. cut his fliall in two | which night be done hj « Highlander's - 
fword.' Thif was a reafonabte blow, and very naturally exprcfTed, 
on fuppoling it given when ihe head of the wearied combaiant was 
reclintug downward! at the latter end ol a loug duel. For the napt 
it the binder part of the neck, where the vtrUkrm join to the bone 
of the fliull. So, in CwuUmu! 

«* O ! that yon could turn youl cfet towards the aa^M of 
youi necks." 

The word wnftmmti- likewife becomes very proper ; and atludct 

tq ' the fuiurc which goes crofs the crown of the head in that di« 
region called the fulura fagiUalis ; and which, conlequenily, muft 
be opened by iuch a liroke. It i% remarkable, thai Milton, who in 
bit youth read and itifitatcd our poet much, particularly in his 
Caasi, was mifled by this corrujpt reading. Pot in the manufcHpt 
of thai poem, in Ttinity-CoUege library, the Ibllowiof lives ara 
lead thus : , 
Or drag hitn by ihe curU, and cleav$ kU /c^lp' i 
Dfwa t§ iki kippetn ' > 

An evident imiiaiion of this corrupted paflage. Bnt he altered 

it with belter judgement to : • ^ 

to a foul death * • 

•* Curs*d as bis life/* Wakboiton. 
Tbc old reading is certainly the true one, being jufiifieo by M 
paffage in Dido Qjieent of Cartka^f, by Iho. Nafh, iS^s 
1 bcD from the n»vtl lo ihc throat at once 
He ript old Priam." 
So likewife in an ancient MH. ensiled Ti» lair •/* Aaaffiif, 
ikmt is dtptd MtfJIcr of Garni: Cap. V. " Som mem hauc fey hyoa 
iliue a man fro tht knt up t9 tki kftjt^ and Ac bym all iUike dedt 
at o flrok." SxeEveNs. 

Again, by the following paflage in an nopttbliQicd play, entitled 
tkt tVifci, by Tbomat Middlcton, in which the fiiaia wound it 
defcribed, though the Hrokc is reverfed : ' • ' 

Draw it, or I'll rip ihce down from mci lo NAVEL, 
«« Tbougb there's fcnaH gloty ia't.'* Malomju 
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Sold. As whence the fun 'guis his reflexion^ 
Shipwrecking dorms and direful thunders break ;^ 

So from thac f^riug, whence comfort feem'd to 

come, 

Diicomfort Twclls/ Mark, king of Scotland, 

mark r 

No foouer juiiice bad, with valour arm'd, 

^ Is whence Ikt Jm *gins his rfjlrEllon — "] The thought is ex- 
prtilt 1 with fojuc obrcmitv. but ihc plain mraniiij^ i» this: A$ 
tut jatat quatttr^ xuktnct tkt blfjjini; of day-iigkt arifet, jomftimti Jtjkdl 
•St if m dum^Jul mtrft^ tki f«/Mii/iV« tf fiorm mtd Umftjls ; fo tkt 
^flMIM tPtni of M0clelk"i viflory^ ufkici promt/td fW the comforts of 
feacf, was immtdiattlj Jucctedtd Ij the alarmivtr ntws of Ike Nor^ 
Vfijian invmjion. The natural hitlory of ilic winds, &c. is foreign 
to ih* expUnatioQ of this pjH'age. Shakfpeare does not mean, in 
conformity to any theory, to fay that liurins f^emtally come from 
tJic ci(l. If it be allowed that tliev lomelimc* illuc frooi ibal 
quarter, it is (utlicieut.for the purpoic of his coiuparifoa. 

* Steevens. 
.The aatunl htftory of tlic winds, *%c. wa« sdly ioiroduced on tbit 
occjdon bjr Dr. Warburton. Sir William Davcn.-:nt*$ reading of 
thio pafTage, in nti nitcraiion ot diis play, publiihcd io quartO« ia 
1674, aliurds a rcilunably good coranicni upou it : 
t*But then this day-break of o^r^vidory ' 
*' Serv'd but 10 light us' into Vilher daogtrs, 
'Ih»i /priag (1901 wb«n«e.onr hopes did feem to rife." 

Maione. 

— thunders break;] The word break i& wanting in the oldcft 
copy. The other folios and Rowe read— ^rMlitr^. Mr. Pope made 
the c meodatioii. St r « v • . 

B'fai, which wa* fiiiii;citcil by ihc rcafling nf the fecond folio, 
is vci V uuiikcly to have been the word omitted in the original copy. 
It agrees with thunders ; —but who ever talked of the IrMlta^ of a 
Jloimf Malone. 

The phrafc, I believe, is fufficifoily common. Thus Dryden ia 
4U Jot Uvc^ kc. Ad I : 

»» —I the Roniau camp 

Hangs o*er as black and thr«at*iiUig, tike zjtm 
\* Jttft ^rtakhg o'er our heads." SretviMt. 

• Diicomfort JwtU».\ Diftemjwt tfte oatuntl oppofile to tmftri, 

JoamON. 
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Compeli'4 tlic^c fl^-ipping Kernes to truil their 
heels ; 

But the Norweyan lord, furveying vantage, 
With iurbiih'd arms, and new fupplies of meoi 
Began a ire(h aifanlt. . 

Dun. DifmayM not this 

Our captains, Macbeth and-Banquo? 

Sold. Yes;* 
As fparrows, eagles; or the hare, the lion. 
If I {ay (uoth, 1 mufl report. they were 
As caunoiu overcharged with double cracks;' 

* 

^ Our (tpuins^ Maehiik snd BaufUQj 
Sold. , Tts ; ] The reader cannot 

fail to obfcrvct that fome word, ntccffary to compltte the veife, 
has b«cn omitted in the old copy. Sir T. Hanmer r<adt« • 

Our eaptainsy biave Macbeth, kc. Steevens. 

' As cannons overcka'i^'d vitk double cracks; 8cc. ] That is, with 
double charges ; a mitonymy of ihe ciicd for ihe caufc. Hi aim. 

Mr. Theobald ha» endeavoured to icuprovc the fcafe of thi» paf* 
filge, by alicrin^ the punAuation that: 

• ikty Wirt 

As cannont ovtrchatf^' it ; witk io%hli ttMiki 

60 tktj redoubled ^lokei 
He declares, with Tome degree of csultation, that he has no idea of 
% tannon ckaigtd with douhU crmtlt$i but furely thegrc^t auilior will 
not g.iin mucli by an alierjtion which tnakcj him fay of a hero, 
that be redoubles Jttokes tvtlk, double, cracks^ an cxprcfiiOQ not more 
loudly 10 be applauded, or more eafily pardoned, thao that which it 
rcjeded ia its favour. 

That » cannoy\ is charf^'ci witk thunder, ot witk double Ikundtrs^ 
niajr be wriiiea, not only without oonfenfe, but with elegance, 
and sothiag elfe is here meani by cracii, which io the time of ihi» 
ivriur was a word of fuch craphafis and dignity, that io thii play 
he terms the general diflblution of nature the crocl $j doom. 

Johnson. 

Grack n ufed on a iimilar occafioiKby fiarnaby Googje, m his 
Cm^Ui Conqutud, 1S6S: 

The canon's ersckt begins to roore 

*' And darts full thycke they flye, 
** And covcr d thyckc the anuycs both, 

And ftamde a couatcr«ikyc« " St££VBNS. 

Vol. XL C 
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So they 

Doubly redoubled flrokes^ upon die foe; 
Except they meant to bathe m reeking woundi, 
Or memorize another Golgotha,' 
1 cannot tell; 

But I am faint, my gafiies cry for help. 

Dun. So well thy words become thee, as thy 
wonnds ; 

They fmack of honour both: — Go, get him fuT« 
geuDS. . [£xi/ Soldier, aUended, 

Again, in ihe old play ofKingJokn^ 1391, and applied, at here, 
to ordnance: 

tt as harroleft and without cGTed, 

** At is the echo of a cannon's crack." Maionf. 
* Dtuily redoubUd Jirokts kc. j So, in Kinf Mukard II : 
And Ici Cby blow*, uinkM^ 
Fall,** Sec. 

The irregularity of the metie, however, iaducct me (o bclicvt 
our author wrote — 

«« they were 

** As cannoni overcharged with double cracks, 

Doubly redoublinjf ftrokcs upon tl'c foe. " SxrEvrNS. 
^ Or TOcmorize mnctktr Golgol^a^] Ihat is, or nialtc another 
Golgotha, which (hould be 'celebrated and delivered down to poU 
tctily, with ti frcqocnt mention a* the firft. Hfath. 

The word WMMTtK, which fome fuppofc to have been coined bjf 
Shakfpeare, it ured by Spcnfer an a fonnei to lord Butkhurftprc* 
£xed to his FafioiaU^ >^79> 

ht ^oe I thiol(.e« right bononrabie lord, 
•* By this rude rime to mtmorite ihv name. " T. Warton. 
The word is likewife ufcd by Drayton; ai d by Chapnuui, in hit 
tranflatioQ of tLe fccood book of Homn^ i.SgS: 

— — which let thy thoughts be fare to wmtriw. ** • 
And again, in a copy of verfes prefixed to Sir Arihnr Gorgei't 
tnaflation of Lucan, 1G14: 

01 them whole zd» they mean to mmortu* " 

Steevsms. 
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£nUf Ro8S£.^ 

Who comes here?* 

MaL. The worthy thane of Rofie. 

Lln. What a haAe looks through his eyes! Sd 
IhoQld he look. 
That feems to fpeak things ilrange. ' 

* £n/rr RofTe. ] The old copy — EtttcV Rofle and Angus: but as 
only ihe thane of Rode h fpokcn to, or fpeaks any tiling io the 
remaining part of this fccac » and at Duncan cxpicfiei himfelf in 
tb« fiagular number, — , , 

.Whelice caai*ft worthy thaoe? 
Jugiu m.iv be conHdered as a fuperfluous char^kAer. Had his jpre- 
fcnt appearance been defigned, the King would naturally have lakCA 
(ome notice of him. Sr£LV£NS. 

It is clear from a fubfequent paffapc, that the entry of Afigiii 
Vras here dcfigned ; for in fccne iii. he ^j^Aia ctitcis with Roiic, and , 

are feilt 

To give ilice from our royal maflcr thanks." Malone. 
Becaufe Jiojt i.ua Angus accoaipauy each othei >o a fub[e(]ucQt 
icene, boct it follow that they oftakc Ibeir e^tnulcc together on U»« 
prcbiii occalioo^ STiBVENt* 

. * Wkt €9mfs here ? ] Tbc latter word ii here employed as a diC 
fylbble. M ALONE. 

Mr. Malone has already direded Ui lo read— -Tlrrr — as a di0yl. 
lablc, bat without Yupportiog hit direAion by oae cxanple of fucli 

a pradice. 

1 iufped that the poet wrote — 

Who li t cotue:> here .-' ur — But who comes here ? StbeVIHI* 

' So JhoutJ hf look^ 

TUl fcciiis to Jft^k ^^^"S* Jf^^S** ] The meaning of this paf- 
f«^, as it now Aands, is, /o JhtiUd ki hoky ikmt looks »$ if kt tol4 
ikiogt firmngt. But Rofle neither yet told ftrange things, nor could 
look js if he toUl ihcra. Lenox only conjcdured from his air thst 
1»C had Uiange thiols to tell, and therefore undoubtedly laid: 
Yfkot o kalie looks tkroutk his tjts! 
UJknU U /Ml, tkot teemi f/fUk Ikhp Jhtnsfi: 

G 9 
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RosSE* God favc tbe king! 

Dun. Whence catn'ft thou, Worthy thaoe? 
RossE. From Hfe, great kiog. 

Where the Norweyaa banners flout the Iky, ^ 

He looks like one that is big with foincthing of impoilance; a me* 
Uphor fo <iianiral that it it cveiy day ufed ia comisoo difcoarfe. 

JOHNfOH. 

Mr. M. Mafon obfcnres that the tneatiing of Lenox is, So 
(hould he look, who fecms as if he had (Irange things to fprak. '* 
ihe following pallagc in Tkt Ttmfifi fccm* to ailoid uo uaapt 
comment upon this: 

M ...pr^ythce, fay on: - 

The fettinn of thine eye and check,' proclaim * 

A rnaiie* fro ii t i €*—•** 
Again, in Atr,^ Ruhard It: • • 

Men judge by the complexion of the Iky, Sdc. 
So may you, by my dull and heavy eye, 
My tongue bath but a heavier tale to fay." Stuveks. 

f\at feems to /pf»k thifit*s Jlranj^i. ] i. e. that feems ^^^cul ro 
fpeak Hiatigc ttiin-^s. Our author himfelf furnilhr"; \is with tlie 
beli coiniucul ou tais paltak^c. In Antonj uad Citojiaiia^ we uicec 
with nearly the fame idea: 

The bttfioels of thir man itikt ni df Am. ** Malonb. 

* > flooi the flc}^ ] The banner* may be poetically defcribed 

as waving in wktiktrf or itfant* of the flty. So, in it. Edward Him 

** A&d new leplenifh'd pendants ruff the air, ^ 
And beat the wind, that for their gaadiaeft 
*^ Struggles to klft them.V 
The fetife of the pafTage, however, collcdively taken, is this.— 
Wktre the triumphant Jiutier of tkt Notwijuh Jiaadards vtntiUtts or 
(fls tAt ffldiirs «h9 Ud htn kfttd Ikrougk tktir tfftrU ($ /t€Ufi 
Jmek nttmtr$iu irop^u 9fj9id«Tf, Stibvemb. 

Agidn, in King Jokn : 

Mocking the air with ttlturs id!y fpread. ** 
This paflagc has perhaps been inifunderftood. The meaning 
feems to be, uot that the Norwcy.-.n batmcrt proudly infulted tbe * 
fltys but that, the ftandardt being taken by Dancan*t forcct, and 
fixed in the ground, the colours idiy flapped about, fcrviag only 
to cool the conqueror*, inflcad of being proudly difplaycd by their 
foimer poQetiors. The line in k,Joku^ tbcicfore, is ihemoUper* 
M comnient on this. Malomb* . 
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And fan our people cold. ■ 
Norway himfclf, with terrible numbers, 
Aililted by that mofl didoyal traitor 
The thane of Cawdor, 'gan a dilmal conflift: 
Tiil that Beilona's bridegroom, iapt ia proof, ^ 
Confronted him with feif-comparifons/ 
Point againfl point rebellious, arm 'gainfl arm^ 
.Curbing his lavilh fpiric And, ta conclude. 
The vidory feU on us . f . 

Dc7N. Creat happlnefsl 

Ro8$E. That now 
Swcno, the Norway s* king, • craves compofition; 
Nor would we deign hin^ burial of his men, 

* And fsn onr ptafilt told, 1 In aU probabilit)r tome wprds tba^ 
fendercd ibu a complete f erie, have beco omitted ; a lofs more fre« 
qucntly to deplored in the prefent tragedy, ' tbao perhapi ioanj 
other of jihakf^eare. Ste£VEN«. 

• Till that Btllonas bridegroom, laft in proof,] This paffagc 
may be added to the many others, which fhow bow little Sbak-:^ 
(peare knew of ancient mythology. Hfnlev. 

* ^ ' 

Our author might have been raifled by HoUnfliccl, who, p. 567, 
fpeaking of A'in^ Htvy V. Cavi — He declared that the goddeflie 

baiiell, called BtHnm^* Sec. Ice. Sbak(f earc, therefore, haftilijf 
fonclttded that the Coddeft of War was wife 10 ibe God of it* 

LMpt h pr*oJt iit defeaded by armour, of pioof. aTEKViiit, 

7 Conf/ontid him fttf^fmp^ftU^ ] Ifty kim, in ihit verle, 

ii meant Norway; as the plain condrufiion of the Englifh requires. 
And tfic afriftancc the Ikane 0^ C«u' ./or had given Norway, was un- 
derhand i ^which RoITc and Angus, indeed, bad difcovered, but 
was onttoown to 'Macbeth;) Cawdor bcine in the eoort all thi^ 
while, as appeatr frpm Angus's fpce^h to Macbeth, when he mecit 
bim to faluie him with the title, and infinuaies his crime tO bc. 
lining Ikt Ttbtl with hidden kelp and 'v*nU^t. 

, mlk felf-comparifoBS, ) t. e. gave him as good as h% 
brought, (hew'd he was. his equal. Warbortoh. 

* riel aew 

Sweoo, iit Nirtuays' khgt] The prefent irregalaritjr of metr^ 
^nducet me to believe that** owiae was o.nly a mar|ioal refjereacCi 
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Till he dinjurfed, at Saint Colmcs' inch, * 
Ten thouland dollars to our general ufe. 

Dun. No more that thaac of Cawdoi (hall de- 
ceive 

Our bofom intercH: — Go, pronounce his death, ^ 
Aad with his rormer title greet Macbeth, 
ROSSE. ril fee it done. 

Dun. What he hath loft, poble Macbeth hath 
won. [Exeuni. 

iftjudiciouHy M^qI^ into iht texts snd Ihit tlw lise Qtiginall/ 

Aood thus: 

Thai aow the Norwayf' kiog craves compofiiton. 
Gonld it h«vc bceo neceflary for RofTe to tell Duncan the mib« 
of hit old enemy, the king of Not a\ ? Stf.fvens. 
' Saini Colmey' inch,! Ctlus* is to be confidcred at a 

diflyllable 

Co/no. iRcA, now called Jnekcomby i» a fmall ifland l}ing in the nrth 
of Edinburgh, with an abbey upon il« dedicated to Si. Columb ; 
called bv Camden !ick Colm^ ot The (jIt 6j Cfltmktt, Some of the 
modern rditnrs. without auihorityt read— 

5<iia/ itOlmts-kiLl ijlt : 
hot very erronc^ufly; lor <i:$lmi$* lad, and C^lmMU, are iwo 
dUFerent iflandt; the former Iving on the eaftem coaft, near the 
pbre where the Danes were defeated ; the l;<tter in the weftero feat, 
being the famouk iooa> one o( the Hebridet. , 

HolinOicd chut relates the whole circoaiflaoce t Tl# Dtmti ikttt 
ijc^4^ mttd got §ntt io tkttf Jt ips^ ohttinii of Makbeth for a great 
furnme of uold. that fuck of their fiiends as were flaine, might be 
■iuTied tn Siiat Lolmis inck. In mcmorie whereof m«n; old fepul- 
tures are yet in the faid 7sci, tliere to be fcene gravn with the 
armes of the banes.** /acA, or /8/lh«, in the IriQi and Erfe Ian* 
guagcs, Ggnifief an ifland. See Lkuyd's Archm^UgiB. Steevens. 

* ^rsa0aa<« ku dtatk,] The old copy, injuiioully to metre, 
reads — 

— -prontMU lit prefent ML Srmuit. 
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SCENE HI. 

" Thunder. Enter ike three Witches, 

1. WncH. Where haft thou been* iifter? 

2. Witch. Killing fwinc* 

3. Witch. Sifter, where thou?' 

1. VV.1TCI1. A iailor's wife bad chefnots in liet 

And mounchM* ^nd nioiinch*d« and moaDcb*d :~ 

Giv€ me, quotbl: 
Aroint ihie, witfh! * At rump-fed ronyon' cries. ' 

hj thrtt WUtkiSt Ice. mrtmigntd at Cktlmuftrdt Ut Sftx^ &c. 1579. 

tl. 1. i2mo. Item, alfo fhe came on a lyme to the houfc 

of one Robart Latbburic kc wUo dillxk.ing her dcalvng, fent her 
knu tmftiti bat prefcntly aficr her dcparmre, his ko^gts jtll ^^k^ 
mni iitd, to t^e number of twentic.*' Stbevems.^ 

* t. Witch. Witn W thou ktim Jijirt 
1. Witi^h. KUIiag fmnt. 

3. W'iicJi. SiUer, where thou?] Thus the old copy; yet I 
canool help fuppofing that ihcfe three lpceche», coUcdively taken, 
were meant to foriA on« vctfc, as follows: 
I. Wiltk, Where haft been, lUlcr! 
s. W'iUk. HtlUng fwine. 

. 3. IVittk. Where ihou ? 

If my fuppoQiioa be well founded, there is as Hiile reafou for 
preferviog the ofeltft /Am in ihc firft Une, as the repetition of 
in the child, SlBBViNt. 

4 Aroint ikti^ wild.'] Artint, or avaunt, begone. POPI. 

Ill one of the folio editioni the rcailiag is — Anoini iktt^ ia 
a feafe very coufiflent with the common account of witches, 
%fho are relete4 to pccform «ftny fupcraaiural ads by the nacans 
onguenUi and paxticnlarty to iiy tbrougii the air to th« 

c 4 
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Her hafband's to Aleppo gpne, mailer o'the Tiger : 



placcf where they meet at their helUili feftivals. In thii fenfCi 
fntht ihu, mttk^ will mcao, Atp§j^ mUk^ t§ ytwr inftmml rnffm* 

Hy. This reading 1 was inclined to favour, beraufe I had met 
with t!)e word ariji'n/ in noo.htr niiihor; till lr)okitift into Hcarnc'*' 
Collcdions I found it io a veiy old drawing, that he has pubUthcd, 
in which St. Patrick it repiefented irifiting heU, «nd putting the 
dcvib into great confulioo by his prrfeocc, of whom one, that i» 
4riving ti e damned before Mim with a prong, has a Lbcl ifliing 
out of hii m.iuili with ihcfc woids OLT OUT Arokct, of vvSich 
the Uft is cvidcnily the fame wilh aroint^ and ufcd in the Umc icafe 
^ as in this paffage. Johnson. 

* Hjnt j§u wllril, ^uotk Bejfe Lotktt U kit «i«<i«r, it a nortb covii* 
Iffy proverb. The word is ufed again iu K. Ltar: 

" And arpinl thee, witch, arri- t thee. " 
Anoint it the leading of the folio 1664, a book of ao authority. 

SrEEV£NS. 

* ~. — tki runip>Ced r$wfpn^'\ The Aicf cooki io robleoicn'i 
families, colleges, religioas houles, hofpiuls, &c. aociendy claimed 

ibc cmolumenii or kitchen fec«^ nfltiiincvs, f.it, tiottcrs, rumps. Sec. 
which they foUl to the poor. lUc weird fiftcr in this fccne, as ai^ 
intuit on the poverty of the woman who had called her wilck, re* 
proachcs her poor abjed ibitc, at not being able to procure better 
provifton than offalt, which are coofidered at the refiafe of the ublct 
of others. CoLFPrrcR. 

So, in Tkf Ordinance for ihe frf^vtrr.ment of Prince F.iJwarJ, 1474, 
the following fees are allowed:- — mutton's headet, the rumpti of 
every bfefe,** Ice. Again, in tkt Ordinmnca $f ikt HjmJtkoU $f 
€*OT^e Dukt of Clarence: «• — the binder (banket of the oiotton, 
with the Tumpe, to be feable." 

•Again, in Ben Joitfon's StafU of /itwtf old Fenny>boy iayt tQ 
Iht Cook: 

And then remember meat for my two dogt | 

" Fat HapH of mutton, kidneys, n m/ r, " Jvc. 
Again, in \Mt at fevtral \f^eaponi, bv Beaumont and Flctchc^: 
A niggard to your commons, that you're fain 
To Tiae your belly ont with Ihouldcr feet. 
With kidncyt, ran^i, and cues of finale beer." 
Tn Tfif hooi cj Huukyrtt^f^ S:c. (commonly called the Boot of SL 
4lkani) bl. 1. no lUtc, among lliq ptoptr tnmi ujed la ktpjng of 
ktuAttt it it faid: The bauke tyieih upon rnmpu" Steevens. 

" ■■ r»iiy»< trits. ] i. c. fcabby or mangy woman. Fr. rogneux^ 
TtpUf fcurf. ThiM Chaucer, in Tk* A$nmmt 9/ tkt Ro/t, p. 55i i 
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But in a fievc I'll thither fail/ 
And, like a rat without a tail,' 
Vll do, rU do. and Vll do/ 

" — — her necke 

♦» Wilhouteo bleine, or fcabbe, or roine." 
Sbakfpcare uftt the woid agaio ia Tii Mtrry VVmt 9j Wind/or. 

' — — : in a Jitvt VU tkitktr J^iU] Reginald Scott, in his D</. 
etiviry tj Witckc's/t^ 1S84, fayiit was believed that witches eoM 
fail ia ftD egg (hell, a cockle or mufcle (bell, through and under 
the tcmpfftuoui fcas/'.Agaio, fays Sir W. Davcnaat, mhiiil/^fvfM, 

1639 : 

H( fits like a viiu\\/§iting in 4 jCm.'* 
Again, io JVnvM htm StHUnd .* Ditlmring fkf iMmmhU liji «/ 

J[)o{lor Flan a not»hle Joutrtr^ wko »at burned at E'lirtfn pus^k in J Mm 
nuarie laji, 091, , ukick Dod'r va$ rf^ijter to tke De-.ill, ikat jun~ 
dtii limes preached at jH'orlk Bancie Kirk', io a num^tr oj noloiioui 
Witel^a, Win U» true »*0mi»mH9n «/ tke /aid DpBt mnd fl'tfcArt, 
41 iktf uttered ikem in the prfjtntt »J tke Scotijh king. Difcovering kow 
tktj pretended to beuitch and dtcwue his Majf/iie in the /fa cf>rnmi:ig 
Jrom Denmarke^ with otktr Juck wonderful matters as tkt lH^e katk not 
Un iff 4 mt aaie tine. Fubiijhed according to Ike Scottijk t9fU* FHutid 
fir WilUetm Wrigkl.^—-** and that all they together went to fea, 
each one in a riiUh or cive, and went in the fame very fubftaniially 
witlj Haggoiis of wine, niaking mcriic and drinking by the way ii^ 
the fame riddles or ctVrj," ficc. Dr. fanner found ihc title of tliis 
fearce pamphlet in an interleaved copy of Mmmfetis tettaUgve^ 8cc. 
1393, with additions by Vrchbilhop Harfcnet and Thomas Baker 
the Aniiqnariati. ft is alrnnH ntcdicfs to meotion that X haye fince 
met witfi the pauiplilci iiftlf. SirKV{N5. 

* And^ like a rat uiikout a /ai/,] li [hould be rerocnibered (a» it 

the belief of the tiqict]y that though a witch could aflune th^ 
form of anv animal fhe pleafed, ti c tail woold Aill be uanting. 

The rcafon given by fAmc cf the old u'ritcr<, for (urh a defi- 
ciency, is tliat ibougU the haud» aud l<.ci, by an caly char^^e, 
might be converted into the four paws of a^eall, there wa? Dill 
00 pan about a woman which correfponded with the length of tail 
common to almon ail four- tooled craature^. SrBEVENI* 
' > in do, I'll do, ard I'll do. r 

r tke Jbipraaft's card. 

JLsei wkeet i isv*,—» 

Show me, JliQw me. 

^Aiu d9 g9 a^ea/, aAtfa/i— As J cannot help fuppofing Ibis 
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s. Witch. Til give thee a wind.* 

1. Witch. Thou art kind. 

^. VViicH. And 1 anoiher. 

I. WncH. I mylclf have all the other; 
And tlie very pons they blow,' 
All the quaitci:s that they know 



fccne to have been uniformly metrical when owT author wrote il, 
ia ii( prefent H^ie 1 (u£pcd il to be dogged with interpoiauo us, or 
mutiUted bf oiDifliont. 

Want of cOrvefpondiBg rb^ct to the foregoing Hiict, induct 
Tnc to hint ai vacuiiirs wliich cannot be fupplted, anii intruiion$ 
wbicli (on the bare auihority of ronjcdure) muU not be expelled. 

Were even the condiiion of modern traofcripu tor the flagc un- 
deiftood by tbe pt^blic, tbc frequent accident! bjr wbicb a poet*t 
meaning it depraved, and bit meafttre vitiated, would need no 
iJluftruiion. Steevcni. 

' I'll i^ivr Ihte a wind.^ This free pift of a wind \f> to be confi- 
dcrcJ as ad of {iflerly frieud(bip, tor wiichct were luppolcd to 
Xell tlifm. So, in Summtrt UJt Will eai tiJtumtnU i6oo.* 
** — — in Ireland and in Deoniark both . 
*♦ \^^tcl^fs fnr yjold will fell a man a uind^ 
Which ia the corner of a napkin wrap'd, 
Shall blow him fafe unto what coaft be will.** 
praytoo, ia hit Moon-talf, fayi the fane.-— >lt maybe hoped, boir- 
evtr, that ilie condufl ol our witches did 4IOt rclemhie that of one 
of (liiir rcluliun^, as dclcribcd in an Appendix to the oUl ttauUation 
of Marco Frtolo, 1^79 — *^ they demanded that he (hould givt Uem 
m viintlti and he Oiewcd, fcttijttg hit handea Mia4«, from wktntt 
tke wtni Jhould caair,** kc. Steevkns. 

' And tke very port^ ihry Hom.j As the word vfrf is here of no 
other ufe than to fall up the verfc, iiis likely liiat ShaLfpcaie wrote 
var/oHi, which might be eaGtv miftaken for rrr;, being either ne« 
gligenily read, ha&ly pronounced, or impetfedly heard. 

JOMNIOIi. 

Tbe ports are the exaft pons. Vrry 1% ufed here fas in a 
thoiifan.i inil.inc es which might bc broughtj lo CfprcCfc the declara- 
tion nto-^c einpliatically. ' 

Inllcad of p§ttt^ however, I bad formerty read ^atali; but erro* 
neoufly. In 'ancient Imgin^c, to hlow fomctimet meant to Mev 

V/9a. So, in Dumam's Ouc m Lorr's l.ainur'i L»Jlt 
^* Atr, ijuotti he, ihy checks may klow ** 
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r the fliipman's card/ 
I will drain him dry as hay 
Sleep ihall, ncitlier night nor day, 
Hang upon his penthoufe lid;* 
He ihaii live a man forbid : ' 



i. e. hUm upon them. We ftill (ay, it blows Eaft, or Weii, 
without a prepafittoa. SrtiviM. 

Th« fttbflitttted word «nu firA giv«a by Sir 'WiiUaiA Daveoavt, 

who, in hie attcration of tint play, hat reuiaed the old, while at 
the fame lime he i>irai(h(d \fr. Pope wiihtheaeWt rci^iiig: 

1 qtyfclf have all ihe oiher. 

Aod then from every fvt they blow, 
" from all the/Mafj ttMt fcamcn know." Malonb. 

* —^tit fltipnmn't card,] The card if the paper OO which the 
winds are marked under the pilot's needle ; or perhaps the fta-ckart^ 
fo caUed in our uuiUor'i aj^c. Xbvts, ia Iht Lijtl Hutj^d^ VjT 
BcaunuMit and Fletcher: 

•* The c«ri of goodnefs in your miodt, thai flicwt yon 

•» Wlici) you fail falfe." 
Again, in Churchyard's Praj/t and Reportt of Maifitf Martynt 
Forkoiflttr's Vojagt lo Mtta Incognita, S;c. lamo. bl. I* 1678 : 
There the cenerall gaue a fpecinll Certf and order to bit capiaioei 
for the pa^ttg of the flraiics. " Sec. Steevkns. 

' dty M Ai^.'J 80, Spenfer, in hit Fufj QfUB^ A. III. 

c. ix : 

«• But he is old and withertd at kaj." SiE£VCNS. 

* Ship Jhall^ ntitker nigU t»r day^ 

HmgMfn ti$ peathottfe Ud;) So, lo Tie Mirecltt Mpfitf 

by MiciiacI Drav'.on : 

»^ hlis brows, like two Accp ptnt'koujis^ h^Dg. down 
Over hit eye-lidt." 
There was an edilion of this poem in 1604, b«C f know not 
whether thefe lioes arc found in it. Drayton madr additions aii4 

alierations in his pieces at every re>tmpreflion. Mai^one. 

7 Hr /hall live a man forbid :] i. c. as one under a tftrj*% anie* 
ttrdiciton. Su, alierwards in this play: 

By hjt own iHtirdiXo9 Ibnd eccars'd.** 

80 among the Romans, an outUiv's fenttrnce wai> Aqux hr I^nis 
latcrdidio ; i. c. he was forbid the life of water aod brCj which 
imply'd ibx nutJUj oj banijhmenL TuEoaALO. 
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Weary fevVnights, nine times nine. 
Shall he dwindle/ peak, and pine; 
Though his bark cannot be loft, 
Yet it Hiall be tcmpeft-ioft.' 
]Look vyha^ 1 have. 



Mr. Theobald has very juniy fxplaincJ Jerhid by ercu^fed^ but 
without giving any rcalou of his intctpreUlioa* To Hd if origi* 
naily to prajy as iu this Sa:(oa fragracat : 
He is wit that bit and bote, &c. 
Ht u u'ijt that prays and makts amends. 
A% to fotbid hcreforc implies to pjokihity in oppoGtion to the 
word bidiu its picCcnt Icufci it lignihcs by the lame kind of oppo- 
fidoa to turfe^ when it ii derived from the fame word ia iu primi- 
tive meaniog. Johnsom. 

A J§ri9iim fellow, Scot, fignifies an unUppy one. STEBV^Mf. 

It may be added that hitlen and VtrUtttitf in the German, fig* 
nify to pray and to intc rdifi." S. W. 

* Shall it dwiodlc, c't.J This mifchief was fappofcii to be put 
in execution hf 'meant of a waxen figure, which rcprcfentcd tl|e 
perfon who was to be confumcd by flow degreec. 
' So, in WebAer's Dutcktjs of iislfy, tfiaS t 
- — — it wojlts me more 
Than wer*t my ptfture fafliion*d out of was. 
Stock with a magick needle, and then batied 
«* In feme foul dunchill." 
So Holiuihcd, fpeaking of the witchcraft pradifed to dcAroy 

— found one of the witches roaftiag upon « wooden broch 
an im.ige of WM *t the fire, refembling in each feature the hing*« 

pcrfou. Sec. 

— for as the image did wade afore the hre, fo did the bodie 
of the king break forth in fweat. And' ai for the words of the in* 
(hantmcnt, 'they ffrved to keep him ftill wakiog/r«s /tipt^* 
Tlus may ferve to explnin the foregoing pafrage • 
^> Sleep fhall neither night nor day 
*^ Hang upoo hi> penthoofe Ud/'* 
•See Vol. IV. p. aiS, n. s. SrasvENS. 

' Though his hark cannot hr bfl, 

Yft if fhall hi icmpejl-toji.] So, in N tvi frf*m Scotland, kc. a 
pamphlet already quoted. Againc itSs coufclicd, that the fiid 
cbriflcncd cat was thf canfe pf tl)c Jl^inges I4ajejlies Jliipp*, i;^ 
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Witch. Show me. ihow mc. 
1. Witch. Here I. have a pilot's thumb^ 
Wrecked, as homeward he did come. 

[Drum wiihin^ 

5. Witch. A drunit a drum; 
Macbeth doth come. 

All. The weird fiflers, hand in hand/ 
Pollers of the fea and laud, 



€omiv^ Jorlht of Devmarkty iad » ccntrarii 9nii i$ tkt rrjl cf lw 
Jhtppts ihen bceing in his conipanie, which thing was moii ftraimj^e 
and true, as the ICiuges Majcitic acknowledgcih, for wbca the reft 
of the fliippes bad a faire aad good winde, th«a wti the winde 
contrarie and altogether againfl Iiit Majeftie. Aod further the fayde 
witch declared, tliat his Majcftie had never coriic fafely from the 
fea, if bis lailh had not prevailed above their eatentions." - To 
thif dfciuiiftancc pcrhapi oar «iithor*a alluSon it fufficicntly plain. 

SriEVBMS, 

* Tht weird Jifitrt^ ktud h hand^] Thcfc weird JiJIers, were the 
Fates of the northern nations ; the ilirec hatid-traids of Odin. H<r 
ncmiHanlHT Valkyrie^ qvas quodvu ad fralium Odtnus mttit. Ha 
oiTM ftarli 4ijlinm\t^ kt vi09fiam gaktnunt, Cwni«, Rola^ if 
FmrCMtum mUimm SiutldM: per met a kr marim t^niUnt fmptr ad no- 
riturcj eli^rndi^i ; if crdts in pottjiate kahent. Bartholinus dc CaufTs 
conicmptx a Danis adbuc Gcntilihus mortis. It is for this rcafon 
that Sbakfpeare makes them tkrtt ; and calls theia, 

ftjuft •f ikt /*• «md iMdi 
and intcAC only upon death and mifchief. However, to give -^thti 
part of his work the more dignity, he intermixes, with this northern, 
the Greek and Komau fupcrftitions j and puts Hecate at the head 
of tbeir cncbiatmcou. And to make it mil more faailianr to tfafo 
commOB audtcbcc (which was always bit poiril) be add*, for another 
ingredient, a fufhcient quantity of our own country fuperftitions 
coQceruine witches; their beards, their cats* and their broomiiicks. 
So that Imwiuk'fcna are like tbo tUm tbcy prepare iaooeof 
them ; where the ingredients are gathered from every thing^ocitn^ 
in the natural world, as here, from every thing al'yBrrf in the moral. 
But as extravagant ai all this is, the play has had tlie power tO 
charm and bewitch every audience from that time to lhi&. 

Wakioeton. 

Witrd comes from the Aaglo«Saxoo Wyrd, Jttum^ and isufed as ^ 
ful»liaoiivc iigBifyio| a fr^pUtp^ b^ tbt inmflatof of l/fffr^fCliat 
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Thus do go aboat, -abont;. 
Thrice to thine, and thfice to minet 
And thrice again, t^o make up nine: 
Peace !— the charDi*s wound up. 

Enter Macbeth diud Ban^uo. 

MAt. So foul and fair a day I have not fl!eii» 
Ban. How fai:,i8*t caird to Fores ?^ — What are 
thele, 

io tbe year i54i, as well as for the Dtjlinitt by Chaucer aod Ho- 
linlhcd. Of Ikt wtirdh gtvyn to MmUetk Md ^«tfU«, is the ar. 

gumcDt of one of ihc chapters. Gawin Douglat, in his tfranflaiion 
of yirgilt calls the Farcer the wtird fijitti', and in Ane vrtie txcd- 
lent and ^UHabtll Treatift intilxtitt pHiiorc s, quhairin we may 
ferjmvi tit ffcit ineonvtnitncu that jaliis out tn tie Matiage betutttM 
Agt mU Tjftk^ EdHilmiigb, i6o3, tbe word appean again : 

How dois the quh<ill of fortune go, 

<;^uli«t vickii wiittl has wiocbt out no,*' ( 

Again : 

<» Qttbat niedtt Phitotus to thiok ill, 

" Or iii his wtird to waric? 

The other method of fp'eUtag, \wtjmmri\ ihtt m^rel^ a blunder * 
of the tranfcribcr or printer. « 

The VMkjiia:^ or ValkjrivT^ wete oot barely tkrti l« a«Bil«r. 
The learned critick niit2;hc have found. In Bmrlktlimu^ not only 
Cunna, Rota, & Siultda^ but alio, Scfij^ula, Hilda, Gondula^ and 
Ceir.^fcogula. Rartholinus add» that their number is yet greater, 
according to other wntert "who tpcak of them. They were the c»/r. 
* htsriTS of Oiifl, and condtiiltrs of ike dnd. They were diOingtiiOied 
by the tlegance of their Jo\ ms ; and it would be at jufl to compare 
youth ami brautv with aoc anJ dttormity, as i\\e Vmlkjii^ §J tk$ ' 
J\'ortk Willi llic Witckti oj Shaklptare. SrEPVK.NS. 

The ol(i copy bat wtjwatd^ probably io coofequeoce of the 
tranfcribei's being deceived bv bik ear. The correAion was made 
by Mr. Theobald. Tlie followinc paflage in Bellenden*s Tranflatlon 
of He^or Boeihius, fully fupports the emendation : Be avenioro 
Makbeth and Banquho wcie pjliaoa to tores, quhair kyug Dun* 
cane hapnit to be for ye lyme, aod met be ye gait thre weroen 
dotbit ta elrage and uncouth weid They wcr jugit be thepepill 
to be w«tri fifteri." So alio Hohnlhed. Malon». 

I atmjm u'i talCd it Fttu 7J The iiog at this iiae rcfidcdat 

\ 

* 
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*$0 withered, aod fo wild in their attire ; 
Thiic look not like the inhabitants o*the earth. 
And yet are on*t?^live yott ? or are you aught 
That man may queftion ?^ You feem to underftand 
me, 

By each at once her choppy finger laying: 
Upon her Ikinny lips :— You Ihould be women,* 
And yet your beards" forbid me to interpret 
That you arc fo. 

Macb. Speak, if you can; — What are you? 

1. Witch. All hail, Macbeth!' hail to thce^ 
thane of Glamis!' 



Furrs, a town in Murray, not far frote Invnnefs, *' It fortuned, 
(fa)'» Macbeth and Banquo journeyed towards Forts^ 

wliert the kinf then lay, tbcy went fporting by the way, without 
other company, (ave only themfelves, when fuddenly in the nidft 
of altund there met thetn three women in ftran^e and wild appucU, 
rcfcBibliug creatures of the elder world," &c. SiEtVFNS. 

The old copy reads— 5orij. Corrected by Mr. Pope. 

Maloni. 

^ * TUi nm fufi/n i\ Arc ye any beings with which aMii $i 
permitted to hold coaverfe, or of whom it u lawful to f/l qutjions f 

Johnson, 

* — Tou Jhould he fvomrn,] In Pierc9 Ftnnilt^t kit Supplicat'u^n to tkf 
DivtUt 1592, theie is an enumeration of fptriti'and their ostites ; 
and of certain watry fptriiy it is faid^** hy the help of Alynaeh a 

, fpiritof the "Weft, they will raife ftormes, caufe earthquakes, rayne, 
baile 01 fnow, in the clearcit d;iv that is; and if ever they appears 
to anie man, they come lawovun's appatell." Henderson. 

* your beards j Wilck*$ were fuppofed always to have 

bair on their chine. So, in Decker*! H§9tJ Wktrt^ Mb : 

— Some, women have §4*rds, marry thejr arc hilf 

wilchn." Srr EVENS. 

t All kail, MachetMl It hath lately been repeated from Mr. 
Guthrie s Ejfay upon Inglijh Tmgtdy^ that the portrait of Macbeth,'* 
wje is copied from Buchanan, whofe fpirit, as well as wordl^ 
is tranflated into the play of Shakfpcjre : aud it had fignifyed nO* 

thing to have poicd only on Holiulhcd for JaBt.** »• Animas 

ctiam, per £c ieiox,piope quoiidiauis conviciit uxoris (que omnium 



t 
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2. Witch. All hail. Macbcihl hail to thct, 

thane of Cawdor 1 ^ 

ConrUoruni ei erat coofcla) ftimulabatur.'' This is the whole, 

that Bttchanaa Tayt of the Ladj^ and trulf f fee no more /pint \u 
the Scotch, than in the Ehglith chronicler, llie wordet of the 

three weird AftcrS alfo grca.lv encou'agcd him [to the tnuidcr of 
Dutic^tii. I)iit TpeciaMv his wilc lay lore upon him to attempt the 
titiiig, u& ihe that was vciy aiobitious, bienoiDg iu unqueochablc 
dclire. to bearc the name of a queene." Edit. 1577^ p. 144. 

ThU part of Holinlhed w an abridgment of Johnc Bcllcnden't 
tratiflaiion of the noble clerk, HfHor Bnece, irnfrinUj at Edinbufgky 
iji lol. i!>4t. I will give the paliagc as a is found there. Hift 
yi^M impacient of lang taiy [as »U vtmn ar) ipecially quhate they 
are dehrus ol ony purpo», gjifhym gret arution to purfevr the 
third weird, tnat fchc midit be aar qucne, call tad hym oft tymis 
febyl cou^aaaad nocht dcfyrus of hououris, feo he durlt not aflailze 
the ilnug with manhcid and curage, quhilk is oiferit to bym be 
beniuffl-tnce of fououn. Howbeit finUry otherit bet affailseit fic 
thinve* .^forewith maift tcrrit yl jcop;irdvi%, quhcn they had not lie 
fickcriicf) 'o fiiccciti in the cn^i ol tliair lauhouiis as he had." p. 173. 

But wc can dfmpfijtrmtt^ tbat Slidklpeaie had not the iiory Iroiu 
Burbinan. According to itm, the weird fitters fafute Macbetb t 

*• Una Ati|>ufic InaMum, altera Moraviae, tcrtia Regeoi." 

Thine of \t'i:n<, and of Mi^ia%', Scc. but accoiding to Holinflicd, 
im^ted'aiciv fro ii t^cllcndcu, as it ftands in Shaklpcare : The 
fi.ftofthrm (pake and fayde, All hayle Makbeth Thane ofGlam- 
mis.— the fecond of them l.iyde, Hayle Makbeth Thane ofCau-dci ; 
b 11 ir'c il iril favde, All haylc Makbeth, that hereafter IbaU be 
kmn ot Scotland. ' p. 243. 

I Witch. AH kail, Mathti! Hail io tket, tkane of Glatnis ! 

f. Witch. 4li Aai/, Maththl Hml t9 fir«i •/ Cmwdir! 

3. Wiith. All kail, Macktlk) tkmi Jhalt kt kinf^ kerufttr^ 

Here 100 our poet found the eqtiivocil pre Jidioiis, on wliich his 
hero io iaiaily depended: He bad leaiued of certaine Wjrfards, 
bow that he ought to take heede of Macdnffe — and furcly here* 
tipon had he put Macduilc to death, but a certaine witch, whom 
he hid i!! great t ult, hjd lolde, thai he ftiould ntiicr !>c liain wiih 
man k> mt of any u^omany nor vanquilhed till the wood oi Bernane 
came to the caflell of Ouofinaue.** p. S44. And the fcene between 
Malcolm and Macduff in the fourth aft il almoft literally ukea 
from the Ck'OniLle Farmf.k. 

All liail, Macbeth!] All kuU il A COIIUptioa of •Mm/^ S»a» 
i* e. 0v$fjMlvt» MAU)hK« 
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5. Witch. All haii, Macbeth! that flialt be king 

Iicrcaftcr. 

Ba^. Good iir, why do you dart; and feem to 
fear 

Things that do fouiid fo fair ? — Fthe nameofdruthi 
Are ye^aptkftical,* or that indeed 
Which outwardly ye Ihow? My noble partner 
You greet with prefent grace* and great prediAion 
Of noble having, ^ and of royal hope, 

' thane of Cfttmis .'] The thaaeniip of Glamis was the an- 
cient inhciitance of Macbcth's family. The cafllc where they Uved 
is fiilt fUnding, and was lately ihc magnihceui reiideucc of the earl 
of Simbtnore. S«e a particular dcfcription of it in Mr. Gray*s 
letter to Dr. Whirion, dated from GUmis C»Jlli. Sticvenii. 

• tkanc of Cawdor!] Dr. Johnfon obferves in his Journey 

to the Wejern ijlandt of Scolland, that part of CaUer CaJiU^ froiU 
vrbich Macbeth drew bit fccoud title, is ilili remaiaiag. 

SntvsMs* 

* An jrt fiiotaftical.] By fntmJlUul ii not meant, according to 

iht common fignification, creatures of his own brain; for he could 
BOt be fo extravagant to a(k fuch a qucftiou : but it is ufcd for Jrf 
pernalural, Jpiritual. Warbukton. 

EyJant»JUaI, he means creatures of /aa/o^ or imaginatioo ; the 

Sueftioa is, Are tbcfc real beings before ut, or are we deceived bf 
luGoDS of fancy ? Johnsoh. 

So, in Reginald Scott's Difcovtrj of Witchcrafl, iSS^: *« He 
afiirtneth thefe tranfubflaniiations to be bui fantajticaly not accord- 
ing to the veritte, but according to the appeaiaace." The fame 
expreffioo ocean in AiVi Ltjt by Lmjl^ i6SS, by Rowley i 

»* or is that thine. 

Which would fupply ^beplacc offoulia tbeci 
Merely fkantafiutl f 
Shakfpearc, however,* took the word from Holioflied, who iM 
his account of the witches, fays ; This was repnted atfirftbot 
lone inaajMUt/uMl illuiion by Macbeth and Banquo.** 

Steevems* 

' Of noHt having,] Having is eftate, poQel&on, fortune. 80| 
In Tmtlftk ffigkt: 

** my having is BOt mach ) 

I'll make dtvition of ray prefeat ftoit i 
' ' Hold -, there is half my aoffcr." 

Vol. XI. D 
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That he fcems rapt w ithal ; ' to me you fpeak not ; 
If vou can louk uuo ihc feeds oftiuie, 
And (ay, which grain will grow, and which will not; 
Speak then to mc, who neither beg, nor fear. 
Your favours, nor you bate. 

1. Witch. Hail I 

9. Witch. Hail! 

3. Witch. Hail! 

1. Witch. LelTer than Macbetb; and ei cater. 
9. Witch. Not fo happy, yet much happier. 
3, Witch. Thou (halt get kings, though thou 

be none : 
So, alhhail, Macbeth and Ban(|no ! 

1. VVurn. Banquo, and Macbeth, all hall! 
Macb. Stay, you iroperled ipeakers, tell me 

more : 

By Sinefs death/ 1 know, I ann thane ofGlamis; 
But how of Cawdor? the thane of Cawdor lives, 
A profperous gentleman ; and to be king, 



Again, in the anticut metrical romance of 5jr Btwfs of Hsmpt99t 

bl. 1. no date : 

hnd whe« he heareth this tydinge, 
" He will go thcilcr With great kavint^." 
See alfo note on Jk$ Mtrrj Wiva •[ Wind/or, Ad III. >fc. ii. 

^ tkal ht /Hnt rapt withal ;J Jtapt is rapturoufly aiiedcd, extra 
Ji rafhu. So, in Spenrer*» Fttrit Queen^ IV. ix. 6 : 
That,*^vtlh the fweetBcfs ot ber rare delight, 
" The prince half r«/f, began on her to dotc." 
Agaia, in Cjmbelint: 

What, dear fir, thus rttps you ? Stccvins. 

* Bj Sours if«/4,J The father of Macbeth. Porp. 

Hi» ciuc name, which however appeari, but pcrh?p«i only typo* 
graphically, corrupted to SjntU in Hedor Boethtus, liom ivltom, 
by meant of his old ScoitiJh tranllator, it came to the knowledge 
of hiolintbcd, was J-iaifg, Both finlaj atid Mmibeatk aic (.ommoa 
furaatttei in ScolUad at this momont. RtTSOM. 
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Stands iiotwidiin the profpefl of belief, 
No more than to be Cawdor. Say, from whence 
You owe this flrangc intelligence? or why 
Upon this blafled heath you flop our way 
With fuch prophctick greeting ?-«i4peak, I charge 
you. * [Witches vanijh. 

Ban; The earth hath bnbhles, as the water has. 
And thefeare of them Whither are they vanifh'd ? 

Macb. Into the air; and what fcem'd corporal, 
melted 

Asbreathinto the wind. — *VVonld thty had flaid ? 
Bai). Were fuch thiugs here, as we do fpeak 

about ? 

Or have we eaten of the infane root,' 
That takes the reafdn prifoner?* 

7 tMten of tke infant root,] The infant root i& the root which 

* iniket iafaoe. Theobald. 

Shakrpeif e al1«dc» to the ^aalitieli incientlf areribcd to hemlock; 
So, lo Greene*! Jftver Uo Utf^ i6ib : You gjz'd agaioft the 
fun, and lo blcroifhcd your fight ; oi clfc you have ta'tn of tke tools 
of ktmioci^ that inakct men's cye» conceil un/ttn otjtdt^" Agaioi 
idBca Jooron't Stj^us t 

** they lay thai ho'-d upon th ftnfts^ 

At thou badtt fnuft up ktmiock." Steevens. 

Tlie comnieniatorj have given thenifelves mucb trouble to afccr* 
tain the name ot this rooit but iu name was, 1 believe, uuknowa 
tb Shakrpeaie, as it is to his readers } Sir Thomts North's tianlla- 
tion of Plutarch, having probably furnifhed him with the' only 
knowledge he had of its qualities, without fpccifving its name. - In 
the Life of Antony, (which our anchor n^U have diligently read,) 
the Roman foldiers« while employed in the Parthian war, ate fuid 
to have fafiered great dlftreft for want of ptpvilions. ** Irf the end^ 
(fayi Plutarch) they were compelled to live of herhs and rrr / i, but 
they found few of them that men do commonly eate of , and were 
enforced to ude of tliem liiai were never eaten before ; among the 
which there was ear thit killed ihem, and mmde ikm CHt of iktir 
svidj for he that had ooce eaten of it« hl% memory e wat ^on^ frjta 
kirn, mnd kt Intw s» ataa^r 6J tUng^ Um only hulled .himfc^lf ia. 
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Macb. Your children fliall be kings. 
Ban.x You fhM be king. 

Macb. Aiid thane of Cawdor too ; went it not 
fo? 

ft 

Ban. To the felf-fame tanei and words. Who*s 
here ^ 

Enter Ross£, Angus. 

RossE. The king hath happily receivM Macbeth^ 
T-he news of thy fuccefs : and when he reads 
Thy pcrfonal venture in the rebels' fight, 
His wonders and hispraifesdo contend. 
Which fhould be thine, or his: Silenc'd with that,* 
In viewing o'er the red o' the felf-fame day, 
He finds thee in the flout Norveyan ranks, * 
Nothing afeard of what thyfeifdidfl make. 

Strange images of death. As thick as tale,' 

< 

digging and hurling of ftones from one place to another, at though 
it had been a matter of great waight, aud to be done wiiU ail pof- 
libk fpcedc." Malonb. 

* Hit wtndiTi Mnd kit praifts d9 CMfMtf, 

Wiick JheuU it tkinty or kit: Scc.J i. e. private admiruioa of 
your deeds, and a defire to do them publick juftice by commenda. 
tion, contend in bis mind for pre-eminence — ur, — There is a cOn(eft 
in his mind whether he (hould indulge his deiire of publithing to the 
world the commcndaiioat due to your heroifn, or whctbor he flioold 
remain in filent ad mi ration of what no wOrds could celebrate itt 
proportion to iti defcrt. 

Mr. M. Mafoo would read wonder^ not wondtrs ; for, lays be, 
I believe the word mtndtr^ in the fenfe of ei»ir«|i«t, hat no' 
plural." In modern language it certainly has none ; yec I cannot 
help thinking that, in the prcfeut inftance, plural was oppofed to 

pluial by Shaklpcarc. Steevens. 

Siienc'd with tkalA i. c. wrapp'd ii^ (ilcut wonder a: the deeds 
performed by Macbeth, lec. Maloni, 

* — A» tkuk M talc,J Moaning, tUt iho acwt came at iMtk 
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Came pod with pofl ; and every one did bear 
1 hy praifes in his kingdom's great defence, 
And pour d them down before him. 

Ang. Wc are fent. 



«s a Ult ca« tr*vtl with the poj. Or we may read, perhaps, jtt 

belter : * * ' 

Came pojl with pojl ; 
ThatU, poftt arrived a^faftu thefcouM b« counted* 

Johnson. 

So, in King Henry VI. P. III. Ad II. fc. i : 

Tiding!, ms/wiflty at th poj €§uli rwt^ 
«» Were brought, ' &c. 
Mr. Rowe readi — ai thick as kail. Stbsvins. 

The old copy reads — Can port. The emendation is Mr. Rowe'i. 
Dr. Joiinfoa's cxpUnaiion would be lef» exceptionable, If the old 
copy bad — At f mcI at tale. Thick applies but ill to i«lr, and fcfenii 
rather to favour Mr. RoWc't emendation. 

As tliick as hail," as an anonymous conefpondent obfetVCt tO 
me, is an expreflion in the old play of KingJokUf li^ii 
——-breathe out damned orifona. 
As tkiek «i iat'/'ftonei 'fore the fpring*s approach.** 
The emendation of the word (an is fupportcd by a paila|e in 
K. Htnrj IV. P. II : 

And there are twenty weak and weaiied/0jls 
A« C»m* from the north.** Malomb. 

Dr. Johofon't cxphinaiion it perfeAly juftifiable. > At lAlcl, ia 

ancic it language, fignihed z% Jajl, To Jptak tkick, in our author, 
docs not therefore mean, to have a cloudy in dijiinfl utterance, but tO 
deliver words with rtpiiitj. So, in Lynbelin* : Ad Hi. fc. ii : 

•» , fay, zvd/pe4k llfCl, 

(Love's counfellor (hould (ill the bores of htatiag 
To the fmothcrine of ihefenfe) bow far itit . 
<• To this fame blfifed Milford." 
Again, in JC. Hiwf IV, F. 11. Ad II. fc. iiis ' . 

And /^fking'tkUtt which nature made hit blcmifli« 
Became tiie accents of the valiant; 
For thofe that could fpeak low mnd tardily^ 
Would turn &c.— To feem like him." 
nicl tfiercfore it not left applicable to the old reading, 
than to Aai/, t1ie aluratton of Mr. Kowe. Stbivbms. 
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To give tlicc. from our royal ma(lci:« thaiiks ; 
To herald thee into his Oght, not pay thee. 

ROSSE. And, for an earned of a greater hdnour. 
He bade me, from him, call thee thane of Cawdor : 
In %yhich addition, hail, moft worthy thane! 
tor it is thine. 

Ban. ' Wbat. can the devil fpeak ifuc ? 

Macb. The thane of Cawdor lives ; Why do 
you drcls me 
In borrowed rubes ? 

Ang. Who was the thane, lives yct^ 

But midci heavy, judgement bears that life 
Which lie dcfeives to iofe. Whether he was 
Combined with Norway;^ Or did line the rebel 
With hidden help and vantage ; or that vyith bot|t 
lie iabourM in his country^s wreck, 1 knpw not; 
But trcafbns capital* conlefs'd, and provM, 
ilave overthrown him. 

Macb. Giamis, and thane of Cawdor: 



* to ktrald iktt kt.\ The old cop/ rcdundaatly rcadf — Onlj 
|0 hciald thee Ice. SrevvKNS. 

' itntk Jf9Tv j) ; ^ The old cop7 Tcadt ^ 

, . with thttft o( ^»'rut*f» 
The plavcrs not unurTflandin^ that by /ftrwtf" Our aathOT 
mcAOt tkt Aint: oj JS otuaj^ n in tiamiit — 

Wiicteon old .V«rw«;, overcome witb joy," tec* 
fbiftcd in cbe wordt at prcfent omiitedl Steevens/ 

Ibere is, I think, no nefd of change. The word t»wMtC4 be- 
longs to the preceding line : 

*t Which he Ucrerves lo lofc. Whe'r he wa$ combia'd 
With ihofc of Norway , or did line the rebel," &c. 
Wkitker wat in our author t time fomctitnei pronounced and 
frriitcn as one fvllaLle,— — «rA#*r. * . . • 

&0| in A'lfi^' John : 

Mow lhauat upon jrou, wkt'r fhc doeior no." 

llAtOJtt. 
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The greateft is behind. —Thanks for yonr pains.— 

Do you noi hope your children lhail be kings, 
When thole tiiat gave ihc iliauc of Cawdor to uie,* 
Pioniis'dno leU to them i 

liAN. 1 hat, tiuOed home, 

Might yet enkindle vou ^ unto the trovvu, 
Beiideft the thane oi Cawdor. Bui \i& ilrange : 



^ tTuJltl L-^"rt,] i. c. eaiirfly, tboroagiiljr r«lu<i OA. Sa» 

in Ail's u/eii thai endi will: 

^-i— lack'J ihe fenfc 10 know 
^» Her tftimaiion itM«.** Stklvcns. 

The added word kwmt (bowi deariy, in my apprdieDfion, tbat 
our author wrote— That llrit/Ici/ home. So, in a fubfequcmfceoe i 

" That every minute of In* being tkiujh 
" Atjiiuil tuy ncarcit of life." 
TirvJleJ it the regular participle from the verb to thrufi^ ao4 
though now not often ufed, wa», I believe, comiuon^ in the ttmo 

of Sh.tklpcarc. So, in Kitij^ Hjnry V : 

" With cajled Uough and ficfti legerity. " 
ilomt means to Ikt utifrmojl. So, iu Tht Winltt'i Talt & 
•* — —all my forrowt 
** You have paid home." 

Ft rnay be obfcrvc l, t'.ut " tkwHtil home" i« nn cxprefflon ufed 
at tliis day ; but tru^ed home," 1 bcUcyc^ \va:» ucvcr ulca ai aojr 
peiiod whatfoever. t have had freqoettt occaGon co remark that 
many of the errors ir, i c old copies of our nul^ior's pby» arofe 
fiom the tranfc ribc r's car huvitiv deceived 4iitn. In Ireland where 
much o( ilic prouuuciuiioi) of Uie a^e of Quccu Elizabeth is yci re- 
uincd, the vulgar cooikautly proouuace the word iktrnji as if It 
were written /rajl ; and hence probably the error in the text. 

The change is fo very Uight, and I ara (o ihoroug'ily perfuadcd 
tbat ihc rca-dug propofcd it ihc mic oj)e, thai li.id 11 been fuyigcUed 
by any foimer editor, I fhould Without hcfitaiion have givcu it a 
place in the text. MAiONt. 

* Mi/U )// enkindle j^m.^.^] £aiiai/r» for to. itii^ulate you 19 
fcek. Warbortom. 

A fimilar exprcffion occurs iniiyea HhiU AAI. fe. it ' 
— ^QOCbing remains but that I kiniU the boy tbitber." 

Mi^hc /r# you with the hope of obuioing the crown. Hcmlii^* 
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And oftendmes, to vnn ns to our faarm. 
The inftroments of darknefs tell us truth ; > 
Wi9 us with honeft trifles, to betray us 
In dccpcft confequencc.— • • 
Confins, a word, I pray you. 

Macb. Two truths are told,' 



V Two trntlii an UU^ 8cc.] How the former of there trutbi ba* 
been fulfilled, wc arc yet to leain. Macbeth could not become 
Thane of Glamis, till after hi - father's dtcr tfc, of which llicre is 
DO mention throughout the play. If the Has; only announced what 
Macbeth already uaderftood to have happened, ber woidft could 
fc|iffcel7 cUim rank at a prediAloo. STiEvnit. 

From the Scottifli tranflaiioo of Bocthius it ftiould fcem tbatSiiwU 
the father of Macbeth, died after Macbeth's havin){ been met by 
|he weird fiftcrt. Makbeth (fays the hidorian] levolvyog aU 
Ihingit, a$ they wcr faid be the weird Gftens, began to covat y* 
frouof And si| he conclndii to abide, quhil he faw f* tyme 
ganand thereto ; fermilifr bcIevMii> yt y< thrtd weird fuld cum as 
the firjl two did ajore." This imlcctl is incoiifWtcnt with our author's 
vrordi, By Siacl'i death, i kuoty, i am thane of Glamik \" — 
but HoUnQied, who wat hit guide, in h|» abridgment of tbe b^. 
tory of Rocthiui, h;u particularly ventiooctl that Sincl died hrjort 
Macbeth met the weird fifters: we may therefore be fine that 
Shakrpeare qacaftt it to be uuderflood that Macbeth bad already 
acceded tobU paternal tiUe. BcUcodeo only fay i, Thclirft M 
thaim faid to Macbeth, Hale thaoe of Glammii. Ibe feconnd 
faid," 8cc. B It in Holin(}ie(! (he relation runs thus, conformably 
to the Latin oiiginal: Ibe farR ot them fpukc and faid, All hatle 
Mackbcth, thane of Glammit ( for he htd Uteiic euttted inlQ tkmt 
4ignilie nd tfa kf tU dtsik of his Utktr S^mtll), %ht fecoad of 
thetn faid," Ic. 

Siill however the objcSion made by Mr. Steevens remains in itf 
full force; for fince he knew (hat by Sinel'i death be wa^ thane 
of GUmit,*' how can thit falutatlon be coafi<lered at propkititkt 
• Or why fhould be afterwards fay, with «iiiir«<imi, " GlamiS, 
3t)d ihanc of Cawdor;" 'kc'' Tcrhaps we mar fuppofc that the 
father of Macbeth died fo recently beloie his interview with the 
wcirdt, that the newt of it had not yet got abioad i in which cafe, 
though Macbeth himfflf knew it, be might confider their giving 
him the title of Thaoe of Gli^ait at a proof of fupccnatural inielli' 
gencc. 

I fufpc^ our author was led to ufc the exprcdions which have 
f^ccafioii^d tfa« prefcot note, by the fallowing wordt of HoUnlbell : 
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As happy prologues to the fwelling aft* 

Of the imperial theme. — I thank you, gendcmeii.— • 

This fupernatural foliciting^ 

Cannot be ill; cannot be good: — If ill. 

Why hath it given rac carncft of luccefs, 

Commencing in a truth? 1 am thane of Cawdor: 

If good, why do I yield to that fuggeHion 

Whofe horrid image doth unfix my hair,' 

And make my feated^ heaft knock at my ribsy 

Againft the ufe of tiatnre?. Prefent feart 

Are leb than horrible imaginings 

The fame night after, at fupper, Banqoo jefted with him, and 
Tiid, Now Mackbcth, thou haft obtcincd Ikofe tkingi wkick tkt 
TWO JormtT Jijiets pkophesied : there remaineth onelie foi thee 
to pitrcluUe that which the third bid (bould come to pafle. " 

* f welling «iy— ] SmtUmg U nfcd in tht fame fcnb in tht 

prologue to King Hmy Vs 

** piinccs to afl, 

And monaichs to behold the Jwtlling fcene. '* 

STvnrmt. 

* tkii Juptmaiural folicitiag-^ ] Soliciting for information. 

IVamqi^ton. 

StUiUing is rather, ia my opinion, indttwunt^ than hj^mmtiim, 

JOHIItQN. 

* fvggtjion — J i. «. tcnpMtton. So, in dlT* wll llfl# 

nds Will : filthf olBccr he ii in chofc fuggi/HMu for lh« young 
carl. " Stibvbns. , 

' Wifl/t horrid imagt doik Mi/&r wf i4fir,} So Macbttb fayi, i» 
the latter pan of this play: , 

And my fell of hair . 

' WooM, at a difn^l trcat|fc, roafc and ftlr, 
. Aa life were in it.** M. Mason. 

^ Ji»tti ] i. e. liscd, firaljr placed. So, in Milton*t 

faredjA Lojl, B. VI. 648: 

from their foundations loot'ning to and fro 
•* They pluckM ihc Jtaitd hiU$." STiaviNf. 

• Fnjtni fears ' ' 

Art ltj$ tU% knrikU mapningi : ] Fr^ni Jftt are fiktf ^ 
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My thought, Nvhofe murtlcr yet is but fantaftical, 
Shakes fo my liuglc (lace of man, ^ that fuuctiun 

Wngi pTtftnt^ which Maclketh djeclarcs, atid every man has fouod, 
to be Ur* thao the %M»giMli§n pvcfenti them while the objccUarc 
yti diftanc J'omnsom. 

So, in tkt Trg^tdie of Crafut^ 1604, by lord Stcrlirtc : 

*' For as the nudow ftems more monrtrous (till, 

Than doih the fnhnauce whence it hath the beio^. 
So tk' appTfktnJton of approatking ill 

Sum gn9ttr lim Uftlft viitfl Jfti mti tfhg,*' 

STEtVEN^. 

Bf pTffent Jrnrs is meant, the aSu«l prrfinct of any ehjtSt 0f 
itnfff So, in The Second Part of J^. Hiuj lY, the %in^ Cay»:, 

V ^ Ail thcfc bold fiati 

«• Thou fee'ft with peril I hare anfwercd." 
To ftar ii fccqucnilv ufcd hy Shakfpeare ia the fcnf« offiighf^ 
Jo this very play, l.adv Mucbcili fay<., , ^ 

•* To alter favour ever i» 10 Jear. " 
So, in FUicUer*t Fii^rim, Curio fayt to Alphonfo, 

Mercy upon me. Sir, why are you jMrtd thui?** 
Meaning, thoa ^frigkitd* M. Mason. 

? firs^le Jale of The JngU Ja(e ef aiM feCIBt to be 

ufed by Shnkfpcurc for an individuBif in OppOtilion tO a (OUata* 

or COVjMnQ tody. JOHNSON. 

Bv fi^^le ftatc of man, Sliakfpcare might podiK! v mean fomewhat 
more thao individuality. He who, in the peculiar lituatiou of 
Macheth, is mcdiuting a nuttrder, dares not communicate hit 
thoughts, and confequcntly derives neither fpirit, nor advantage, 
from the countenanre, or fagacitv, of others. '1 iii^ (late of maa 
may^ properly be tilled Jingle^ loUtaiy, or de(cuccicr«, as it C4« 
dudes the benefits of patticipatioa, and has no rerourcct but in 
itfelF. 

h fho'.ld be obfrrved, however, thnt doullr ant! ;':';:^/' rncicnlly 
iignihcd Jltong and weak^ when applied to lii|aots, aud pcihaps to 
other objcds. lu tbi» fcnfc the iorraer word lu*) ^c employed by 
Brabantio — 

- a voice potential, 
'* As douhlr as the duke's:*' 
and the latter, by the Chief JuiUce, fpcakiog to FalAaff: 
*• la not your wit finglef 
The Jingf$ ftate of Macbeth may therefore figuify bit mai ^4 
^Mi ^tc of - ii\ind. ^TasYiMS. . x ' ^ 
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Is fmothet'd in ftirmife; and nothing is,. 
But w}iat is not.** 

15an. . Look, how our partner's rapt. 

Macb, If chance will have roe king, why, chancy 
may croivn me. 
Without my ftir* 

B^N. New honours come upon him 

Like pnr ftrange garments; cleave riot to their 

raDuld, 

But with the aid of ufc. 

Macb. Come what come may; 

Time and the hour mns through the rotighei^ 
day.' 



• fw8iot 



Js fm»iin*d in /umifet m4 ntiUng is, 
Bui what is *9t. ] All powers of a^Bon are opprefTed and 
cru(hcd by one overwhelming image in the mind, and nothing it 
prefent to me but that which is really future. Of things now about 
ne I have no perception^ being ioteiit wbolty oa that which ba| 
ytt no cziftence. Johnson. 

f«rttt/k, It fpecttlation, coojedore concerning the future. 

Ma LONE. 

Shakfpeare bat fomcwb^t like tbit fentinient in tkt Utttkamt %f 

** Where, every . fometbtog being bleat togctheri 
Turns to a wild of nothing**——. 
Again, in JC. Rkckard II : , 
*» ' is nought but (hadpws 

*• Of what it it not.*' Stibvens. 
) Time and the hour rtM ihf%%k tkt rcugktj da). ] ''By this, I 
confcfs, 1 do not with hit two laft comraentxtort imagine it meant 
either the tautology of time and the hour, or an alluGon to time 
paiutcd with an hour-glafs, or an exhorCaiion to time to hatien for* 
ward, but rather 10 (ajr ttmfau if kor*y lime and occafion, will 
carry the thing through, and bring it to fome determined poin^ 
and end, let its nature be what it will." 

This note is taken from an £^a| ea VfrWMg\ i»4 GtMtMi if 
ahakJftaUi kc. by Mit. Montagu. 
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Ban. Worthy Macbeth, wc toy upon your Ici-^ 
fure.' • 

Macb. Give mc your favour:'— my dull brain 
was wrought 
With things forgotten.' Kind gcntlcmcii,your pains 

Arc rcgifter'd where every day 1 turn 

The leaf to read them. •—Let us toward the king. — 

Think upon whai hath chanc d ; and, at more time. 

The interim having vveigh'd it, ^ let us l^eak 

Our free hearu each to other. 

Such tautology is common to Shakfpcare. 

The very ktrnd and JrBtU of my oficndiog,** 
is little lefi nprcbcafiblc. Tim 0*4 tig A#Kr, it Time with' Ut 

hours. StIIVENI. 

The fame expr<fSon is ufcd by a writer nearly contemporary 
vrith Shakfpearc: Neiiber can there be aay tbiog in tbc world 
more acceptable to me than death, nrhofe Aew«r eai Hm if thejf 
were at certajrne,** tec. Fenton't fr«^«/ Difttur/itt i579» AgUB» 
io Davifon's Poems, 1621: 

*' Timf's young iowrts attend her ^11* " 
Again, in out auihor't laGih Sonoct: 

O thou, my lovely boy, who ta thy power 
Doll hold ThWi fickle glaft, Ui fickle, iMr^.** 

• /4itioiir;] I. e. indulgence, paidoa. STIIVBHt. 

• my dull brain vas wrought 

With tkings ftrgotUu. ] My bead was workti^ •giUttd^ put into 
comnotioo. lOHNiON. 
$0, ill 0tkiU9S 

»♦ Of one not e.ifily jealous, but being wrt4|l/, 
•* Perplcx'd iu ihc extreme." $l££V£Mi. 
• v)ktit tvtrj daj i turn 

TU Ifflw rfi tim.] He means, as Mr. Upton has obferved, 
that they are regiftercd in the uble*book of hit heart. So Hamlet 
fpeaks of the table of bis mtmorj, Malone. 

' rkt interim having aeigh'd it , J This inttnning forti$n §f 
time is alnioft perfoniHcd : it is rcprcfcutcd as a cool impartial judge ; 
« I4# Ret/on, Or perhaps we Ihould read — I' tb' interim. 

STEBVtNl.' 

I believe, Ui interim it ofed adverbially: yon having wciglxed 
. it ia the iatciiai.*' BIalonb. 
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Ban. ^ V<*y g»?f' y- 

Macb. Till ilicn, enougp. — Come, tnends. 

[ Exatnt. 

S C E N E IV. 

t 

loTCS, A Room in the Palace, 

Fleurijk. EnttrDmcKU. Malcolm, Donalbain, 
Lbmox, »ni AutndanU. 

Dun. Is execution dome on Cawdor? Are not* 
Thofe in commiflion yetrewm'd? 

Mal ■ Myhege, 
Thev ate not yet come back. But I have fpoke 
With one that faw him die:' who did report. 
That very frankly he confefs'd his treafons ; 
impJor'd yoor highnefs' pardon ; and fet forth 
A deep repentance : nothing m his lile 
Becam? him. like the leaving it; died 
As one that hath been ftudied m hw death, 

'* Ml— 1 Th« old copy reads -Or not. The emea- 

. ma ^iMfr *tota.jc^c';:itc:'wt;''i.":j'-.if 

unfortunate earl "ex, » «" „p.„„„c., .nd eone.ra 

t rUitlv^M w .1. pro^^> " "» fc3ffoM. ate otinutely de- 
I*" K ?^«*hiao.i.n Such an allufion could not fa.l of ba.mg 
rdl^eVeta fn°an\ud..oc. ™an. of w|^^^^ 

Scareftfiiend. Sxsiviiit. 
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To thtow away the deareft thing he owM^ 
As 't\vcrc a carclcfe trifle. 

Dun. There's no art, 

To find the mind's conflruclion in the face:' 
He was a gentleman on whom 1 built 
An abfoiute trud. — O wortbieli couimi 

£ii/fr Macbeth, Banc^uo, Rosse, and Angus. 

The fin of my ingratitude even now 

Was heavy on me: Tliou art fo far before. 

That fwiftcft wing of rccompcnrc is flow 

To overtake thee. * Would thou hadft Icfs cieferv'd; 

That the proportion both of thanks and payment 

Might have been mine ! only 1 have left to fay. 

More is thy due than more than all can pay. * 

His own prorcfTion fiirnifliccl our autlicr willi this phrafc. To 
be Jludit i in a part, or lo have ^uditd it, it yet the ic«;hnical term 
of the thcaiic. Malune. 

' to find tie mini"* con/rndi^n h lie ftce. ] The covfimahn of the 
mind is, I believe, a phrafe peculiar to Sbftkrpcare : it implies the 
Jrann or ttijpfijition oi thc miod, bjT whicb ic li dcicnnioed to good 

Or ill. Johnson. 

Dr. Johnfon fcenis to have undcrftood the word conjfru^ion in 
this place,, in the fenrc of jr^m or JltntUrti but the fcliooUtcrm 
W«s, 1 believe, intended by Shakfpeare. Tbc meaniiif, is,— Iff 
C«iia»/ coiiflrue or difcovtr ike dijpofitian of tk$ mhi kj tk* UwtimaUt 
$f tkt Jmce: So, in A". Henry IV. 'r. II: 

•« Coijlrui tlic iimck (o tbcir nccefliiics. *' 
-In BamUt we meet witli a kindred phrafe : 

♦» Thcfe profound heawcf 

Yau mufl t'orf.atc, 'tis Tit wc undcriland them." 
Oar author ag^ain alludes to his gramaiar, in Troilui and Crejfida: 

ni Jttlhe the whole queaion. '* 
In hit ^Sd Sonnet, however, we find a contrary fentiment aflerted: 
In many's looks the J^/t ktatts kijtiy 
«» Is writ." Maione. ' 

* More is thy due tkan more than all can pay.] More i« due to 
|!h*ce, than, I will not fay «//, but, mott than all, i. c. thc grcatcd 
itcoflipcn'cc, ctfn pajr. Thus in PlkatM: M'ikHt mwtu 
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Macb. The fervice and tbe loyalty I owe,- 
In doing it. pays itfelf. Your highnefs' part 

Is to receive our ijutics : and our dulies 
Are to your ihrone and flate, children, and fcrvants ; 
Which do but what they ihouid, by doing every 
thing - 

Safe toward your love and honour. * 

Tlierc is an obfcuritv in this paflTagc, arifing from the word all 
vhtcli is not uicd bcrc pcrlonally (more thaa all per[ons caii pay) 
bill for the whole wealth of the fpeakcr. So, more clearly, in 
KUg Utnry fUlt 

A/d'/- tl»nn mj aU h nothing. *' 
This line appeared obfcure to Sir William Davcnaat, for he 
altered it thus: 

I have only left to fay, , ^ 

That thou deferveft aior< IAm 1 kavi U pt§,** 

Maloni, 

• ftrvanli ; 

Which do hut what thfy fhnulJ^ hj doing rvfty Ihin'^ — ] From 
SCiipture: So wlieii ye ihall have dune all thoie thinjjs which ate 
commanded you. fay. We are unprofitable fervaiitt : we have doo* 
that which wa$ our duty to do.'* Henlbt. 

* ITCtcl it hnl vtigi tkif Jhmdi^ hj dolnf^ el/erj Ihing 

Safb toward your love and honour.] Mr. Upton gives th$ word 
/•ft t$ atf rnftavce of au adjedivt aCed adverhially. Stsbvems. 

Read -a-** (i. «. faved) toward you love and henoftr;** 

and then the tenfe will be — " Our dmics arc your cliildren, aodf 
fciv.ints or viHals lo yonr ihrouc and Hate , who do but what tlicy 
ihuuld, by doing every thing with a faving of their love and honour 
toward you. ** The whole i» an allofion .to the forms of doing ho- 
mage in the fctt'dal times. The oath of alle^ance, or ti€ge hmage^ 
In the Wmz wns ablointc and without any exception ; hut fivjple 
ktmagtf when done to a Tubjed ior lands holdcu oi lum, was always 
with a Javhg of the allegiance (the iovi and kfintur) due to the fa« 
vereipn. ♦* SauJ ' tm Joy qut jeo ioj n itnjirt Jtigkor It rtfy,*' a's it is 
in Luileton.. And i)ioiiph the exprefTion be Comcwhat flifF and 
forced, it is not more fo than many others iu this play, and fuitt 
well with the (itUatioa of Macbeth, now beginning to waver in 
bis allegiasce. For, as our author clfewhere fays. [In Julius Cmjitn] 
" TVhen love begins to ficken and decay, 
** It uCcth an enforced ceremony." Blackstome. 
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Dun. Welcome hither t 

I have begun to plant thee, and will labour 
To make thee full of growing;. * — Noble Banquo, 
That haft no leis delcrvM, nor inuft be known 
No Icfs to have done lo, let roc inioid thcc» 
And hold thee to my heart. 

Ban. There if I grow» 

The harveft is your own. 



A fimiUr exprcflioQ Occurs alTo in the Ullm ofikt fajlon FamUy^ 
Vol. n. p. 245. »• — ve thailc tynde mc to vow »t kyodc U I 
niayc bct ionfcitnjt »nd utotjhyp Javj i* " Stkevkms. 

A paflage in Cs^uTj Revmi^f, a comedy bv Beauoioiit and Flctcbert 
adds feme fuppoit to Sir William Bbcknone's cmendaiiolis- 
' I'll fpcak it freely, always my obtdttna 

And hvt prtjtrvtd %nto tit princt. ** 

So alfo the following wordt fpoken hy Heniy Duk« of LaocaAcr 
to King Richard II. at their iuterview in the Caftle of Flint ( a 
paffage that ShaVrpeare had certainly read and pcrh ipj remembered) : 

My fovcieigu lordc and kyng, the caufc of my comiDg, at ihU 
prcfcnt, is, [your l§n$nr ftved], to have iKaioc reftitatioo of.nif 
perfon, my landcs, apd heritage* |thro«gb your favoonble Uctoce. 

HolinOied's Cliroo. Vol. 11. 

Our author himfclf alfo furniOics ui with a palTage that likewtfo 
may fcrve to confiroi this tmcudaiioD. See Vol. IX. p. liSi 

Save him from danger} do niif l&p§ oad Unnr,** 
Again, in rwefftk Vi^hl: 

•* What fhail you afk of mc thm I'll deny, 

I hat ionour Jav'd may upon aiking give?" 
Again, in Cymitihtt 

I fomething fear my father's wrath, bift AOtUof 

{ Alway* TfftTv'd my holy dntf) what 

Hit rage can do on roe.'* 
Our poat bat tiud the verb to fitft in Autonj mnd C/««/a(r«# 

«-.bcft yott /mfd the bringcr - 

Out of the taoft. " Malomi. 

* _fall 9f grtmhg.'-^^} It, I believe, exuberant, perfeft, 
covptate in thjr growth. So, in OUtUtt 

•* What a Jntl fomiDt dotb tba tfaick^Hpi owtf** 

Malomb. 
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BaW» My plenteous joys» 

Wanton in fulnefs, fcek to hide themfelvcs # 

In drops of forrow. ^ — Sum; kinlmcn thanes. 

And voii whole places arc the neaieft, know, 

\\ c will cflablKh our eHate upon 

Oar cldell. Malcolm ; whom we namejiereaficr; 

1 he prince of Cuinbcriand: which honour muft 

Not. unaccompanied, invert him on!v. 

But figns of noblenefs, like ftars, Ihall Ihlhe 

On all defervers. — From hence to Invcrnefs/ 

And bind U8 further to you. 

Ma^.B; The teft is kbbur, which 16 hot |is*d Tor 
you: 

ri! be Ttiyfclf the harbinger, and make jovful 
1 he heaiina; of my wife with yourappruacU ; 
5o, humbly lake my leave. 

Duw; My worthy Cawdor! 

-.••»■. 

• Mf plenttous jois, 

Wanlon in fu/nr/s, fttk U kidt Utmjtlva ' 

in drofs 9J f'jifow. J " 

-■' — lachrytnat aoa fponte ccdeatcf 

£ffudit, gfeiliituCquc exprefBt pcdore Ixto ; 

Non aliter ttanitcHa potens abrconcle-.c meatii 

Gaudia, quam Uchrymis. Lucan. lib. ix. 
Thtn ^» 00 Etfglifli Mnflaifoo of Lucaa before iSt4.—We 
tfieet vthh the fame rentinenc again ta tke Wmter't TaU: 'Me 
feem'd fdrrow wept to take leave of them, for their joy waded in 
tear». " It is likcwifc ctnployed in the £rft fcene of Muck mU9 ahtrnt 
Jfitking. MaLoNI. 

* ktnu to laveTnefs,] Dr.JohDfon obferves, in bit Jtumq 
It Ikg WiJUrn i/lts •f StotUU^ thai the walli 6f the caEle of Mac* 
btth at inpirui/t ar* yet flaading., STfkviHf* 

The circomflance of Duncan's vifiiing Macbeth it ftipported hy 
hiftory, for, from the SrottiQl Chronicles it appear*, that it wa<* 
cuftomary for the Icing to mike a piogirfs through his dominiont 
every year. Ine^ai ei [Duncauoj laudabilit confueiudo regui 
pertranare leglontt ftaci in aane.". FtrtfiM. 5tiHtkr$n, Lib. iV: 
c. xb». • 

Vol. Xli 
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MaCb. The prince of Cambcrland!^ — ^That is 
a ftop» 

On which I muft &11 down, or clfe o*er>leap, 

\AJidc. 

>^ Singulii annis ad inopun qaereUs audicndu pctluflrabmt pro* 

vinciak." Bucban. Lib. VII. Malone. 

^ The pTtnct of Cumberland! — ] So, Holinflied, Hijl. of Sett" 
Und^ p. 171 : DuDcau having two foonetf &c. he made 4he elder 
of ihem, called M«/c«/a«, priucc of Cnw^trlmmd^ u it were thercbf 
to ai point him fuccelTor in his kiogdome inimediailie after his de« 
ceafc. Mr.ckbeih (orely troubled herewith, for that he faw bv this 
SDcani hit hope fore hindered, ( whcic« by ihc old laws of il)e 
TMlnic the ordinance wat, ibac if be tKat fliould faccccd were mot 
of able age to take the charge upon himfelf, hc ibtt Wti oext oC 
blond urito I im fhould be admiiicd,) he began to take counfel how 
he might ufuipe the kingdomc by force, having a jufl quarrel fo to 
doc (at be tookc tbc mitfr), for that Duocaoc 4i4 what Ib bim 
lay to dcfraod bim of -all nuoncr of title aod claim t, «b>ch be 
might, in litnc »o come, pieiend unto the crowne." 

Ihc crown of Scotland was originally not hereditary. When a 
fudtiioi wa» declared la the lilt-time of a king (as was often the 
cafe), the title of Priact §f CumhtrUmJ waa inmedtately beftowed 
on him a« the mark of his deGgnation. Cumbirt»nJ wai at tbat 
time held by Scotlaod of the ciowii of England* at a fief. 

S I E EVENS. 

The former part of Mr. Stcevens's remark is fupported by BeUcn- 
deo*» Ttaoflation of HtStr Boilkitu s In the mene tyme Kynjg 
Dttncane maid liis fou Malcolme Frhee of Caailir, /• Jignijj y* it 
fuld ugmt tjlyr A;m, quhilk wes ^rei difplefeir to Makbeth ; for it 
maid plane derogaiioun to the thrid ucird prnmittit afore to h\m • 
be this weird hfleris. Nochthelei be thoct gif Duncaoe wcie iiane, 
he bad maift tycht to the croan, becaufe be wes nereft of bludjrair* 
to, be tcnour of y* auld lavis maid efiir the deitb of king Fergttt« 
quhen young children wer unabcl to govern the croun, the ncrrefl 
of )air blude fal rcgne." So alfo Buchanan, Rerutn Scoiicarum 
Hlft. lib. vU. 

Doocanua e f lia Sibar.li reguli North unbromm, duos filiot 
getitJerat. Ex iis Milcolumbum, vixdum puberem, Cumbriae prac- 
lecii. id fadum ejus Macbeihus moUliiui, quam credi potcrat, 
tulit, earn videlicet moram iibi ratus injcaam, ut, priorcs jam ma- 
gidiatua (jttxta vifttm noftarnon ) adcptus, aut oninino a regno ex- 
cludicrctur, aut co tardius poiiiclur, cum prtftSura Cumhia vtlut 
tuUut ad Jufrtnum n^^ijtfmtum »tMPi& ijH UiUut** It bai becia 
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For in my way it Hes. Sfars, hide your fires! 

1 cc uot. light fee ray black and deep deiires: 
'^1 he eye wink at the hand ! yet let that be, 
Which tlie eye fears, when it is done, to fee. ' 

• ' * 

Dun. Troe, worthy Bancj^uo ; he is full To va^ 
liant;' 

Itiferted by an anonyrooui writer [Mr. Rhfon ] that the crown of 
Scotland waj always herediiarv, and thai it iTiould frcm from the 
play that Malcolm was the ^rjl who had the title ot timet of Cum- « 
bcrland." Aa cxtraA or two from Hcdor Bocthius will be faffi- 
ieicot rehtlvc to chcfe poiatt. In the tenth chapter of the eleventh 
book of his Hiftory we are ii\fortned, that Conic of the fricids of 
Kenneth (II. the eighticili king of Scotland, came among ihe no« 
bles, dciiiiiig ilicm ^o cboofe Malcolm, the fon of Kenneth, to be 
Lord of Cttmbir, y' ke mfcit y' mmf iki htUr twm U f* ft»wf$ 
mfttr ku fadtrii dtid," Two of the nobles faid, ii was in the power 
of Kenneth to make whom ht plcilcd Lotd of Cn rnhc land ; and 
Malcolm wa» accordingly appuiuted. Sic tbiu^is done, king 
Kenneth, be advife of his noblet, mkrogat y' suld tmwU coiicernin^ 
the creation of yair kin«;, and made new tawis in manner as fol- 
lowes : I. The king- beand deceflit, his cidctt fon or his eUlcft 
nepot, ^notwitbUandiog quhat fumevir age he be of, and youci)t he 
tvai bora efter hb fadctii death, fat fuccede f* crono,** lec. Nou 
withftandioi; tht» precaution, Malcolm, the cldeft fon of Kenneth, 
did not furcccd to the throne aftei the drath of iiis father ; for after 
Kenneth rcijncd Conliantine, the fon of king Culyne. To him 
fucceeded Gryme, who was nof the. fon of CooHantine, but the 
grandfoo of king DufiB. Grymc, fiiyt Boethitu, came to Scone, 
quhare be was crownit bv ihe i^nour of the auld la wis. " After 
the death of Grytnc, Mrdiolm, the fon of king Kenneth, whoaii 
^cibius frequently calU tnmt of Cumbeiland, became kin^ of 
Scotland I aiid to hia fuccacdcd Cancan, Ihe fon of his cldeft 
daughter. 

Ihefe breaches, however, in the fuccefDon appear to havcbeeo 
occabon^d by violence in turbulent times i and though the cldeil 
fon cotttd not foccced to the throne, if he happened to be a minor 
at the 4eatb of his father, yet, as by the- ancient laws the ntxt 
klotd VIZI to reif^n, the Strotiifh monarchy may be faid to have b^tt 
hereditary, fubjcd however to peculiar regulations. Malone. 

2 TnUf vtftti J««|Mi it inU faUantj ] L Mtitit ik$ 

Em 
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And in his commcndationt I am fed t 

It is a banquet to mc. 1 ei us after him, 

Whofe care is gone before to bid us welcome: 

It is a peericfs kiafmao. x [ Floutijh. Exeunt. 



SCENE V. 

Invenieb. A Room in Macbeth^s CafiU. 

Enter hadf Macbeth, reading a letter. 

Lady M.«— met me in the day of fuccrfs ; and 
i have learned bj the perjc^ejl report* they have more 
in them than mortal hnowledge, . When I burnd in dc* 
Jire to qutjiion thm further^ they made themfelves— 
air, into whi(h they vanijltd. Whiles I Jlood rapt in 
the wonder of it, came mijfives from the king, ° who allr 
haiCd me, 1 hane of Cawdor; by which uiU, before, 
thefe weird fijiers Jaluted me, and rrfrrr'd me to the 
coming on of time, with. Hail, king that ihalt be f 
This have 1 thought good to deliver thee, my deareji 
partner of greatnefs ; that thou mi^hCfi not lofe the 
dues of rejoicings by being ignorant of what greatnefs is 
promifed thee. Lsy it to thy hearty and farewell. 

JtU cs vtUamt as jou ktvt itfttihed kirn. Wc rrnift imagine, that 
while Macbeih was uticring the fix preceding Unci, Duacaa aod 
Bsaqno had been cottfcrriDg ap»n. Macbeih't eoodaft appcan to 
b&vc been their fubjeft; and to fomc eacomium fuppofcd to bavo 
kttn bcftowad on hia by Banqno, the rcpljr of Daacan refers. 

SratTiMf. 

* — tk* firjt&tjt up9Tt,\ Bjr the bcA inlelligcncc. 

Johnson. 

* — — BiiflEiV^i /r«« |J« iM^,] i. t. fBcffeogcrs. So, ia Juionf 
md CUtpatra: 

» Did |iba ajr m^i oot of aodicaso.** SniTim. 
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Glainis thoo art, and Cawdor; andfliaU be 
What thou art promisM ;-^Ye( do I fear thy. nnf 
turc ; * 

It is too full o'the milk of human kindnefs, 

To catch liic iicarcfl way : Tliou would'fl be grea^t; 
Art not witliout ambuion ; but vvithout 
Xheiiiuers Qiouid attend it. What thou wo uld'i^ 

highly, 

That wouid'fl tiiou holUy; would'Cl not playfaife* 
And yet would'fl wrongly wm: thou d^ft have, gr^l 

That which cries, Thus thou mujl do, ifihouhavi iif 
And that which rather thou dojl fear to do^ 
Titan wijhfjl Jhould be undone. Hie thee hitfa^fa 
That I may poor my fpirlts in thine ear ;^ 

And chafliic with the valour of my tongue 
All that impede^ thee from the golden round« 

• Iknuil'Jl k»Pt, l^fat fitamis. 

Thai wktck (rin, Thus ihou muft do, if thou have it; 
And that, &€.] Ai ibc objeft of Macbetb*t defire is her« ia- 
trodnced fpcakini; of iifclf, it' it neccOarjr 10 rc«4« 

■■ ■■■ tkou'd'Jl kmvt^ fT'*^ Glamis, 

Tlst *'***\ ^^V* sD^uSL dq, if thou have mt, 

^ JOHNSOW. 

^ And that uikich rmtktr tk»u dofi Jtor lo do A Tlie conflru&ioa, 
perhaps it, thoo woald'ft have that, f t. the ctowa,] which 
cries unio thee, tkpu muJl d» thus, if Ikou wonUjk iMf t/, b»4 ihou 
muft do that u)hi(h ralker, 8cc. Sir T. Hanmer without neceffitj 
icads^And that'i what mhcr^.. The djlfacuii)^ oi ihit Itoc and 
the fucccciKng hcmiaieh fccmt to have asifen Iron their not being 
canrsdcTcd at part of the fpecch uttered hj the objcd of Macbeth'* 
an>bit'on. As Ttich thev appear to me, and 1 havo therefore difi* 

tiii^ulQieJ ihcm bv ilalicks. Malone. 

Tlta rc^ulatiou it ccruiolx proper, and I have ibUowed i\, 

SnivBHS. 

• 

* rial / am poor my rpiritt ie lira* Mr |1 I meet with the fame 

exprdfion in lord Stcrlinc t Julius Ct/ar^ 1607: 

Ih^tt in mjr boCom ui'd l# jfear tky /ptr/rht." Mammb, 

£ 3 

* 
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Which fiitc and mctaphyfical Yiid doth fcem 

To have thee crown d witliaL ^ — —What is your 
tidings ? 



' * /Ir golden' round, 

M AfV4 fate and metapKjficat aid dclh ffen> 

To havf fhef ncu>n''i vifkal. ] For frtm, the fcnfe evidetJllf 
dirc^s u& to icad Jtrk. 1 he crown to which fate deftincs thee, aoci 
which prcteraatufal agenu iit4tmv$w to bffiotr upon thee. Th* 
§Hdim itumd it the dtadim. JohmioM. 

So, io AaiV: 

And wears upon his baby bro« tbcfMOid 
And lop of fovcreigoty/* STliirBMs/ 

, Mttapkfjical for fupernatural. But doth Jem In Itvt litt cvwn'A 

v'Uhu', is »-nt fenfe. lo make it fo. it fhould be fupplitd thus: 
aoU Jffm flfJiTf'My t(* hnvt. But no poetic licence would excufc tbU* 
An cafy alteration will rciWire the poet's true reading: 
^ d»tk jttih 
Xo Affre €'t>ti,ii'd lift witltl. 
i. e. they feem ahrady lo have crown'd thee, and yet thy difpo* 
fuiou at prelcnt bindeis it from taking cGTcd. Warburton. 

The worc)<, ns thev now {l.iud, have exaflly the fame roenning. 
Sucti arrangcmtut i» fu£bciently common among our aocient wriien. 

STECVEMt. 

I do not concur with Dr. VWrbiirtoo, in thinking that Shak- 
fpeare meant to fay, that fate and oietaphyScal aid feem le kapi 

crowned Macbeth. ~— Lady Macbeth means to aninnate her hufband 
lo lUc aitninmcnt of the golden round," with which fate and fii- 
peinaiuial agency fcctn to intend to ktve km crowntdf on ^ Juturt 
da>. So, iu JWs meit U*t tnd$ f/Vtii : 

»' Our deareft friend 

Ptrjudicalcs ihc bufincfis, and WOuU /OU 
»* To kave us make denial.** 
There >9* iu my opinion, a vaicrlal dificrencc between—** To 
have thee crovw'd,*' — and To have crown'd cbcc}** of whicli' 
the icarnrd commentator dors not appear to have been aware.** 

Mfiafhyjicttl, wliicli Dr. W/rhnrtoti lias jufllv obfcved, means 
Juferntttitrai, fecius iu our auiiioi i time lo have had no other 
meaning. 1^ the E»glt/h DiXonmry by H. C. i655, MtUpijfieis 
are thut explained : ** Supernatural arts. ** Malome. ' 
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Enttr an Auendani^ 

Atten. The Ling cgmes here to-night. 

' Lady M. Thou'it ooad to fay it: 

Is not thy mafter with him ? who, wer\ fo. 
Would have informM Ibr preparation. 

Atten. So pleafe you, it is true ; our thane i$ 

coming : 

Ore of my fellows had llic fpced of him; 
Who, aimofl dead iox hreath, had fcarcely more 
Than would make up his melTage. 

Lady M. Give him tending, 

He brings great nevts^ The r^en hirofelf is hoarfe,' 

[ Exit Attendant* 

* — TLt TMvtn kimjflf is har/t^] Dr. Waiburton reads: 

— — Tkt fven kmjtlf't not koa^Jr^ 
Yet f thiiik the prrrent wordi may Hand. The meflcoger, fays 
the fctvaot, had hardly brtavh io make uf< Hi m'ffanf ', to wliich 
the lady anfucrs ajcnially, that he may well uau; breath, fuch a 
mcffage would add hoarfencfi to the raven. That even the bird, 
wbofe barOi voice is accuflqnicd <o prcditt calaioilict, could not 
trtuk tkt. ttUwtt 9f. Duncaa but in, a. noic of-uowontcd harnmefs. 

Johnson. 

The following is, in my opinion, tlie fciiff r f this padage. 

Givt kim. tending t the news he brings arc woiih the (peed that 
ipade him lofc bis brcat|i. [Exit AtltnJtnt, ) "lis ctitaifi now— - 
tie raven hmftij it fpeat, it kBmtft by croaking tbit very mcflagc, 
tkt fatal rrftartce of Duncan uvdey my batflfta'titt. 

Lady Macbeth (ior(he was not y ti unjextd] was likelier to be 
deterred from her. defign than cnc»urjg.ed in it bf the foppofed 
thoQght that the nieflage and the prophecy, ( though equally fecrett 
to the mcffen^erand the ravrn,] had deprived the one of fpecch, 
and added harfKnefs to the other's note. I iiUfs we abfutdty fup- 
pofe the mcflcnc;er acquainieJ with the hiddcu import of his racf- 
fage, fptti alone *);!d iotercepud hit breath, at tef*lUi99 the raveo't. 
voice; though ilie l.idv confidcred both as orgaoi of tbat dcflioy 
wbicb^ burticd Duocao into bef mefho* f tjSKU, ' 
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That croal^s the fatal ^trance of Oancan 

IJntier my baiiieracnis. Come, come, you fpirits 
1 hat tend on mortal tlKniglus,'' unlcx mc here; 
And fill me, from ilie crown to the toe, top-fuii 
Ol uirell v-rueliy! make thick my bh-od, 
Stup up liic accels and pailago to rcmorlc ; 
hat nu co<upu;i^ious viiiungs pi nacure 

Mr. Fureli't idea, that the raven bat croaked till he is kotrfg 
with rtoukinii, '"^y Kccive luppon from the following ]^fhigi ifk > 
^omto mnd juliti : 

^* make her airy tongue more l««r/< than mioe 

*' With rtprsititn 6i 1D\ Romeo's name." 
A^n, from one of the parti of King Htniy VI : 

•* \yaiwuk ii koaijf wiih daring tlice lo arms " Steev'FNS. 

' — — C«ni<, come, jou, Jfints-~ ^ For ibc fake of ihe t^rtie [ 
|iave ventured id repeat thif Word'— .caiaf^ vrtiicb occurs only ouce 
in tlic old copy. 

All had been added by Sir WiUiam Davcnant, to fnppty tiieCme 

* mortal tkougktif] This cxpre(&on rigntfiet not /4« tkougkts 

morUiif but murdtiouSf iimdtj% or deJlttiQivt dtjigns. So, ia 

Hold fafl the m or/ai fword." 

And in anoilicr place : 

"'With iweuiy morlal murders." Johnson. 

In PiiTKt Ptnnileft kis SyppCtftion /• ikt Deiil^ by T. Na(V.c, 
1593, (a very popular patnpblet of that time,) our author might 
have fo\ind a particubr dcfciiption' of thcfc ipiriu, and of their 
office. V 

The fccood kind of dcvil^, which he mod employeih, are 
ihofe no'nbem Martii, called the /j^irits #/ uvngty and the aothora 
cf tnaflacres, and feedfrnen of mirchief; for they have comminTioa 
• * to incenft men to rapines, facrilcgc, theft, murder, wraih, fury, 
and'all niRiiacr of cruellies : and they conimaud certain of the 
fou^hetn fpirits to waif upon them, as aU6 great Ariocb, that ia 
termed <Ar'y^ifil tf rtvtngt/* MaLonb. 

* • rmorftt ] Rmtrft^ in ancient language, fignifiei pity. 

$0, in Kxj^z f-'^f • 

I hull d with rmor//, oppps'd againft the ad."* 
Again, in OtktlUs % 
**'And to obey (ball be in me rtntorje — ** 
See noui on that palTage, Ad lU. fc. iii. ' STiivim. 
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Sbake my fell purpofc. nor keep peace between 

1 lie eficd, aiid it ! ^ Coine to my vvumau'b breads, 

• 

t — , — R(jr Itfp peace httwttn 

The t^rfi^ and it'.J Ihe intent of L«dy Macbetii evidently it 
to wi(h that no woi|i«^>(h tcudfrncf^, Or cotifcicotiout icmoiT^, 
vav bitvder her purpofe fron proceeding to cffeA } but neither this, 
nor ioderd any other Icnfe, is expirHed by the prcfeni tcarliiig, and 
thereloie i: caonpt be dpubtcd lUat SUak^|>eare wrote ditteicaU/^ 
peiUapk iliuf: 

kake my Jril purpoft^ ikfl^ pac^ Ulmin^ * 
Jhf tfffl and It. — — 
T9 ktf^ pac^ btlwttn^ may fi^nifjr to faji kftuietnt to irUerrtne. 
F»e§it on many occafioos a £ivouriie of Shakrpcare*s. This pliraf^ 
If indeed no^ ufui^) in this fenft^; but was it not ilt novelty that 
gave occafion to the ptefnu corrnptioTi ? Johnson. 

— and il / j Ihe folio reads, and hit. It^ in many of our 
ancient books, it, thus fpeli. In tbf (tr(l ftanza of Churchyard's 
ptjttutji of R'htUion^ &c. 1370, we have. Hi/ is a plague — Hit 
venom caf\cb— f^ii po}foueili alU-tfini of kindc*--tfi/ flaynea thf 
aye. Stffvenn. y 
The corre^ion was made by th^ edito^ of the third folio. 
Lady Macbeth*^ purpofe was to be 'effefted by aAion. To htp 
ptmtt \iii0€t* tie eJ'eQ aitd fufp$jt^ means, to delay the execution 
of her purpofe ; to prevent its ptoceeding to t^tB. For ab long as 
there Iboulu be a peace between the cHtd and purpofc, or in other 
wo,i4*t tin noftilitiet were eomoieDcecl, till fome bloody aAioa 
Ibould be peiformed, her pnrppfc [i. e. tlie murder of Duncan] 
could not be carried into execution. So, in the following paflago 
V* i^«i^J("in, in ufiich a corrcfponding imat^ery may be traced ; 
«»Nay, in tlvf body of tbii fleOily laud, 
«»Thi» kingdom, this confioe of blood and breath, 
*• Hojfid/y and civil tumult rtigns 
" hdwetn mr roj Jcitnct and mv coufiii's death." 
A fimilar expreihon ^ found in a book which our author it 
known to have K^ad, the TtmpfU Hyjlorit of Rtmcs mnd Julitt^ 
i56«! 

^ *' In abfcnce of her kriig,bt, the Ijjdy no way could ' 

*'\Atiii truce between her ^'iejs entel Arr, though iie'cr fo fayne 
• fl»e would.** 

Sir "W. D'Avenani's ftrangc alteration of this play fomctimes af- 
fores a reafonabl^ goo4 c*aaicnt upon it. Thui, in tiiepiefci^ 

iniUnce ; * ' . " 
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And take my milk for g^ll,^ yoa iiiur<fring mbif- 

Wherever in your fightlefs fubftances 
YoQivait on neture^s niifcbief ! ^ Come, thick nigbt,^ 
And pall thcc^ in the danncft fmokc of hell ! 
l^hsit my keen knife^ fee not the wpund it makes; 

•» make thick 

** My blood, ftop all paflage to remorfe } 

That no relapCcs ioto mercy may * 
«• Skaie fli; dt^gn^ nor make it ftM hif$n 
"'tis riprnd tc fpf!." Maiont. 

* ■ taii mj mtlk Jor ^«/^] Tait dLV/ay mj nt/i, and pu( gmll 
lato the place. Johnson. 

^ r«s wtfti $n aatarit mifchief !] Natnrt^s mi/thief is raifchieC 
done to nature, violation of Mttarc'i ofder connnittcd by ivickcd* 
nefi. Johnson. 

' — ■ C0me, tkiei nigki, kc] A fimilar iovocatioo is found in 
A Wurwing far fnrt VFe«ni, i^99« * tragedy which wai certainljr 
yrior to Mathlh : 

** Oh fable "'g^t, fit on the eye of heaven, 

** That it difcern not thii black deed of darknefs ! 

« My guilty foul, bunit with Ivft'i batefol fire, 

*• Muft wade through hlood to obtain my vile*defirt9 

•* Be then my coverturt, tliick ugly vigkl ! 

*^ The light hajies me, and i do haie the light.** 

» Kaloms, 

* And pall ikei ] L e. wrap thyfeirin a p^ll. 

Waubirton. 

A pall is a robe of flate. So, in the ancici|^ blacl^ letter romaACc 
9f Eglamoure of Artojiy no date \ 

•* The koyghtes were clothed in /a//.** 
Ag^n, in Milton's Ptnjertf9 f 

•* Sometime let gorgeous tragedy 
*• In Iccpicr d pall come fwccpiog by." 
Dr. Warbnrton fecnt to mean the covering which It thrown over 
the dead. 

To pally however, in the prcfent inflance, [A Mr. Douce ob» 
Cerves to roc,) may fjmply mean— to wrap^ to inxtjl. Stlevens. 

9 TkMt my kuM knife — -..J The word knifty which jit prefent 
has a familiar undignified meaning, was aneienily uCed to exprefa 
a fword or da^ftr. So, in the o|4 btach letter romance oi Sjr 
£gi«aiear« of Arttji^ no date : 
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Nor heaven peep through the blanket of the dark,' 

To cry, IJold, hoLdl^ Great. Giamis ! worthy 

Gawdor i ' 

** Through Goddes mvc>it. and his iaj/tt i 
•* There the gyaun:e loft hij lyfe." 
Ag»io» in Spenrer't Fatrj Qvtin^ B. I. c. vi : ' 

the red*croCi knight wa» llain with paynlif hUft** 

STFFVrNS. 

To avoid a multitude of exiimplcs, xvhich in the prcfcnl inflance. 
do not fcem wanted, J iliall only obicrve that Mr. Stecvens > rc> 
mark night be tfoafiraicd by quoiations without «nd. Ried. 

* -<if blaokct •/ ikt iwk^] Draytoo, ia the f6itb foog of 

hif folycUion, hat an cxprcQion rcrembline t^ 'n : 

Thick vapours, that, like r«^, iUU bang the uoublcd 
air." SxrfVFNs, 

PtfiyclhUn was not publiflicd till after tbii play had cer* 

tainly been eabibited ; but in an earlier piece Drayton hat the fame. 
CXprclIion : 

The fuUcD nigki io raiflie f^^gS' is wrapp'd." 

Mnlmerhdos^ 410. 1596. 
Bhnhi was perhaps fotgcfled to our poet by the coaTTe wftltn 
turtsin of his own tf^csttr, through which prohably. while the 
^Ottfe wa» yet but ha'.Mighted, he had himfcif otien pnftd* — In 
Kinj! Henrj VL P. III. we have~*' aighi's tt^triwrt** 

A kindred thought is found ia our aotlior't Rmfi e/ LmtruM^ 

•* Were Tarquin night, {a< he is but niglu's child,) 
The iilvei-<h»r>jiig queen J)e would diAain ; 

** llcr twinkling hand*maidji too, (the liars] by him defiVd, 
Through si^4ri hlaik le/sn (boold not /fi;^ again." 

MA1.0KF. 

* ft erj. Hold, hold!] On thi» pafiage there is a long ciiiicifn 
ia the Hmmhltr^ Nunher 168. Johnson. 

In this crilicirm the epithet aun is ubiecled to as«a mean one. 
Klilton, Iiowcvcr, ^ppeart to have been 01 a differeift (^pinion, and 
^as reprcfcnicd Satan as Hying ^ 
in'thc iae air fublitne." 

Gawio t>oi{glas employs iaa as a fynpnyne to /«fv««. 

Sirrvrs?, 

, To cry, Hold, hold !] The ihouaht is taVcn fiom the old mili- 
t.aty laws whuh intjiAcd capital punilhmtnt upon ''wbofocver 
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Enter Macbeth. 

w 

Greater than both, by the all-hail hereafter! 

1 hy letters have iranlpoiLed beyond 
This ignorant prcfent,^ and 1 kei DOW 
iijturq iu ilic jaiiant. ^ 

(hall ftrikc ftroke at hii a'lverfary, eifher \n the heat or otherwife^ 
if a third do cry hold, lo the imeat lo i><t>i ihcm; e&ccpi iliat the/ 
did fight t corobai in a ptac« iiiclorcd : aod then no man (ball b« 
fo hardy ai to bid kcliy but the general." P. 264 of !4f. llcllay*a 
Jnjrudions for tkt Wtrs. nanOated in i58g. ToLi et. 

Mr. ioliet'i note will likcwife illuflrate the lafl line in Mac- 
beth*! concluding fpccch : 

And dtmo d be bin who ftrft ctift, m^k r 

SrEEVFN$. 

* GrtBl GUmis i worlky C0u>Jar !] SHakfpeare has fupi^orted the 
cbarader of lady Macbeth by repeated effoit>, and oevcr omiis any 
•pportunity of adding a trail of ferocity, or a ma^k of the ikant ^jf 
biim.in fcclingt, to this uionfter of his own creatioa> The foftef 
pafltous arc inore obliterated lu her tU^n in lier hufband, in propor- 
tion at tit% ambition is greater. She lueet^ him here on hii arrival 
from an expedition of danger, with fuch a (alutatlon at wentd have 
become one of his frien it or vaOah ; a faliuation apparently fitted 
rather to raife his thoughts to a level with her own p ttpofes, thaa 
to tcAify her joy at his return, or oaaniieft an aiiachmeut to hi» 
perfon : nor docs any Centimenl enpreffive of lov»> or foftoefit fall 
from her throughout the pUy. Wiiilc Marbetli himfelf, amiuH the 
horrors of his guih, ftill rediti* a cha adti Icfs ficnd-Iike th in tli.it 
of his queen, talks to her wiih a fle^rcc of icudcnicfs, .itid pouTt 
bis complaints and feats into, her boiora, accompanied with terms 
of endearment. SnevsMS. 

' Till ignorant prefent,] /^atreai has here the fignification of 

■iiiiiOfvfn^' ; that is, I feci by anticipation thofe i-rur'- bnuouri, of 
which, acco.diag to the piocefs of natute, the prefcni tame irottU 
be i!^nof»ni. Johnson. 

So, in Cfnheimf : 
' V — — his Ihipptog, 

Poor ij^norant baAbleSi** ItC. 
Again, in Tke Timftji: 

** — >— -t^araii/ fumes that mantle v 
Their dearer letfon.** Stmvih^ 
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Macs. My dcarcft love, 

Duncan comes here to-night. 

Lady M. And when goc$ hence? 

Macb J o-jnorrow, — as he purpoles. 

Lady M. O, never 

Shall fun that morrow fee ! 
Your fiacc, my thane, is as a book, where mefl 
May read ftrange matters :^ — To beguile the time, 
Look like the time ;^ bear welcome in your eye. 

This igngrsnt prcl«ttt«] Thui the old copy. Some of our m9> 
dcm editors read: ♦* — prefeni time." but the pbrafco!o{iv in the 
text is ftequent in our author, as well as oibcr ancient wriieri. S* 
in the fifft fccat of Tkf Tmprjl : «« If yon can conasnd tlicfe de* 
menttto filencc, and woik the peace of iki. frifnt^ we will not 
hand a rope more." The (cnfe does not require the word <iaif, 
and it is too intich for the meafme. Again, in Cbritlmnus! 
And that you not delay ikt frtjeni ; but" 8cc. 
Again, in CtrMiwu I. ch. av. v. «««*of whoaa the greatar 
pan remain unto tku prrftnt** 
Again, in Antony and Clropairtt 
*^ Be pleas'd to leil ui 

•* (For thit ia from the prefeni] how ytfu take 
The offer 1 have fen t you." SraayiNt. 

^ Tour face, my Iksne, is as a iooi^ inhere men 

Maj itady Sec] That is, thy looks arc fucb as will awaken 
aBen**t coriofiiy, excite their attcatlion, and make rooa for fofpi* 

cion. Hfath. 

So, in reticles Prince of Tyre, 1609: * 
Htr Jact tkt hook of praifcs, wktrt it read 
Nothing but cuiious ptcafuret/* SttaviMS. 

Again, in oor anihor'a R^i §J Lnutiut 

Foor women't /ecu are thait own (aulii* laaii.** 

MALOiia. 

* — — to btfuilt tkt tiwUf ^ 
l«ok like the time i] The btta tzpicffion occnn in the 8tb 
hook of DaoieVi Ctvit ifflrt t 

•* He draws a travrrfe 'twixt his grievances ; 
•* L»§k» Ukt tkt tim€i hii eye made not report 
•* Of what be felt within ; nor waa ha tcfi 
Than ufually he wat in every parlt 
Wore a cleat lace npon a cloudy heart*** SniflNa. 
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Your hand, your tongue: look like the innocent 
flower. 

But be the ferpent under it. He that^s comicig 

Mud be provided for: and you (hail put 
This night's great bulincfs into my deipatch ; 
Which ihall to all our nights and days to come 
Gi\^ folcly fovereign fvvay and mailcrdoni. 

Macb Wc will ipcak /uriher. 

Lady M. Only look up clear; 

To alter favour ever is to fear : ^ 
Leave all the reft to me. [Exiunii 

SCENE VI. 
The Jame. Before the CafiU*. 

tiaulbop, ScrjanU of ^^luchcih ai lending. 

Enter DuscAS, Mxlcolm, Donalbain, BAN(i_rjo, 
Lenox, Macduff, Rosse, Angus, and Alien-' 
dants. 

Dun. Th\i callle hjith a pleafant feat ; ' the air 
Nifldbly and fvreetly recommends itfelf 

The feventh and eighth books of Daoiel't Cml Wan Wert not 

publifhed till the year i6oq; [fee the Epiflle Dcdicatoric lo td it 
cdiltoa:] fo that, li eiilicr poet copied the other, Daniel muft 
bave beca iadchted to Shakfpeare i for there can be little doubi ibae 
Mathttk hid been cihibited before that year. Maloni. • 

* T» alter favour ever is lo fe^r : { So, in Lovt*s L§t9w'i L9JI: 
»• For hliiOiinj cheekj by tauhs are bred, 
And Jrart by u/kUe ihowii.'* 
fivWT is— look, counteaance. So, in tr^itnt and CttlfiiM : 

»'J[ kuowf vour favour, lord Ulyfl'et, well." SrttvEN*. 
7 This cajile hatk a pleafant feat;] Sfat here means jituation. Lord 
Bacoo fay», *^ He that buildi a faire houle upon *a til feat^ com- 
nitlcth hinfelf to prifoo. Neither doe 1 reckoa it an tU Jtat^ only 
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Unto dut gentU reofes.' 

Ban. This gaeft of faniiBei:, 

The temp1e*haiiiiting mirtlet,' docs approve, 
By his lov*d xnaniionry, that the heaven*8 breath. 
Smells wuoiDgly here : no juuy, frieze/ buarefs, 

where the aire it uawholfome, but likcwife where the aire it vm* 
equal ; M v6tt flialt fee manv fine f§mts fet apoa m knap of {roand 
invlroocd wiih higher hilU rouod about it, wbercbyr the beat of tho* 

funtip is pent in. and ihe wind gaihereth as in trouvj;h- ; Co as you 
(hall have, and thai fuddenly, at great divcrfitieor beat and cold, as 
if you dwelt ia fevcval placet.*' sd edit. 410. i632, p. sS?. 

Riio. 

1th' taJU Uik m pltmftnt fft,] TliSt fhdrt dialogatf between 

Duncan and Ranquo, whilft thev are approaching the gates of 
Macbcth's ciHle^ has always appeared to mc a flrikiog inflance of 
what in painting is termed rtpoje. Their cooverfaiion very oaturali]r 
luraa uptfn the beauty of itt fitoatioo, and the plcalantaefi of the 
air; and Banquo, obferving the martlet'^ ncfts io every rcceft of 
the cornice, remarks, that where thofe birds inofl breed and haunt, 
the air is delicate. The fubjed of this quiet auU cafy converfatioa 
gives chat rcpofe fo neceflar^ to the mind after the tomoltoom 
buRle of .the preceding fceoes, and perfeAly contrails the feeiM of 
Iiorror that imniediately fuccceds. it feeros as if Sliakfpeare alked 
bitotclf, What is a piiace likely to fay to his aitcadauts on fuch aa 
occafion. Whereat the modem writcn fecm, on the cdotrary, to 
be always fearching for new thoughts, fuch as would never occur t6 
men in the fttinnoti which is reprcfcnted. — This alfo is fieqiicntly 
the piadice of Homer, who, from the midft of battles and horrorsi 
relievet aod refreflics the niiid of the reader, by introducing fome 
quiet rural inage, or piAore of fuajUar doiieaick life. 

SikJ. Rbynolds. 

• Unto our gentle fenfes. ] Stnjcs are nothing more than each man's 
J*n/t. Gtntlt ftnji is very elegant, as it means placidy calm^ cotnpoftd^ 
and intimates the peaceable delight of a fine day. Juhn»on. 

t mmrlUlt] Ibit bird it in iM old ediiion called »«rM. 

JOHMfOll. 

The correQion was made by Mr. Rowe. Malone. 
it is fupporied by liic following paliage in Jkt mtrckMni of V*- 
mu s 

like the wiartUt 
•t Builda in the weather OA the Outward wall." 

Stievens. 

* ■ no jutty, fritu,] A comaaa Ihould be placed after juttp. 
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Nor coigne of vantage,^ bat this bird hath ilia<fe 

liib pendent bed, and procreant cradle: Where 
they* 

MoH breed ^ and haunt, 1 have obrerv'd, the air 
Is delicate* 

Acuity, or jfih. (for fo it ought rather to be written) U not here^ 
as hat been fuppofed, an epithet to /rirzr, but a fubftiniivc ; Ogni* 
• fvmf that pan of a building which (hoots forward beyond the rcll. 
See Florio's Italian Diftionarv. 1 3q8 .• *' Bar'acane. An ^oul» 
nooke Of comer ftandiug ovit of a boufc a jrttit — " SpoUo. A 
porch« a poital, a bay window, or out-biuting, or jttlit, of a 
boufe. that jettiei ovt ferther thao anie other part of the houfe.**~ 
Sec airo Surptndut in Cotgrave's French OiA. i6ti : **hj§Hbi 
an oui-jctting room." Mmone, 

Shaklpcare ufe> the verb lo Jvtiy^ in K. Htntj V : 
•»_as fearfully as doth a galled rock 
O'crhaug and juttf his coofoundcil bate.** Stbevins. 

* — «ca^a« •/ vaaia^i,] Coovcnieot corner, Johmiom; 

SOt in Ptrichs : 

** By the four oppofaag ceignes^ 

«« Which the world together joiM." SriiViM. » 

* Hit ptmdnt M, Md prttrtmt cradle: Wknt tk*^—] LcK 
the reader fhould think this verfe defedive in harmony, he ought 
to be told, th.it n^rtflt wat once Written and pronoonced netlt 
aod neeld^ fo tradU was contracted into craie, and confcqucntl/ 
nturcd ai^ a nonofyllable. 

Thus, in the fragmtnt of an ancient OhriioMi carol now bcCoro 
mcs 

— on that day 
<«Did aungeU round hi«b mtoiftet 
** As In hit cra/f he lay.** 
In fome parts of Warwickfhire (as I am informed) the iTOfd it 
dcawUngly pronounced at if it bad been written ~cr««/r. 

ST£i.VftNS. 

* kntd~J—-] The folio, — muj hrui, Stlxvens. 
GorrcAcd by Mr. Rowro. MiiiiOMi* 
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Enter Lady Macbeth. 

Dun. Sec, fee! our lionoutM hoftcfs! 

The love tbat Follows us, fotnedine is our trouble^ 
Which.nin wt thank as love, iicrein 1 teach yoo. 
How you fliall bid God yield us for your pains, 
Aud thauk us for your trouble.^ 



• Tke lore Ikat JoUous ui^ Jumetitnt is our troutUt 
Wkitk jtiti vt tkmnk mt hne, HereU I temtk you^ 
Uow JhtH God yield us for your paiiii, 

■ Aii'l il auk ^l^ f.)r vovir tioviblc | 74- a'tert'inn that is paid HI. 
(f«VS Uunc Ml on liciii^ l.j.ly Macbeth ccnc lo mcci liiip,) J<}mtfimes 
givti us fainy ukrn o e leJi'H tktl w/ ^i; < tiouhlf lo olkftif yet Jiitl 
Wt €mt,not int ke ptfnjtd wUk Jmth »H«»ti9ms, httmuft tkt} mrt m prtpf 
of njftflun, -So far is clear; - buiof (he rollowing woids, 1 coniefi, 
I h:iV(r no verv ihtiiti'^ coriccpliuu, aiui fufpcd (liem to be coirupt. 
Pcrhapf) ihc incauiiig is, — bj btmf^ ik* occajion oj Jo tnuik htubtt i 
Jwinilh you wiik m moth't U Itraj to keavn to uwrd m» ftr tke ^9 
1 ^vt you, mafmuch :\s the havins; luch an opporluniiy of Ihowing 
your loyalty may hereafter prove brncfi ia' lovo-i; at / hftfin alfo 
I afford you « molit't to tftani me Ji^r the trouble I give )0K,''bccaufe 

by Ihowing me fo mticfa atteniiou, (however paiiJal u m%Y be to 
me to be the cau^ of it, } you have an opportunity of difplayiog aa 

ami.'^ble t !i .r.ivlfr, and of iu^^iatiaiing yourfclf w ; tli \our fovereigol 
which filially may briu^ you both |*ro6t and honour. Malonk. 

This pifft^e U undoubtcdiv obfcurc, and the following it tbt 

btfl cxplicaiinii of it I ntr. able lu ofler. 

. Marks of tfjffd imloituriu'ci Jr^uti, art Jametimts trouhltfomi^ 
Ikoagk tut mtt Jtitl hound to h giattfui for tktm ms indiestiuns $J JatcerB 
atUckment. If you piay for ui on a'etunt »f tkt tr^nkU w« vrtmti i» 
your koujf, and thnnt u' fur ike mnle fl ati>ns wt hritij^ wilk UJ, it mu^ 
kf on fuck a fnntipte. Hei'in I teack yfK, tiul tkt inconvenience yuu 
Jujftry it tki ufult of out ajfrdton; and Ikmt yen mrt tktrtfun 1$ f^iaf 
Jor Ki, or tkank «j, far as P'^fffS and ikanis torn ki de/ervtd 

for iiiiilntjfts ikat fatt>>\ie, ai d konouis that nfjt'Js. You art ^ in /ftort^ 
to male your aiino-i li Ji^-nmli for iiifm-Jed rtj^iQ and lovt^ kowerer 
irkfvmt our pttftnt modi oj exfrejin^ tkrm ma) kave proved. — To kid 
i» here ufed in the Saxon ienfc~«to /r«y. Sfecvens. 

How yoM yh«f/ ki4 GoJ-yicld ua — ] To bid any one f*od-yiid 
A/n, i. t» Ood'ptU kirn, wak the fame at Cod ctward him. 

Vol. XI. F 
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Laot M. 



All our fcrvicc 



Iff every point twice done, add then done double. 
Were poor and (iagle bufincfs, to contend 
Againft ihofe hononrs deep and broad, wherewith 
Your majefty loads out houfe : For thofe of old» 



We cours'd him at the heels, and had a purpofc 
To be his purveyor: but he rides well; 

t believe yitidt or, as it is in the foUo of 163 S, e^ld^ b a eor^ 
ruptcd contraAion of ^flUild, Tbc wilb iakpl«res not rttnardt bot 
frittSien, Johnson. 

I rather believe »i to be a corruption of Cr/i-yirld, i. e« tcwaid* 
AulOhj and Clfof'atra, v e meet with ii at Ico^ib : 
*' And the goJs jieid you for'l. '* ^ 
Again, in 'the luterlude nt jMh §md Efmn^ i56S: 

C9d )ildt ^os, Efau, with ^11 <ny floniach." 
Aeain, in the old mtuical romance qISjt iiuj tj Wsrwick^ bl, 1. 
ao daijc: 

Sir, quoth Guy, Otd jitld il you. 

Of this great gift you give me now." 
Afxio, in Chixjcet's Sompnourr'^ Ta!', v. 77'ig; Mr. Tjrrvrhitt's e4it. 

^* God ytldt you adoun lu your village. 
Again, one of the Psjf^n Utters^ Vol. iV. p. 333, begins thus: 

To begin, Gcd jdd yut for my hats." 
God Jliitld means God forbid, and coufd never be nfcd at a' form of 
leluruiug ihauks. So, in r:»,jiuci*» Millets Tale: 

God Jhildt that he ditd fodtuly. " v. 3427$ Mr. Tjr- 
whfti*t edit. Stcivens. 

' IfV rtjl J0W hermits. ] HnmtSt for beadfmen. 



That is, we as l«raulr OuU always pray for you. So, in drdm 
§f ftvtrjh'am^ iSgt; 



«• ■ ■ worlhipfnl br, 
1 (hall be Bill your braJ/man. ' 
This pUrafe occurs frequenil/ in Tk4 t»J§m iMItn. 

» m Sra^VANS. 
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•1 



\ 



Digitized by.Googlc 



MACBETH. 



67 



And his great love, fliarp as his fpur/hath Kolp him 
To his home before us: Fair.aud noble hulltis, 
Wc are your guefl lo-nigbt. 

Lady M. Your fcrvants ever* 

Have theirs, thcmfelvcs, and whatis theirs, in compt, 
1 o make their aadit at your higlinef& pieafure, 
Still to return your own. 

Dun. Give me your hand : 

.Condnd me to tnine hofi; we love him highly^ 
And fliall continue our graces towards him. 
By your leav^, hoftefl. [Exeunt. 

• kis irwi /m, jfttff^ 0i Am J^A So, in tmljtk NigU^ 

Aft lil. fc. iii : 

•* — my defire, 

Uwt Jharp than fled ptl^ did fpor IBC forth.** 

STEtVBNf. 

'* Your fnvanti tptf^ .tec. ] The ^eUphot in thlf fpccch ii ukcii 
from theSieward's comptinc^ houfe or audit-Tootn. In compl, means, 
JtkjtdHo Acctfiu/. Ihc fenrc of the whole is:— Hi, *nd ail who 
hhng U lu, /«•! •^•11 fir Intm 4nd ftrtwt tu »tt pmn proptfim, 
hut as tkinp «« kmpt uttivti mulj for jtur tt/Jr, tmi for which rai 
rnujl be accounta^'le vkenmcr jfiu pltaje to call ui to Our audit; whtn^ 
like faithful fttwatdif tut Jhatl ht nady to anjwtr f9ur JunmOMS^ hp 
Tiluruing j»u what u pout own, Stl&V£NS. 
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SCENE VII. 



The fame. A- Room |o ike Cajile* 

Hiiuthjys and torches* Enter, and j>afs over th^ Jla^t^ 
a frwcr, ' mid divers JervauU wUiiuijhci and Jcivicc, 
then enter Macbeth. 

Macb. If it were done,^ wben'tis dope, then 
'twere well 

It were done quickly: If th^ alTafllnatton^ 

* Entire — m Ttvtef*] f bavt Mored tliii ilage«direaioti from 

the ol! cop. . Tlic o'iice of a frwtr was to pUce the dtflies in otder 
at a iciil. His chief mark ot diltindtoa was a towel rounJ his 

ar:n. So, in Bcu )oafon's Siitnt iVomani '■^ cUp nac a dean 

ttwe! abonc yoa, ltk« a ftwir," Again See, fir AoaorMS hai 
bU hmt oa alrcadf . { He eoim a' ftmer, " ] SrEEVtua. 

* // 1/ wtrt done, t'i. J A fentimeot parallel to this otcurj In. 
Thf l'iocff,li. (^\ r.;nif:ji Gttmi'f in i^e Vnuiler Plot. *' It would have" 
been commendable, when it luu beca doue, though uot before.'* 

FAEMBft. 

* // th •faJpMaHtu &c. ] Of tbii foliloqujr tbc meaning 
is DOC very clear i I h^ve never found the readers of Slukfgcartt 

agreeing about it. I uiideiiUiid it ttius : 

11 il.ai which i aiu about to do, when it ik once dont zud ex* 
^cuied, were ^M«and ended wtihouc any following effcds, it would 
tbcn be befl to d» il^uitily: if :he muidcr could lerminate io itfelf, 
atid rcdiaio the regular courfr of courcqucncts, if its ficir/s could 
ftcutc iii juTiec/r, if, bcii'g once douey* cj/i/:;//), wiihoai deicttion, 
it could /Ex a ptiiod to all vcueeance and enquity, fo that tkis blow 
Blight be all tliac I bave to do, aud tht* anxiety all tbat 1 have to 
fulfcr ; if thii could be my condition, even kerr io /in worlds ia 
i'ww contf;tCtcil period of le^rfior i! cviflci.ce, on this nairow I'ur.k 
in t'lo oceau ui clciuity, I t^id jumf ikf Jif to co^t^ 1 would 
venture upon the deed wilbont care of ani^ future flate. Bat tbia 
i» one of iko/e niftt Id which judgement ia pionoanced and vengeance 
jnfl dtdup'>n us <.'rr in our pri fen* life. Wf tcac'i oihert tO do aa 
vre have doue, aud arc pumlhstl by our own example.** 

Johnson 
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Gould trammel up tlic confcqucncc, and catch, 

\Vi(b his (uiceaie, iacccU; ' umt bui liiis uiow - 

arc told by Drydcn, that Ben Joofnn in re^diug foroe bonv> 
baft fpceches in Mddetk^ which mre n«t t9 he vnJtrJocd, ufcd 10 fay^ 
thMit vmi. korrour." — Perhaps the prcTcnt paflage was one of th<^ 
thus drprrii iicd. Any pcilon Vjut lius cnvu»i.is clcirador wovild have 
dwell Willi plcafure on ilie iianricudeai beauties of thii iublime 
tragedy, wliich, zhci Oikfllo^ is perhaps our author's gieaicft woik; 
and woald have been more apt to have baen thvo^irn into firoug 
fhuddm** and btopd-fier^iTig n^tics," hv its iutcrcfting and high- 
Wroupht fcencK , than 10 have been oO.ca lcd by anv imuMniry 
hardacis of its lan^aagc ; (or fuch, it appears from the context, is 
what he meant by 4«rr««r. lhat tfarre are dillicult pafTaues in this 
tragedy, caunoi be denied; but that there ate fome bomb*Ji 
Ipcccfies in it, wktih nrt nft to he uf itrjivi.t," as Drydcn affeits, 
will not very readily be granted to him. ttoiu tlus alleition how* 
ever, and the verbal altcrationt made by him and Sir W. D'Ave* 
nantinfome of our author's plavs, I think it clearly appears that 
Pryifrn and the other poeti of the liiiji- of Charles II. were not 
Very dccplv (Icillcd in the language of l*icu predeccflorj, and that 
Siiakfpearc vvj& not fo well underfluod bfi/ years after Uis death, as 
he is at (his day. Malone. 

* Caald trammel up tke e$m/tfutnei, mi ca/cA, 
With his furccifc, fttcccff} J 1 think the rcafoniog requires that 

we (hould rrad : 

. yyitk its fuccefs furceafe. Johnson. 

A irMmmtl is a net in which either birds or fiflies are caught* 
80, in Tkt IJt of 6a/fs, i6S3 : 

** Each tree and fhrub wears trammeh of thy hiir. " 
Surctsfi i» ceflation, Hop. So, in Tke Viliant \ytlthman^ 161S: 

Surxea/e brave brother: ^oituuc hath crown U ojr • 
brows. " 

Bi^ is nred ioAe^Ml of i/i, in many places. Stscvcns. 

The pfifonal pronoiins are To frequently nfcd bv Shakfpearet 
inftc.id oi the imperfonal, that no amendment waul I be nec' {(.iry 
in (his pafi.tgc, even if it were certain that the pronoun Hi icicrs to 
affajfiTiaticn^ which feems to be the opiniou nf Johnfon and Sieew«nst 
but 1 think it more probable that it refers i ] Duinan; and tli3( bv 
hit firctnfi Nfachcih means Vuncan't dtatk, which was tbf o^jcA 
of h i*> cuntc mplauon. M. MasON. 

His certainly may refer to ajfajji-jatient (as Dr. Jbhufon by his 
propofed alteration feems to have thought it did,) for Stukfpeare 
very frequently ufes Its for i/t. But in this place perhaps his ir'ers 
tn Doacans and'ih« meaning ouy be, if the aflalhaation, at the 
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Might be the be-all and the end-all here. 

But here, upon this bank and fhoal of time.' — 
We'd jump the lile to come." — But, in thefe cafes. 
We dill have judgement here; that we but teach 
•Bloody inllruclions, which, being taugiit, return 
To plague the iaventor: ^ i hisevea-haadedjuftice* 

fame time thnt it puts an end to the life of Duncrn, could procure 
me unalioycii happiucft, promotion to the crowo pnmoUHcd by th^ 
compnntttov* vifiiiagi coofdence, To cm/t often figoifi«i 
in ihcfe'pUyt, to Hi. So, in AWt Wilt Umt tnis W«U; 

Or, ere thev meet, in me, O nature, craft." 
1 think, however ii \% morf probable tUai ku h ufcd for i^j, aafl 
that it relntM lo of 'Jihsiiin. MAU»iiC. 
9 ^^Jk9»l •/ fiwr,] This it Theobald** enendationt nndoub* 
'> Udlx rigln. The old edition hat /ci«»/, and Dr. Waibvrtoo JMmu 

JOHNSnif. 

By the J}ioal cf time our author meant the ftiallovr ford o£ UCe^ 
beivfn us and the nhvfi of eier«»ilv. Sl»F\lNS. 

• Wt'd jump tkt lift t<i comt.\ So, in Cjmhtltne^ AO. V. fc. iv; 

— or jumf th mJUt-snquuy on your, own peril.** 

*« \9t*6jHmp the life to come,** certainly menns, We*d kazarj or 
nm (he ri(k of whai might happep in a (utuie ftaie of being* 
Sp, in Antony and Clmptira: • , ' 

^-.Onr fortune lief 
^* Upon (bit jan/*** 
AgfiO, in Cotiolanvs: 

and uilh ' ' x 

■* To jvmp a body with a dangeront phyficb, 
•* That't i^rt of death vrithoui it." 
See rote on this paflage, A A 111, fc« i, llALOM. 

' _ — _ ti f ( n( l/atk 

7« p/aguf tir invtvlf! ] So« in Bellenden't trtnllation of Hcdew 

Bor'hiui: •* He (Macbeth { wat led be wod furyit, as y< nature 

of :t'l t\r.i'>nls '< . qulnlki conqutnis l.:n(iis or kin^do^)CS be 
vranj^iis ittil, ay lull of ticvy liiuci.i and drcdour, and ttaiJltHf iik 
mm* t» de Jiilik twites tp iym, «< it did mftrt la «f4ir.** Malomb. 

* - I hit ivtwimuled jvjiite — j Mr. M. Mafon obfcrvct ^at 
we might more aJvantaccoully lead — 

. TLu\ cvco-'iandea juilice. 8tc. STtF.VEX.s. 
The old fcadini; I believe to he the true Qne. bcctu^c Sbakfpea^re 
bat very freiiucutly nfcd tbit mode of cxprcffion* So, n little 
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Commends the ingredients^ of our poifon'd chalic<; 
To our own lips. ^ He's here in double truft: 
Firfl, as I am his kinfman and his fubjecfl, 
Sfon? both aeainfl the deed; then, as hi^ hofl, * 
Who Ojould againfl his murderer fhut the .door| 
Not bear the knife royfeli. Hefides, this Duficafi' 

borne his facqlties fo meelk,^ batb been 
So clear in his great office, that his virtues 
"WiH plead like angels, trumpet tongu^J, againf^ 
The deep damnation^ of his tiiking-o{F: 
« 

lower BcUdci, tiis IXuacan," kc, Agaio, in JC. HaoBf JKm 

P. i: ^ 

*% Tb»t tUi fane cbild «|f b«in«iir and rcaowa, 
«« Tkii, gallant Hnifpar, Ikis alLptailed iLnigbt^." 

MAlONf. 

' Commenda li# iMgrtiitnts <— j Thus in a fubreqttcnt fccnil of 
\hi% play: ' . • , 

t wipi your hoffcs fwift, and fure of Coot, 
And fo I do comfMd you 10 ihfir barKs. '* 
This verb has vazny fbadci of meaning, it fctoil tO fi^<* 

mify ojjers^ or ncommmds. SXEgVEttS. 

* - ■ 9%t fO{/ond chalice 

T« §»f 9wt J Our poet, 0pis M«tf*« U0rf moiloque^ Hfonld 
Soop to borrow a' fwcet from any flow«r, bowcvcr bmoble in ita 
(ituation. 

'» I he prickc of confrirnrc '[.\m Holinfljfd) cjiiTed Ijim ever to 
icare, kft be lUouid Ll icivcd oi iht Uinc cuf a& he had iniuiAcr'd 
to his pradeceffor. ** Sticvins. 

* H^k hrnt Us lacoltics /« flif«l, j focaHiM, for ofiMe, tzmitt 

of power, &<. Warburton. 

*' Dunrati {fsys Holii.fhcil] was fofc mid gentle of nnture.*'— . 
And agaiq ; Macbcib fpoke much auainfl the lU'ig t fofiDeft, 
and overmuch flackneU in punifhing olieoders. " Stkevins^ 

* Th deep daa:nation.i- ] So, in i d9l/ii(l Dijf urji 9J s Ltrd 
•ad a Lai/tf, by Churchyard, 159S: 

ill Ibte 

»• Of dttpt ' Jamnattpn ftood. " 
I Ihould not h;<ve thought thii little coiiicideace worth noting, 
bad I not founii ii in a poem which il (hould feem, from oihec 
paOages, that Suakrp^art bad read and rcmembcMd. SrKpiMi* 
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And pity, like a naked new*borit babe. 
Striding the blaft, or heaven's chcrubtn, hor$*d 
Upon the fighilefs couriers of the air,' 
Shall blow the hortid deed in evcrv eve, 
That tcaih (hall drowu the wind.' — 1 have no fpur 

• — i if ktgvn's clffv^fa, kors*d • • 

Up»» He JigktUJt coutien •/ tk* «tr, ] C»nri*r \% ontv nias#r. 
CHlritu $J «tr arc wnrfi, air in motion. SigkiU/t U innfthle. 

Johnson. 

Again, in this phy : 

»» VV'herever ill your JgUlt/t fubftanccf, " Sec. 
Again, in Hejrwood't Bfitn A^t^ i6iS: 

Tbt flamei of hell and Pluto's firct. ** 

Again: , 
*t Haih any Jigktlefs and inferual fire 
Laid hold upon my flefli?** 
Aftio, in Warnrr'i ^(^t»i'f E' ci<indy i6o9, B. II. e. "x'^ • 

The fc curing windi that J^gkUtJi an the foundiug air d« 

fly.** SifcEVLNS. 

So, in A. Htmj Ft 

•t Bprn* with the hvifikh and CTccptng wind.** 
Aftin, in our auihor'* Sonnet: 

»' T hen (hould I fpur. t'lough miunttJ m |A« »|pA ** 
Again, in ihe Prologue lo A. Hfnry IV. P. II : 

. I, fiom the oiieui to the dioopi ^ weft. 

Making the mind my pnfl.Aer/r^.** 4^ 
The thought of the ckfruhin (as hat bcfn romewhere obferved) 
fecms to have been bortowe i {torn the cii;'iieeuth Pfalra: He 
rode upon the cheiuhim and did il\ ; he c^mc Jiju^g h/'* '<i' 
0f ikt ii>t»d," Again, in tki Btoi ofjoh^ ch. xxx. v. t«: *• Ihon 
^ufeft me 10 'tid* y^m M« wtsil. " Malomi. 

\ that ifrs Jhmll dr§w ll« wind, ] Alluding to- tb« rcmifion of 

the wind in a fbowcr. Johnson, • ^ 

So,. in Khg H'rry VI. P. Ill: ^ 
Iror laging wind blows up inccITant Oioweri ; 
And, when the rage aUa>s, the rein begins. ** 
Aftlti, in our author's Vtn%i an4 Adohis: 

Evan as the Oiia^^ is huQi'd before it r«ia</A. " 

STtSVINf* 

Again, in Tkt Rapt oj Lucrtct : ^ • ' 
** This whdf tcmpeft, till It blow np rain 
*^ Held back bi% Jot row's tide., 10 n.ake it more} 
•t At laft it ratal, »nd hufjr winds give o*«r* ** 
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To prick the fides of my intent, but only 

Vaulting ambiLion/ which o'er-leaps iifclf. 

And falls on the other. —How now! %v hat news? 
* 

« EnUr La4y * Macbeth, 

Ladv, M. He ha« alntioft fupp'cl ; Why have yoa 
left the chamber ? ' , 

\ _ 

Agalat io Trcilus tnd Crt^ds : 

IVhcrc are mjr rain, r«i» ' to lay this win </.** 

i M ALONE. 

* — ■/ hare fi9 fpur * 
To pri'k t*t fidei of my inteni^ hut only 

F^snf/ta; ambition,] Th» /pm $fikt oetqfiinU a pbrafe nfed bjr 
lord bacon. Steevemi. 

So, in T4f Tfgtdy of Cafar avd Pompey, 1607 : 

»* Why think you, lords, lhal 'lis ambition's /Pm;^ 
lhat fruktik CxUr to tbefe high aiieoiipu P" 

MALOmu 

* And falls on ike ctktr. [Sir T. Hanmer has 00 this occalioa 
aided a word, and would read— 

And falls on the c.r.-r fulc. 
Yet thcv who plead for the admififion of this fupplemctjl, Hiould 
conddet, that the plural of it, but two liues before, had occurred. 
* I, alfo who once attempted to juflifv the omiffion of this word| 
OOght U> have underflood that Shxkfpeare could <.ever mean to de« 
fcribe the agitation of Macbeth'f mind, by the afiiAancc of a bait** 
ing verfe. 

The general image, though confufedly exprelTed, relates to a 
horfe, who, overleaping himfelf, bib, and hit rider under blou 

To complete the line we may therefore read— 
*' And falls ii/on the oiher." 

Thus, in Tkt Tamini 9J a Skrtw : How he left hex with the 
horfe tfon her.** 

Macbeth, as I apprehend, is meant for the rider, his inint for 
'hit horfe, and his amhilion for his fpur ; but, unlackilv, as iha. 
wordi are arranged, the Jpur is (aid to .ovtr-lttp itfclf. Such 
basardona things are long-drawn mctapbori in die banda'of caralfft 

WlilCrt. STRtVENS. 

* Entn Lody..] The argomcati by which hd^ Macbeth perfuadcf 
htr hulbaad to coauut the aiaidcr^ aSoiA a jtteof of ihakfpraw*! 
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Macb. Hath he afk'd for me ? 

Lady M. Know you not, he has ? 

Macb. We will proceed no further in ibis huG- 

nefs : 

He hath honoured me of late ; and I have bought 
Golden opinions from all forts of people. 
Which would be worn now in their neweft giofs, 
Not cuft afide fo foon. 

Lady M. ' ' Was the hope drunk.' 
Wherein you drefsM yoorfelf ? hsTth it flept fince f 
And wakes it now. to look fo green and pale 
At whaut did fo freely? From this time, ' 



knowledge of liurnan nntiirc. Sf.e urpc» the excellence mnd dignity 
of courage, a glittering idea which ha* dazzled mankiad from ^ge 
to a^e. and stninatcd fometimcs the houfe -breaker, and fometimet 
tbr^coaqueror ; but thb fopbifm Macbeth hai for ever deflroyed, 
by diriinguifliiiig true from falfe fortitude, in a line and a half; of 
which it may al moll be faid, that thcv ou(jht lobcHow immortality 
pa the auibar, though all bit other piodudious had beea loit*: 

/ imi i9 mil mmf h€§mt «.«4|t; 

Wk9 d»rts do more, is none. 
This topick, which has been always employed with too much 
(ucccft. is ulcd in this fceue with pciuliar propriety to a loldicr bf 
n wonaD. Cooraye •» chc diftingaidiiikg virtue ol a foldicr; and 
the reproach of cowardice caaaotbe borne by muj manfron a wo* 
man, without great impatience. 

She then urges the oailu by which he had bound himfclf to 
murder Duncan, ai^other art of fophiftry br which men have 
fometincfl detailed their coofcleacei, and perfuadcd themfclvet that 
what would be criminal in other* it virtuous in them : this argument 
Shakfpeare, whofc plan obliged him to make Macbeth ueld, has 
not coufutcd, though he migtit eahly have ihowo iliac a former 
obligaiioo covld not he vacated by a latter i that obligaiioni. laid 
oo «t by a higher power, could not be over-ruled by obligjBtioat 
which we by upon ourfelvea. JOHNSON. 

Part of l-^^\v Macbcth's art;nmenl U derived fiom the tranOaliott 
of Hedor boethiui. See Dr. taruicr:. note, p. 32. Mai.one. 

* \Ym$ tkt kojft diunkf 8cc.j The fame cxprciiion is iouud in K, 

O, where hath our inulligencc been dmil| 
M Where hath itJUftt" Malom. 
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Sach 1 account thy love. Art thou afeard 
I'o be the fame in thine own acl and valour. 
As thouartin deiire? Would'ii thou have that 
Which thou edeenrd the ornaincntof life, 
And live a coward in thine own efteem ;^ 
Letting 1 dare not wait upon I would, 
Likt the poor cat i* the adage ?^ 

Macb. Pr*ythee, peaces 

I dare do all that may become a man ; 
^ho dares do more, isnofie.' 

Lady M. What beafl was it then, 

That made you break this enicrprfze to me? 
W^hen yuu duill do it, then you vyer^ a mau ; 

* WottldJ thou have tUt 

K'iicI tkou tjetm^ji lit vmMtui of Ufe^ 

And live a cougar A in tkht «»s tjtumi\ I« Uiil (1><fC fieCflBS M 
be no Tcafonhie. I ihuul J read : 

Or lil t K cQV/arU iH thintown tjlttm t 
tialeft we choore rather: 

' WonUJl lien leave tkU. JoHKtov. 

Doyouvijk U 'tkiM Ike crotvity and ytt u>oul4 tmmm fud ^ 
COwnrd in ^01lr own nn oil jour liff, a* to fujfer ypnK paltry fearSy 
%Dki(k whi/f>ery I dare uoi," io conitol youi mblt ambition^ wkick 
triu »s/, I would Stecvens. 

* Likt Ikt for tifi r Iko »J^^tt] The* adage alluded to u> TU 

Catui amat pifce%, Ic^Uion yuli lingcre plantas." JOHNSOM. 

^ Pr jihety ffatt : kc] A paflage fimilar to this occurs io M««/iir# 
joT Mtafutty AM II. Ic. ii : 

— — be that you are, 
" Tl/ai i», aworn.-:ii : if yoo*re Htore, you'f e noiy.** 
The old copy, inUtnd of nort^ rcadt n9 Mort g but the pre* 
fcot reading i% godoubu^Hv right. 
The correAion (a> Mr. Malone obfervef) wat made by Mr. Rotr^ 

Stckvems, 

Tbc fame rrntimcnt occurs in Braomontand Flctcbtt't RtlUt 
My Rolln, ilto' he dares a> much as man, 
II teodcr o.f hit yet uuiainied valour } 
i« So a9ble, that bt darei do notbiog bafely/* Hiim.et« 
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And, to be more than what yoti were, you would 
Be To mnch more the man. Nor time, nor place. 
Did then adhere/ and yet you would 'make both : 
They have made themfeives, and that their fiuefs 
now 

Does unmake you. 1 have fi[iveo fuck ; and know 

How tcndtr Ms, to love the babe that m ilks me : 
] would, wliilc it was liniling in inv lace,* 
Have {>liick\l mv nipple from liis bonclels c^uins. 
And dafh'd the brains out, had i To Iwu^d,^ a^ you 
liave done to this. 

M^CB, If we Ihould fail, 

Lady M. We fail !* 



' D/i /Am adhere,] Thus the old copy. Dr. Waiburtoa would 
ttad^€«il«r«, not impioprrly, bat witbovC neceflity. to Tki Mtrrf 
Wives of Wiudf0f, Mil. Ford faft of FalftaiF, ih.a h\% wordi and 
aAiou no more aikirt and keep pace logetbcr than " &c. 

Stuvems. 

So, in a Warning fcr fair lf»mn% 1^99 • 
Neither iimt 

Nor place confortcd CO lAy mind,** MALOMt. 

* / «9«M, wkitt it u af fmilinfr in my Polyxo, in the &f|]| 
book of Slatitis's Thebais, has a Itmil-ir fentimrnt of ferocity : 

111 grcinio (licet amplexu Ucbr) milque morciur) 
Traufadigam ferro-»>,** Stievsns. 

* kmi I /e fwom,] Tlie latter word it here uftd at a dif- 

Cyllable. The editor oC the fecond folio, frum hit ignorancV of 

our author"? plirafcnlo^y and metre, fuppofcd the line drfeflive, 
aod reads — had I lut fo fwarni which bai bcca followed by all 
the fubfe^ueot editors. Malomi, 

My retrolaiion of the metre rendert it unncccflary to read /m$rM 
ai a d I (Ty liable, a pronunciation, of which 1 balieve there it no 

caample. STEf.VfNS. 

• Wf fail!] I am bv no mean* ftire that this punduation is the 
true one. — If wc iail, we fail , — i& a colloquial pbiafc fliil in 
frequent ufe. Macbeth having cafually employed the former part 
of this fentence, bit wife deSgnedly completet it. Wt ftii^ and 



MACBETH.. 77 

But fcrcw your courage to the flicki ng-placc,' 
And we'll nui fail. Whca Duncan is aiiecp, 

thereby know the exicnt of our mufortuae, Yet our /(uct/t is tif' 

Isin^ tj )9* are tcjt/lutt. 

Lady Macbetb ii unwilling to afford bcr liufbaod time to fbte 
any reafoni for bii doubt, or lo expatiate on the obvious coufe* 

<|uenrcs of mifcarriagc in his undertaking. Such an interval for 
fcHedion to ad in, might have proved yiufavomablc to her pur- 
pofet. She therefore cuu him (hon «fith the reaai«ing part of • 
common raying, to which hit 'own trordi had offered an apt though 

accidental introJ u'^iinn . 

Thia reply, at umie cool and determined, is fufhcicDtly charac* 
tcHHick of the fpcaker :-~tccordiag to the old pnnduation, (he it 
tfeprefenicd as rejeftlog with contempt (of which (he had alreadf 
nanifcfted enough] the very iJea of failure. According to th# 
mode of pointing now fug^jeflc J, (he admits a pofTibility of mif- 
carriagc, but at the fame iniiaat ihow« hcifelt not afraid of ilt 
refult. Her anfwer therefore communicates no difcouragement to 
Iter hu(b and. — Wtfail! is the hafty iaieriupiioo of Uur iful impn- 

lienre. rVe fat! is the calm dc inction of a mind which, having 

weighed all cucuiolVances, is prepared, without lofs of bOuhdcQce 
in ilfelf, for the worft that can happen. So Hotfpur : 

If we fall in, good nightt— or fink^ or fwim.** 

STUYINt. 

* Bul/trtw your courtn^e to tkt fticking-pUce,] This is a metaphor 
from an en^^inc formed by mechaiiiral complication. Tlic jiu kin^- 
flact is the Jiop which fufpcads its po>.v^rs, till they are diiciiargcd 
on their proper objcd ; ai in driving pilei, ]kc. So, .in Sic W* 
Davcnant*a Crutl Mr§tktrt t6Sos'^ 

*♦ There is an engine made. 

Which fpcnds il« Itren^ih bv to ce of nimble wheeUl 
For they, oaccjcreund uft in their ictuia 
•* Wilt rive an oak.'* 
Again, in CtritUnus^ .Ad I. fe. viii : t 

H ffsrie/ thy power to the higbcft.** " 

Perhapi indeed Shakfpeare had a more familiar imacc Hi view* 

and took his fnetapbor fro n the fcrewinj^ the <hordS of flriag- 
inilruments to t!icir proper dr^jicc of tcnfi Dn, when the peg remain* 
fail in jis jticXm^.^/au, i. c. lu the place from wbicii it is not to 
move. Stiiven*. 

Mr. Stceveni't hft intirprctation if, 4tt ikf «pprrefi«nfio», the tru* • 
one. Sir W« D'Avtoaat miruadciftood tbiipaffage. By iii jUtkini' 



}8 MACBETH; 

(Whereto the rather /hall his day's hard jonmey 
SonDdly invite him,) his two chaiDberlaina 
Will I with wine and waiTei fo^eonviade/ 



pUci, ht fcemi to have thong^t the poet meant ilt Sabbiag /Aim^ 
the place where Dnncan wat to be wounded ; for be readc, 

«c •* Bring but your courage to the Jstsl pUce, 
And we:iL not fail/* HhUihU 

* — , . kis two chamberlains 

Will I uitk wim and walTcl /o convince^ kc.\ The circunio 
fiance relative to Macheth't flaughter of Duocaa't ChrnmhtrUim, (at 
I obfeived foMong ago, as ia oor edition t,773,) is copied fnm 
Holidfhcd's account yf king Dnfe's murder by Donwald. 

Mr Malonc has Gnce traofcribcd ihc whole nairativc of ihis event 
from the Chronicle ; but beio^ too long lo ftaud here j& a uote, it 
it gives, with other bolkx, extract, at the conclofioa of the plaf • 

Stuveim. 



To €§nSntt ii, in Shakfpeare, to overpower Or Jnkiui^ at ill ihk 

♦ » Tncir maladv cont'jjic^i 

** The great aflay of art." JoHNSON. 

S0| in the old tragedy of C*mbjfn : 

If that yonr heart addiAed be the Egyptian! to ttmma,^ 

Again % 

By this hit grace, hf coo^neft great the Egyptiant 

tOHvince,** 

Again, in Holinfbed : thus mortally fought, intending to 

f Inqtiiai and CMtna the -othef." SttaveNt. 

— — and u/ajftl ] What was ^nciently called was-itilt 

(at appeart from Selden's nout on the ninth fong of Orayton't 
Folyil^ion) wilt an ailSUal cuflom obferved in the country on iho 
vigil of ll)c new year; and had ii* btginnina. .i> fomc fav, from 
the words which Ronix daughter of Hcugid uied, when ibe drank 
to Vortigern, Itverd king WM'iMili he aafwering her, by dlrc^* 
tion of an interpreter, drinC'kuUi and then, at Geoffry of Mon* 
fliontb fays, 

Kufte hire aud dite hire adoune and glad drookc hire 
ktit i . 
«< And that was tho in thit land the verft wAi-Aji7, 
As in langage of Saxoyne that me might evcre iwite. 
And fo wel he paiih the folc ahout^ that he it notynt 
voi>uie,** 
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That memory, the warder of the brain,^ 
Shall be a fume, and the receipt of reafon' 
A limbeck only i' When in fwiniili fleep 
Their drenched natures ' lie, as in a deadly 



Afterwards it appears that VM-i«i7f, aod drinc-ktil^ were ih(i 
vfoal phrafct of quaffing among the Eoglilh, at we may fee from 
Thomai dt la Motnt ia (he Life of Edmgrd It, and ia the lioct of 
Haavil the monk, who preceded him: 
« ^* Ecce vagantc cifo difteoto gutturc wji-ktil^ 

*• logeoiinant wmfS'it U .. 
hut Seidell rather cqhjeAurcs it tp have bccft a ofuri ceremony 
among t!ic Saxons bef ore Hen gift, as a note of kt»ttk»»i/kiHg% 
fuppoiiiig the rxprctfion to be corrupted from tvifli-kdl. 

i^ajjti or Wsjfail is a word (lill in ufe io the midland counties, 
and fignifiet at prefeot what i» called Lambs* Wool, i. e. roafted 
apples in ftrong beer, with fugar aod fpice. Seo Btgg§rs Bu/k^ 
Ad iV. fc. iv : 

'What think you of a wajftlf 
— tbou« aod Ferret, 

And Ginks, to fit g thefoog; I for tht Arudiire,' 

Which is the bowl." 
Benjonion perlomhes wajftl ih\xt:'-~'-^Enttr Waffel * m»i 
Jmfjtm and Jon/^tr^ her page ktmring m kr$wn hwl drefi mik fU* 
ttmds and T9jem*r^^ hf»re ktr. 

Wajffl is. Iiowever, fometiroes ufed for general riot, interape- 
ranee, or feiiu-uy. Ou the, prejeot occafion i bcUevc it meaoi ta» 
iemfntnce. StfevfnS. 

So, in AnUu) mnd' CUofaIra i 
— ~ Antony, 
'* Leaire thy hfcivious uajfels." 
See alfo Vol.- VII. p. 335, n. 3. Malone. 

* , th warder of ike krMM,] A mmrdir ill guard, a.feAtiaii. 

So, in Amg Htnry k'i. P, li 

Wliere be ihcfo wAri«ri, that they wait not here?'* 

* <—^i< receipt nm/n^l W c. ^trtitpisth, Macohi. 
f 4 Umhtsk 9nlf :] That ia, (ball be ooty a vefliel to emit Jumn 

or JtapOurs. JoHN^ON. 

The limlerk is the vefrel, tlirough which diftiUed liquOTS pafi 
into ttic recipient. So fhall it be with memory; through which 
trtry thing (hall paft, dnd nbthing remaio. . A. C. ' 

' Tkeir drenched nat0r«i--J i. e. a» we Ihouid fay at prtleQl,— 
Jfkti^ iatuTatfd with liqttot. STtivm*. 



to 14 A G K E T H. 

What cannot you and I pcrfoim upon 

The unguarded Duncan ? what not put upon 
His (pungy ofHccrs ; who iliail bear the guilt 
01 our great qucli ?" 

Macb. Bring forth men-children only ! 

For thy undaunted mettle Hiould tom[)tde 
Nothing but males. Will it not be leLciv'd, 
When wchave marked with blood tboTeiieepy two 
Of his own chamber, and us'd their very daggers. 
That they have don*t ? 

Lady M. Who dares receive it other.* 

As we fhali'make our griefs and clamour roar 
Upon his death ? 

Macb* 1 am fettled, and bend up* 



• — «i« JI10U iur tkt guiH 

Of OUT great quell j Q^jf'l is mwrjer^ maytqutUfri beiog ilk tlw 
old language the icim for whicb murdtitu it now u(eU. 

JOHKSON. 

So, ia Chaucer't r«/< •J tki Iio%nt»*FntJl^ v. 1S396, Mr. T/r- 
«rhiii*ft edit: 

»» T lie doVcs ctyeden as men wold hem quelle/' 
The worii i% iiled ill Vi % fcaic b. llol ti h \ p. Tiy:-' — the 
poor people tan abouithe Hreci», caliiug liic capiLim ^nd g(>vciaur» 
murtkftir* aod ■•••fu lias," SrrFViK». 

* tl'i* Jam rttfiv* it olker.] So, in Ho*iii(hcd : •-•be bar- 

tVicu'd ihe chanibrilc ns, vvhoin be had Osm . with all the faulty 
ihcv having ihe kisc- of the eaiet COinmitici 10 ihcir kecpini{ all 
the iui(hi, aud iliciciorc it could not ht Oikrru/i/r [liid he) i>ui ihat 
tbcv tMere of counrd in ih« comoiituiig of ihat alnoft 4ctc&able m«r* 
thcr." MAidONB. 

' »nd bead vp-*l A aeuiphor from the bo#. So, In K. 

Btntf V: 

•* ^hrnd up every fpiiit 
** To hif full height •• 
The fame phra e occurs in .M//vtTi Memoi's: ** — but that ra- 
ther (he fhould tnid up ktr /pirit by a prioccly kt» bchmviour.'* 
Edit, i73!i. p 148. 

lill ihU inftant. the miud of Macbeth hat been in a due of 
tmccrtaiatx aad flaAiutaoa. He bai biihcrto pcovcd adther relb* 
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Each corporal agent to this terrible feat. 
' Away, and mock the time with faireft (how : 

Falfe face mufl hide what the falfe heart doth 

" know. ' [ Extunt. 

. lutely tjood, nor obflinatcly wicked. Though a bloody idea had 
aritcn in bi» mind, uiicr he had heard the prophecy in hi» favour, 
yet be cooteotedly leavet the completion ol ht$ bopct iocbanC€«*. 
At the Ainclufioii, tiowever, 'of his interview with Duncan, be 
inclines to haHcii the decree of fate, and quits tiie A ige with an 
apparent refoluiion to murder his love.cign. Bui uo fooncr i« the 
king under bii roof, tban, rellediag uu the peculiariiiei of bit own 
relative Giuaiioo, he deiermiuet uoi to olleud agaiaft the laws of 
hofpilaiitv, nr tdc lies of ful.jciiion, kiiulrcd, and gratitude. H'n 
wife then ailails his coidiaiicy alrelii. He yields (o licr (u^gcfliioui, 
nod, with hill integrity, his ha^pineft is dctttoycd. 

1 havo cnomerated ibeft parUcuUra, becanfe the «irav«tiQ|l of 
Macbeth have, by Tome criticks, been regarded as unnatural and 
coniradiflory circumflances m his charader ; not remembering that 
fumo tcftnlt juit Utpijinnu^ or that (as Angelo obfctvcs) . > /: 
•« when once oor grace we have forgot, 
*• Nothing goes right; we would, and we would not — :** 
a paffage utiich contains no unapt juditlcattoo of the changes that 
happta in the condud of Macbeth. SriEVENS. 
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A C T . II. S C £ N £ I.' 
The Jamtm Court wihin ike CafiU. ' 

Enltr and Fleance; and a Servant^ with 

a torch bcjorc ihcnu 

•Ban. HofW goes the night, boy? 

The moon is down ; I have tiot heard the 
clock. 

Ban. And Ihe go06 down zt twelve. 

Fle. 1 take*t, 'tis later, fit. 

Ban. Holdtf take my fword :~There*8 huflban- 

dry in heaven,* * 
Their candies are all out.' — Take tliec that too. 
A heavy iunuTions lies like lead upon mc, 
And yet I would not Ilccp: Merciiui powers? 
. Kcitrain in me the curled thoughts, that nature 
Gives way to in repofe! ^ — Give me my fword 

' S/fi\e J. ^ The place is tint roark'd in the oWi Ciiilion, nor is it 
cafv to lay uluie ihii cncounlcr can be. It is oot io the as 
the cdiiO'f have all fnppoled ii, for Banqud Teet the (kyj it it not 
iar ftoiT) the bedchamber, ai riic converfation ftiowi: it muft be 
in the inner rouit o(iht r:ifile« whkh Baiiqtto might pTopctly crofil 
io his vay lo bed. Johnsun. 

< ^fkiti't bufband rjr ta ktMvn^] Hvjbndty htn mcaikt thrifty 
Jrugmtilj, So, in Hmmitt : 

•» And borrowing duUi the cdi;t nf h^i P arrl y ." Mai one. 

' Thfir candles «r« 0U out»] The fame cxprcliion occurs io Il$m*a 

Kighrt fnitn are huntt •«<•** 
AgaiOy in our author's sifl fonnet: 

*» Ah thofe coif' candies hx'd in heaven** air." 
Sec Vol. Vlli. p. 149, D. 6. Malone^ 
• Mntijul ptmts ! 

• M^faimin mt tktcnrjtd liongits^ Hat ntUrt 

Civet maj f h rtf§Jt !} It it appare&l Irom what Baaquo fiqrt 
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Enter Macbeth, and b Scrvqjii with a iorcMi 

Who's there? 
Magb. a frienci. 

Ban. What, fir, not yet at reft? The king*s 
bed: 

He hath b^en in tmufoal pieafore, and 
Sent forth great largefs to your offices : * 

. This diamood he greets your wife withal, 

afterwards, diat lie had been foticitcd fn a drtan to attempt rotne-^ 
fbinf io cdofcquence of the pfopbecy of the witcbet, that hit wak- 
ing ftnfes were (hock'd at; and Sfiakfpcare has here moft exquifiteiy 
cootrafled his charader with liut of Macbeth. Baoquo is pray 
ing againll being tempted to encourage thoughts of guilt cveoi 
iD hit fleep ; while Macbwh it hurrying into temptation, and re. 
Volviag in his mind c^ry fcheme, however flagitio\is, that maf 
alTift hina to complete his purpofe. Th< one is unwilling to flccp.' 
left the fame phantoms (hould aliatl his rcfolution again, while the 
Other it depriving hlfliCetf of tett through impaticikt 10 cooiidSlf 
flic tnurder. 

Tiie Came kind of invocation occurs in CjmhiHm t 
** From f.iiri.es. aud th^ ttmfUis »J iif a(^i/, 
«• Gaard me!** STtBVtiis. 

* Smt Jtrtk grtat Urgtji io jour offices:] Thus the old ^l^i 
•nd riglidf . Ofets are thre toorot' appropriated toi fcnranta ana 
cWoary purpo^s. Thus in Timon: 

When all our ojfcts have b^ea oppreft'di 
** By riptous feeders." |k 
Agaia, in King Rickard //.* . , 

•* Unpeopled ojfces^ uotroddta ftonct.^. 
Duncan was pleafcd with h\% entertainment, and difpcnfcd h\^ 
bounty lo.lbofc who had prepared it« All the modern editors hive 
trantfentd thia largeit to Cht ofictri of Macbeth, who would more 

Sroperl/ bave bc^' nvanlcd ia ibe field, or at ihair rctura to 
dnri, $iUU^. 



84 MACBETH. 

By tbe name of mofl kind hoflcfs ; and (hut op * 
lu meafurclcrs couienu 

Macb. Being unprepard. 

Our will became the fervant to dcltcl ; 
Which cLfe (huuid iree have wrought.^ 

Ban, MPs well,* 

I dreamt laft night of the three weird hfters : 
To you they have fliow*d foine truth. 

Macb. 1 think not of them : 

Yci» vvhen wc can entreat an hoar to fcrve, 
Wonld fpend it in fomc words upon that bufinefs. 
If you would grant the time. 

Ban. At your kind'fi leifure. 



* Jhut vp — J To J&h/ «/, is to coodude. So, ia Tk* 

Spanijh Jiagtdj : 

M Afid hcaveot have Jhui up day to plflofurt iM.** 

Aflill« in Spcnfcr's Fatry Quetn, B. IV. c. ix : 

»* And for to /hut tip all in friendly love." 
Again, 'in Rcynold&'i Cou's Rtvtvgt againfi ^Aurdtr^ 1681, fourib 

edit. p. 137 : though the parcoi* have already ^mI •/ tb« 

contrad." Ag:uin, iu Siowe't account of the carl of Eflex's fpeoch 
oa the fcafiolds " bc^af aU witb the Xuird'a prayer." 

Steivens, 

Again, in Stowe'5 Annah. p. 833: " — the kings majefttC [ 1L< 
James j^/itt/ u/^ all wiiii a pithy cxhoiiauoa ou buih fidct.'* 

Malori. 

Omr mil htt^mt iU prttnt H i*fiBi 

Wkick ttfe JhouU fyet ha: r n rrt;;;/-/. ] Tbb it obfcuretjr exprcC* 
fed. The meaning frerDs »o be : Bcini;^inpreTr»3ic<i. our tt ttr- 
taininent was neccli.trily dtftdix c, ;iiitj ue only had u in our power 
to fliow the king our wHine^^ej^ 10 Jtivt him. Had we rc«ei«c4 
fufhcieut notice of hi& coming, our aifal fliouid have been B.or« 
cicarty m.inifcile(l l>\ nnr oQx. 

Hiici rciert, iioi to ibe lalt antecedent, dtjtQ^ but to uiU, 

MAiovnt« 

* AW$ vtll.] I fuppofe the poet oiigiually wrote ULat the pic* 
-ceding veife might be completed ) — oir, all ii weU. Stuvam. 
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Macb. If you lhall cleave to my confent,— whea 



' // you /h»il tUmot h mf confent,-- Vn, ] Con/eni for will. 
So that the fenfe of ihe line is. If you fliall go into roy mtafuret 
v/hen I hzvc drtermiurd of them, or wbco lb« time COnci that^I 

Vaiit your alfilUnce. ' VVarbl'RTON. 

NTacbctli cxprcflTcs his ihotiMit whh affc^-lcd obf-uritv : he 
doet not incnlion the royalty, though lie upp^rcaily haJ it in hit 
mind. // 7011 Jhati eh^i/f f« my e»n/ent^ if you (hall concur with 
me when I deiennine to accept the crown, when 'tis, w'len that 
happens wliich the predidion promifct, mtit ktnowr Jtr 

jr«u. Johnson. < 

Such another expiefTion ocrurt in lord Sufrcy'l tcanflaiioa of tho 
fccond book of VirgU'i A^ntid : 

And if thy will fiick onto mine, | (hall 
In wedlocke fute knit« and make her hit own." 
Conffnl lias fomctimcs the power of the Latin fonrmfns. Both 
the verb and fubftaniivc, decidedly bearing this iignihcaiion, occur'' 
III Other plays of our author. Thaa in K. Henry VI. P. I. ft. i : 
fcoorge the4>ad revoltinc; fiars 
*• 1 hat have eon/tntid to king Henry's death — 

i. e. ofleJ in concert fo as to ocmfiun it Again, in K. Hrnry IV, 

P. II. Aa V. fc.^i: »» — they (Jofticc Shallow's fcrvanii) ^oc* 
itgtlktr h i0njtnt, (i. -«. ina ^•r'lr*) like fo m«oy wild gceft/*-* 
In both thefe inftances the words are fpelt erroneouflv* and (hould 
be written — concent and conrented. Sec Spenfer, Sec. as quoted 
in a note on the paflage already adduced from K. Htnry VI, 

The meaning of Macbeth is then as follows:—// you Jk9U,tU*9i 
t» Wf e»nfnt — i. e. if. you fhalt ftick. or adhere, to mf frlf^w&en 
i. e. at the time when inch a pwty is formed, year eondud 
{hall produce honour for you. 

Hmt ree/nf meant fmrHdpiMtm^ may be proved from » paflaee 
In the Soth Pralm. I cite the tranOation iSGS. When thou fawedft 
a thiefe, thou dydft confrnt unto hym, and hafl been partaker with 
the adulterers. ** in both inftances the fmriictpt cfiminit it fpoien 
of. 

Again, In oor tnthor't 4$ yeo Hh tl, the vfurping Dnke Upt 
afur the Bight of Rofaliod and Cetia, — 

' *' fome villains of my court 

Are of conjtnl and fufferaoce in this." 
Agiia, in JC. Htwj V » 

We c;irry not a heart with us from hence, 
That grovi not in a fair c«ii/iM< with ourt*" 

G s ' 



S4$ MACBETH. 

It Aall make bopoor for. you. 

Ban. So I lofc none, 



Micbcih mentally refers to the crown he expcflcd lo obtain ia 
confcqucucc of tiie murder he wa» about if cointni^. The cotnmea* 
faior, indeed, (who is acquainted with wtut precede! ami follow ff) 
comprcbeods all that paffe$ in the mind of the fpeakcr ; buiBanquQ 
it mil in ignorance of it. His reply is only that of a raan who 
determines lo corabai every pofTible temptation lo do ill; and tlicrc- 
forc exprctici a rcfolve that in fpite of future combinations of ia- 
iercft, or ftrugglet for power, he will attempt notkiog that m»y 
obfcurc his prdTeot honourt, alarm hit confcieoce, or corrupt hit 
loyalty. 

Macbeth could never mean, while yet the fuccefs of hit attack 
pn the life of Duncao was uncertaio, to afCord Banqao the moftdark 

or diflant hint of hit criminal dcfigoi on tiic crowo. Had he aAe4 
thui incautioufly, Banquo would nauuallv It^vc become hit accufcr, 
as foon at ^h« murder bad been dilcovcrcd. SiE&VBiiS. 

That Banquo was apprcheufivc of a defign upon the crown, it 
evident from his reply, uhicti ailoid> Macbeth fo liitlc coc0ttra|(C* 
meat, that he drops the fubjcd. Ritnon. 

The word corfml has always appeared lo me unintelligible in 
the &rft of thcfe Unci, and wui, i am pcrfuaded, a mere errour, 
of the prefs. A paflpaga in tki tmfijt leads to thlokl that our 
author tvrott— cta/Mf. ' Aotonio is coaofelUog Scbaftias to riiurdar 
QoBxalo t . . ' 

** O, that you bore 
The mind that 1 do t what, a flcep irtrt thcrt 
•t For your advancemant! Do you naderfland me? 
** Stk, I tMnk I do. 

Ant, And hosv does your (vnttnt 

lender your own good fortuuc:* " 
In the fame play wa'havc—** Thy UtugkU I tltm 19, ** whick 
diflTers but litilc-f om **■ I cleave to thy conltikt." 

In Thi Comtdy tj Bttqu our author has again ufed Uus word ia 
the fame fenfe : 

Sir , f commend you to your own caalral.** 
Again, in AlCs util tktt tndi wtil : 

** Madam, the care I have laten to even your content 
i. e. fayi Dr.Johnfou, to ad up to your deOrcs. Agaiu, in Ain^ 
MitUrd tit : 

God hold it to your honour's good tpnttntl" 
Again, in Tkt Mirrj Wivts of Wind/or- Yon fliaU hear hoir 
things g|>, and, 1 warrant, ($ jow cw» ttnttnt,*' 
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* 

In fccking to augment it, but ftill keep 
My boforn franchis'd, ^and allegiance* clear, 
1 (ball be counferd. ^ 

MACBf Good irepof^, the while! 

Qai^. Thinks, ilrj The like to you!' 

, [Exit BANQpo* 



The iDeaning.thea of the prefent difficult paAjfige* thus corrcde^^i 
will be,— If you will clofely adhere to my caufc.jf you vrill pro- 
mote, M f^i* 4> you can* what ie Kl^ely to coatrtbuie to my fatis- 
fadion and content^ — xuktn '/u, when the prophecy of the weird 
fRcrs is fulfiUcd, when I am (eated on the lliroae, the event Oiall 
iQak.c honour tor you. , 

The word ccntenl admits of this interpretation, and is fupportcd 
hj fcvenil other paflagtt to pur aatbor's playtt the word con/tut^ 
in my apprehenOoQf tJTordlhere no meaning tlhatfoever. 

Confeni OT €§nctnt may certainly fignify harmony, and in a mete* 
phorical fenfe that union which binds 10 each other a party or aun- 
ber of men, leagued tQjgeibcr ior a particular purj^ore \ but it can 
i|« more Qgnsfjr, ei l<>conceive, the fvtfy or body of men fo conu 
bined together, or the t^uft for which tliev are united, than ihe 
harmony produced by a number of Tnafical indruincnis can fignify 
the inftiumeats th^mf^lvc; pr the n^udcians tliai play upon them. 
Whey Fairfax, to hit traollation of TaiTo, fayi~ ' 

Birds, winds and waters fiog with fwcet ceiwMf,** 

we mvin rureiy underfiand by the woid cencenty not a fvlf% or a 
C';\ifty but harmony, or union ; And in th? latter fcnfc, I apprehend, 
Jultice Shallow's .fcrvants ar< faid tu ilock. lo^eibcr in (0n((a/, in 
the fccond part of JC. Htufj IV, 

If this eorreftipn be lull, In feefclng to augment t/,** hi Ban* 

quo's reply, may ftrkmpt relate pot to his o-vq honour, but to 
Mncbcih's cnntriit." " Oa condition iliai I iofc no honour, in fcekin^ 
to. iiicreale jour J^lisfadion^ or fpn/^n/, — 10 jjraiifv yf>ur v*iihcs," 
%e. ' The w^rds hqwever may be cquatlv commgdioufly intcrpre* 
ted,— FtQvided (hat if\/uiin£ ea intrgm/t 9/ Atfaear, \ iqtie none,'' ' 
lie. 

Sir William D'Aveoant't paraphrafe an this obfcure paflage is u 
fpUow s : 

If when the.propbcry begins 10 look like, you will 
**' Adfetei^ (• me, it Ihall m^ke boo«ur for you.** 

G4 
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Macb. Go, bid thy miftreb, when my drink is 
ready, * 

She drike upon the bell. Get thee* to bed. 

[ Exit Servant. 

Is this a da^ircr. which I fee before mc, 

l iieiiaudlc toward my band? Cuiue, IctmecluuU 

thee : 

1 have thee not ; and yet I fee tTice ftilU . 

Art tbou not. fatal vifion, fenfible 

To feeling, as to fight ? or art thou but 

A dagger of the miod ; a faife creation. 

Proceeding from the heat-oppreflied brain? 

I fee thee yet, in form aa palpable 

As this which now 1 draw. 

Thou marlharft me the way that I was going; 

And fuch an inHrumcnt I was to ufe. 

Mine eves are made tl)e fools o'lhc other feufes. 

Or cHe worth all the rcfl: 1 fee thee ftill ; 

And on thy blade, and dudgeon, gouts of biood,^ 

« * fvirn my drink is readj^ ] Sec note on *> their /oJfetSf'^ ia 

the next fcene, 9. 96. SrilVltlt, 

' clutck — j Ihis word, tbough reprobated by Den Jonfoa, 

vho fncers at Ilcckcr for urine, it, was ufcd bv other writers bcfide 
Decker sad our author. So, in Auttnio * Rtvtngt^ by Maiflon, 
1602: 

«« — . atl the world u dM'i 

** la ihc dull lcad«a band of faoring flecp.** BUloiis* 

' ini on tkj htmdtt W dudgeon, gouts 9fkh»i^ ] Though dudatm 

foTneiimes fienlHcs % da^j^rr, it more propcrlv me.in» thf haH or • 
kandU of a d;tg^cr, and is ufcd for that paiticular fort of handle 
wbich hit fooic ornamcat carved oa the top of it. Junius cxplaint 
the dudiptt»^ i. e. kmfi, hj the Latin cspreffion, mMnubrium apimium^ 

vhirh means a handle of W99d^ ffhk « gfin 99Ugk MS if tit /ttds §f 
t'lfij rr/r^ Jrotun over it. 

So, in Lyly'f comedy of Moikrr Bomkie^ 1^94: ** then 

bave at tbe bag with ibc dudgeon k»Ju^ that it, at the Mgfm dag- 
ger that bangs bv his untooy fM>acb*** la SilouM mi FttJiiM ia 
the foUowu;^ paffagct 
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Which was not To before There's no fuch thing: 

It is the bloody bufinefs, which informs 

Thus to mine eyes.— -Now o'er the one half world 

^iature feems dead,^ and wicked dreams abufe 

<* — —Typbon me no Typhons, 

But fwear upon my dudgton dagger.** 
Again, iu VitcVcx' % Sail' omajlix : 1 am too wcU nak'dii Aflaidly 

to be ftabb'd with his dudgion wit." 

Again, in SkiaUtkeU^ a coUedioo of Epigrami, Sadrcft,, kc, 
1598 : ' • 

•« A Mgm dagger that*t new fcowf'd and glaft.** 

Stibvbms. 

Csfi§ignt confirms this : The mofl knottie piece of box may 
be wrought to a fsvre dotgn kmfUJ' G»uU lor dr9fi u lie^ucnt 

in old Eaglifh. Farmer. 

gouts oj blood,] Or drops, French. Pope. 

Gouti is ttic technical term for the jpols on ferae part of the 
plumage of a bawk : oi pet haps Shak.rpearc ufed the word io al- 
lufion to a phrafe tn heraldry. When a field is charged or fprink^ed 
with Md drops, it is laid 10 be gailf •/ gidtt^ or gM§ it ftng. 

Stiivims. 

' Now o'er the oni half world 

Nature Jeems dead,j That is, ever our hfmifpkert til eiSitn md 
motion Jem to kwt ctajed. This ima^e, which is perhaps the rooft 
ftriking that poetry can produce, has been adopted by Drydcn 
his Conquejt of Mexico : 

All things are hufh'd as Nature's felf lav Hc.id, 
**Thc mouAtaiui feem to nod their drowfy head) 
*• The tittle birds In dreams their fongs repeat, 

And flecping f|ow*rt beneath ihf nigbt dews fweal* 
'* Even luft and envy fleep !*' 
Thefc lineSt though fo well known, I have tranfcrihed, that the 
contraft 'between them and this paffage of Sbakfpcare may be moM 
accubitely obferved. 

Nigbt it defcribed by two great poeti, but one defcribes a night 
of quiet, the.othcr of pertuibation. In the night of Dryden, all 
the difturbcrs of the world are laid fleep; in t*iat of Sbakfpcare, 
nothing but forcery, iuft, and murder, is awake. He that reads 
Drydea^ finds hiolielf luU'd with fcraaity, and diTpoTcd io folitodt 
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The conaio^d fleep ; now witchcraft celebimtes* 
Pale Hecate*s o£Fcrings ; and witherM maTder^ 
AlarnmM by his fenuncl, the wolf, 
Whofe howrs his watch, thus with his Aeaiihy 
pace, 

With Tarquin's ravifliing ftrides, towards his de« 

anc) contcmpUtioD. He that perufes Shakfpeare, looks round 
alarmed, aod flans to fxnd himfelf aloue. Que it ihe aigllt of * 
lover ; the other, o| a inuiderer. Johnson. 

Noa> o'tr tkt oni half vorlJ, tec] So, ia the fecoud part of 
Marfton't Antomit Mnd MtUiJa^ 160B : 

«t 'tit yet dead nigbt; yet all the earth ii cl«tcli*4 

In the dull Itaden hand of fnoring fleep : 
** No breath diflurbs the quiet ot the air, 
** No fpirit moves upon the breaQ of carih, 
f * Sayc howling does, night«cro«t, and fcieecbing-owU, ^ 
** Save ii)cagfe gbofm, Picro, and black thougbta. 

1 am great in blood, 

*^ Uneqaal'd in revenge : — you horrid fcouts 
*« That JnttMit fwait night, give loud applaufe 
From your large fains.'* MAtOME. 

* tit tfiHm*d Jlttpt now wiitkcfft ctMfMtu — 1 Tho «or< 
»$w hai beci^ added for the fake of metre. Probably Sbakfpearo 
Vrotc : The turtaind fleeper. The folio fpells the word ^'tft^ 
and an addtiion of the letter r only, affords the propofcd f me^- 
dadoo. 

Milton l)aa traafplanted thU imagf tpto hb M^fvr «l tmiUm 
C^JUtj 554 : 

»• fteeds 

f* That draw the litter of clofe-m/ajaV 

SrttvBKs. 

Mr. Steeven$'« OQicndatioo qf the curtain'd ^uptr" \% well 
intiiled to « place in the text, k U dearly Shakfpeftre'f pwo word. 

V RlTiOM. 

So afterwards^: 

^a hideous trumpet caiis to parley 
•< T|ie JUtptrt of the houfe." 
Soul was a;!dcd by Sir WiUiaoi O'AveWVt ib hit altcra^Oa'' of 
Ittia play, pubUOaed in 1674^ Malomb. 
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Moves like a eboft.'r-^Thou'^fiire and firm-fet 
earth,*. 

• 

* ■ tkus with ii$ Jtaltky pact^ 

WUk Tsrquin's rovifliing ftridet, i<fWMrdi his dtfign 
Unit iiii m gkfJI.] The old copx— JUm. Steevihi. 

Mr. Pope chan ged lo Jlridts, MalONE. 

A ravt/hing Jiriiie is ju adion of violence, impetuofity, and tu- 
mult, like ihai of a lavage ruihiug on his prey ; vrhereas the poet 
a here aKempting to exhibit an image of fecrecy aud caution, of 
a»xioni ciffcumrpcdioa and goilty timidity, iht Jiallky pace of Z 
ravijher creeping into the chamber of a virgin, and of an afifaffiB 
approaching the bed of him whom be propofes to murder, wkhout 
awaking him ; tbcCe be delcrib«t ai mMtn^ gkojst wlkofc pro« 
grelfion is fo diffe^^ nt from JiUdes^ that it Itti 4»cen in all agca f«« 
picfeutcd to be a» Milton expreflcs it: 
Smooth Hiding without ftcp." 
This hemiAich will afford the true readhig of this placet whicl| 
is, I thinic, 10 be corretfed thus : 
m-^..mnd wither d murder 

Ihus tvith his Jiealthj pact 

yViiK tarquin ravijhiiig^ Qides tow'rds his de^gitj^ 
Moves tiki a x^oji. 
Tar/fuin is to this place the general name of a ravifher, and the 
fcfifc is : Now is the time in which every one >s a-fleep, but ihofe 
who aic employed ia wickcUnefs i the witch who is facrihcing to 
Hecate, and the raviflier, aud the murderer, whp, like me, are 
fiealing upon their prey. 

When 0\c reading is thutadjufted, he wifhes with ^rcat propiictyi 
io the ioiiowiog lines, that the earth may not Ar«r his Jefs* 

JOffHtOlf. 

I cannot agvee with Dr.'Johnfon that a Jride is always an adion 

of violence, imptt'ii>filjy or tumuU. Speuftr ufcs the word in hi* 
Fatrj Queen, ,b, IV. c. viai. and with no idea of violence aoucxed 
to it : 

With eafy flcps fo foft as foot could jfriic.** 

And as an additional proof that a JtiJf is not always a lumultutus 
effort, the following inftauce, from Harriogtott's Tr^ij^^taa oJ 
Anofio^ [1391, J may be brought: * ' , 

** He takes a Jong and leifurabU Jride^ 

And longeft 00 the hinder toot be flaid t 
** So foft he treads, aliho' his ftcps were wide, 

As though to tread on eggs he was afraid. • 
s* And as he goes, he gropes ou cttiiei iidc 
** To fiad ibt bed," &f . 

Qrlnit Fmio/ff sStb book, flansa 63. 
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Hear not my (leps, which way they walk/ for fea» 



Whoever has been reduced to the neceflity of findine hit way 
liboat a hoafc to the dark, muft know thai it it oatural to take 
lMt%t Jhidts% in order to feel bcfo'c ui whether we have a Circ foot- 
ing or tint 'llie raviOicr and mur.lcrcr uo,iI I natu.allv lake fuch 
Jiridts uoi only on the Umc account, but i>iai iheii itepi tnigfit be 
fewer in oumbcr, and the found of their feet be repeated ai fcldom 
ai poffiblc. Stebvcns. ' 

Mr. StcevcM's obfervatton is coafirmed by many innancei that 
orrui ID our ancient pacts. So, in a paff age by J . Sylvefter, cited 

in tngland'i ParnaJ'us^ >boo: 

Anon he ftalketh with an ia/y Jlridt, 

By fotse clc^r ri\ cr':. l<llie-paved fide.** 
AgaiOt ID our .iiidior's A.'r.g Richard 11 : * 

Nay laihet every ttdtous firtdt 1 inake~>.** 
Thus alfo ,lhe Roman poets : 

*t ' < « m< v ejtigia furtim 

** S:/j>*ii/tf dii!,iti$ feti ladturna prtiu** .(hU* FtjHt 

Eun: laciti pcT mcrja filrntia fBa^M . 
«« FMjtbus. lib. jt. * , 

It ii obfervable, that Shakfpeare, when he hat occafion, in hit 
Rspe 6f Lueuct^ to defcribe the adion here alluded to, ufes a fimi- 
lar exprcnion ; and yicrhaps would have ufcd the WOld Jini*% if ho 
bad aoi been lettered by the rhime: 

Into the chamber wickedly he Jt»lh.** 
Plaulible* however, as thtt coundation nay appear, the old read- 
ing, ^ucj, is, 1 believe, ilic true one ; I have therefore adhered to 
it ou the fanie principle on which 1 have .uniformly proceeded 
throughout ray cdiaon, thai o( leuviog the original text uudiAurb- 
ed, whenever it could be juftificd either by comparing our author 
with himfeU or with contemporary writers. The following paflage 
in Mailov\e's tranflation of Ovid's EirciPS, 8vo. uo date, but 
priuicd about ib^S^ adds fuppori to the reading of the old copy: 
•* I faw when forth a tired livtr went, 
. «« H'n fidf paft fervice, and hit courage fpcnt.** 

Vidif cum foiiliu'. l.ifTus piodiret amator, 
Invalidum rclt:rea» cmciiium4uc • 
Again, in Martial: , , 

To tcnebrit gauHei; me ludere, lefte locema. 

Ft juvat admifla Tuinpcrc Kicc latus. 
Our poei niav himftlf alio furniih us with a confirmation 'of tho 
eld reading} for in Jroilus and Cifjjida^ we iind — / 
You, like a lecher, out of mk9iifi^ Mu 
Are pleat*d to breed out your Inheriten.** 
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Thy very ftoncs prate of my whcfc-about,* 



It may likcwife be obfcrvcd that FalHafT in the fifth of tkt 
Mm; A llies of iiindjor fays to Mrs. Foid and Mrs. Page, " Di- 
viUc roe like a biibe-buck, each a haunch : I will keep my ^dtt 
to mvretf,** Ice. FalAaff certainly did not thiuk them, like thofe 
of Ovid'i lover, paft fervice ; having met one of the latlics by nf- 
fignaiion. I believe, however, a lioe has been loU afier ihe words 
' »♦ ftcalthy pace." Malone. 

Mr. Malouc's rcnfous Sec. for this fuppoGtion (on account of 
their length) are given at the conelofioa of the playi with a refer« 
CBCe to the foregoing obfcrvaiions. 

How far a Laiinifm, adopted in the En^Ufh vcrfion of a Roman 
poet; or the mention of loins (which oo didionary acknowledges as 
a fynooyme to Ji'^fi] > can juftify Mr. Malonc't refiontion, let the 
jadiciout reader determine. 

FalftafT, dividing himlelf as a buck, very naturally fays he will 
give away his belt joinu, and keep the woiit for himlelf. A ^dt 
of vcuiCtiii is at ouce an eftabtiflied term, and the leaf) elegant part 
of tha carcafe fo divided^But of what ufc could JtJrs, in their 
OvidUn fenfe, have been to falftaff, when he bad already parted 

with his haunches ? 

it is dithcult to be ferious on this occaHon. I may therefore bt 
pardoned if I obferve that Tarqutw, jtlft as ht pleafed, might have 
walked wiM moderate fleps« or lengthened them into Jlrides , but» 
when we are told that he carried his "/ici" with him, it is natu> 
ral to alk bow he could have gone any where without them. 

Nay, further^ — However )des (according to Mr. Ma1ooc*s in- 
terpreution of the word) might have proved efficient in Lucretia's 
bedchamber, in that of Duncan they could anlwcr no fuch purpofc, 
as the lover and the murderer fuccccd by the excitiou of very 
diflcrent organs. 

. lam, in fliort, of the Fool's opinion in King Lear— 

•* That Ihould be ns"d with ferl," 

and, confequentlv, ihix. Jul ti are out of the qucftion. Such reftora- 
tioos of fupeianuuated miiUkes put our author into the condition of 
Cibber's Lady Dainty, who, having been cnred of her diforders, 
one of her phyHciant fays— •*Xhca Til make her go over them 
again." Stelvens. 

With f«rfHJn'« raviftiing Sec] The juAncfs of this fimilitude is 
Slot very obvious. But a flansas io bis poem of l«r{ata md Li« 
Cr<C#t will explain it : 

•» Mow Jiult upon ihe lime tkt dtad cf rii^ht, 

** Wheu heavy (Icep had clos'd up moiial eyes { 

H Mo comforuble/ar did tt»d kit U^kt, 
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And take the prefent horror from the time. 
Which now fuits with it/^Whiles I threat* he 
lives ; 

"Words to the beat of deeds too cold breath gives.' 

[A bell rings, 

\* No noSre Vift timW and whit* itmiMi^ng tnat 

** Now Icivc* the fcafoa iliat tijcy may furphfe * 
I •» The nilv Limbs. Pure thoughts are dead and Atll, 
Wkilc luft and marder w«i«, U Jain and it//.** 

l^AtiURTON. 

. * ..^rira fare md jim^fti Mrii,] The old copy— .Tboa 
Jbwi tec. which, cliowgh an rvident c«rruptiop, dircdi ill to the 
heading ( have ventured to fubftittttc ia its toom* 
So, in Ad IV. Ic. ill : 

Great tyranny, lay thou thy bafit /«r«." . STUVma. 

* ■ m Htk way tley ic«/i,] The folio rcada i 

-^m^wtitk iktf nay — STEKViMt. 

CovrcAed by Mr. Rowr. MALONt. 

• Tiy very Jlrnrs prate of mj wl*f*-«l©w.',] tht following paf- 
fage in a play which has been frequrntlv mentionet!, nuil uhich' 
Langbainc fjys was very popuUr in the time of queen ElizabetUi A 
ffarw'n^ /or ja'irt Wtmn^ >^9!)i petbaps fuggefted thU thOftghi: 

*^ Mouatains witl not fufficc to cover ii, 
** Cimmerian chrkntfTc cannot (hadow it, 
Nor any policy wit hath in (lore, 
Cloake it fo cunningly, bot at thC'lafl, 
••If nothing etfc, yet uMll ikivtiy Jltnes 
"That lie vviifiin the ftiect, cry nut for vengtancfy 
" And point at ui to be the nnirdereiS." MalON£. » 
t And lake tkt fre^ent karror Jiom ike lirae^ 

If ltd ««v /viis witk it.] i.'c. left the notfe froin the ftonct' 
tike away from this midnight feafon that prefent horror which fuiti 
io well with wliat is goiii*^ to be acied in it. What w.t. iht horror 
he means. ** Siltncty than which nothing can be mote horrid to the 
^eipetraior of aq atrocious Ucfign. . TUi« (hows a gieat knowledge 
of human oainre* WARBOtTON. 

a 

Whether to tmkt korror from tke time means not rather to it 
ai communicated, than lo dsprivs tk» timi cj ktffw^ defcrvet to bo 

Confidered. Johnson. 

The latter it furely the true meaning. Macbeth would have 
nothing break thiough the uniTcr&l filencc <hat added fuch a hor* 
ror to the aighi, ai fuited well with the bloody deed be was about 
to pcvforai. Mr, Boikc, io hi> £^ m tkt SMktimt Md 3tMMtiJntf 
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1 go, and it is done ; the bcJl invites mc. 

Hear it not, DuiiCan ; for it is a kucll 

1 iiai fummons thee to heaven, or to hell.^ [Exiu 

« 

obferve?, that "all general privations arc great, fceranfc they are 
all leriible 2nd, with other thiols, he gives fiitnce as an inBance, 
illuftratiog the whole by that remarkable paflage in yirgily where 
amidft all the image* of terror thai coald be uaite*!^ cb« ciuum- 
'fli!tt£c of fJmce H particularly dwelt upon : 

*^ Dii quibus irnperium eft animaruo), umbraeque ^ItMltt^ 
Et Ch^s Phlegethon, loca node Jiltntia late." 
tVhen Scatiuft iii' the Vfb booi of the Thebaid defcrii>'et tb« 
Lemiiian maflacre, hit frequent notice ofth^Gleilce and folitodo 
both before and after tlie dred, is ftrikmg in a WOttdcrfol degree 7 

*• Contirucrc domus," Stc. S'lEtviNS. 

In couhrmaiiun of Siecveos's ingenious note on this paO^^ge, ic 
Bay be obfcived, that one of the circomilaiicci of honor oaoaidb' 
fated bf ^Kb^cb i»,-.^ei«r« Jiim itai, Mason. 

So alfb, itt the fccohd £ocid : 

•'• veftigia retro 

Obicivata lequor per nodeiAi lumine luftroy 
Iferrtf ubique aoimot, fimol ipfa JlntU terrcnt.** 
Drvdeo'tf «rcll*lufbirii linca, which expoiied him to fo itth€h 
dicole, 

•* Aa Horrid ftilloefi firfi invades ihe ear, ' 
•» Mid im that Jiltn€i we the teapeft hear/* 
fliow, thai he had the feme idea df the awfutawfr of filcnc^ M o«r 

poet. Malone. 

• Whiles I threat, he Vivts ; 

Words to ike keat oj dttdi too cold htftk gi^cs.] Here is cvl^ 
dently a falfe concord ; hot il niuff oot be corrcfltd, for it it uc« 
celTdty to the rhyole.— Nor if tbit th< o61y place in which Shakfpearc 
has facrificed grammar to'rbya^. lo Oj^kUttMi^ the fyn% iaCidnuiY 
Cerciaadc nins thus : 

*• Hxrk ! hatk ! the hrk at heaven's gate dogs, 

And Fheebut *gins to rife, . 
«• llU l^eeds 10 w^er at thofe fprtngv 
*♦ On chalic'd flowers that 
Aod Romeo fays to Friar Lawrence : 
o—.—^'bolh oat* temtdiitf 
Witbio thy help and holy phjfte If. IfASdMb- ' 

y • h • Mi 

tut fummons thee to huven, cr to krl!.] Thtit Raleigh,' iQ^telin| 
of love, in £«£f«ad*i UtHi$n, 410. 1600 : 
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S C E N E IL 
The Jame. 

EnUr Lady Macbeth. 

Lady M. That which hath made ihein drunk, 
hath made nie bold : 
What haih qucnchM them, hath glv^Sn me fire ; — 

Hark!— Peace ! 
It was the owl that HniekM, the fatal bellman, 
Which gives the Ilem'ft good^night/ He is a- 
bout it : 

The doors are open ; and the furfeited grooms 
Do mock their charge with fnores:' I have 
. dcngg*d their poffets,^ 

tt it perhaps that fauactng bell, 

» ** TA«/ tOuUi all into hfaufn or 4<//." 

fiauncing is probably a miitakr for facrin^ StbETEMS* 

■ // fi'rti Ihe owl that Jhrifi'J, the fatal bellman, 

Wkitk givti tkt Jitrnji good ni^klA Sliaktpearc has here im- 
proved on an image he probably found in Spcofcr'a Furi$ QjfUMt^ 
T. vi. >7 t 

** The nallvc btll'na-n of ffjc night, 

*^The biid that waracd I'cier of hi» fall, 
firft rings his filvei bcU t'cacb fleepy wight*** 

ttmmt th 9m\ tUi JkmkU t iU bMXMimm^] So, in Hag 
MitUrd III : 

•» Out on ye, •w/i.'noUuag but fongt of dftk I ** 

Malone. 

' . . . .. f lf furftited gf*§m 
D9 mock tknr ek*ri[€ wUk» /w9ru t] i. e. By going to fleep, 
they tiifle and make light of the truft rcpofcd in them, that of 
watchiiig by their kine- So» ia Olhtllo: O mittrcCs, villatnjr 
batU made luocks with love." Malone. * 

$ I ■ tkdr poiicu,] Xl appears from this paiTage, «ft well at 
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That death and natare do contend aboat them. 
Whether they live, or die. ^ 

Macb. [Hf//i/>/.J Who's there?— -what, ho! 

Lady M. Alack ! I am afraid they havt aWakM, 
And*tis not done:— the attempt, and not the deed. 
Confounds as : — Hark !— I laid their daggers ready. 
He conld not mifs them. ^ — Had he not refembled 
My Either as he flept, 1 had done^t. ^^My hulband ? 

from many others in our old drntmuj^k performances, that it wai 
the general cuilom to eat pojtii ]ult before bcd-Uiae. So, io the 

lirft part of K. Edwsrd IV. by Hcywood ; thou (halt be 

^velcome too beef aod bacoa, and pcrbaps.a bag-padding; and my 
daughter Nell (hall ^op a pojfit upon thcc wbetiuioa gdeft to btd.^ 
Macbeth has already faid : 

Go bid thy miiircfs when my drink is readyj 
She ftrike upon the bell.*' 
t^dy Macbeth has alfo juft Obferved 

»' That vvluch hath made them drunk, hath made me hold : " 
and iu Tke Merry Hivit if Wind/or^ Mis. Quickly piomifes Jack 
Rugby a poffet at nigbt.** STIBVtNS. 

' dtalh and nature di contend dhcMt tkem^ 

}yhf(htr thrj !:v^, or dir. ] Of this iaiage our ancient writers 
were peculiaily foud. Thu'i a>i;ain, iu Twine's trailflation of the 
flory of Priuct Appollyn\ Dcaili Jlrivtd with liie within her, aud' 
the conflifi wat dauogerons and d'oubtfull who fliould preoallej** 
Again, in AlFt Well thai ends welt.- 

t'lv blood and virtue 

** Contend ^orcrupite in ihce. " Steevens. 
Again, iUds 

•» Nature and fukucfs 

Debate it at their Icifuie." MalONS. 
* — Hkrk } — I laid Iktir daggers ready^ 
' He ionti not tni/s tiem* ] Compare Euripides,— Or«^<i, v. 1391 
•Mwhere Eledra ftandt ceaiinel at the door of the palace whilft 
Orcfles is within for the purpotc of murdcrinc Helen. '1 he dread 
o( a fiiiprize, and eagcrucls tor the hulincfs, make Lledra conclude 
that the deed muA be doue ere time enough uad cl^pfcd for aticmpV* 
Isg It. She liftena with anaioua mpatiehcej anil hearing nothing,* 
expiefles (Iroog tears left the daggers Jhottld have failed. Read the 

whole pailai^e. S. VV. 

1 . Had ke not rtjimbltd 

My jutker ex ke Jeft, I ksd d$ni*t,] Thit fo ^ttj aitfal. Fer^ 

Vol. XI. H 



^8 MACBETH. 



Enter Macbeth. 

Macb. I have done ihe deed:-*Didft thou not 

hear a noifc? 
Lady M. I heard the owl fcream, and the crick- 
ets cry. 
Did not you fpeak? 
Macb. " When? 
Lady M* Now. 
Macb. At I defcended ? 

Lady M. Ay. 
Macb. Hark! — 
Who lies i'thc fccoud chamber? 

Lady M. Donalbain. 
Macb. This is a forry hght. * 

[Looking on his handu 

ms the pnet Imd drawn the Udy and hci hu(band, it would be thought 
the ad (huuld have been douc by her. It it likewtfe highly juft; 
for though ambitioa had fubdued in her all the Ceottiacott of iia« 

turc towards prtfe1^t objcds, yet the likenefi of one /«/f, which (ht 
pjd been accuftomed lo regard wilh reverence, tn idc her unnatural 
pafhouk, for a moment, give wa/ to ihc fcatimcais ot iultiad and 
buaaaity. Warsokton. 

The Caine circumftance on a hmtlar occafion is introduced b^ 
Sialltti in the Vth book of bii TktUU, v. «S6 : 

Ut vcro Alcimeden ctiamnum in inurmure truncot 
Ferre paths vnlluSy e^entem laiiJuini^ curem 
ConTpexi, rigucre coinx, atque in viiccra fxvus"" 
Horror iit. Meut ille Thoai, mea dira videri 
Dextra mihi. Exteaplo thalaroU tnrbata pateroit 
Inferor. 

Thoas was the father of Hjrpfipylc, the fpeaker. SrLtvLui, 

w 

* Tnis is • forry fi^it. ] Thit cspreffiott might havc bctabofTOved 

ffOOS Spcnfer's Fncj tl^ieen^ B. V. c. i, ft. 14 : 

To whom a» they approachea, ibcy cfpide 

A J9nt Jigkt at vverfcene with eye; 

A hcadlclo ladie lying him bchde. 

In hcK 0|>rn hUud all waUoMp'd woefullf." ^Vhallet. 
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Lady M. A fooU(h tkought, to fay a forry fight. 

Macb. There's one did laugli in his iieep, SLud 
one cried, murder} 

That they did wake each otheft; 1 ik>od and heard, 
theni : 

But they did fay their ptayers, aod addreCft'd them 

Again to ileep. 

Lady M. There are twolodg'd together* 

Macb. One cried, God bltj^ ui! and, Amen, the. 

oiber ; 

As they had fecn me.^ With thefe hangman's hands, 
Lidening thcii fear. * 1 could not fay, Amen, 
When they did fay, God biefs us. ' 

• Al tkij had fetn «*, ] i. e. ai if. So, in Tie Winltr's tdt: 

i* At we are mock'd with *Tt. " STitvtM. 

• Lineaing their j$at. J i. e. Ltjitning to. thtir Jttf^ ihf parlicU 
omiticd. ThU ii ponmoa in our autlMr. Thus, In jf«/uu Cefari . 

Aa IV. fc. i: 

" .and now, O^avtttS, 

U/lfn great ihiugs. " • . * -»* t* j> 

Coinciuporaiy writers look the fame liberty. SO, lo Tki W9r(0 
tt/sd mi r««M, by Middleton and Rowlef, Ji<«0:* 
»» i,j/<>i the plainis of i' v poor voiaricf.** 
Aglia, io Lyiv'i Maid'i Mctamoipkojis^ 1600: 

Therf. ia rich feau, all wrought Ivorf, 
M The Graces Bt, tijtmng the oclodf 
•« Qt warbling birds." SticvM*. 

» WUn ihtj did fay, G»d Htfi «i. 1 The words — which 
tender this hemiaich too lone 10 ujiUc wiih ilie next ia ftfrmiog n 
.veifei perfuade me that ihc paffa^e origla»liy rao thus: 

»» I covld not /dt, Arben, 

When they, <5od blefs us. 
U «. *»hen they iouhl faj Go.l blcf* u*. Co«M/«y, inibelbconi 
lane was left to 1>c un'Mllnnd; ai before — 

«t and, Au;eti, ihe other: 

%, t. the diher erl«4' Aaen. B«t the'plaTeit, bdnkag m Idea of the 
laucr cittpflt, fepplMl ihft fylteblM %h»t deatoy ihe meafUf c. 

Ha '. 
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Ladt M. Confider it not ifo deeply. 

Macb. But wherefore could ndt I proDOQQce» 

Amen? 

I had uioft need of biclling, and Ameu 
Stuck in my throat. 
/ I ADY M. 1 hcfe deeds mnfl not be thought 
Alter ilielcuays; lo, it will make us mad. 
Macb. Methought* 1 heard a voice cry. Sleep no 
more! 

Macbeth does murder JUep, the innocent Jieep; 
Sleeps that knits up the ravelPd JUave of care 
The death of each dafs life, Jo re labour's bath^* 

* — — ll# TMveird flcave of c«r», ] Sltavt fignifus the TaveU'd 
knotty part of the filk, which g|vet grett tronble and cmbarraff* 
nent to the knitter or weaver. Hkath. 

Drayton, a poet of Shakrpeare's age^ hat likewifc alluded to Jtm9id 
or rwtlltd filk, in his Qutji of Cynthia: 

*^ At length i on a fountain light, ' * 

Whoft brim with piokt wat platted, - 
The banks with daffadiUJei dight, 
•* With graft, like Jltavty was matted." Lakgtow. 
Shave is properly filk wKich has not been twiftcd. It is mentioned 
in HoUalljed i Hijorj of IngUnd^ p. 835: *' Eight wild mcu all 
apparelled in green aofs made with Jltvti filk. " 
Again, in Tii Mnjtt* Eliiitm, hj DrayiOn: 

*' ihrumb'd with gra& 

As foft ziJUsvts or farcenet ever wat.** 
Again, ihid: 

Tliat in the handling feels as foft as any Jitavt, " 
« STEITBUt* 

appears to have fiffiified tt^rft^ ff>fit nnwroagbt filk » Siim 
irtftimnm, Itat. Cotgrave in liis DiCT. i66o« rcndert Jtjtfiof>ke^ 
•» (leave filk. " See alfo. ih'xdt «' C^rlarct, pour faire The 
tow, 'or coarfefl part of filke, whereof Jltavt is made.** — In Troiius 
mnd Crtjjida we (lave — Thou idle immaterial (kcin of Jlea^t Glk. '* 

Malovs* 

4 ri# death •f tmtk d«jrV lift, Jvn MwU Ice.] In thia 

eneomiun upon fleep, amongft the many apptUaiinns which are 
pivcn it, ficnificant of its beneficence and friendlini to life, we 
i»nd ouc wliich conveys si different idea, and by no means agrcca 
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Balm of hurt minds, z^cnf nature s ferond courJc^ 
Chief naunjher in iijti Juond Jcajii^— 

with the reft« which Ut tit death •/ ttk ittfi lift, I make it« 
^ucfti6n but Shakfpcarc wrote : 

Tit birlh ('/ fnck lia't's life : 
The true cliaradcriftick. of ileep, which repairs the decays of la- 
bour, and affiftt that tetnrniog vigour which foppliei the next day's 
aAaviiy. WAftiURTOit. 

Tk9 distk of taek ittf% .Ufi, mtant iki ni of fch dsft f«l«iir, lk§ 

tfinilufion of all hu/tU mni jBitgKi tUt McA d^'s lij$ hinp tntk 

it, Sr££VENS. 

Sleep, that knit^ up tkf raveU'd fleave of care, 
Tkt dtsti oj tack daji lifty fore labour's baib. 
Balm of hurt minds, ] Is it not probable that Shakfpcare re- 
membered the following verfet in Sir Fhilip Sydney's AJh^pM 
andS/ella, a pnem, from wbich hc has qootcd a lioeitt Tk§Minf 

"Wivi* OJ WtRi^Jor f 

Come Jlttfty O fleepe, the certain knot of peace. 
The lelAia; place of wits, the imlm of woe, 
M The poor man's wealth, the prifoner's releafc, 
«» The indifferent judge betweeu the high and low." > 
So alfo, in Tkt famom Hifioiii of Gtorge Lord iauconkridgt^ Scci 
bt. let! •«-~Yetfleep, ikt tmffitr of dijreffed mbids^ could oot 
lock up her eyes. " Again, in Golding't Tiaaflation of Ovid*t 
UMUmtpkefts, B. VIII. 1587 : 

— At furh a time as folkes are wont to hud rfltafi 
Of c«rfj that all the day before were working in their hcdf | 

Again, ibid. B. X! : 

«t O Jerpe, quoth (hc, the rfft of things, O gentleA of the 
goddcs, ' • 

Sweete fleepe, the peace of mind, with whom croohl cere 

is aye at odds 5 
IVbich cberifheft men t wetry Umba appall'd with ttflnq^ 

And makeft them as frelh to wothe, and luftie «t before. ** 
The lat^ Mr. Gray bad perhaps our audior's S iiaik of eacit 
dbf*i life" in his ihou^Iiis, when he wrote — 

lUe curfew lolh the knitl of parting day." Malonk, 

He nii^ht as probably have thought on the following paflage im 
the hrii fcene of the fecond part of K, Htnrj If: 
«• _ a fullen kM • 

•> &eiivmbei*d M/iif a it^MiU ftifnd. "Stiitms, 

H 3 
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Lady M. What do you mean? 

Macb. Still it died, Slnp no mote! to all the 
hoiifc: 

Glamis hntk viurdn^d fltrp; avii (hfr^fcre Cawdor 
Shall JLccp no more^ M'i^<^'ih fiiali jlcfp no rnorr ! 
Lady M. Who was it, that thus cried? Why, 
worthy tiiaae, 
Yoa do Qobend your noble firength, .to think, 
So bminfickly of things : — Go« get fome water. 
And waih this fiUhy'witnefs from your hand. — 
Why did yoa bring thefe daggers from the place? 
They mad lie there: Go, carry them; and fmear ' 
The fleepy grooms with blood. 

Macb. I'll po no more: 

I am afraid to think what I have done; 
Look on't again, 1 dare not. 

. Lady M. Infirm of purpofcl , 

Qive me the daggers: The lleeping, and the dead. 
Arc but as pi^lures: 'tis the eye of childhood, 
That fears a painfed deviL ^ If he do bleeds 
I'll gild the laces of the grooms withal. 
For it mufi feem thcit guilt. ' 

[£xf/. Knocking within. 

• Ckief nouriflifr in UJt's Je/tJ; ] So, in Chaucer * JjujVri'j I**/*, 
y. ip6Si ( Mr. Tyrwhitl't editi 

The ntrUt ot digcRioa, the JUfft*** Stiivins. 

• Uis tkt ej' »/ tkiUk€«J, 

Thai ftafs 0 pAtvlfd dfvil. ] So, in Viiioria CtfrOmlMtf, l6lt : 
"^'f^iff Mii^, mj lord, witfk finttd dtviU. " 

Steevens* 

' ■. ■ ■ ^ilJ ikt faces of Ihf grooms vitiai^ 

' f9t it muj Jtem Uiir guilt. J CoulJ Sliskfpeaie ncatt to play 
upoa the fimiliiiHle of giiii and g»Utf Johnsoii. * 

This quibble too frequently occurs in the old plays. A few 
fofianeot^for I conld yrodace » dosen at IcaA) sa^ folBce; 



Digitized by GoogI( 



M A C P ^ T H. . io3 . 

Macb. Whence is^that knocking f 

How is't with me, when every noife appals mc? 
What hands arc here? Ha! they pluck out mine 
eves ! 

Will all great Neptune's ocean wafli this blood' 
Clean from my. band ? No ; this my hand will rather 
The multitudinous Teas incarnardine,^ 

Cand. Ypu have a filver beakev of my wife's? 
F/m. Vou fay opt true, 'tis |{7/. 
«• Cmi. Then yon fiijr truei-i^ 

♦« And l)fing ^;7/, the ga'ilt lies more on you. 
Agtillt in Mi ldlcion's comedy of A tnad iyorlJ v:y Majirrs, 160S1 

Though ^ui// condemns, ' tii ^iU muA make ui gla4. ** 
And, laftly, from Sbaklpeare bimrclf: 

England null double gitd'hn treble guiU.*" Vntj If^ 

II. Again, in Kivg Htmy \ : 

. Have for the glh ol Iiance, O guiii indeed!" STgKVftMf* 

• Will all f^^fat .Krph-ntt rmir. wafti thii h!o'>J J 
**■ Sujciptt^ 6 ijtlliy qu'iti ''.'tt Kon ultima Ttlhjs^ 

Catullus jo QcUinin, 93.* 
• "OifAni yctf ITT Mf iffw m ^i^iy «v 

" Outs elvft wf Tciflii? cut , . f hff'^'nrit 
" Mtrotii undn I'ontuo incuml'r.i Man? 
»« jVon xfjt laid magnvs octano pattr 

fMfvn t3tfi*rH /alms i" Scacc. Hippo!. SfKCVEiNl^ 

Non, fi Ncptuoi Budu rcoovare opmm des; 
\* Non, ni^ir^ fi lotuio velU clu^re onoibus undi^.** 

LKcrtt, L. G. V. 1074. 
Holt Wbite, 

So, io T;:^ Infuti-i'f Count'Js, hv MarHon, l6i3: 

AUhovi^H the waves of all the northern Tea 
u SbouW flow for ever ihiough tbefe g^iiUy hendi, 
•* Yet the ranguiaolent fiaio wonld extant be.** 

MALOIIt* 

' Tif moUitndianui /tm incarnardine,] To iacarnsrJint \i to flaii\ 

any thing of a llrHi colnur, or trd. Ca^nnriht U the did tfrt^ 
for carnation. 5o, m a comedy called Jnt Iking Jor « ^ttitl Ltjt.i, 
Grogramsi Catt^oSv veWet fine. 
The (ofjr-colour'd atrnairdhi, *' SmvtMS, . 

m 
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Making the green— one red.^ 

By tkt wiuUiludinout feas, pcrbnps the poet meant', not the Teas of 
cvciv dcnomitiaiioii, as ihc Calpiaii, ftc. (as fome have thought, ) 
nor ibc niaiiy-cototucd leas, ( a^ others contend, ) bui tlic ieas which 
fvfrm with loynads of inhabitamt. Thus riomcrt 

** Tlorrof fir' IX0TOENTA <pix<»v ttnetvev^e q)Sp}(ffiv," 
The wofd it ufed bv Ben Jonfon, and by 1 homa* Decktr in 
Tke WondtifMl Yrar, i6o3, in wiiicli had tt-c muUiiudinoiU 
Jfavn." It li otjcdcd by Mr. keurick, ihat Macbeth io hit pie- 
font difpofition of mind would hardly have adverted to a property 
of the Tea, which has lo little relation to the oljed immediately 
before him ; ;.rid if Macbeth had it allv fpokcn this fpccch ni his 
calllc oi luvcincfs, the reniaik vtould be juil. But the ciiiiclc 
Ihottld have rnneinbered, that thU fpeech if not the real cSisfcon of 
a diltempercd miud, but the compofitMiu of Shakfpeare; of that 
poci. who has put n cirriiinilnntial account of -n apoti.erary s Uiop 
into ttie mouih oi Ronico, the morocnt jftcr he lias heard the fatal 
Ofwt of hi» beloved J ulict'i death : — and ba!> made Othello, when 
in the aoftoifli of his heart he detemioe* to kill hit wife, digKjeTa 
from the objed which agitttca hit foal, to defcribc vioutely the 
/ courfe ol the Pontick fcr.. 

Mr« Siccvcui ubjcds lu the following note to thii explanation, 
thinking it nbie probable that Shakfpeare (hould refer to fomo 
vilible quality in the ocean," than to its concealed inhabitanttx^ 
to the waters that might admit of difcoloraiion, " than, to the 
fiflics %vhole iiue cpuld fufif^r no change iron the lind of blood,*' 
Bot in whiit page of our author do we find bit allufioai thin cari- 
o^Oy^ ronndcd, and complete in all thetr paru? Or rather doet npt 
every page qf the fc volumrs fumifh us with ininccs croudcd on each 
other, thUt are not naiuially connedcd, and loinctimes are even 
difcordatii? Hamlet's ptopofiug to take up arms againA a Jtn of 
troublet it a well known Sample of this kii»d« and twenty others 
might be produced. Our autbpr certainly alludes to the waters, 
whiih ate capable of difcoloratioti, and not lo the fiihes. His 
allulioo to the waters is cxprcUed by the wprd Jtan tt( which, if 
lie bat addcif ail epithet* that hft w very clofc eounedion with the 
fobjeA immediately before |iia>* he hat only Ibllowed hit ufual 
praflice. 

if hpwcvei no allifiion was intended to the myriads of iobabi* 
Canit with which the deep U peopled, 1 believe by the multiiu^in»us 
Ji» was meant, not the maay-wavfi ocean, at it fuggefted, but 

' tkt iount]iJi mojfes of ualcn wktrtver d'tfpnjtd on the Jurfarr of 
tke ghhf ; the mvltiludgi of fmu a> Hcvu ood has ii in a paifage 
quoted below, that peiha[>s our au;hur icrocnibered : and indeed it 
muft be owned that hit having ufed the plnral /us fecint to coonw- 



MACBETH, 



Rc'fttUr Lady Macbeth. 
Lady M. My hands arc of your colour; bat I 



nance fuch an interpretation; Tor the fiagular it «quallv Tutted . 
to thr cpitlift mnlliludineus in the fcnfe o[ ly^xjc^yTd, aod would cev* 
Uiai/ have corrclpoodtd better with the fublcquent line. 

Maloni. 

^ I believ^ that Sbalcfpeart ffefcrredl to fome vifible quality in the 
•ccan, rather than to il> concealed inhabitants ; to the waters that 

might admit of difcoloration, and not to the fifhei whofe huecould 
fuffcT no change from the tinS of blood. Waves appearing over 
waves are uo unapt fytnbol of a crowd. A fea of heads" is a 
phrafe employed by one of our legitimate poets, but by which of 
them I do not at prcfent recoiled. Blackmore in hit hat 
(tjVcUed the fame idea to a ridiculous bulk : 

A waving fea of heads was round me fpread. 
And ftill frelh ftrcamt the gazing deluge fed.'* 
He who beholdsan audience from the ftage or any other multitndt 
garing on any particular objed, rauft perceive that their heads arc 
raifcd over each other, vclui unda Ju^trvtnit undam. If therefore 
our author by the ^* muliitudiMus {tit" doc* not me»n tht tggregitU ^ 
ej Jfiy he muft be underftood to defigh the wadtitndt or ' 

|A« v>avt% that kmt tki •ppt&rante of a muUUnde. STUVIMt. 

9 Afdiir;' the pern — out red.] The Time thought OCCnTS in 1*44 
DownJ^l of RobfTt Eari of Huntingdon^ i6oi : / 
•« He made ^he (retn Jfs ltd with Turkilh blood." 

Again : 

The nuHiludes of Teas died ttd with blood.** 
Another not unlike it is found in Spenfcr*s F^irj Qjutn^ B. II. 
c, X. ft. 48: 

•* The whiles with blood they all the Ihore did DMd« 

And the griy octan into putp/r dyt»' 
AgaiOt i" ^^if i<}0\ fone of Drayton's Volyolhion : 

And the vaU ^tttnijh Jta diJcolivLr'd lik* to bUod." 

Steevcns. 

The fame thought it tifo found in TAi Tw$ JfthU Kin/men ^ by 
Hctchcr, t6S4: 

** Thnu mighty one that with thy power haft turn'd « 

** Gretn Neptune into purple." 
The prefeol paliage if one of thofe all^ded to in a note on 
fOM lUi tl, Vol. Vlll* p. 343, in which, I apprehend, •or aathoi*t 
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To wear a heart fo white/ [JSTiiocifc.] I hear a knock- 

w 



words have been refined iotp afcnfe that he never thought of. The 
other ii ib Otkelh : * 

Put one the light* tnd then pot out the light.** 

The line before us, on the foggcftion of the ingenious author of 
Tkt Gray's-Ir.n Jrurnal^ h^i btCA printed in (omt late editioM ill 
the followiag manoer ; 

Making the green— one red. 

Every part of thit line, at thni rtgatatc^, appean to nt excep* 
ftooabte. One red doa not found to my e^r a« the phrafeologv of 
the age of Elizabeth atid Ike green, for the green cne^ or for the 
green J/a^ it, J am pcrfaaded, unexampled. The quaiutnei^ in- 
troduced by fueh a regulation feeoii of an entirely different colonr 
from the quaintueO^cs of Shakfpeare. Hf would have written, I 
have no doubt, Making the green red," (So, in Iki Ttm^ 

And twixt ike grttn Jf and the aiure vanlt 
Set roaring war.**) 

if ht had not ufed t!ie word/rsi in the preceding llnr, which forced 
him to employ atmihcr word herr. As to pTc\fnt the car being 
offended, wc have in the pailagc before u», the gittn on/," io- 
fiead of " tbe green//*,** fo we have in iC. Htr^rf VIU, Aft. I, 
fc. ii : lame ««w/* to avoid a fimilar repeiitioo: . 

Thev have all new lep^ and UfM «M€Sf* 
Again, in The Merchant cj Venice: 

A ftage where every man mnft play a part. 

And mine a Jai 9nt," 
Thougli the pun^luaiion of the old copy is very often faiiltv', vet 
in all doubtful cafes, it ought, when fupported by more deciiivc 
cir^umflaaces, to have feme littU weight, in the prefent inflance, 
the Hnc ii pointed ai in my text : 

Making the green one, r<^. Malohc. ^ 

If tbe new pobftuation be dirmifTed, we rouft correft the fore- 

goiog line, nnd read—'' the multitudinous fea ; for how wilt the 
plural — /(f»i, accord with the green on; ?" Btruics, the leuft con- 
veyed by the arrangement w^icb Mr. Malouc would icjcd, if 
coaatenanced by a paflage itk HgmUt s 

** Haih now hit dread and black conplexion fmear*d 
With heraldry more difmal { head to foot 

•» Now is he total gules." 
i. e. one red. The exr^rcflion — one red,** may alio be joAified 
by languaae yet more ancient than thai of Sbakfpeare. In Gtnejis. 
^•ii. (i^td (eycril qtbcr^Ucet in fcri^iiire) wehayf — one 
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At the fonth entry : — retire we to our chamber : 
A little water clears us oF this deed: 
How ealy is it then ? Your conflancy 
Hathieiiyoauoaaended. — [J(.uocking.] Hark! more 
knocking : 

Get on your nightgown, leiioccafioh call us, 
And iliow ns to be watchers :~Bc not loft 
So poorly in your thoughts. / 
Macb. To know my deed,^*twere bed not 
know myfcif/ \KnoeL 
VVsikeDuncan with thy knocking! * Ay,'wou'd thou 
. couid'fl!^ [ExeunU 



Again, in onrLitur^t »l»e ««Jr 09t fdld under one Aepr 

bcrd.'' But, fetting aHde examples, are there HOC ntOf imifM 
phrafes in our author i* SxEEVtss. 

* My hands an tjjouf colour ; but J Jhamt 

T$ wtsr a heart fo whiie.J A GiqiUr antithefi* ii found ii| 
Vailow^e*! Ii>«^*r Demiaiea, wiitteo bcfor^ 1S93 : 

*• Yoar cheeki are black, let not your /oei h9k whiie." 

Malone. 

'* To know mj dted, — 'twere htfi^not know mjtftlf.] i. e. While 
J have tkt tkongkts oi this deed, it were bcft 001 knovw, or k« loji 
to, mjrfclf. Tbb-»ao aofwerio the lady** leproofi 
■ he net iojt 
So poorl) in your thoughts. Warburton. 

* Wake Duncan uUh tK) knocking!^ Mucbcih is addreiiiug the 
perfon who knocks :^t the outward gate. — Sir William D'Avenant, 
ao Lis altcratiou of thii play, readi - (^nd incendcd probably 10 point) 
•* Wake, Duucan, v it')/^;j kuockicii^ !*' conceiving thai Vlacbeth 
callfU ii;>on Duman to awake- Froqpi ihc fame miuppjehenlion, I 
•ncc thought liii emendation right} but there u ccrtaialy no nce4 
of change. MaU>NE. i 

See Mr. Matooe's cxtraft from Mr. Whaiely's Remarks on fom.i 
tki ihataSttM oj Sk»k/pi»Ttj at the conclufioa o( thii tragedy. 

StE EVENS, 

* Ay, 'would thc>u co'jiiii'Jl*.\ The o.d copv ba« — /; but.as «y, 
the affirmative particle, wa^ thus written, I conceive it to have bcei^ 
dcfigncd here. Hud Shjkfpcxre me^nifto cxprvfs *4 i would," ho 

might perh ij- . v\V. } ;• r v. ^ • , _'!» •./,/. a> np Tn'ny other oc- 
f a(lont,~i iic rc|)cuiaot cxciamauoti o( Macbeiii, 10 my judge* 



io8 'MACBETH. 



SCENE' lU.* 

The fatne^ 

EnUr a Porter, [Knocking within* 

Porter. Here's a knocking, indeed ! If a maa 
were porter of hell-gate, he fliould have old turn- 
ing the key.'' [Knocking.^ Knock, knock, knock: 
Who's there, i'the name of Beizebub ? Here's a 
farmer, l^at hang'd himfcif on the expeAation of 
plenty: Come in time ; have napkins enough ' a- 
bout you; here youll fw«at . forV [Knocking.'[ 
Knock, knock: Who's there, Tthe other devil's 
name ? 'Faith, here's an equivocator, that could 
fwear in both the fcales againft either fcale ; who 
committed treafon enough for God's fake/ yet 
could not equivocate to heaven : O, come in. equi- 
vocator. [Knocking,] Knock, knock, knock : Who's 

ment, derivn force Irom the prcfent change ; a cbange which h|» 
been repeatedly made in fpelling this ancient fubftitiiu for the word 

of enforccraenl — «>, in the very play brfnrc us. STrrvENS. 

• Sunt 111,] Though Shakfpcare (fee Sir J. Reynolds's excellent 
note on Ai I. fc. vi. p. 63.) might have dcfigned thi& fcenc as 
another inftance of what is ciUled the r4p$/e in painting, I cannot 
help regarding ii in a different light. A glimpfe of (omedy was 
expctlcd by our author's audience in ilic mod fcrious drama ; and 
where elfe could the inerrimcut, which he hinifelf was always 
ftruggUug after, be fo happily introdnced ? STSevBNt. 

^ kt Jhould kavt old turniK^ Ihe key.] U €, freqmnl^ more 

than etiflvi;h. So. in K. Hrnry IV. P. II. the Drawer fnys Then 
here will be o/^/ uiis." See note on this paiTage. Steevf.ns. 

' —^napkins tnou^k—] i. «. handkerchiefs. So, in OtkdUs 
•« Yonr ••pkin is too little.** Ste evens. 

• knt'i an ejnirocalor, — nhc ccmmiUtd trtafon enough for 

Cod fitkf.] Meanine 3 Jcfuit : an order fo troublcfooje to the 
fl^lc iu queen Llii.ibciii and kiug J.iti)t!t the iitft's lime, "^he ia- 

vcntort of the execrable doArioc of ifuhoemtin* WAEBOtTon. 
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there ? 'Faith here's an Englifii tailor come hither, 
for flealing out of a French hofc: ^ Come in, tailor; 
here you mav roaQ-your goofe. [Kriockin^.] Knock, 
knock : Never at quiet ! What arc you ? — But this 
place is too cold for hell. Til devil-porter if no 
further: 1 had thought to have let in fomeofali 

■ 1 

• ktTt'i an F.n^lijh tailor come kiiktry Jor Jtaling out of • 

frtmU A*/'**] The arcfaaeft of tbe joke confift» in this, that a' 
French hofc bciag very (hon and ftrait, a uylor muft be naftcrol 
bis, trade who could flcal any thing from thence. WarbirtOM, 

Dr. Warburton has Caid this at random. The frank koje (a£- 
eordin| to SCubbt in hit Anmlomie »J Ahujes ] vifert in the year 159$ 
much tn laOiion.— Tkt Gtdlis hfn arc made very largie and 

wide, reaching down it their intts Miy, miik tkrii Or Jktrt gwiu 
0fetc* laid down alon^ either ho/e." • 
Again io Tit Ladies Privilege^ 1640 :V 
** wear their hng 

Par^f.an breefhci> with five points at kneel, 
•* Whofc tags, concurring with their harmoniotat fpun, 
t« Afford rare muhc ; tbcu bavc they doublets 
f So (hort i'tb' waift, they feem as twere begot 

Upon their doublets bf their cloaks, which to fave ftttff 
** Are but a year's growili longer than their (kirtS } 

And all this magazine of device is furniflt'd 
•* By your French taylor.'* 
Again, in Tis De/fmtt of C9WffHking{ iS^a: Blell be t|ie 
/'rracA fleeves and breech verdingales that grMts ikm (the tailors 
h»vt to (ontf^cBtck J9 mgktily. ' Stsbv£N8. 

When Mr. StccvcTis renfured Dr. Warburton in this place, he 
forgot the uncertainty of French fajhious. In T/ie Treafury of <ui- 
liint and modern Times^ 16 13, we have an account ^from Guvoa, 
I fuppofe) of* the old French dreffes : " Mens k§ft anfwered in 
length to their fhort-Ocirted doublets; being made ch/e io tknr 
imbeSy wherein they had no meanes for porVtt»." And Withers, in 
bis fatyr againU vanity, ridicules the fpiuze, diminitivi^ neat, 
ffiirri«i««*r kojk^** PAiMVt. 

From the following pnflagcs iu the Scornful Lady^ by Beaumont 
and Fletcher, which apfjcarcd about the vear t6i3, it may be col« 

IcAcd that largf breeches were then io fafllioo • 

Sm-illt. Tan old flcw;ncl. | " A conielier wear, I wis, than youT 
dangling Jlop%." Atlerwards Young Lovelefs fays to the Reward,-— 
'*;^This is as plain as your old mnikin hfttcktiJ" Malone. 
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profeflioris, tbat go the primrofe way to tbe ever* 
lading bonfire.' .{Knoc}un%, J Anon, anon ; I fsray 
you; remember tbe porter. [O/fem the gate. 

Enter MacoU^^ and Lenox. 

Maco. Was it fo late, friend, ere you went to 
bed. ^ 

That vou uo He fo late? 

Pohi. 'laith, fir, we were carouriiig the 
fecond cock : * and xlrink, iir, is a great provoker 
of three things. ^ 

Ma CD. What three things does drink efpeciail^ 
provoke ? 

Port. Marry, fir, nofe-patnting, ileep, and urine. 
Lechery, fir, ^t provdkes, and unprovokes : it pro^ 
vokes'the deftre, but it takes away the perfortnaneei 
Therefore, much drink may be faid to b^ an equi- 

vocator with lechery: it makes him, and it mars 

Lim ; it fets him on, audit takes him uii ; it per- 
fuades hirri, and diftcartcns him ; makes inm Hand 
to, and not flan d to: in conclufum, equivocates 
.him in aOcep,^ and giving him the lie, ie.aveikhim. 

^ ^m^iht |»iiaror< wtiy /• tkt tTCfflaftmg ^ofire.] So, in iOm* 
itt: Htmrcif the primrpft p»tk of dalliance treads. " Again, in 
Aid well that tn is writ : the jlimifj thac Iciuift Scc. to 

the ^ftal fire." SI' ^V! ^s. 

* ~. — /{// tht Jc<9%d cock :] Cockcrowing. So, in King Lear : 
btgios at curfew, and walks lill tbe firft ml.^ Again, 
in tbe xiith Mery itjit §f tki Widow Editk^ i3;3 : 

»» The time ilicy pas merely v\ t<n of ihc clok, 
Yea, and 1 IbalL notl>e, lill alter the kiH cei." 

It appears from a paftage So AaaiMi^ mnd Jul'nt^ Uiat Shafpeare 
neiiii, that iher were caroaCng liU Ihtt «*ff«rl 

«» — The /tcond cnck hn*. crow'd ; 

«♦ The curfew-bcU has lo.l'd: 'lis thrfe o'clocl: " Mai.onf. 

^ in a Jlftfy\ SurcL/ wc ihould read— lA.'t^ a licept — 

fleep. M. Masom. 
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Macd. I believe i drink gave thee tbe lie 1a(l 
nigliu* 

The oM readiilg ic the true one. Oot author frcqueotljr nfct'i* 
for into. So, in K. Richard J 11 : 

But, firil, rU turn you' feUow tm bii guvc." * 
Agsio, ibid : 

Fallely to draw me U thefe vile rarpedi.'* SrtiviNS. 
^ J Mitpi^ drin$ gnt tht tit tit laft nigbi.] It it not very caff 
to aCeeitatn prccifcly the line wbeu Duncan is tnurjercd. The 
conveifalion that p^ffts hfiwecn Bauquo and M.iiLcih in the hitk 
fccnc of ibis ad inig,ht lead uk to fuppol'c lliai when l^uquo letiicd 
to reft it wat not mui after twelve' o'clock: 
** Ban! How goes the ni^t, boy? 

Hi. I lie tnoon is down ; I have nOt bcard the dock. 
fian. And flic goes down at tuttlvt, * 
*» lit, I lakc'i 'tis liter fir.*\ 
Tb^ king was then abed j** and immediatelf alter Banqao t4* 
tires Lady. Macbeth Arikes upon the bell, and Macbeth commits 
the murder. In a few minutes aftciwiirds the knocking ai tlie gats 
comiutuccs, ^cnd of fc. ii.) and no timecaa Uc fuppoied to chipfe 
between tbe fecond and tbe third fcene, becaufe the porter get* up 
in conrcquence of the knocking; yet'here Macdutf talks of t»Jt 
n»_*A/, and (ays that he was rommanded to call iimtlj on ihc king, 
and that he fears he has alnioit ovcrpafs d the hour ; aud the potter 
telU bim we were caroufing till tktJt(ond cock ;" fo that we muft 
(uppofc it to be now at leaft fix o'clock ; for Macduff hat alrcadf 
expiefl'ed his furprizethat the porter fhould lie Jo laie. 

Fiom Lady Macbeth's words in the bfth afl, — »* One, — tno — 'tis 
titue to do'tf" — h JhoulJ Jem that ibe louider \va« comoiitied at iutO 
o'clock, and that hour it certainly oot inconGHent with tbe coo** 
verfation above quoted between Banquo and his fon ; for we are 
not told liovv much later than twelve it was when Banquo retired 
tu rcU: but even that hour ui two will not corrcfpoud wiili what^ 
the Porter and Macduff fay in the preCeot fcene. 

I fufped our auihor (who b feldom very exad in bit conput uion 
of time) in fart meant that the murder fhrjuld be ruppofc<i to be 
cominiiieil a little before daj-hrrai, which cxadly cotrefpondt 
vkiiU the fpccch of Macduff now before us, though not fo welt witlt 
the other ciscuhiOaoces already meolioncdt or with Lady Macbeth's 
4elwsng bar kolbaod to put on hit nii;ht^own (that he might iinve 
the appearance of one newly roulcd liotn bed,) IcU occahon (hould 
call tuciu, 411^ luow ihciu to be walcken ; which ma^ lignify 
perfons who ritup<«<<at uight, but can hardly meao thofe whodo 
Skoi to bed till 

Shakfpeaie, I believe, was led to li< the time of Duncan's mur« 
dc( near the break gf day by.HuUulhcd't account of lUe muid^^u^f 



11$ MACBETH. 

Port. That it did, fir, i'thc very throat o'rac: 
But 1 requited him for his lie; and, I think, being 
too flrong for him, though he took up my ie^s ^ 
fometime, yet I made a ibik to cafthim/ 

Macd.. Is thy mafter flirring?— 
Our knocking has awak'd him ; here he comcs^ 

EnUr Macbeth. 

Len. GoodUmorroWi noble fir! 

Macb. GoocUnorrow, both! 

MaCd. Is the king fttrring, worthy thane? 

Macb. Not yec 

Macd. He did command me to tall dmely on hitn ; 
I have almod flippM the honr. 

Macb. Til bring yon to him. 

Macd. I know, this is a joyful trouble to you; 
But yet, 'tis one. 

Macb. The labour we delight in, phylicks pain.' 
This is the door. 



kiog Duffe, alrcady<quoled : — he wai long in his oratorie, and 
there coniinucd till it was late in (fir nit^ht." DonwaUl's fcrvantt 
cuter ihe chamber where lite kingUic, « iitUt bejon cocki trow^ 
vhcre they fecretUe cue bii thfoat.** Oonwald hidnCelf fat up with, 
die ofllceri of the guard the . whol/ of the night. Malonb. 

* — — / ma4e a Jluft U ctft him. To cs/t Aim upy lo cafe mf 

fiomach oi In in. The equivoctiion is hctMreeii cajt Of Mr««, M A 
term of wrcUlinj(, and c»JL or tajt up. Johnson. 

I find a fimibr play upon word«, in an old comedy, entitled 
TktTwf4t»gry Women of Alin^ton, priitlcd 1^99: 

•* to-nigiu hc i a gooil hufwifc, he reels all that liewrougbt 

to day, andhe were good now lo playatdicc, lor he ia/s excellent 
well. ' SrEEVBNS. 

' fl« Mour w dltigki h phyficks p»in»] i. «. afftfrdi a cor*- 
diat to it. So, in The Winter's Tdile, fc. i: *♦ It i« a gallant child; 
•oc thatf indeed, fi^jj^cks the fuhjedijpiaket old beam frefh. " 

StI£VEMS. 
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MaCd.' ril make fo bold to call. 

For 'ds my limited feivicc/ [Exit M\CDUfF. 

L.EN. Goes the kmg 

From hence , to-day ?* 

Macs. He does : — he did appoint fo,* 

LEiN. rhe night has been unruly : Where we lay. 
Our chimneys were blpwn down : and, as they fay; 
Lamentings heard i the air; Orange icreamsoi'death; 
And propbecying, with accents terrible. 
Of dire combuUion, and confusM events. 
New hatched to the woeful tstrie. 'I he obfcure bint 
«Clamot]r*d the livelong night fome fay, the earth 
Was feverous, and did (hake/ 

^O, in Tke Tenprjl : 

Ihete bcfonne fporuare gainful i and their /«^0tir 
Dffi^Al&nthcai feiiolF.*' *MALOMt. 

' f «r *fu «jr timttcd/AVtcr.] lint/ftf, for appoioicc^.. 

WAtftUSTOli; 

SOt in Timon : 

»i J for there it boundlefs, ihefc, 

1b limiiii pTofeffiOBt.** i. c. profcffioai to which people arc re- 
gularly and legall/ appotnwd. STEmm. 

• Con the iing 

Flora kence tn-daj ? \ I have fupplied the prepontion — frttn^ 
for the iakc of mcire. So, in a forcnef fccne— Duocan fays, 
• r- — From hence to InVcracft,** kc. Steivfhs. 

• He doci : — ht did af point fo.] Ihc words kt does - are omit* 
ted bv Pope, Tlieobald, Hantner, and Warburton But perhapi 
Shaklpeare dcfigocd Macbeth to (hclter himlcif uudcr aa ioiinediate 
fallhood, tilt « fbdden recoUeOioo of^utlt rcftrained hit confi-' 
^ence, and un^uardcdly'difpofcd htm to qualify bit aCTrnion ; as he 
well knev<; the Knit's journey was cHcaually preveotcd by hit ddaih* 
A &intlar trait bad occurred in a former fcene: 

L. M. And when voet hcnte ? 

M. To-morrow, -as he parpofct.** STtlVBHf* 

• Jrane^e Jcrtrnms of death ; 

And pTOfkecyihf^ with accents lerrthle^ ,^ 
Of dire combujiien^ and confiu'd events^ 
Mew h«uh*d to the w«efiil time, filt 9hftw9 Hr4 
CUm§ur*dlkt thii0ng nt^hl : fomt fay^ the earth 
Was feverens, and didjh»it,^ * Theft liaet| I think, ibould hi 
rather regulated thut : 

Vol. XL 1 
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Macb. ^Twas a rough night. 

LbN. My young remembrauce cauaot parallel 
A fellow to it. 



k prof/htcjing aith acctnti letribie^ 

Of 2iri eomb'ijtion and €onf%s'd tventt,' 
/ftW'Aah h' ,1 10 the woeful t 'mt^ ike ohffure bird 
dimouT'd tKf lii r hne: night, Stmi tki tmiik 

\V'ai Jei irous and dtdjhtit. 

A phrophtcy of an enfut new-katck' d fecrns to Ic a prophecy of zm 
iOtnt pajt* And a pkropktcy r.tW'kaick'd i& u wiy cxprcl&ou. The 
term nW'kmUM it piopeily applicable to a Urd, and that birds 
of ill omen (bould be t$ U* woeful time, ihat is. fliould 

appear in uncomnifln numbers, is very coiifillrni witli ihc rtfl of ibe 
prodigies here mentioned, aad wiih tbe univcrful diforder iolo 
which nature it defer tbcd at thrown by the perpetration of thii hor- 
• lid murder. Johmsom.v 

I think Dr. Johnfon's regulation of ihefe lines ii improper. Prfl- 
pfi'cyt';!^ is wh.U is new-hatch' dy and in the metaphor liolds the 
. place of He tg^. The evtutt are the fruit of fuch batching. 

Sl'EEVBMf. 

I think Steevcttt hat juAly explained thit paflT^ge, bol (hould 
wilh to nid-^prfpke€fingi in the plural. M. Mason. 

Dr. Johnfon obfcrves, iftsi " a piopktcy of an evtni mttt'kaich'd 
fecms i<) be a prophecy of an event paji. Aiul a profkecy ntw-kaUk'd 
is a wiy cxpreiiiuu." i Itc conilructioii iuggeflcd bv Mr. Stccveut 
meets urith the fitft objcdion. Yet the follo«'ing paCage in which 
the fame Imagery^ is found, inclines me to believe that our author 
meant, l! at nru -halch'd (houl i be referred to (veTTts^ though the 
events were yet to come. Allo\«ing t->r his ufual inaccuracy wilh 
Tcfpeii to tbe adive'and padive paiticiple, the events may be f aid 
to be the Aefci and brood of time." See JCta^ Htuty JV, P. II : 
»♦ Tlic which o\)fcrvcd, a man may profke/y. 

With a near aim, of tlie TT,a}n chance of thingt 

As )tl not come to lijei which in their icedt 

And weak bfginniogs He enlicafured. 

Such tkings become ^he k*Uk and brood of /I'mr." 
Here certainly it is the tking ox event, nn<l not x\\k p' cphrcj^ which 
is the katik oi tint i but it tnuA be ackuo .pledged, the woid ht- 
€cut" rufficirntly (Parks the future time, if therefore tbe conflmc- 
tion thai 1 have fuggefted be the true one, katck'd mull be here ofed 
for hatching, or •* in the Jlntf of I t^ng hj:(h'd." — 2*» the WOcfttl 
time, means— to Juit the woeful lime. Maloms. 
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Re-cnUr Macduff. 

Macd. O horror ! horror ! horror ! Tongue^ nor 
heart, 

Cannot conceive/ nor name ihee! 
Macb. Len. What's the laatter ? 

Macd. Confufion now hath' made his mafter* 
piece! 

Mod facrilegious mnrder hath broke ope 

The Lord's anointed temple, and ftole thence 
The life o'the building. 

Macb. What is't you fay? ihc life? 

Len. Mean you his mnj r lly ? 

Maco. Approach the chamber, and dellroy your 
lighi 

With anew Gorgon: — Do not bid me fpeak ; 
3ee, and then fpeak yourfelves. — Awake ! awake ^ 

[Exiunl Macbetb and Lenox* 
Ring the a]arum-bell: — Murder! and treafon ! 
Banquo, and Donalbain ! Malcolm ! awake! 
Shake off this downy fleep. death*s counterfeit* 
And look on death iffelf!: — up, up, and fee 
The great doom's image ! Makoim ! liant^uo ! 



* /•«• fyf^ iht ear Ik 

Wai ftveroiu, and did Jhmii*] , So io CmtUnns t 
*• — — aiif the world 

«• Wai feverpus, aoddi<ltr«ablc»'* STtlviifS*. 

* ii ■ Tongue^ nor l««r/. 

Cannot conceive^ 8cc.] 'The tifc of two nefallvci* tiot to make 
an affirmative, but to deny more ftrongly, it verjT COnimooioOOt 
auttior. So, in Julius Cejar^ Ad 111. Ic. i: 
— — there i» no barm 
*• lAttadcd lo your ^rbn^ a^to m Eomaa ctfc.** 

I a 
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As from your graves rife np, aud walk like fprigVits, 
lo couutcoance this horror ! * ' iBcU au^s. 

fitUer Lady Macbeth. 

Lady M. What's the buiincfs. 

That (uch ahideons trumpet calls to parley 
Ihe ileepers of the houU? ipcak^ fpeak/ — -r— 

Macd. O, gentle lady, 

*Ti s not for yoo to hear what I can fpeak : 
T he repetition, in a woman*8 ear. 
Would murder as it fell.''— — O Banquo! Banqnol 

< ^^tlM k§rT$r!] Here the old copy Mt^Ming lit hell. 

STElVtNS. 

The fubfequent hctniAtch — What's the bufinefiP" — which 
completct the metre of the preccdiag line, without the words 

Ring the bell/' affordi, in my optoioa, a ftrong prefumptive 
proof thai ihefe wotds were only a tnargiml ducdion. It ihould 
be remembered that the fiage diicCtioui were fuicccil) oftea couched 
in iiupci alive termi: Draw a |iuife:'* ^Imj nufick ;** Ring 
the hell ;** kc. In the original copy we have here indeed alfo— 
Bdl rings, ns a marginal dircdion , but thi» uas infcrted, I ima- 
gine, fiom tlie players mifconceiving whi*t Shakfpeaic had in iiuth 
fct down in hit copy at a dramatick diredion to the propert) -man. 
Ring the hell.**) for a part of MacduB*a fpeethi and, to diain- 
guiOi the diredion which they inferted, from the fnppofcd uorda 
. tf the fpcaker, thev departed from the ufual itnpcrative form. 
Ihroughout the whole ol itte preceding fcene we iave couiiaailjr 
an imperative dircAion to the prompur : JCatci within.** ^ 
I fuppofe, it was in conirquence of an iaperfcA. iccoUe£lion of 
this hcmiflich, that Mr, Pope, having in hit preface cliatgcd the 
editors of the hrfl folio with introducing ftage-uircdions into their 
author's teat, in fupport of bit aflertioft qnoieathe folio ^iug line : 

My qveen it morder'd i^^rmg tki httU Mi*** 
a line that is not found in ar.y edition of tbcfe playi thatlbaVO 
tact with, nor, I believe, in any other bonk. Malonc. 

• fp'aiy /ftak,-^] Ihele words, which violate the metre, 

were pioLably added by the playett, who were of opinion thai— 
in the following tine, demanded fiich an inlfodndion. 

aritvBiw. 

f Th rfprfilion, in a tuoman's far, 

Wauid murdtr gi it J(IL\ So, in H»mlttt 
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EntiT Banqpo. 

Oar royal mafter*8 m9rder*d ! 

Lady M. Woe, alas-! 

What, in our houfc?* 

Ban. Too cruel, any where. 

Dear Duff, I pr'ythee, coutradiil thyfelf. 
And fay^ ic i& not £o» 

Rt^MUr Macbeth and Lenox. 

Macb. Had I but died an hour before this chance, 
I had liv'd a blelTed xime;^. for, from this inliaat. 
1 here*s nothing ferioiis in mortality ; 
All is but toys: r en o Wn, andT grace, is dead ; 
The wine of life is drawn» and the mere lees ' 
Is left this vault to brag of. 

** . He would drown iheflage with tears, 

Aad cleave the general car with horrid rpeech.** 
Aftitt, fai Tk9 FnriUm^ i6oy s «• The punlflmvnif that lh»U 
follow you in this word, wottM mtk kiwrtmr iiiUkt ««r Ihonld bc«r 
tbem rel4ied." Malone, 

• H'A/i/, in our hou/e f] This is very fine. Had (he been inno- 
cent, nothing but th« murder iifclf, and not any of itt aggravating 
circumAaoccs, would nator^lly b«v« affedcd her. • Ai it wet, her 
bufiner* was to appear highly difordved at the news. Therefore* 
like one who has her thouchts about her, fhe feeks for an aggra* 
vaiin;^ circumitance, tlui miglit be fuppoXed rooA lo affcd her per- 
foaally, not confidcriitg, that by placing it there, Ihe dtfcovcr«l 
rather a concern for herfelf than for the l^ing. Oo the contrary, 
her bijfViand, who had repemcd the ad, and was now labouring 
under the horrors of a recent murder, in his excUmatioo, givcft all 
the markt of forrow for the fad iifclf. WAaauaTON. 

• Htd I but dUd m At M> iefrrt Hit cAmrr, 

i Ud iip'd s Htfidtimt] So, in Tki Watn^i Tstit 

l-ndone, undone! 

If i might die Mitliin thib hour, I have liv'd 
«• To die when I dcUic." MAiOhK. 

1 5 
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Enter Malcolm and DoNALBAir^. 
Don. What is aniirj, ? 

Macb. You are, and do not know it; 

Tlie fpniig, the head, the fountain of your blood 
Isftopp'd ; the very foiircc of it is ftopp'd. 

M acd. Your royal father's murder'd. 

Mal. O, by whom? 

Lln. Thofe of his chamber, as it feem'd,'^ had 
done*t : 

Their hands and faces were all badg*d with blood/ 
So were'their daggers, which, uowipM, we foand 

Upon their pillows : * 

They Uai\l, andwrre diflra£lcd ; jio lean's lifQ 
Was to be tiuf!ecl ulih them. 

Macb. O, yet I do rcpcut me of my fury. 
That 1 did kiii them. 

Macd. * Wherefore did yon^ fo ? 

• Mac^. Who can be wife, amazed, temperate, and 
furiouf. 

Loyal and neutral, in a moment? Nq man: 
The expedition of my violent lovp " 



* — — bailg'd tviik biooJ^] I once thought that our author wrotf 
hmt^d s bul kaig'i it certainly tight. 
So, is the fccoDd pan of JC. Htnry IV, 

With murder '» crimroa Ud^," MALONS*' 

- t 

' ihir i^gm^ v^cl, unwip*d, wt f&und 

I'pon titir pilhws :] THis idea, perhaps, wai taken froni T^f 
Man ej Lawn Tale, b\ Chaucer, I. 3o77, Mr. Tyrwl)itt'$ edit: 

And in llu bed the blody knit he fond, " 

See tlfo the foicguiug lioet. Stuvbns* 
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Oiu-ran thc'paufcr reafon.-^Here lav Duncan, 

His filver (kin lac'd with liis golden blood ;* 

Aod hi& gaih'd iiabs look'd like a breach in nature, 

fl 

• — ^— — Mere lay Duncan^ 

His (iivciJiiH Uc'U ifi/A iif goldea blood ,*] Mr. Pope has cn« 
• deavoured to ini|>rove one of thefe lines by fubftituting soary hloo4 
for g'>!.lin hl§»d { but it may cafily be admitted thai' he, who could 
on fuch an occafion lalk of Itcin^ the fihfr /kin, w«|iild lace it 
wilb goUtn biaoj. No amcnJmcni can bc mude to this liaCf of 
•which every word is equally faviliy, but bv .« general blot. 

k i% not^ improbable, that Shakfpeare put thefe forced and ttp« 
natural meiapljois inio ilie mouth of Macbtth as a tn..it of ariihce 
autt diffimulaiion, lo fhow i!ic (Jiffciente between tijo Itudicd Un« 
guagC/of hypocrify, and the naturAl outcries of fudclen paflioa. 
Tliit whole fpeech, fo confidcred, !• a remarkable inftance of 
judgcoieot, ai it conCtts entirely of antitbeit^ aisd jnetapber. 

JOHNtiOH. 

To <»7i/ anv ihinu, with hhod is a very common phrafc in ihc old 
plays. So Heywood, in the fcCbnd part ot hi:> ir«n Agt^ i632 : 
«• y..... we have ^It our GreekiOi arms 
" WUk khi'd of our own nalion.**- 
$bakfpeare repeats the image in A. Jofin: 

Tbcir armours (hat march'd bcnce fo Jilvn blight, 
f» Hither return all gili with Frenchaacn'i hifod,** 

STEBVgMft. 

//il filvery-(jn lac'd uith hlf poldc# ! J The allufion is ta 
the decoration of the rithert hahiis worn in the age of Shakfpeare, 
ub<u it was ufual to iact cloih of ^ivtr wiih gotd^ and cloth of 
gold with fUver. The fecood of thefe fafliiont ii meniioncd ia 
Uu€i •do about Nothings Ad lU. fc. iv : «^ Cloth of g<old^^ltU 
with pott." Steevins. 

We meet wtih th^ fame antiibefis hi many Other placet. Xhui^ 
Muck ado about JVotiing: 

^ to fee tbe fifli 
«» Cut with het g<*t^in 'oars the filvtr flream.^* 
Again, in Tit ComtJy ( ( Ei tots : 

" Spread o'er t'lc /?/ vr w.ives t''y c^oiJin haiis." Malone,^ 
The ulluluin i> lo ridiculous on fuch an occafion, lh.il it difcOn 
vers the decUimer not to be aBTeded in the mlnner he would r«o 
prtfent liiml^rlf. The whole fpeech is an unnatural mixture of far- 
feich'd and con mon-pUce thoughts* that ihows him to bc aiEliog a 
part. WarbukiuR. 
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For ruin's wallcful entrance : ' there, ijit- marderers. 
Steeped in the colours of their trade, their dajgcrs 
Unmannerly brccch'd wuii gore : Who could re- 
fraiii, 

f 

' ■ ■ a hreack in a«lv/. 

For ruins wa/ff/ul entrance:] This COOiparifoil OCCUIt likcwifc. 
in A HtTting'i Tafie^ a poem, 1S98: 

*' A baiier'd brtmck where iruopct of wouoUt may fUr in.** 
' . . sxteWEHS. 

* Unmm^nttfy breccl/d wilk ^9'*'] The exprvfllion n ay ne>ti, 
tliat the d.igt<ets were coveted with bloody quite 10 iheii /I'-f-fi, 
i. e their itlU or handles. I tit lower end oi a c^nufin i& i^ilcd, 
tht krttii^ of it ; and it it knowo that both to huck and to unhneck 
i guD arc comnoa tcrmi. So, in Bcauaontand fictchei't Cujtom 

tSi C§u»tijs 

The mato fpring't weakened that holdt op bit Cock, 
»» He- lies 10 be iicwr hreech'd 
4^gaiii, io A Curt for « CudoU^ by Wclifter aad Kowlcy: ' 
UnkrttUMi batrel, and difchacgc hit bliUcu.'** 

SncYtHt. 

Mr. Warton has juflly obfcrved that the word unmannerly i$ here 
Vjfed adverbi;»!ly. So frin.aly i- ulcil for friendltty in A Hir.ry IV, 
t II. and lau.t^ fot Jaulttiji in As you Ilk* if. A pallage iu the pre- 
ceding fccae, io which MarbeibV vifionary dagger it defciibcd, 
aroagljf fopportf Mr. 'Stcevcns't intcrpictaiion « 

• ♦» 1 fee thee Oill; 

** And on lUy bbdc, and duJgton^ [i. e. Hit or A«//J gowtt 
of A/florf, ... 
Which ivai not (V» before.** 
The fnllowing lines in Kit,* Henry VI, P. HI. may pcrhapt^ 
after all« form tl)e bcH comment on t'icfc lootrovcried wordt: 
*" ' *^ And lull aii oii came Edward to my hdc, 
With purple faulchion, pthtti to iht kilt 
In blood of thofc that had encounier'd him.** 
^ alfO.'fa Tkt M'iTicut fi^r Ma^:f!rntt$t "iSSj : 
a naked iWoid he h.id. 
That to the hilis with blood was all cmbnied. '* 
'Tht word «a«i#ai»«rl^ it a^aiil ufed adverbially to JT. Htwj Flllt 

*» If I have us'd myfelf unmannerly, -.** 

So alfo Taylor ihe Wator-puft. H'orij, iG/io, p. 173: Thcfe 
and more the like fuch preity arpcrlioiis, l) *^ otiujil ru'^bilh ol tny 
company hath vcrf libclalty and mMiuanncilj aud iugiatcfully be* 
ftotved upon me.*;. ' ' 
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That had a heart to love, and in that heart 
Courage, to make hift iove known P 

Lady M. Help me hence» ho ! 

Macd. Look to the lady. ^ 

Though fo much hM liMO written on thti paflage, the commea- 
tators >iave forgotten lo account for the attendants of Duncan being 
fuiniihed with daggers. Ihe UA that in Shakfpcarc'i limc a 
dUgstr wM a common weapon, and wal ufuallf carried by feiyanu 
and others, fufpended at their hacks. So, in JiMUf Md Juliit s 
«• Thet) I will li^ the Jtrving tuiUmt'*' drngftr an youc pate*** 
A^aio , ibid : 

*> This da^er luth mifta'co ; for lo ! hit boufe 
It empty on the led of 1d«untague« 
And it miaica^ed in aay daughter*! hofon ! ** 

I^ALOMI. 

The fenfe is, in plain language, Daggett JiUkih — >" a foul manntr% 
wmjhtatk'd uiith klnbd. A JtAthmti it called a piUkty a Itatktr coMt^ 
in Rtmi^t — — but you will aflc, wheuce the allufion to iftukut 
Dr. W^cburtoo and Dr. Johofon have well obrcived, that tbit 
fpeech of Macbeth it very artfully made up of unnatural thoughts 
anil 1 1(1 I'll. I -^e : in t6oS (the vcar in which the play appears to have 
bceo writicn ) a book was publiUied by Peier ErondcU (with com* 
mciidatoiy poemi by Daniel, and other witt of the time,) called 
Tkt FrenA Ger^fra* or a 5«aiia«r D«ju L4thur, contninin^, among 
other malier«, fomc dialogue! of a dramatick caft, which, I am 
peifuaded, our author had read ia the tngliib ; and from which he 
took, ashe fuppofed, for hit prefent purpofe, this quaiot expreflion. 
I will quote Ulfratim from the 6th dialogue: •* Boy! 'you do no- 
thing but play tricki there, go fetch vour mafter's filver-hatched 
djgijer*, you have not brufhcd their kretikfs, bring the bruihes, 
;^nd bru(h them befo e me." — Shakfpcare was deceived by the point- 
ing, and evidently fuppolet lrf«(l#i to be a new and affcAed term 
for fcAhtmrdi. Bot had he been able to have read the French on 
the other pa^e, even as a learner, he muft have been fci right at 
once. »^ Gar^oov vous ne faiic^ que badiner, zWei queiir les 
poignardt argentez de maiftret, vont n*avex pat cfpouflettf Itnr 
ldKr-</«-cA«tt^'ri,'*^their tretLhrs, in the common feufe of the word: 
ar in the nrxt fenience kni'de-ckaujfu, ^9Ciingt, and fo on through 
all the articles of drefs. Farmer. 

• Look to Ihe lady. ] Mr. VVheatley, from whofe ingenious re- 
marks on this play 1 have alteady made a lar^e e>irad, ju<Uy ob- 
fenrct that ^ •« Lady llaebct)i*i fcemiog to ialnty-^wUlt Bm»9«0 
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,Mal. ' Why do we hold our tongues, 

That mofl may claim this argument iur outs? 

Don. What ihould be fpoken here, 
^yhere our fate, hid within an augre-hole, ^ 
May ruft, and feize us? Let's away ; our tears 
V Arc not yet brew'd. 

Mal. Nar our ftrongforrow on' 



•ad Macdttff are folicitoui about her, Macbeth, by hit onconccnii 
betrays a r onfcioufncfs ihat the faiiitin£» i& fcimietl." 

I may add, that a bold and h^^idcaed villain would fiom arc* 
fined policy have nffumcd the apptuftrntt of being aUrmtd about 
ber, left thii very impatation fliould arife againil him: the irrefo# 
lute Macbeth is oet fuAcicotly at tafc to ad fuch a part. 

Maloni, 



here, 



^ krrf '■ur fate, hid withiu an au!;yt-h(^lf The oUieft copy 
reads only — tn an augre-holc. " i Uavc adopted the corrcdioa 
of the fecood folio,— wiliia. 

Mr. Malooc rcadi— 

Hrrr, where our fate, hid in an augre-hole." Stefvens* 

In the old copv the word hue is printed' in the preceding line. 
The tines arc difpolcd fo irregularly in the original edilioo of 
this p1.iy, that the modern editors have been obliged to uke manjr 
liberucs hniilar to mine in the regulation of tlic metre. In thil 
very fpeech the woids our tiars do not make part of the follow- 
ing hi^e, but are printed in that fub^cqucnt to it. ^ I'crtiaps Uow> 
^ver the regulation now offered it uoocccCriry for the word vkert 
may have been ufed by oor author at a dilfyllable.* The editor of 
the fccond folio, to co iiplctc tlie mcafurc, rc^di — u ii'iin an augre* 
bole. A udftl liaving been acfidemallv omiiicd in K Hc.rj V : 
** — Let us die in [ light j," Mr. I hcobuld, with cijual impropiieiy, 
reads there — Let us die injianti** but I believe neither tianfcribcr 
or rompolicor ever omitted l«//a word. Malone. 

More (kilful and accurate compofitors than tliofc emploved ia 
our prefcut rcpublicanon, caanot'calily be found \ and ytrt, i bc- 
.licve, even tk^j %vil| not deny their having occaConally funuflicd 
examples of the oaiCTion of i.u'.j a word. Sicfvems. 

■ - . vtitkin «» augrc>holc, j So, in C9rt«/«attj^ 

•* confin'd 

Into au a^l^rtj k»rt." Steevens. 

I «*^fa._J old copy-^it/OQ. ^mvfHS, 
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The foot of motion. 

Ban. Look to the lady:— 

[Lady Macbeth carried oui^ 
And when we have our naked frailties hid, 
Th^t fuffcr in expofure, ' let us meet, 
And queAioD this moft bloody piece of work. 
To know it further. Fears and fcruplcs (hake as } 
In the great band of God 1 (land ; and, thence, 
Againft the undivuIgM pretence I fight 
Of treafonous malice.' . • " ' 



• And u'ken xt't have our naked frailltes hid, 

tknl Ju^tr in txfojutt^ J i. c. wktn u t kavt elotktd «iir Aalfm 
iftjji hdus^ wiick Ui* t9i4 frmhm^ **t°J*^ 
pciffiblc that in fuch a doucf of wordt, ihe mcaoin^ mighi cfcapo 
the reader. StVevens. 

The porter in his (hort fpeech had obrcrved, that *Mhh plac^ 

[ i. e ihc court, in wl.icli Ratiquo atid the \tii now are.] ii loo 
cold lot hcU." Siccvcn»'s cxpliinaiion ib iikewUe luppoited by 
Ihe foUowiiiK padu^c io rim«ii «/ iihm : 
Call Ihe crcaiurei, 

«• Wliolc T.a':e4 nalvrn live in all the fpight 

*' Of wrcikiul hc.ivtn." Malone. 

• In the ^rtal hanJ of God I Jiand ; anJ^ titnti^ 
Againjl the undivulgd prcicucc I Jighl 

Of ina/anoits wmlUt, ] Pretne* h intention, dcfign, a fenfe in 
which the word is often ufcd b> Shakf^carc. So« in the Wi'iltr'^ 

Tale: " confpiring wiili (-an»il!o lo lake awav ihe life of our 

fovereign loid the kmi;. I'lv toyal bulb^nii, t'>c firtUnc* whcrrof 
^eiag by circumRaiicc pauly laid bpeo." A)i>tni, ia tkis tragedy 
of Huihti: 

♦* Wliat i;ood cniild ihcy putc^dV 
i. e. intend to ilu infclvc*. hani|uo's tnraning is, — in our prcfcnt 
Date of doubt and uncciiainty about this muri'Ci, I hkvc uui uug 
to do but to put nyrclf under the diredion of God ; and relying 
on bis Tupport, I 'lie re derlarc myfclf an eternal enemy to thit irea* 
fon, and to all in JAihir Jffiim that i«v< not jti turn to Ht^^i' 

Si I f vi ss. 

See Vol. IV. p. 327, n. G. — f/an</, as Mr. Upton has obfciv6d« 
!• here ufed for power ^ or ptovidtnce. So, in Ffalin xxii: De« 
)iver my fool Iroiii the iword, my d^riiog fiooi the /•««r fHcb. 
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Macb. And fo do I. 

All. • So all. 

Macb. Lct*s briefly put on manly rcadinefs, 
And meet Tthe hall together. . 

All. Well contented. 

[Exeunt all but Mal. and Don. 

Mal. What will you do ? Let*s not confort with 
them: 

To fliow an unfelt forrow, is an office 

Which the falfe man does eafy : Vi\ to England. , 

Don. To Ireland, I ; oor feparated forunie 
Shad keep us both the fafer: where we artf. 
There's daggers in men's fmiles: the near in blood. 
The nearer bloody. * 

Mal. This murderous fliaft t!iaf s (hot. 

Hath not yet lighted;^ and our fafed way 

from the hand] of the dog.** lo King UmrjV, w« have again tht 
Came eiLprci&on: 

Let uf deliver 

Our pttiflaoce ioio th Um4 $f Gii,** Malonb. 

• tkt nemr h 

fkt ntartr bloody, ] Meaning, that he fufpr^ed Macbeth tO bc 
the murderer; for he was the neaifjt n bled to ihe IWO pliocet, 
bciug the coufiii -gcrman o\ Duncaa. Si&tviNd. 

* This murderous Jhaft that' t Jhoi, 
Hmik net ytt Itgkudi ] The defign to 6x the murder upon fome 
innocent pecfon bat not yet ukeo effied. Johksom. 

Tht Jhaft is n0i ytt lighted, •nd Oeugk it lei d»ne m/aitf ra Iff 

Jtt^ht, wt k*ve rtsfom to appy fiend Jl.U more before it kai Jfmtttl fOf€i 
and Jalli to the jrrnund. Ihe end for which ihc murder was conHBlt* 
ted, i» not yci aitained. The dcaih of the king only, could neither 
infure the crown to Macbeth, oor afccoropUIh any oihcr pinpufe, 
vhile hi$ foot were yet living, who had therefore juft rcafon to 
apprehend ihev (hould be removed by the fame meant. 
Such anoihttf lhouc;hl occurs in HrJJj D .lmtois^ t6u7 : 
** The chain-lhot of ihy lull ti }ft alojl^ * 
•* And it miift aur4tr, *' kc. STUV&Na. 
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Is. to avoid llic aim. Therefore, to horfe; 
And let us not be dainty of leave- taking, 
But {h\h away: Tbere*s warrant in that theft 
Which ilcaUiirdf, when there's no mercy left. 

> 

S G £ N £ IV. 

« 

I Wiikout tke CaJlU. 

* ' £nier RossE, and an oU Man. 

Old M. Threefcore and ten I can remember 
well: 

Within the volume of which time, 'I have feen 
Hottf8 ^Ireadfni* and things Grange; but this fore 
night 

Hath trifled former knowings. 

RossE. ' • Ah, good father, 

Thou fce'fl, the heavens, as troubled with mdn's 

aa. 

Threaten his bloody flagc: by the clock, 'tis day, 
And yet dark night ilrangles the travelling lamp: 
Is it night*s predominance, or the day's fliame^ 
That darknefs does the face of earth intomb,* 
When living light fhonld kifs i^?^ 

* ~ — ■» imrkntft dM iki /met of earH i«l«fil. 

When livin/^ lifil Jhtutd kip it? \ Aficr Che aordlcf of king 
Duffc, (fays Holinftied) ** for the Ipace of fix moneths togither 
there appe^ircd no luanc by day, nor mooac by uighi, la anie pait 
of che rcalme, ^oi Hill was the fty covcicd with cooiiottal clooUi; 
md fometinict fuch oumigcout winds arofc with Ughieoiogi and 
tcmpcfts, that the people were in great fear of pfcfent dcftrudion.** 
-—It ii evidcAl that Shakfpcarc had tbi» pailagc in hii thoughts. 

Maloni, 



Ifl6 
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OldM. *Tl8 QnnatQral, 

Even like the deed thats done. On Tuefday laft, 
A faulcon, towering in her pride ol place,* 
Was by a raoulnig owi' hawk'd at, and kiil'd. 

. RossE. And Duncan's horfes* (a thing moil 
. flrange and certain,) 

Beaoceoas and fwift, the minions of their race, ' 

Turn'd wild in nature, broke their ftalls, flung out, 
Comending 'gainfl obedience, as Lhcy would make 
War with mankind, 

Old M. 'Tis faid, they eat each other./ 

RosSE. They did fo; to the amazement of mine 
eyes. 

That lookM upon^t. Here cbmes the good Mac- 
duflF: — 



See note at the end of the play, with a reference to p. 78. 

^ STEBTENS4 

* ^ in A^r pride of place, J Finely cxprefled, for cenjidinee im 
UtfUlltHf, IVAKtUlTON. 

Ill a place of which flie feemed ^roud i— ia «& elevated fituatioiu 

Malonb. 

' — Ijr moufing 9»i — ] i. e. by an owl that was hunting 
for mlce« is her proper prey. Whallct. 

This is alfo found among the prodijiics conTcqticnt on king 
Duffc's murder: There was a Jp^tk^wk ftrangled by an owl." 

Steevkhs. 



mxnxcvi 0 



f their-TAM,] Theobald reads: 



mmtons oj the race, 
very probably, and very poetically. . JOHNSON* 

Tfrir it probably the true reading, the Ikme expreflfon bcios 
found in Romtni md f^kt, iS6ft, a poem which Shakfpeare had 
certainly read : 

^* There were two ancient Aocks, which Fortune high did 
place 

**' Above the reft, endew^d with wealth, the nobler tf iktit 
ft4»* Malqmi. 
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^ Enter Macduff. 

• - 
Ho^v goes the world, fir, now ? 

Macd. Why, fee you not? 

KossE. Is't known, who did this more than 

bioody deed? 
Macd. Thofc that Macbeth hath (lain. 
RossE. Aias, the dayi 

What good could they pretend ? 
'Macd. ' They were faborn'd: 

^Malcolm, and Donalbain, the king's two fons^ 
Are {loFn away and fled ; which puts upon theni 
Sufpicion of the deed. 

KossE. ^Gainft nature ftill 3 

Thriftlcfs ambition^ that wilt ravin up* 
1 iiiuc own life's means ! — Then 'tis moft like, 

Moft of Ibe prodigies jufl before mentioned are related hy Ho- 

Unlhefi, .TS accOinpan> ine king Duffe s irfjih ; and ii is iu p.nticular 
affcncd, (hat horftt »J Jingular ktautj and Jwijtntjs did tai tht\r o>mu 

f'Jh. STtlVENS. 

«*lVAj^ l^od could tkry pretend? To prtUnd it here to prfpoji l# 
ikcmfciKSy to Jtt I fjori tktm/ihis a»z mo^ir€ ofaAiott. 

< JOHMfON. 

« To prittndi io thii inftance, u io'maaf othen, is finply to 
imttnd, to itjign, STIIVIMS. 

So, hi Goulart'j Hijiorm^ i6oy : ** The carauell arriued fnfe at 
her prtterJdi pott.'" p. SyS. Again, p. 58G : '« As for the Scla- 
iioniatt captaine, he caft liimfelfc ioto the fca, ntcaning to fwimme 
vato the Oiclfcs necw vnto the fort, wheta bee prtimdii to faue 
hinfelfc.** RtTtON. v 

t iUi wilt rMtn a/ — ] The eld copy reads ^wt//. Cer<- 

rcAed by Sir Tbomaa Hanmcc Maloni. 

• Tin Uis m»Jt tUi^ ] To complete the meafare, I fiippofe, wilb 

Sir T. Hanmer, that our n ithor wrote — 

' Wijt ibco it u moii like,—. Stexvems. • 
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The foveretgnty will h\\ upon Macbeih* * 

Macd. He is already damM ; and gotie to Scoile, 

To be iavefted. 

RossE. WhcTC is Diincafi*8 body? 

Macd. Carried to Colmcs- kill ; ' 
The facred florehoule of bis prcdcceffors, 
And guardian ol ibeir boaes. 

Rdsse. Will you to Scone ? 

Maco. No, cottim» 111 to Fife. 

RossE. Well, I wUl thither. 

Macd. Well, may you fee things well done 
there adieu ! 
Left oar old robes fit eaQer than our new! 

RossE. Father, forewelK 

Old M. God^s benifon go with you ; and with 
thofc 

That would make good ol bad, and friends of foes ! 

, [ Exeunt. 

* 

Tit fovtrfii^ntj will fall upon MflcitA. ] Macbeth by hit birth 
ftood nexl in I'te fucceffion lo ilic crown, immedi.itcly after the font 
of Duncan. King Malcolcn, Duncan'^ p'redeccITor, had two dau^h- 
tert, the cldcH of whom wa« the moiber of Duncan, the youugcft, 
th« morlitr of Macbeth. Uihnjktd, STrivtNi. 

' ..^ C§lmtS'iilli ] <or Cplm-kill^ U the fiinoat oac of tht 

iveRern ifles, which Dr Johnfoa vtbted, and defcribcs iu hi$ Tonr. 
Holinthed fcarccly mentions the death of anv ol the ancient kings 
pf Scotland, yiihout taking notice of ibcic bciiiig buried with their 
prcdecefTors in Colme-kitl. SrrFVFNS. 

It is now called IctimkiU* H-iU m the Erie Uoguage figatfies a 

f 
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ACT UL SCENE 1. 

Fores. A Room in the Palaca 

f Enter ^hi{ QUO. 

♦ 

Ban. Thou hall it now, King, Cawdor, Glamis, 
all, 

As the weird women promis'd \ ^ and, I fear, 
Thou play'dfl moll foully for't yet it was laid^ 
It fhould not (land in thy poflerlty ; 
But that myfeif fhould be the root, and father 
Of many kings. If tUere come truth front them^ 
(As upon thfie, Macbeth, their fpeeches ihine,) ^ 
Why, by' the verities on thee madegood, 
' May they not be my oracles a^ well. 
And fet me up in hope ? But. hufli ; no more; 

* ri«ii l«jf }/ Rf Of, iCi'sf, CswdoTt GUmis, «//, \, 
Atiktuftird w9utB promis'd;] Here we have another paffage, 

that might lead u$ to fuppofe that the tbaaefhip of Glamis dcfceMd. 
cd to Macbetii rubfcqaeni to his meeting the weird (iilcis, ihoUgh 
that cveat had certainly taken place before. See p. 40. 

Maloni* 

* {Js uptn Aw, MWelf/l, Urir Jpacka fliiiuii)^ ] ^im, for 

profper. Waibukton. 

SUtUt tor appear with all the lujlu of <ea/jkicv«ai troth. 

Johnson. 

I rather incline to Dr. Warburion'i interptetation. So, in K4 
Hinrj VI, P. I. fc. ii : 

Hcaveot and oar ladf gracioost hath it pleafed 
f o ylia« on my coBUnptiblc eilate/* SnBVSNS. 

Vol, XL . ' f K 
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« 

Scvct fo?n{U(i, "Ehtfr MACBriH, ns King; Lady 
M.Ar.BEiH. rtJ Qjicn; LtMo;^, KossE, LorcU^ 
Jt,adies and AUcnUanis, 

Macs. Hcrfs's our chief gueft. 

Lady M. If be bad been forgottea, 

It bad been as a gap in our great feaft, 
And anything unbecoming. 

Macb. lo-iiight we hold a folemn fuppcr, fir, 
And Til rcquell )uur piclcuce." 

Ban. let your hiohncfs 

Commaud upon me;^ to the which, my duties 

' And ril re^uejl fotir prt/nef.] I cannot help filfpcdi&g thift 
pafiiagc to be corrtipt, and would wiih U» rcHd : 
And I icqueii your prcfciice. 

Macbeth is fpeaking of the prefeat, not of aojr future, time. Sir 

W. D*Avenatil read*: 

And all rcquell your prefcncc. 
Ihc iaine tiiiliake hat happened in iC. Ricksrd IIJ. Ad 1. fc. iii. 
vhere we find in the folio^ 

O Buckingham, kifs thy princely band,^** 
iiiflcad of — / kifs — ilic reading of ihc qvi.nio. 

la Itnom of Atktiti ihc lame criouc u fouud more than oucc. 

Malonc. 

Tfae old reading is, I bc1ievc« the true one. So, in Kingjftims 
rti tell thee, Hubert, half my power** &c. 

STCBVgHf. 

' Let your kifh^i'd 

Command upon fTir ;] Thus tlic old copy, and pcrliaps rigluly, 
though modcru ediioib > uvc been coulcnt lo read — Lay vour high* 
nefs &c. Every nocouth phrafe in an ancient aotbor, flioatd not 
^e fufpcfled of corruption. 

In As jicu like it an cxpreffion fomewhat Cmilar oecnn: 
Aod uke vpoH eommind what help we have/* 

Srr EvrNS. 

The change was fuggcAcd by^ir W. Davcnaui's allcTatioa of 
CM* play: it was made by Mr.4towc. Malomz. 



» 
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Are with a mod iucliiiolublc tic 
ioT ever knir." ' 

Macb. Ride you ibis aiieiaoon? 

Ban. Ay. my good lord. 

Macb. We fliouid have elfe defir'd your good 
advice 

(Which (lillliaih been both grave and profperous,) 
111 this dav*s council but wc*il tak^ to-morrow.' 
Is^t far you ride? 



* Ip the a'AfVi, my duties ' . 

■ Ate Willi a mo it iudijj^oiuliic tU ^ 

For tvtr koit.l -So. in oaraathnr** Dedication of hfi Ript of 

LntfC't^ to Loid Souihaaiptuu, What I have done it 

yonti, being paft in jU I have dcv.»ied youts in\ worth 

greater, iny duly would Iho-^ gxa^crj meaa liine ai ii i>, it ia 
kound lu your lordlhip " NtALOse. 

• -.^^wt'U take *tt'm§rrow. ] Thot the old copy, And, io my 
opinion, Hghdy. Mr. MaloiM would read-*. 
We'll taik to-morrow. Stuvems. 

! propofcd this cncndaiion forue lime aco, and having fince met 
viilt two other paU.i^c» lu vliich the lame millikc bat happened, I 
troft I fliall be paidoved (or t;iviug it a place in nf text. In King 
Htmry V. edit. J^sS, we iind, 

*" For I can /aU, ;ta!lcc'j for Plrtol'i cock is up." 
Ac.Tin, in The Tuo (itntUmen oj F<fr««, iGi3, p. 3i: '* Ft ii 
no uiiiicr tor thai, fo (he ilccp not ia her i»U," [iaftcad of 
ti e old fpclliug of to/I.} On the o titer hand, in tbe fitftCctne of 
Ummitt^ we iind in the folio. i623 t 

i» then no planci Itfiket* ' 

*' \o faiiy tui^fs 

So again, in the play befoie'ui: 

Tbe interim having wcigh'd it, Ictns ^r^U 

»' Our fiee hcaris och to OthcC*** 
Again, Macbeth fays to his wile, ' \ 

♦•^We will JptM* forther.** 
Again, in a fabfeqoent fcenc between Macbeth and tbe aflaffint t 

" Was it not ycUerJa\ ue fpoke together?'* 

la Otkttlt we have alinoU the lame fenle, expreflfed in Other WOldlt 

'To-m9i'Oxt^ with the eailiclL 
. . ... „ ' f 



- Lti m Uve Jptttk with jreii.* 

K a 
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Ban. As far, my lord, as will fill op the time 
TTwixt this and iuppcr: go not ray horfe the 
better,' 

Had Shakfpearc written take^ he would furcly have faid — «» but 
we'll ukc'/ lo- morrow." So, ia the ttrll fcene ot the fecond ad 
Fleant^c lays lo hi& laiher : ''I lakc'i, 'lis later, fir." .Malone. 

1 do not perceive the necc(&ty of change. The poel*t inetnin|^ 
could oot be milundc'rftood. His end was anfwered, if his language 
was iotelligiblc to hit audience. He lititc fuppofcd a I'lmc would 
arrive, when his words were to abide the Uridctl Icrutiay ol verbal 
criiicilm. With the eafc ot coaveifatiou, thetcforc, he copied iu 
iocorrcAncfs. To ii to uft^ to tmplty. To tmki time, U & 
connOtt pbrafe ; and wbcrc is the impropriety of faying — ^'vre*U 
iait to-morrow i. e. we will makr ijr of lo-morrow. Banquo, 

without a prompter," muii have uodcrltood, by this familiar 
cxpteflion, thatMaebtlh would employ to-morrow, at he wiflied to 
bave employed to»daf. 

When Pillol liys — " I can iakr" — lie mcan^, he can kimlle, or 
lay hold, as hrc docs oa it« objcd. — So Diydcu, fpcaluag of 
flames-^ . 
At fitft tbey warm, then fcorch, and then thef tmh** 

That the words tmli and fait may occ^ifionally have been printed 
for each other, is a fjci which no man convcrfani with the prcfs 
will deny ; and yet tUc bate poUibility of h hmilar mifiake in the 
prefent inftaore, ongbt to have little weight to oppuiitioa to an 
old reading fuHtcieaity intelligible. 

the word tait is employed in quite n clilicreni fcnfc by FIcanre, 
and means to uudtrfiand ah anj pai titular Jtvjt or tnanntr. So, 
Bacon : I Uk* if, that iron braCi, called white brala, hatli fome 
Bixture of tin.'* STtivms.* 

^ §0 not my korje tit better,] i. c. if he does noL go well* 

Shakrpeare often ufcs the <4w^armHp§ for the pojttiv and JtLpirhtiwSm 
So, in K. LtM : 

~>->her fmiln and ttan 
»* Were like 9,hUir day.** * 
Agjain, in Macbci : 

it haih cow'd my hitttr part Of nun." 

Again, in King John : 

Nay, but malte hafte $ the htttsr foot before." 
Again, in P. Holland's tranQaticn of Pliny & Nat. HiJ. D. TX. 
c. xlvi: ♦» — Many aic cauc;lit out of their (ellowes hands, if they 
bcdirre not tberafclves the Itttfr," It may, however, mean,' If 
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I muft become a borrower of the night, . 
Yor a dark hour, or twain. 

Macb. Fail not our fcafl. 

Ban. My lord, I will not. ' 

Macb. We hear, our bloody couhns w be<- 
ftow'd 

In England, and in Ireland; not confefliog 
Their cruel parricide, filHng their hearers 
With firange invention : Bot of that to-morrow} 
When, therewithal, we fhall have caufe of fiate. 
Craving us jointly. Hieyou to horfe: Adieu, 
T'lW yon return at night. Goes Fleance with you? 
^ Ban. Ay, my good lord: our time docs call 
upon us. 

M^CB, 1 wiih your hoifes fwift, and fur^ of 

foot ; 

' And fo I do commend you to their backs.* 
, Farewell.— ^ [£xiA jbAN^ipo^ 

Let every man be mafter of bis time ^ 



mf lioffe doei not go the better for. Ac k«it I fliall Ve in to avoid 
the ai^bt. Stsbvems. 

Nfr. SteevcDs's firA interpretation is, I believe, the true one. It 
is fupported by tlit following paflacjc in Stowc'i Survey of London,, 
i6o3 : — —and hcc that hit it not full, if he rid not tkt Jajier^ 
liad m found blow in bit aeck, with n bag full ol Ikod hanged on 
the other end.** Malone. 

* And J9 I i9 commend ytn i» ihnr Tn oU hnguage ono 

of the lenfcs of tn commend wai to c««miV, «od fucb ii the meaning 
heie. So, in E. Richatd i/.* 

Apd now he doth tcmmnd hit aims to roft.** * WiAUUM* 

Cmnend^ however, in the prefect ioflance, .may only be H 

civil term, fignifying— /rnrf. Thus in Khg Btnry VIll : ** The- 
king's roajelly cor\r\rr.cs his goo<l opinion to vou." AVIiat M3cbetl\ 
thcTcfore, alter exprclhng his fiicudly wiih relative lo tiicir borfci^ 
appears to mean^^ ik-r-lQ i /<aJ (or difn^ifs) ^ou to mount them* 

• • Steev«h«^ 



\ 
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TxW feven at night ; tp make fociety 
1 he fvveetcr wcUome we will keep ourfelf 
Till lumper-time aione: while then, God be with 
you. ^ 

[ExfuhC Lnf^y Macbeth, Lords^ Ladifs^ il^c. 
Sirrah, a word : Aticuci it.tjle men tuir pltalurc? 
AilEN. i hey arc, my ioid» wiihoui iiae paiacc 
gate. 

' Macb. Hring thera before US Attcn.] 

'\ Q be thus, is nothing; 
But to be lafely thu6:~Our fear» in fianquo 
Stick deep ; and in bi& royalty of nature 
Kcigns that, which would be fear*d : *iis mnch he 
>^ dares ; 

And. to^ that dauntlcfs temper of his mind. 

He haih a wifdom tliai doth guide hib vaiour 

To a(^l in fafety. There is none, but he, 

Whole being 1 do fear : and. under him, 

My genius rebuk'd ; as, it is laid, 

Mark Antony's was by Cselar.** He chid (he fiders^ 

* flmii, mw§ri» fcc] Tbe old copy reads— 

Siirah, a word wi<A |ok .• Attend thoCe men our pleafarc ? 

The wotds I have omitted are ct-rt li i!\ fpuriout The metro 
it injured by them, and the fcnfc it complcic without them. 

Sr»tvtNS. 

' . ■ ■!» — i. e. in addition to. See p. is, n. S. 

Stezvems. 

* gfvivs h Tfhvk't! ; it'ii faid, 

Mark vniou) & ua* by C«(ar.J For the hke oT Tntue, the 
prtentmn—'ii^rk ^whieh probably was an inicrpolauou) mi^ht fafe* 
ly be ooiiiicd. $tbcvbn». . 

T;.oii^li I would not often aflume the cr'tirVV privUcge of br'ng 
cotiiuieiu whcte* rertatntv onnnt be nboincd, nor iiu<ul^e niviclf 
loo far in departing Uom the ellablilhcd reading ; yet I cannoi but 
propofe the rcjeAioo of thi» paflagc, which I believe was an infer* 
lion ol fonie plavei. tln>i, havii g fo much leamino a* to liifrover 
to wliat Shnkfptate alluded, w.n not \villi»>g tM.u h\% aviHirocc 
ihould be Icfs ki.ou'ing than liiniftU, and ha» ilictctotc weakened 
the author's fenfe, by the iotrirlion of a remote and ufclefs itnage 
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• ■ 

When firfl tliey put ihc. name of Kingupnn me. 
And bade thtm l[>cak to him ; then, prophet-iikc, 
I hcy liail'd liim laclicr to a line of kiu^is : 
Upon my head ihcy plac'd a fruitlcfs ciowu, 
And put a barren (ccpcer in my gripe. 
Thence to be wrenchM with an uniincal hand. 
No fon of mine (uccecdingj. If it be io, • 
For Banquo^s iiTue have 1 fifd my mind ; 

into 2 fpeech bvrftiQg from a man whollv pofTin»*d wiih hit own 
prefcnt concHiion, and ihereforc not at leifuic tr» cxpl.iiii Ms own 
ailutjons to himfelf. it thcfe wordt aie liken away, b) wbicli not 
ontjr the thought but the Humbert arc injured, the lines of Sbak* 
fpea^rc clufc together whhout any trace* of a breach. 
iMr i^rnius is rebuk'J. He chid (hr f^'hts 
This nuie was written before i was fullv ac<]uajntecl will) Shak- 
fpeaie*! manner, and 1 do not now think it of much weight: for 
though the words which I was once willing to cjcd. Teem inter- 
pointed, I believe they may ftill be genuine, and added by the an- 
ihor in his rcviGon. Mr. Htaih c.mnot admit ihc Tne.ifiire to be 
faulty. There is onlv one foot, he fays, put lor anotiicr. Ihit 
it one of the cfledt of Iheratnre in mintit not naturallv pe«fpicacioat. 
Every boy or girl finds the metre imperfeA, but the pedant comet 
to its dcfcnc*" with a tribr.Khvs or nn anapxft, an<! frts it right at 
once by applying to one lanj^uagc tlic rulc» of auoiher. If wc m^jr 
be allowed to chao^o f«et, tike the old comk wrttcn. It wif^ not 
be eafy to write a line not metrical. To hinr this once ti fuHiciem. 

Johnson. 

Our nuthor having alluded fn thi<; circumOnncc in .hitnny and 
Clto^atruf there it no reafon to fniped any interpolation here : 
Thcitfore, O Antony, ftay not by hit fide : 
*• Thy demon, tbat*t ihy fpirii which keeps thee, it 

** Nolde, c(»tiriccoin, bi^h, vinmaich.di' c. 
*' W'licrc C;rf.ir s is not ; bvit nrnr kim ihy anjrtl 
becomts a fear, as teing o'etpou er' d." M.m.one. 

* Far BaiifH0*< i^Kf kmvt I fil'd mj mind }] We ftiouUl read : 
" ■ ■ *61ed mind ; 
i. e. defiled. WA«Rt>RroN. 

Tliis mark of coiitradion it not occeflary. To is in ibe 

Bilhop^' I'ihlf. JoiiNvoN. _ , 

^So, in Tie Rfv/nf^'-T s Tra^^fdj, tGoS : 

•* He cjH'd his iatiicr villain, aud me ftrumpet, 
A name I do abhor to ji£r my lipt with. " 
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For them the gracious Duncatr have I marderM ; 
Put rancours in the vefTel of my peace 
Only for them ; and mine eternal jewel 

Given to the common enemy of man,^ 
1o make them kings, the feed of Banquo kings!' 
Rather than lo, come, fate, into the lilt. 
And champion me to the utteran(:cl^ ■ Who^ 
there ?— 



A^ain, in Tke Miferies of inforcd Marriaire, 1607 : lik^f 

fniokc tUrough a cininney that ^iet all the way it goes.*' Agaiti, 
in SpenfcT'i faerj Qjieen^ B. III. c. i : * 

^* She lightly lept out of her JUtd bed.** STtiVEiit. 

^ ..L. lit t«Hi««ii enmf §f a««, ] It it atwajm » entertainment 
tp an in(]uifilive icndcr, 10 tr.irc a fcntimcnt to its original lource J 
and llicreforCt though the term tnem} of mariy applied to the devil. 
Si in iifcif natural and obvious, yet fome may be pleafed with being 
Informed, ihst Shakfpcarc probably borrowed it from the firft lines 
of 7 hf Df ':r: fli'^n of Trf?, a book uhich he is known to have read. 
This cxpidhon, however, he might have had in manjr Other placet* 
The word Jitn/i figniiici enemy. Johnson. 

ShakCpcaic repeats thit phrafe in Tv>tljlh Nighty A& III. fc. iv: 
_ Defy the devil : cQofider, he's an tnmj it MumiiMd. '* 

STEtVENf, 

ikf feed of Banquo ktngi ! ] I'he old topy icadft'— fecdf* 

Cpnedtd by Mr. I'opc. Malune, 

• fosir, Jaie^ into tht lij^ 

^ And'ckmrnfiom m* to tkt witirwtl] This paflage wilt be bell 

explained by trariilating it into ihe language from whence the onlj 
word ol didiculty in ii is horiowed. ijjtr la drjiinet ft rtndt en lict^ 
& qucUt me donne un defi a 1 omrance. A challenge, or a combat 
« i'«K/ra«c/, to extiemitj^ was a fixed term in the law of arms, ufed 
when the corabaunlt engagad with an tdinm taternfctaaai, «ii ra/M* 
lien Hdefitoj tack other, in oppohiion to trinU of fkill at feftivalt, 
or on other occafions, wherr ihc conteft was only for reputation 
or a piize. The fenfe therefore is : Lti Jaie^. iktt has joii'doomd 
tk« tKMlUlivm »J tkt /raj §f Btnquo, tnttr ikt lijs againfi mt , wiM 
ikt'mtmrjl animofitj^ in dejtnce of its own dttrets^ mkitk I will tmd*^ 
Vfitr ta invalidities tuksttver is tkt dsngtr. JoHnson. 

We meet v ith the fame exprcffion in Gawin Doi|^lai*t iranflatioi^ 
of Vitgil^ p. 33 1, 49: 

That war not pot by Greikii to mti»M€i** 
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. ISe-fn^^r Attendant, with two Mnrderers* 

• 

Now to the door^ and flay there tiH we call.* 

[Exit Attendant, 
Was it not yeflerday we fpoke together? 

1. MuR. It was, To plcafe your highnefs. 

Macb. Well then, now 

Have you confider'd of my fpeeches ? Know, 
That it was he, in the times pafl, which held yoi| 
So under fortune ; which, you thought, had beei| 
Our innocent felf: this I made good to you 
In our laft conference ; pafsM in probation vfitb 

you, 

How you were borne in hand ; * how crobM ; th« 

inrtruoicnts ; 

Again, in Th Hiji'^ry of Grmmd dm^wt snd U hi futflUt &c, 
by Siephcu llaucs, i355: 

That fo many roonftert put to utiffincf.'* 
Aeain, and more appofitely, in the 14th book of Goldilig*| 
Uanllatiou of (hul's Mrtamorpliofn: 

To both the panics as ihe leneth from batlell for to reft, 
Aud not 10 fight ft mlUrmneeJ^* 
Sbakfpcare ufcs it agwin in CjmkeUnt^ Aft III. fc. i. 

Jif 9w t9 Um Jiftf 0Mi Jgf Utrt iiU wt (•//.] The old copf 
feids — 

Novf go to the door Ice;" 
but ior the fskc of verliHcation I fuppofe the word ^o, which ii 
uflidctftood, may fafely be onitlcd. Tbiu in the laft fcene of iho 
foiegoing »6t: 

Mill you io Scorn ? 
JVtf ctfii/«, I II to Fife, 
In both thefe iuftanccs go is mentally infertcd. STBBTiMf* 

* ft^ii in pTobatioD with you, 
Utw y»u WIT* boinc in hand, 1 The words — wt7l fo^^ | 
regard at an interpolation, ^d conceive the paflfage to have be^n 
9ngiaallyjgiven thnt: 
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Who wrought with them ; and all things clfe, that 

might. 

To half a {(.til, and lo a notion craz'd. 
Say, i iius did Bauquo. 

I. Ml'r. You made it known to us* 

Macb. 1 did To ; and went further* which is now 
^Oor point offecond meeting. Do you find 
Your patience To predominant in your nature, 
lliat you can let this go ? Are you fo gofpeird,*^ 
To ptay for this good man, and for his iflue, 

fn our laft conference ; |>aft*d in probation lioir 

*' You wrrp Ijnriic i»> hand: how rioUM;" ^c. 
Paji'd in pTi'hutioH is, I believe, Only a bulky pkra£c employed lo 
figllify — pTOrtd. STkEVFNN 

The nejoing may be, paft in proving to yoa, bow you were,** 
Ice. So, an OtkiUtf 

I fo p'ove it, 

Ihai liic piohntiOH bear no hinge or loop 
To hang a loubc on." 
Perhapa after the words with you," there (liould bc a comma 
r.Tthei ihan .1 fcmicolon. 'I 'le conflru/iioii, however, rni\ be 
diScrrnt. * \ h\^ 1 made good to you in our lafi conference, 
pad Sec. I made good to you, how you were borne," 8cc. lo 
t« kuni U, to delude by encouraging hope aod holding out 
fair profpeAs, without any intention of performance. Malone* 

So, in Rm-AlUy^ or Merry Trieh^ t6ii : 

Vet I will hfar a do/.en men in AmJ, 
A'.d make them all my gulls." 
»» See Vol. VI. p. 38, n. 6. SiEfVENf. 

* — Art you. Jo f^ojptli'ds] Aep vou of that degree of precife 
virtue? Gt/ptiltr wac a name of contempt uiveo by the Paptfta to 
the Loliarda, the puritaus of early' dmes» aod the prccuifota of 
pretejiMHti/m. Johnson. 

So, in the Vforalitv called Lujly Juvenln$^ i56t: 

•* What, is )n\tiiM< licr'>;ne fo tailke 
*' To be a ncwc filer ? " 

Again : 

' And \-et ye are a preat g^'JptHtr in ihe month.** • 

I believe, ho vcver, that n^f^fjull'd mearn no more man kept in 
obedience to that p <-c- pt of tlic gofpcl which teaches us ** to praj 
pr tijjk timt de/fit(Juliji ujc w. " SiEEVCN». ' 
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Whofc heavy hand hatli bow d you to the grave, 
And bcg^af'd yours lor ever? 

I. Ml r. V\ e 9re men, my liege. ^ 

M \CB. Ay. in the catalogi^e ye go U^v men; 
As hounris»and greyhounds, mungrcls,ipaniel8«curs, 
Sboughs/ water-rugs and deini-%folves, are cleped • 
All by the uame of dogs: the« valued file' 

. * Wt »re «icn, wif Ueg;* ] That It, we have- the faaie feelings at 
the rcH of maakiad, and, as mrs, arr not wriijhQtit a munlj tifent-m 
m'-^t for ihe wrongs which we liave fuffered, and which you bavo 

now icLiicd. 

1 Qiould not have thought fo pUiu a paflage wanted an cxpU« 
natioM, if it ha l not bceo midaken by Dr.' Grey, who fays, they 

don't ai'lu'C' in the name of Cirijiant, but as m/fn, whofc huminitv 
would hinder ihcm From doing a barbarous dd." This i»Uc iuicr* 
preiatioo he has endeavoured to fuppoit by tlie welUknowo Ihie o€ 
Terence : 

»' Homo film, htimnni nihil .a me nlicnum puto." 
Thar amiable feniimcnt does not appear vcrv fuii.iblc to a cult 
throat.— — rhcy urge their tnauhood, in niy opinion, in order to 
Ihow Macbeth their willingners,* not their avcrfioo, to execute his 
orders. Mai-OVB, 

• SloH^Ai, ] Shoug^hs arc probahly what we now call Jhocis, demi- 
wolvr*,, lyc'tfi r ; dot;* bred between wolves and dot;*. Johnson. 

This fpccics.of dogs is mentioned in Nafti's Lrnttn Stuffcy kc, 
t5(jg: — a trundte*tail, tike or Jhougi or two." Stf|^vins. 

7 tke valued file — > | In this fpecch the word ^(e occurs 

twice, end fecms in both places to have a meaning diffeient from 

its ptcfc'it ufe TfiC e\picllif)n, valued fite, eviilctiilv means, a 
lift or cai->loi('ie of v.ilue. A ftaiion in the ^h, and unt in the 
woift rank, mav mean, a place in the lift of manhood, and oat in 
the lo^vcit place. Bat ft* feems rather to mean, in this plsKe, a 
polt of honour; the Hrft lank, iu oppofition to the laft; a meaning 
which I have not obfefved in anv otiicr place. JohnsON. 

Th Tainrii ft'f is the hie or lift where the value and peculiar 
quahiiis of every thing i» Cci down, in contrad>ftindiun to what he 
immediately mentions, tk* hill Iktt wtita th«tn till aHh. Fih, in 
the fccond inftance, is ufcd in the lame fcnfe as iu iliif, ami with 

a reference to it. jVow ij jou h'long to any ctafs that dtfcrvf$ a 

fiact in tkt valufd Hie oJ man, and ait not of the lourjt lank^ tkt 
€9mm9n kifd oJ maniind, tkst trg U9t wtrtk dijiinguyhing Jrom tmtk 
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Diftinguifties the fwift, the flow, the fubtlc, 
The houlc-keepcr, the hunter, every pnc 
According to the gift which bounteous nature 
Hath ill him closM; whereby he does receive 
Particular addition, from the bill 
That writes them all alike: and fo of men. 
Now, if you have a ftation in the file, 
And not' in the word rank of manhood, fay it i 
And I will put that bufinefs in your bofoms, ^ 
Whofe execution takes yonr enemy off; 
Grapples you to the heart and love of 'us, 
Who wear our health but fickly in his life, 
WhiLU in his death were perfect. 

2. MuR. I am one. my liege, 

Whom the vile blows and butfcts of the worl4 
Have fo incens'd, that I ana rccklefs what 
I do, to fpiie the world. 

1. MuH. And I another. 

So weary with difafiers, tugg*d with fortune,* 

; fUi and UJ arc fynonymoui, at ia the iaft ad of this play: 

«* I have a Jili 

*• df all the geniry. 
A(;ain, ia Hcywood's dedicftioa to tite fecond part of his Iron 

A^f, i632: '» to number you in tlie f.U and //? of niy bcft 

(lad choiccd well-wilhers. " This cxpreflioa occurs tnpre thau ouc^ 
ia n« Begi^ari Bujh of BeauQoiit and Fletcher : , 
** ■ all ways wouliy, 
" As elfc ill any Jtle of matikinH." 
Shakfpcarc likewife has il in M(aj%rc Jot Mtajure: " The greater 
Jitt of the fubjed held the duke to be wife. " la ihott, the valued 
^ ii the caialogoe witb prices aoncxed to iu** Stb&vims. 

• And not ] iai wai fupplied h/ Mf. Rove for the fake of 

metre. STr.tvrNs. 

* So lueaty wilh difalters, lugg'd wil^ Joriunt ^ ] We fee the 
fpcaker meant to fay,* that he it weary with ftruggling witb 'adverfe 
fortttOe. But this reading cxpreflTes but hatf the idea; tftt. of a 
man tugg*d and haled by fortune wiihoiU making iciiftanCC* To 
|ivc the complea; thought, we ihould read : 

^9 wturj with di^Aftroi^ tug» wiik Jortune, 
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Thtit I ivould fct my life on any chancei 

To mend it, or be rid on't. 

Macb. ' Both of you 

Know, Banquo was yoar enemy. 

2. MuH. True, my lord. 

Macb. So is he mine : and in inch bloody dif^*, 
tance, ^ 

That every mtniue of his being ihrufts 
Againil my nearii of life : And though I could 
With bai'c-fac*d power fweep him from my fight. 
And bid my will avouch it; yet 1 mull not. 
For certain friends ^ that are both his and mine. 

ThU is well exprcfTed, and ;tve» tilt rtafoa of hit being wcarjr^ 
becaure fortune always hitherto got the better. And that Sbak* 
fp care knew how to exprefs thil thoughtf we have an iaaaace ki 

Tkt Winttr s Tate: 

" Let mijelf mnd Jortune 

Tng for the time to coine.*^ 
Bcfidcs, to ht iugg*d with firlwit is fcaree IngtiOi. 

WARBCRtON. 

Tugg^d^wUh Joriune may be, tug^'d or worried by fortune. 

JOHNIOl^. 

I have left the foregoing note as aa evidence of Dr. Warburton*a 

propt-nniv to ncedlefs altcraiions. 

Mr. .M..loiie very \ui\iy obfcrvcs that the old reading is coiiftrm- 
ed by the following paffage in an EpilUe to Lord Sootbattpion, 
8. Daniel, i6o3: 

► He who hAth never warr'd with mifery, 
" Nor ever tu^g'd with fortune and drftrcfs. '* StbeVEMI. 
' in Jack bloody diAaucc, ] Di/tancty for eumity. 

WAMtfaTOW. 

Bjf Uttdf dijMU it here meant, fach a diflatnce as mortal ene- 
mies would [{»nd at from each other, when their quirrel mutt be 
determined by the fword. This fcnfe iecms evident from the 
continoation of the metaphor, where tverj aiiaslr $f kU hUg ia 
reprel'ented at tktnftiMf mt Utt mmrtji pwl wUri rfdu* 

* For certain Jntndi — ] for^ in the prefent iniUncci fignifiti 
itcttujt oj. So, in £ario/eaai: 

— Speak, good Cominiut, 

Leave Aothing ontjt length.** Stisvsm** 
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NVhofe loves I may not drop, bot wall bts fall 

Whom 1 myfelf flriick down : and thence it is, 
1 hat 1 tu vuiii aiirlunce do iiiaKC love ; • 
Malking ihe buliiielb Iruin the cuiuiuuu eye, 
yoT lundry weighty rcalona. 

2. iVJuR. We fliall, my lord. 

Perform what yon command us. 

1 . MoR. Though our lives ■ > 

Macb. Your fpirits ihuie through you. Withia 
this hour, at mod,'^ 
I will advife you where to plant yourfelves. 
Acquaint you with the perfc6l l^ y o'tbe time, 
The moment on*t;^ fort mu(l be done to-uight, 

* ~^«f '«0jr,] Thefe wordf have no other effeA ih«n to Tpoil 
the metre, and may thcrcTorc be excluded a,i aa evident interpola- 
tion. Stelvens. 

' Acquaint jou uifk ihe pcvfcd fpy o'llic liitie, 
Jkf raoincut on'ti] \Vl>at is iDcaiii by ihc Jpj oj the limty it 
will he found dtfBcult to explain i and therefore feufe will be cheap* 
ly gained bv a flight alteration. — Macbcili i$ aflTuiing the adaflias 
tiut ibev (lull not want dircdions to fand Bauquo,and therefore fays : 

/ U'l// 

A€qy«int you vilh • perfefi fpy o'tkt tine^ 
Accordingly a thitd murderer joins them afterwards at the place 

of afl'on. 

tttjtti i* u'fU injlrufifd^ or veil n-frinnei, as in this play: 
*' 1 bough ill your ftalc ot iiotiDur 1 aai pnjtd.** 
diough I am mcftMintid with yoor quality and rank. 

Johnson. 

Ui pitfia Jfp, t*Ue li«r, ] i. e. the critical junaure. 

WAIHrRTOK. 

How the cnticnl ju^ffufe is the /r» o'the 'iiau^ I know not, hot I 
tliirkk uiy own tunjca^uc riglil. Johnson. 

I laibcr believe we fliould read thus : 

Ae^mi f»m »Uk tkt per ftd fpot, the /t»i, 

TU moment TyrvvH^itt. 

I believe that the uord witk, has here the force of by; in which 
fenfc Shjiklpeare trequm.ly uics it; and iha the u»cni.ine oi the 
pallage is itiis: 1 let you know by the pcrioii bcii inloroied, 
of the exaift momeat in which th« bufinef^ is to be doat.** And 
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And fometLing from the palace : ^ always thought, 
1 hat i require a dearnei's:^ Aud uith him, 

accordingly we find in llie next frene, tliat ihefe two murderers an 
joined \>\ a liiird, as Jolinfon l as oLlervcil. — In liis leUcr to Mj 
-wife, Macbctti fays, 1 tiitve hcatii by Uic ftrjtdcfi report, that 
they have more thaa niorul kaowUd|e.*'~An<l in ibit Ircry fccne, 
we find the word uitk ufed 10 exprcfs bj^ where the nurderer fayi 
be il ** tugg'd xvith fotiunc," M. Mason. 

The mer.ninc;, I 1! in!, is, 1 will ar(]uaint you with the time wTicii 
you may It^ok out lor H uiqiio s coming, with the moil /'rr/rfif ailur- 
ance uf not being difappoiuicd ; and not only with the iiwit in general 
SDoft proper for lying in Wait for hioif but with Ibe very mmtnt 
' when >ott majr exped him. Malone. 

I explain the paflagc ibut, and think it need* no reformation, but 
that of a iiogic point. 

VNiihin this hour at moQ, 

1 will advife you where to plant yourfelvei. 

Here I place a full flop ; as no further infirudions could be given 
by Macbeth, the hour of Uau(] no's return being quite uncerLiin. 

Macbeth therefore adds Accjuaini ' &:c. i. e. in ancient 

language, acquaint jourjthit** with the exad time moft favour- 
able 10 your purpofet ; for Aich a moment muQ be fpird out by 
you. be fcledted by > our own attention and fcrupulous obfcrvatloo. 
— Tou IS uii<4raa:matically employed, iuAead oH jourjtiva g at Atn 
it for kimjtlj, in Tk€ Taming •/ a Skrem s 

«• To fee her noMe lord reftnr'd to health, 
it Who, for twice fcvcn years, hath efteemed him 
♦* No belter than a poor and loail fome begg.ir." 
In this plaic u i» evident that him is uled inile<td of kimJtlJ. 
Again, in K, Htwj IV. P. I : 

Advantage feeds kim fat—" i. e. him/tlf, 
Apain. more nnpofitclv, in K. Rickatd II. where York addref« 
ftoghicaicU to boliugbioke, Noithumbeilaad, and oilicr» fays— 
— — enter in the caflle 
And ihcic icpofe you [i. e. yourfelves] for this night.** 
^farbcll . in ihe inieivening lime, tniglil have Warned from fome 
of Banqito'saiteodanis, which v* av he had ridden out, and therciore 
couid tell the mutdeiers »kiTt to pUnt themfelve* fo as tu cut him 
off on hit return i but wba could afcettain the prccife hour of hit 
arrival, except the ruffians who watched for that purpofe ? 

STEEVENt^ 

— e/«rt;j thnv^'i', 

Tkt^t 1 rtquiir n clrarntfs: ] i. c. you muft manage matters' fo, 
Hiat ihiougbout the kUoIc uanfaAion 1 raaf ftand dcu of fufpiciou* 
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(To leave no rubs, nor botches, in tbe work.) 
Ficance his ion, thai keeps htm company, 
Whofe abfence is no lefs material to me 
Than is his father^s, muft embrace the fate 
Of that dark hoar. Refoive yourfelves apart; 
ril come to ^you anon. ^ 

MuR. Wc are refolv'd, my lord. 

Macr. ril call upon you llraiL;^lu; abide witluD. 

It is concluded: Baiiquo, thy (oul\s (lit;ht, 

IX it'find heaven, muii hud it out lo-niglu. 

[ Kxcutti, 

S G £ N E IL 
The Jam. Another Rojom. 

inter Ladf Macbeth i 'an^ a Servant 

Lady M. Is Banquo gone from court? 

Serv. Ay, madam; but returns again to-night. 

Lady M. Say to the king, 1 would attend hia 
leifure 
For a few Words. 

Serv. Madam, I will. [^^fV; 

La'dy M. , N6ught*s had, all's fpent,' 

Where our delire is got without content: 

* 

So, HoliQ^bcd: appoiating tbem to meet Buiqub and hit 

fonne wilkml ih p»Uct^ at they returned to their lod^io^s, and 
there to flea them, fo that he would not have his liouTc flanderc<l, 

but that in time to come he might deart himfelf. " Steevlns. ' 

* I'll comr lo you anon, ] Perhaps the words — ii> you, which cor- 
rupt the metre, vilbout cuioiciug tlic icaCc, uic auoiticr yUyiiuudi 
Inuipolatioo. Stcevins. 

.7 J(ougkrs M, airt fpent,] Surelf, tbe unneccflary words >^ 
Jfn^kfs had — are a taftelefs interpolation; for tbejr.^iolste the 
Mcafore without expanfiion of the fentimcot. 
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'Tis fafer to be that which we deflroy, 

l han, by delUu^iiou, d^eii in duubilul joy, 

J Enter Macbeth. . ^ 

How now, my lord ? wliy do you keep alone, 
Ot rorrieft fancies * your companions making? 
Ufing thole thoughts,^hich Hiould indeed have ciied 
With ihcm they think on ? Things without re- 
medy, • 

Shoiild be witliont regard : what's done, is done. 
Macb. We have fcotchM * the fnake, not kiil'd 
it; , V % 

/ 

is • complete verfc. 

There it fufficient reafon to fuppofe the metre of Shakrpeare WM 

originally utiifonn and reguFar. Hi) ftcqucnt exadncfs in making 
one Ipcakcr conplcie the vcife which auuthcr hail left itupeilcd, 
it too evidcDi 10 need cxcmpliiicaiton. Sir T. Hanincr was aware ' 
of thU, and occafionallf ttrufgled with fucb meirical difficukiei 
a* occurred; though for want of faoUliaritjr wittf ancient Ian* 
gua^e, he often failed iu the choice of woidt to be rijcficd or fup* 

plied. SiLtVENS. 

* forricft y«ncf<i *- ] i. c. worthlcfs, ignoble, vile. So, 

la OUdhf 

I have a fah and forty rbeoni oScnds me." 
Sorry ^ however, might figoiXy y»rr#iw/e/, M/«ftcia^, di/mslt So, 
an J kt Corned) oj EtrO's : 

** The place of death and forry exccuiitfo.** 
ii^in, in the play before us (as Mr. M ; Mafooobfcr^et) Msobeth 
lays, — " Tbii i» a /9rry fight." Steevens. 

9 Tkirtgs without remedy, ] The old copy— a// remedy. 

But furcly, as Sir i . Hauiucr. thinks, the word a// is an inter* 
polatioa, hurtful to the metre, without improvement of the fcofe. 
7b« lame thought occurs in K. Rhkmrd //. AA II. fc. iii : 
Thing! pad rcdiefa, are now witfarme paft cart." 

Steevcns* 

* jf,><>r^ J Mr. Thcobald.-fol./tarcA i<. 

JOBMtOlt. 

Vol. XL ' L 
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She'll clofe, and be herfelf; whilft onr poor malice 
Remains ia daager of her former looih. 
But let 

The frame of things disjoint^both the worlds faffer/ 

Ere we will eat our meal in fear, and fleep 

In the afliidion of thefe terrible dreams* 

That fbake us nighdy : Better be with the dead, 

Whom we, to gain our place, have fent to peace,' 

Tlian on the torture of the mind to lie 

In reflicls ecftacy. ^ Duncan is in hib grave; 

After litc'b fuful fever, he ilccps well ; 

1 reafon has done iiis worfl : nor flccl, nor poifon. 

Malice dou»eftick, foreign levy, nothing. 

Can touch bim further! * 

Lady M. Come on ; 
Gentle m^ord, fleek o*er your rugged looks ; 

SccUk'd it the trae reading. So, io CtritUmu^ Ad IV. fc. v : 
he JuUk'i bin and noich*d him like a carbonado.** 

Steevens. 

• B*t Itl He Jramr «/ things disjointy both the wo lds /u^er,] The 
old copy reach tlius, and i have followed it, rejcdiog ihc modern 
coutradiou, which wa>: 

J«« hi both worldt Mtjiint^ and all tbingi /a^r. 

Tht fame idea occurs iu Hamitt : 

'» Ihai/'Ot'A tkf worlds 1 give to negligence." Stfevens. 

' Wkm we, t9 ^ain «iir place, iavt Jmt /• j The old copjr 

reads : ' 

Wk0m «M, fa gah tar peace-.. For the judiciqnt corredioniii — 
pUte^ we arc indebted to the fecond folio. SfEBTiiis. 

* ia rtjile/t ccflacy. ] Ecjlacy^ for madoefs. Warburtow. 

Ecjlacy^ it) its ccncral frnfe, fijjnirics any violent crootion of the 
mind, licrcii riicuut the cmoiioo* ut pain, agony. So, iu Marlo\vc*a 
laml/UTlaine^ F. I : 

^* Ciiping our bowels with reiorqued thought!,' 
And have no hope to cud our exlafiaJ'* ' 
Again, Milton, in his odt on Tht Motivity: 

la pcnijvc trance, and an^uiUi, and tcJlalU £t." 

Stuvsns. 
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Be bright and jovial 'mong your guefts to-niglu, 

Macb. So ihall J, love; and fo, I pray» yoii: 
Let your remc'Tibrance ^ apply to Banquo ; 
Prefenthim-cminence,^ both with eye and tongue: 
Unfafe the while, that we 

Mud lave our honours in thefe flattering dreams ; 
And make our faces vizards to oar hearts, 
Difguifmg what they are. ^ 

Lady M. You mud leave this. 

Macb. full of fcorpions is my mind, dear 
wife ! . 

Tbou'kilow'd, thatBanciuo, and his Fleance lives. 

Lady M* But in them nature's copy's not cternc.' 

» 

4 ^ rmmhrance^] it hei^ employed u a qoadrifyllable. Sd| 

ia Twtljik'Nigkl^ 

•* And laftiog in her fad remembrance." SxEfVENS. 

* Pnjint kirn, tmintnctt ] i. e. do him the bigheft honours. 

Wakbu&ton^ 

* Uvjaft Ike while, thai we 

Mujt (dot fnr intun h theft Jlatttring Jlreamsi 
And make our faces vitaids to our ke^rti^ 

Difguijing uhiit Ihfj a'f.] The fciifc of this paflfag^ (thoogtl 
clouded by metaphor, and pcrhap« by oinifTion ) appears 10 be a$ 
follows: — 7/ » a Jure Jign thai our rojaltj is uttjaje, u/ktn it mujl 
dtjceni t9 Jstler^t Jt»op i9 difinud^Hn, 

And yet I cannot help fuppofing (from the hemiftirh, wifufe the 
iukile that wr] fome words 10 be wanting wliich orig^inally rendered 
the fcDtimcnt lefs obfcure. Shakfpcare might have wriltca— > 
Unfafe the while ii is for us , that ffc fee. 

By a diBereot arranKcment in the old copy, the prefeat hemi« 
Aich, indeed, is avoided ; but, in my opinion, to the diladvaotago 
of the other lines. See former editions. SrttVENS. 

' nature's ccp\'s not cterne. ] The en/;, the leafty by which 

they bold their lives from naiure, has its ume ol tcrmiuatioa li-* 
mited; Johnson. 

tttrni for tterMl is often nfcd by Chaucer. So, in tke XnigWs 
t§Ui Mr. TyrwbiMTt adii. i}o3 s 

L 2 



I 



148 / MACBETH. 

Macb. There's comfort yet, they are afTatlable ; 
Then be thou jocund: Ere the bat hath flown 
His c)oiftcT*d fltgbt ; ^ ere, to black Hecate s fum« 
mons. 

The fliard-borne beetle,' with his drowfy hums, 

«( — —O cruel goddes, that govcrne 

<i 1 I i< ^vorld w^th bmt'iiiv; of vour word tttWf 

*^ And wriien in the tnbic of alhamant 

»» You patlement and your tterne grant.'* Stffvens. 

Dr. Johnfon's luicrprciAiioa it fupporied by a fubfcquent paf- 
Cagc in thii play: 

t* — and our high-plac'd Macbeth 

Shall live the Uajt of vaturt^ pmy his breath 
lo time and moital cuftom." 
Again* by our author's iSih Snnti: 
* ••So Ibould that beauty which you hoU in 
•• Find no dctersioation." Maloni. 

I once thought that by Nature's c^opy" &c. our author meant 

(to ufc .1 Srriplvir.il pluafe ) man, as formed after the Dtifyf though 
not| like him, imtnoiial. So, in Km^ lltnij Vill: 

•* bow (hall nan, ^ 
»» tkt image of his maker^ hope to thrive by't?" 
but, (as Mt. M. MafoB ohlcrvcs,) in fupj oit of Dr. Johnfon's expla- 
nation, we find that Macbeth in liis next Ipcech but 0OC| alluding to 
the intended murder of Banquo and Flcance, faj^s, 

Cancel and tear to pieces lla/ grtMi h9Md 

That keeps nic pale. 
Mr. M. Mafon, Isowever, adds, that by nature's copy," 
Shaklpcaie might on!) mean — the human form divint. Stfevens, 

The alluiiou u to an i^att for Uvti held by cofj of court-roll. It 
it dear, from oumberlcb altnfions of the fame kind, that ShaK- 
fyeare had been an attorney's clerk. RiTiOM. 

His cloiRer'd fi^ht;] The bats wheeling round the dim 

shijfers of (Queen's College Camttri«li;c, liavc frequently iniprcfTed 
on nic ihc (ineular propriety 01 ihis oriiiinal epithet. StfpvENS. 

Bats arc oficn fccn ilying round cloijieri^ in the dufk of the even* 
Ing, for a conGderable length of time. Malonb. 
• Tki fhard'bome httle, ] I. e. the beetle hatched in clefts of 

wood* So, iu Antony and Cleopatra: 

They axe hi»>«rii, and he their tuUt" 

Wamu&tom. 

I 
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Hath rung night's yawning peal, there fliall be done 
A deed of dreadiui note. 

• » «, 

ft 

The ftmi'htrnt beetle it tbe beetle borne iiloDg the air bjr its 

Jhnrds or fftf wings. From a p^fTas^e ip Gower Dt Ctafifiont 
AwMUiiSt it appeals il>at //iflf^j Ggnitied Jcala : » 
She Qgli, bcT thought, a dragon tho, 
" Whofe Jfckvrda (hynen at the Tonne.*' 1. 6. fol. i98. 
and hence the upper or outMrard wings of the becile wcie called 
Jhardiy ihcy being of a jinly fubflance. To have an OQtvard pair 
of wingt of a jcal) hnrHocis, feiving as integumcatt ton ^Imj fait 
beneath ihcro, is (he charaderiAtck of the beetle kind. 
Ben Jonroo, in hit S^d Skipk»ri^ faft ; 

The Jc»lj beetles with their kahtrgti^ns^ 
*' Thai make a humttiing murmur at they fly." 
In Cymbtlim^ Sbakfpcare applies thit epithet again to tbe beetle; 
«• — we find 

The Jhmrdid beetle in a fafcr hold 
Than is the full-u iiu' cl cav;le." 
Here there it a manifeft oppofiiiou intended between the wingt 
and flight of the infta and the hlrd. The Im///, whofe JhtriU 
tnngi can but juft TMtft km above tit ground^ is often in a ftate of 
greater /tcwitf than tbe 9^ft<miug$i i»gU that can Toar le eirjr 
Itight. 

As Shakfpeare it here defciibing tbe hatU in tlie aA of flying, 
f for he never maket hit bomaiing noife but when be fliet,) it it, 

more natural to fuppofe the epiihei fhoiild allude to the peculiaritjf 
cf His wings, than to the cticumftance uf hi> origin, or liis place 
of habiiaiion, both of which are common to him with feveial other 
ereaturet of the infeA kind* 

The quotation from ilalMf m/ Cltop§trm^ fecnt to make againft 
Dr. Waiburton's explanation. 

The meaning of iEnobarbut in that paflage it evidently as followt: 
Lepidus, fayt he, it tbe httie of the triumvirate, a doll, blind 
creature, that would but crawl on the earth, if 'Odaviut and An- 
tony, his more aOivc colleaeucs in power, did not fervc him for 
Jkardi or win^s to raifc him a Utile above the ground. 
, What idea is afforded, if^we fay that.Odaviui and Antony are 
two defu io the old wood in which Lepidut wat hatch'd? 

* - \ STirvms. 

' The Jhard-hom htttlt is the beetle bom in dung. Ariflotle and . 

Plinv mention beetles that breed in dung. Poets as weM as natural 
hiliutians have made the fame obfervaiion. See Dia)lon s Idtas^ 
3i ; I fcorn all earthly dung-bud Icarabict." So, Ben Jonfoo* 
Whalley*! edit. Vol. I. p. 59 1 
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J-ADY. M, Whafs to be done? 



But meo of thy coBdition feed on flotb, 

»* As (loih ihc beftle on ihc dur.i^ fhc breeds in." 

Tliat fhatJ lipuiliti dun^, h well kiiowa in the North of SLifFoTcl- 
Cbirc, where coujhard is the word generally ufcd for cowdung. So, 
in A pttiti Fmlmet •f FittU kis PUMfurt, p. i65 : The hudtble-bee 
taketh no (corn to logc on a cowc'b (ouXe fliarj." Again, in B«coo*t 
J^at. HiJ. (r> p. 7 75 : ** Xurf and peat, and cowr j%Mr^t are cheap 
fuels, and latt long.*' i 

Skvrdei ktitU in CymMhu, neaoi the hitlt higid ta inngt and 
there the humble earthly abode of the beetle is oppofed to the lofty 
evry of tlir eagle in " the cedar, whole lop branch overpeer'd 
Jove's Tpieadiug tree," as the poet obicrves in the thiid ^art o( 

A. Hrnry VI. Ad V. fc. ii. TOLLET. 

IhcJhMtd'kcTH beetle is perhaps the beetle born among {hards, 
i. e. ■{ not cow*» dung, for thai it only a fecoadary or metonynitcal 

fic;n id cation of the word, and not even fo, generally, but) pieces 
ol broken pots, tiles, and fuch-Iikc ihiniis, which arc frciiucmly 
thrown together in corners as rubbifh, and under which thcfe 
beetles may ufually breed, or ( what is the (aroe ) may liava beta 
ftippofed fo to do. 

Thas In Harriet the pricft fays of Ophelia: 

Sharjy, ilinis, .ind pebbles, (hould be thrown on her." 

Would Mr. iolici Uy that touj uung was to be thrown into the 
grave? It ii true, however, that Juurdtd hitli feems fcarcely re* 
foncilallc the above explanation. Mr. Steeveos aey be ri^g 
Imu Dr. Waiburtoa and Mr. l oUet are certainly wrong, 

RiTSON. 

The fi.ard lorn littlt ii the cock-chafer. Sir W. Davenant apt 
pear» not to have uudcrftood this epithet, for he has given, inAcad 
Of it, 

the fimrP'hoxv'd beetle. 
^fr. Stecvens's inierprciatiou is, i tliinky the true one in tha 

pan.t|;c btfuic us. Mai.unp. 

Mr. S(ecvciii's iiucrprctation is t>o doubt the innH fuitablc to the 
context. Ihc iuccecding pailu^c», however, make in favour of 
Mr. Toilet's eaplanation. In a Brief* Di/courjft of tkt SpMi^fk JtmU^ 
• SS^O. p. 3. there is *« How that nation rifinc, like the hittlt front 
the (cvjhern hurtleth againft al things« " And in Drydeui tkt 
fiind aftd Ikt Ftmtktr: 

Such fouls as Jhards product^ fuch kutU things, 
A» only buzz to heaven with evening wings." 
The BecUf and the Chafer are diiUaft infea*. MoI'T WaiTit 
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» 

Macb. Be innocent of the knowledge, deareft 

chuck, • 

Till thou applaud the deed. Come, feeling night,^ 
Skarf up the tender eye of pitiful day ; 
And, wiib thy bloody and inviiibie hand. 
Cancel, and tear to pieces* that g;reat bond 
Which keeps me pale ! Light thickens ; and the 
crow* 



* I iunjt chuck, ] I meet with tliit term of eodeanneiit 
(which it probably corrupted from chick ov ckitUn) ta roaoyofour 
ancient writeri. So, in Warner's Albion s Eng!ar ^, B. V. c. xiivit« 

•* imraortal fhe-cgg ckuci of Tyndaius Uift wife** 

It occurs alfo in our author's Twtlflh Ntght: 

— bow doH thou tkmd f 

— Ay, come with me," Stebvini . 

* C«mr, reeling night , ] Sttiing% i» «• bUadlag. It ii * t«m 
ia likooty. Warburton. « 

So, in Tki Rooke of Hawkjng^ Uuntjng^ 8cc. b1. 1. no datet 
•» And he muft lake wyth hym ncdic and thredc, to tnjjle the 
liaokes that bene taken. And in thys mancr they oiuU be enfiltd. 
Take the ncdel and thryde, and put it thtough the over eye 1yd, 
»nd foe of that other, and make them faA under the becke that Ihe 

fp UQU" ike. STEEVrNS. 

* Citncfl, and tear to pifcts, Ikat ^rrat bond 

WKith itips mt faU!\ Ihii may be well explained by the foU 
lowing padage in K. Rukmri Jil : 

Cancel kit bond of iife^ dear Qod, I piVJ,** 
Again, in Cymbtllne, .\(t V. fc. iv; 

»* lake thi& life. 

And cit*ttl thcfe cold bonds.'* Steeveks. 

* — Lteht tbtckeni ; »nd ik$ crear fee. ] By the exprcffion, Ugkk 
ikicktns, Shakfpeare meant, iko ligki gtows dutt $r mkddj* In tbu 
(enfc be ufes it in Antony and Chnp^lrma 

mv I iHrc Ikickttis 

•* When he ihiues by." EowARDS't MSS. 

It may be added, that in the fccond part of K. Henry IV. Prince 
. John of Laocaaer telU FaMaff, that **'hit defert If tootkitk le>ia«.** 

Again, in The T.nfhful Shephftdtfi of Fictoher, Aft I. fc. 
" 1-oM youi ilocks i.p, lur ihc air 
• • Gini lo ihiclin^ and the fuu 

Already hit great couifii hath mn«*^^ Stmveni, 

L 4 
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Makes wing to the rooky, wood : ^ 
' Good things of dav begin to droop and drowic ; 
Whiles night's bmck agents to their prey doroulc/ 

Again, in Spenfer's Caitndtr, 1379: 

•« But fce« ,thc uclkin Uict* 8|>fttc, 

•* And Aouping P igebus ftcepes hit face ; 

Ii*t limc 10 hafle ut bome-ward." Malqni* ^ 

' Makei uing to the rooky wood: Ro'^ky mav mean damp, mijij^ 
Jtfamir-!^ with fxhalatf^its. ll is onK a Norlh couolry varuiioa of 
dialed fiom niiy. In Cctiolat.us^ Shakfpearc mtntioilt 

«« the rnk of th* roaco fcoi.** . 

And, in MtU fwisffm^ tee. 1599* ^ * 

Gomel in « vapour liVc a wkifh lync.** 
R09kf mi, indeed, max figoify a moiery, tke wood tkat tiltunii 

uitk rofks; yd, merely to fay of llie crc«' iHai he ii flying 10 a 
wood inhabited by tnoki^ is to add liuU imiacdiatcly pcrtineui 10 
the fuccceding; obfcrv3tton, viz* that 

— things of day begin to droop and drovfce.** 
I cannot therefore help fuppofing cur author wrote 

• » m.ikcs \viii;i to rook i" th' u'ootl." 
i. e. 10 tocjl in ll So, in K. Hrnry VI. P. 1. Ad V. fc. vij 

Ihe fiven rookji her ou the chttnacy's lop." 
See note on this psCfage. 

Again, in Gowcr D$ Con ft f^* Ammnth, • lib. IV. fol. 79 x 

'» Hul how their rucim \\\ her neft.*' 
Again, in the liUi book of A. Goldingi Traufla^^ion of Ovid's 

•» He futhik down upon the fame, and in the fpiees diet.** 
Again, in Tit CealnfiM MwyKle Ckmckftmi aed. tec. 
l56o: 

AW day 10 lULktn on my Uiile, and pnren on a booke." 
Sneh an unfamiliar verb at r#«i, might ( cfpecially in a play, 
bottfc copy ) become etfily corrupted. STSivtN*. 

* WkUeg n{fil*M f/«rl ttgnt* le lArtr piey do rcufe. ] This ippcan 
to be faid with reference to ihofe dzmoni who were fuppofcd to 
remain in their fcvcra! phue* of conhuement all Hav. but at the 
clofe of It were rclcaicdi luch indeed a» ate mentioned iu 1 kt 
Tempefl^ at rejoicing *• To fiear the folemn curfcw,** becaufe it 
announced the honr of their freedom. So alfo, in Sydney's AJjfppM 

Md Sttlla: 

^ In night, of fpri les the ghaftly powci* do Air." 

Tht old copy reads— /x9i. Sit-EVfcNS. 

I 
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Thou marvcirft at my wnrHs : but hold thee fllll ; 
Things, bad begun, make ftrong t^emCeives by ill : 
So] pr*ythee, go with me. [i^xcuuL 

• * 

SCENE VII. 

t 

Thejamc. A Park or lawn, with a gate leading to 

the Falace, 

Enter three Murderers. • 

1. MuR. But who bid thee join with us?' 

3. MuR. Macbeth 

2. MuR. He needs not oar miflruft; (ince he de- 

livers 

Onr offices, and what we have to do, 
To the diredibn jaft. 

1. MuR. Th\en (land with us. 

The weft yet glimmers with fome ilreaks of day: 
Now fpurs the lated ' traveller apace, • 

' But wko did hid tkt€ join wiik at t] The memBiog of this tbhipt 

dialogue is this. The pfrfrH Jpj^ mentioned by Macbeth in the 
forcjjoing Icene, has, before they enter upon the flagc, given tJiem 
the directions which were promiitd at the time of their agicetcent i 
yti one of tb« murderers fubomed, fufpeds bim of intcndiog to 
betray them ; the other obfcrves, that, by bii exad knowledge of 
what ihry were to do, he appears to be employed by Macbtth, 4ad ^ 
needs not to be uiilhullcd. Johnson. 

The third allaUin fcems to have been feui to join the others, from 
Macbeib't fuperabuiuUnt caution. Prom following dialogue 
it api'cari that fome coaverr.ition has paffed between ihcm before 
^heif prefent entry on the flngc. Malone. 

The third murderer enters oaly to tcU them vtktti tbcy fhould 
place ihemfclvcs. Sieevens. 

*— /e/fi— ] 2. c. beUted, benighud. So a^in, lo Atiifwif ' 
Md ClM9pstrm: 

•* I atn fo laicd in the world, iliai I ^ 
Have ioh oiy way for ever.'* Sy^cvcns. 
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To gain the timely inn ; and near appfoaches 

The fubje6l of oui; watch. 

3. MuR. ' Hark! I hear horfcs» 

Ban. [within,] Give us a light there, ho! 

2. Mug. Then it is he ; the reft 
That are within the note of expedadon/ 
Already are i'the coart.' 

1. Mdr. His borfes go about. 

S. MuR. Almoft a mile : but he does ufually. 
So all men do, from hence to the palice gate* 
Make i( their walk. v 

Enter Bav^qjjo, and Fleance; a Servant with a 
imh preceding them. 

«. MuR. A light, a light I 

3. MuR. Tishe* 

I. MuR. Stand to't, 

Ban. It will be rain to-night. 

1. MuR. Let it come down. 

[aJjauUi Banqijo. 



^ — tfit note of txpeBaiionA i. c. tllty who art fet. dowa in 

Ihe lift uf gucAs, and cxpcAcd lo lopper. Stuvsns. 

• Thfn it ii ht , ihe rfjl 

That are within tie nott of txptHaiion^ 

Already mrt ttkt €9urt.] Perhaps this paflage, before it fell into 
the band! of the pkycri, Rood thus : 

•« Then it U be s ' 

The reft witbin the BOtff'ofcspeRalloa, 
*' Are i'the tottrt.** 

The hafty recurrence of art in the laR line, and the reduodaacjr 
of the metre, fccm lo (upport my conjtdurc. Nuinbtrlefi arc the 
iodaoces iu which the plavcr editors would uot permit the neceilary 
fonething to be fapplied by the reader. They appear to have been 
V|tcr|7 ifiiacqn«ia(cd with $n clUpfis. SwvSNa* 
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BaUp O, treachery! Fly, good Fleance, fly, fly, 

fly; 

Thou may'itTCvenge. — O flave ! 

[/)/>5. FIcance and Servant ejcapc*^ 
S. MuR. Who did ilrike out the light? 
I. MuR. Was't not the way 

3. MuR. There's but one down ; the fon is tied. 
8. MuR. We h:ivc loft beft half of pur a£&ir. 
1. MuR. Well, lets away, and fay how much is 
done; Excuni* 

S C E N E IV, 

A Room of JiaU in the Palace* . 

^ banquet prepared. Enter Macbeth, Lady Mag* 
BETH, RossE, Lenox, Lords, and Attendants. 

Macb. Yon know your own degrees, (it downs 
atfirft, 

And lad, the hearty welcome,' 

Ficancc br. ffcapf.] Flcance, after the afTjOrinntion of hi» 
fdllicr, Hed into Wales, where by the daughter of iht Piince of that 
fcouutry he had a fon named Walter, who afici wards became Lord 
High Steward of Scotland, and from thence atfumed the name of 
Wmttr Sttw0rd, From him in adireft line King Janjet f. was de* 
fccndcd ; in compliment to whom our authorhas chofcn lo dcfcribe 
B-iuquo, who was equally coocerocd with Macbeth ia the murder of 
Duncan, at innocent of that ctiaac. Maiami. 

* lf«f*l u§l th t»mff] U c. tht heft meant wc could tako C« 
f vnde difcQveiy. STiBViiit. 

Rather, to effeft onf purppfe.' RiTtON. 

f Tou know your own degrtes^ Jii down : at frjty 

JndiaJI, the hearlj xoelcomi] I believe the true reading ill 
Tou i»ow jour own dtgitts^ Jit <^otfi|.— To j^^fi 

' 4*4 tit wtUnn^ 
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. Lords. Thanks to your majefty. 

Macb. Oarfelf mil mingle with fociety, 
And play the humble hoft. 
Our holtefs keeps her flatc;* but, in bcft time, 

We will require her welcome. 

Lady M Pronuuuce ii lor me, (ir, co all our 

fiicnds; 

For my heart (peaks,, ihe^ are welcome. 

£nier Jirft Murderer, to the door. 

Macb. See, they encounter thee with their hearts' 

thanks: • 

Roth fides arc even : Here I'll fit i'the midfl: 

Be Inrf^c in mirth; anon, we'll drink a meafure 

The taoie round.— Thcre'$ blood ypon thy lace. 

All of whatever decree, from the higheft to the lofreft, laajr be 

aflurcd thai their viBi is well received. Johnson. 

* Our kojlrfi ifrpi hn Jia'.e , Scc.j i. e. rotiiiiiucs in her chair 
of ftaie at the head oi the table. This idea might have beea 
borrowed froni Holiofhed, p.t SoSt " The king (Hannr Vttl.) 
oufcti the queene 10 i*tft tit tjl^tt, and then fat the ambaO'adourt 
and ladir5 they were marfhalled by the kiitg, who would nol lit, 
but walked (rom place to place, making cheer," 8cc. 

To i^tfp J^tt ii I phrafe perpetually occurrtog in our anciciit 
dfadiu, kc. So B^njonfon in hit OfntkiufsRtvtU: 
♦* Seated in thy filvtr chair , 

Stalt in wonicd manner kttp." ' , 

Again, in Beaumont aud Fletcher's Wild Gooji Ckaje: 

^* What • JiMli flit itips ! bow far off ihcy fit from her V* 
Maof more ioftanccf, to the fane pvrpofe, nigbt be given. 

Si FEVENS. 

A Ja(c appran to have been a royal cbair with a canopy ovtc 
it. So, »u A . Henry J V. P. I : 
This iksir (hall be my 

Again, in Sir T. Heiberi's Menoirs of Charfit I: " — where 
beine /ft, the king v^tier a Jtolr," kc. Acain, in The View of 
ftafne, i.^jS : »' — erp>iog the ckaytt net to ibnd well uudtr 
the Jiatt, be mended it haiulfomcly himfelf." MAtOKK. 
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MUR. *Tis Banquo*s then. 
Macb^ *Tis better thee without, than hewithia.' 
Is he defpatchM ? 

MuR. My lord, his throat b cut ; that I did for 



. Macb. Thou art the beft o'the cut- throats : Yet 



That did the like for Heance: if thou didil it/ 
Thou art the uoupareil. 

MuR. * Moll royal iir« * 

Fleance is Tcaped. 

Magb. Then comes my fitagain : I had elfe been 
j)erfe£l ; 

Whole as the marble, founded as the rock : . - 

As broad, and general, as the cafing air: 

But now, 1 am cabinM cribb'd, confined, bound in 

To laucy doubts and fears. But Banquo's fafe? 

MuR. Ay, my good lord: fafe in a ditch he bides, 
"With twenty trenched gaflies ^ ou his head 
The leaft a death to nature. 

* Tm hiin th«e without, than l# withio.] The fenfe sequirei 

tbftt this paiTage (hould be read thus : 

TiJ heller thre uithov!, than him uilhin. 

That is, / nm belter plfjtd that tkt blood oj Bsn^M Jhould kt 9» 
ikj fta than in kit body. 

The author might mean, li u hrttn Hat Bmnqu§*s I/m^ vm M 
iky Jace^ Ikan he in this r0««. Expr«ffiont thai imperfcA art aom* 
mon in hit wdrki. Johnson. ^ 

1 have ao doubt that this laft was the aathor*s ncamaf . 



trenched gBflus—] Traaeifr, to cut. Fr. So, in Ardn 



him. 



he's good. 




AfsiUt in Tkt Two Gtniltmen oJVtmar 
— like a figure 
Tfinikid io ice." Stisvsiis. 
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Macb. Thanks for that : — 

There the grown ferpent lies ; the worm/ that's fled^ 
Hath nature that in time will venom breed, 
No*teeth for the prefent.— Get thee gone ; to-morrow 
We*ll hear, ourfclves again. [ Exit Murderer. 

Lady M. My royal lord, 

You do noL give the cliecr : tlie feuU is lol J/ 
That is not often vouch'd, while 'tis a making, 
*Tis given with welcome : To ieed, were bed at 

home; ' 
From thence, the fauce to meat is ceremony ; 
Meeting were bare without it. 

Macb. Sweet remembrancer 

Now, good digeftioD wait on appetita,' 
And health on both ! 

Len. ' May it pleafe yoar highnefs fit ? 

[TheghoJlofEAnQjJOrtfts,^ ana /us in MacbETH*8 
place, 

V • /i« wornRf] Thii teral in oi^r author's time was applrcd 
Co all of the ferpeot kiod. Ma to n 

• ik* fimjl is f(Md, k€,] Mr. Pope rcadtt Ut fimjt it 

cold,— anJ not without plaufibility. Such aoothcr phraCe occuit 

in Tii Eltitr Bfoiker of Beaumont aiui Fletcher : 

** Vou muft be welcome too: — tkijtajl n jlat clfe." 
Bttft the rame expraOloa at Shakrpeare't, is found in fkt RtWMmi 
tftkt Ro/e : 

Good dede done through pratcre. 
Is /oU, and bought to dcre/' Stef.vens. 
The neaBtng is, — That which it not givn ektir^ulfy, cannot 
be called a gifi^ it is fomcthing that muft be paid Tor. Johmson. 

It is nil] ro'ii rnn lo fay, itiat we f iij dfar for cntrrtainrucr.t, 

if the cncumitauccs attcudiog the patticipaiiou oi it prove iikiomc 
10 us. Ht^LfY. * 

* ffpwy good digeftioa wmit •% mppitiU^] So, ifi K, Hnry Vills 

*» A good iigeJlioH to you all." Sti even.s. 

• The j^hojl of Banf]ttO rifn^\ This circumU.incc of Banquo's ghojl 
fccmt to be ;tlludcd to iu Ti€ Futitun^ hiit printed iu iHu;, and 
tidicalooOjr afcribcd to Shakfpcare: We*ll ha* the gko^ i* iIk* 
whiu Ikcct fit at %ptw iwd #* tk* UiU/^ Farhbe. 

a 
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Macb. Here had we now ODr country'a honoar 
roofd. 

Were the gracMperfon of ourBaoquq prefent; 
Who may I rather challenge foruokindnefs, 
Than pity for mifchance ! ^ 

Ros5E. ' ' His abfence. fir, 

Lays blame upon hispromife. Flcafe ii yourhigb^ 

iiels 

To grace us u ith your royal company ? 
Macs. The table s full. 

Len. Here is a place referv^d, (ir« 

Macb. Where? 

Len. Here, my lord.^ What 19^ thas 

moYes your highnefs ? 
Macb. W&ich of you have done this ? 
Lords. What, my good lord? ^ 

Macb. Thou canfl not fay, I did it : never ihake 
Thy gory locks at me. 

RosSE. Gemlcmen, rife ; his higbnefs is not well. 

' Tkm pilj Jot mifchance H This is one of Sbakrpcarc'i touches 
!Df nature. Macbeth by thele wordi dilcoven a confciournef* of 
guilt; and this ctrcuroftance could not fail to be recol'icled bjr X 
nice obfeivcr on the aflafTination of Banquo hcing (niblicklv known. 
Not betng yet rendered futhcieoUy callous by hard ulc/' Mac* 
becb betrays hhnfelf (as Mr. Vfbeatley has obfrrred*) by an 
over-aded regard for Banquo, of whofe abfence from the fcaft he 
afleds 10 coniplain, that he may not be fufpcfled of knowing the 
caufe, though at the fame time he very unguardedly drops an alltt« 
Bon to that canfe.** Malonb. 

Tbcfe woYds do not (eem to convey any conferonfncft of guilt 
on the part of Macbeth, or allufton to Banqtio** murder, es Mr. 

'Whe:itlcy fiipj'ofcs, Macbeth only means to fay. — '* I have more 
caufe to accuie lum of unkindDcfs for his abfence, than to pity birai- 
for any accidcui or mikhance that o\a^ have occafioned it." 

' Oovci, 

^ Hfrr, mf lord* 8ec<-] The old copf.->niy g$od lord ; an inter^* 
polation that fpoils the metre. The compolitor's eye bad caugbt— i 
f»ed from the nsxi ^eecb bot one. Si&£VIns« 
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Lady. M. Sir, wonh]^ friend my lord is often 
thus, 

And hath been from his youth: pray yon, keep feat; 
The fit is momentary ; upoa a thought^ 
He will again be well : If much you note him, 
You Ihall uHond him, and exicnd his pailiou ;^ 
Feed, and regard him not — Aie you a mani* 

Macb. Ay, and a bold one, that dare look on that 
Which might appal ihe devil. 

Lady Ivi. O proper ftulF!* 

This is the very painting of your fear : 
This is the air-drawn dagger, which, you faid, 
Led you to Duncan. ^ O, thefe flaws, and ihirts, ' 
(impodors to true fear,) would well become^ 
A woman*s flory, at a winter^s hre. 
Authorized by her grandam. Shame itfelf ! 

* upon a thought—] i. e. ai fpcedily as thou)(ht call be 

exerted. So, in Kin^ Htnry IV, P. I ; — and, wUk m litfu^A/, 
fcvcn of the eleven 1 p^y'd.** Again, in UMmlit: 

»» 7LS Iwift * 

*' As meditation, or the Ihou^htf of love.** SrFfV K5. 

* extend his. fojjien t ^. PoloQ^ his fuheringj make his lit 

longer. Johnson. 

* 0 pji^jier JiuJ!] This rpeech is rather too long for the cireum* 
ftances in which it Is fpokca. It had begun better at, Sktiti ttftlf ! 

JOHNSOM. 

Surely it required more than a (*vi words, to argue Macbeth out 

of lite liorror tliat podcllcd him. -M. MA6UN. 

7 0, tktjtjiawsy and jtarts^ 

(Impoftors 10 true fear,) wcnli mtU htom* kc] i. ci thefe 
flaws and flartt, as they are indicaiiont of your nccdlefs iears, are 
the itniiaiors or impoAo s only of ibofe which ar^fe from a Icar 
veil grouiuicd. W^KBunro^■. 

Mav<'-& are fudden ^utls. Juunson. 

So^ in CoTiaianus: # 

•« Like a great lea-mark, ftanding every jlew.'* SrtivtHi. 

Again, in Vnut eai Jd»nu .* 

«OiiAi and foal/aa«i to herddien and to heidi.** If alonb. 
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Why do yoo Inake fach faces ? When all's donei 
You look but on a iloul. 

Macb. Pr*yihee, fee there! behold! look!^iol 

how fay you ?— 
Why. what care 1 ? if thou canft riod. fpeak too.— 
If charnei houles, and our graves, mull fend 
1 hole thai \vc bury. b:ick, our luonuinents 
Shall be the luaws of kues^ 

Iaoy M. What' quite unmanned in folly ? ^ 

Macb. If 1 {land here, 1 law him. 

Lady M. l*te, forfhame! 

Macs, filood hath been ihed ere now, i'tke 
oidtn time)* 



ImpoHors to true ft-ar, mean impoftors when compared uiik true 
'itMt, Such ii Ihe iorce of the prcpofiiion h in thi» pUce. 

V M. Masom, 

So, hi K. Henry VIII. Fetch me a douA crab-trce ftavct, abd 
firung one*; thdc arc but fwiiclies to ihera." Sri.iVchS. 

To may Lc ulcd for of. In Tkt Two GtnUtrntU qJ Vtiont wc 
have an cxprcirion rcfenibUng ihU : / 
Thou ipunittftit i§ ih) true (Vi'end." Malonb. 

* Shall ht tkt mawi jf iitrs ] Xbc Cime thooghi occurt in Spcn*' 
Stt'$ I'af'j B. II. c. viii : 

" but be enlimhtd in ihe raven or the ki^ht " STFfVfNS. 

In fplcndldiflimutn quemque capiivuui, non (mc vcrboium 
coikiwniclm, fovilt: m quidcm uni Aipplicitcr /f/u/^ur«m prccanti 
tcfpoodiff'e dicittti, jam ifU« ta vpUtrmm Jtrt fttfj^im.** Sueioa. 

ia Auguft. i3. Malunf. 

'■' Wiiit f quite unmavn'd in folly?] "NVouli not itiis (jucflion be 
forcible eDOui;h wiilioui the two woid>, wliiiti overUow the 

metre, and couicqueuily may be fulpeded at inierpolationF ^' 

STervBMS. 

* — — I the olden /imr,] Mr. M. Mafoo propofes to road — **the 

s;r!Jen linie,"" meanitig the Gcldtn a«f: but ihc ancient reading 
aiay be juftil.cii by Holinlhcd, who, l{>cakii,g of the wiiciirs, lays, 
they iciciiiblcd cieaiurcs of tlie tldtr wot id i" and in tunljik 
^igki w« have 

dallies with thlT ioilOCCnco of lovej 

Lilce the cU «|#. 

Vol. XI. ' " . M 
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i6» MACBETH. v , 

Ere tinman llatute pujrgM the gentle weal;' 
Ay, and fince too, murders have* been perForni'd 
Too terrible for the ear ; the times have been, . 
That, when the brains were out, the man woold 

die. 

And there an end: but now, they rife again, 
With twcntv mortal murders on their crovNns, 
And pufli us froni our (luols ; 1 his is more fliange 
Than (uch a murder is. 

Lady M. My worthy lord. 

Your noble friends do lack you. 

Macb. I do forget :-m 

Do not mufc at me, ' my mofl worthy friends ; 
I have a (irange infirmity, which is nothing 
To thofe that know me. Come, love and health 
to all ; 

Then FU fit down:— Give me fome wine, fill 
full : 

I drink to the general joy of the whole tabic, 



Again, in ^^ThyOorve of Jacob and bU twelve fonci** bl.'U 
printca Jby Wynkyn dc Wordc : 

Of dedes dooe in tki old* ifue." 
Agdo, in our Liturgy — and in the $14 Imt before then.** 

STCBTrm. 

■ Ere human ^afutt p^rgd ihr identic weal ;] The cirnlfe weal^ 
ii, the pfceabit cotniauniijf^ the Uaic made c|uict and fafc \>y iumM 
Jlstutes, 

Mtllim Jtnte piragth»ui 9tim g»nta,'* JoHiisoM. 

In my opinion it means ** that Ante of tnnoceiicfc vhich did oot 
lequiie the aid of biMoan law* to tender it quiet and fee u re " 

M. Maso.v. 

' Do not mnfe ai mt,] To mvfe aocienily Tignifivd to wonder^ to 
he iu amaze. So, in Kin^ Henry VJ, P. II. Ad IV: 

•* I mMfOy you make fo flight a queftioo.** 
Again, in ill's well that ends well : 

And rather mv/ir, tiau afr, why 1 entreat you." 

STCCV£N<. 
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Ghoji njcs. 

And to our dear friend Bauquo, wboiiKwe mifs ; 
Would he were here ! to ali, and him, we dm 11/ 
And all to all.' 

Loans. Our diuies, and the pledge. 

Mac^. Avaunt ! and cjuii my iighi! Let the 
earth liide tiicc ! 
Thy bones arc mairuvvlers, thy blood is cold; 
Thou haft no ipeculation in (hofe eyes' 
Which thou doft glare with ! 

Ladv M. lliink of this, good peers, 

But as a thing of cuftom : *tis no other ; 
Only it rpoils the pleafure of the time* 

Macb. What man dare, I dare : \ 
Approach thou like the rugged Ruflian bear. 
The anu'd rhinoceros, or the liyicaii tiger,' 

* to all, and kirn, vie ihitfl,] Wc tkirjl^ I fuppofe, mean*- 

wc d«ltre to drink. So, inj«/ivj Cetjnr^ Caffim fayi, whea Bniiot 
■driakft to him, to bury all uukindnch, 

My heart \s fhnjl^ for lhal nnhlc pledge." M. Mason. 
' And all to i. c. id good wiihci lo ali : fuch as he bad 

flanied above, Uvt, kemilk, and jny, WAftBUftTOM. 

I once thought it Oiould be i4it7 to all, but I now think that th« 
prefent reading is right. John>on. 

Timon urc> marly tlie fame exprcffipn to bii gueftt, AA I. •« Ali 

t9 your 

A]^aiu, in A'. Htary VII I, more intcllijj'bly : 

And t9 J9% ail good health,** SifcCVCNt. 

fprculalin in Iko/t fyu — ] So, in the tiStbPtalmi 
eyes have they, but fee net.** STErvtNS. 

7 — fht Hyrcan*/t ;rr,] Theobald choofcs to read, in oppofiuon 
to the old copv - //» f I /I'lfan tvgtr ; bui the aLciannii wm unnccef* 
fary, as Dr. i'inlcaiuu KulLmU, in liu iranljjuou ol Piiuy's Nai» 
JUiJ, p. iff«« men lion* tlie If7r<«a# fca. Iollbt. 

Alteration cerlainljr night be fpared : in Riekt't Jitnd pwt $f 
AtSMatiit, 4to. «&84» fign. c. s* wc have " Contraitewib tb<M 
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i64 . MACBETH. 

Take any fliape but that, and my firm nemt 
Shall never tremble : Or. be alive again, 
And dare me to the defert with thy fvvord; 
If ucmbiiijg i mhibit* thcc, protcft me, 

fOttldicrs, like to Hircan lygfrs, revenge themfclves on theit OWA 
bQWcUci i fome patricides, fomcfrauicide*, all homicidei.'' 

RtCD* 

Sir William D'Avenart»t unoeccflarilx altOTcd. tbU to Hlrcm* 
tyger, which wai followed by Theobald aad othen. HtVcm tygere 
are mcniioaed by Daniel, ouramhor'i comempomy, in liiiSonoeu, 

reftore thy fierce and cruel mind 

••To Hirfn tygtrs^ and to rothleft beares.'*" Malom^. 
• Jflumhlivg I inhibit-] InUHl is the original reading, which 
Mr. I'ope changed to inhibit, which inhibit Dr. Watburion inter- 
preii Tijtfi* Ihe old reading may ftand, al leaft a» well as the 
emendation. Johmion. 

hkHit feenit more likely to have been the poet*s own word, at 
he ur«« it freque&tly in the feole required in thii paflage. Oikithf 
Ad I. fc. vii: 

a pradifer 

«« Of aru iaItlfW.** 
irani«tf, Aa II. fc. vi : 

1 think their inhibition comcs of the late i&novation." 
To ivhibit is to forbid. Steevens. 

1 have not the Icaft doubt that «« inkUit <irf/*— ii the tme rcad^ 
ing. In Alts WtU flat fa/j WtU^ we find in the fecond and. all 
the fubfcqucnt foliof which if the moft hUHted fin of the 

canon." — ioAcad of inhihitrd. 

The fame errour is iouad in Stowe's Survty of London^ 4to. 
i6t8, p. 77s: •» Alfo Robert Fabian writcth. that in the year 

i5o6, the one and turcnlieth of Henry the fcventb, the faid ftcw- 
boufes in Southwarke wrrc for a fcafon inhabited, and (he doores 
clufcd up, but it was not long, laiih he, ere the houfcs there were 
fct open again, fo many at were peraiitted.**~The paflage it not 
in the printed copy oT Fabian, hui that writer left in Manufcript a 
eontiouation of his Chronicle from ilie acccffion of K. Henry VII. 
to near the time of his own death, (i3i2,] which was in Stowe'a 
poflefliou in the year 1600, but I believe if now loft. 

By the other flight bat happy emendation, the reading tkti in-i 
flcad of thm, which was propofcd by Mr. Stccvens, and to which 
1 have p.^id the relpcd that ii dcfcrvcd by giving it a place in my 
tcj^t, this paiiagc is rendered clear and caly. 
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The baby of a girl. HeUc^, horrible Hiadow ! 

[Ghojl dijapplars. 
Unreal mockery,' hence !— Why, fo ; — being gone, 
I am a roan again.— Pray you, fit flill. 

Lady M. You have difplac^d the mirth, broke 
the good meeting, 
With irioii adimr'd dilorder. 

Macb. • ' Can fuch things be, 

An<l overcome us like a funimer's cloud," 
Wilhout our Ipcciai wonder?'' You make me 
iirange 

Mr. Siccvens'i corrcSion is ftrongly fupported by the punfiua- 
tion o( the old copy, where the line Rands — if trembling 1 inhabit 
then, proteft Ice. and not-— if trembling I inhabit, then proteft be. 

In our author's K. Richard II. we have nearly the fame thoughts 

** If I dare ca(, or diink, or bicalhe, or live, 

♦» I dart mttl Surrey in a ■U'lidnntfs."' Mai.onk. » 

InkaliL IS the original reading ; and it needs no alteration. The 
obvioQt meaning if-«~-8hould yon challenge me to .encounter you 
In the defert, and I through fear remain trembling in fay caftte, 
then ptoieft me, 8:c. Shakfpcarc here ufcs the verb inhabit in a 
neutral fenie, to exprefs coHtinutinct in « pven JUuation ; and Milton 
has employed it in a 6milar manner : 

Meanwhile UtksHt lax, yc powen of heaven ! Hiniey. 

To inhabit^ a verb neuter, may undoubtedly have a meaning 
like that fuggeftcd by Mr. Henley. Thus, in As you iHe it, — 
knowledge iil-inkabiled I worfe than Jove in a thatched houfe 1" 
'*3nhaiiM, in Ail inftance, can have no other meaning than 

1( is not, therefore, impoffibie, (hat bv inhabit, our author capri* 
rioirlU m^ant — Jiay within doors, — if, when you have challenged 
mc to the dcfcrt, I fculk in my houfe, do not hefitate to prottft my 
cowardice. SreiveMt. 

* Vnrtal ronckery,; i. e. mfuhJanHai frngisni, at our author calls 
the vifton in I hf lemti-ff ; or the ptAure in Tim»n tj AtktnM^ 
** — .1 mociing^ of the liit." SlLEVENS. 

• Lan Jh.i t\in^i be^ 

And overcome » likt m /umvur*s thud, 

V. i':of!i «ur l^taui wi>nd*rf\ The meaning is, ran fuch wondrra 
as thc(. ovf us without wondci, at a calual ftimmer cloud 

oallcft ovci uii. JoaN^OM, * 

M 3 
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Even to the difpofition that I owc/^ 

When now I think you can behold fuch ughts-, 

And keep the natural ruby of your cheeks, 

No inflance it gfven of thlt fcnfe of the word 0vtreemr^ wh(ch 

has r.iiif. d al! the dithculiy ; it ii however to be foaad in Spcofer, 
t^tf) ilutei,, l\. til. c. vii. n. 4 : 

•» v luilc vallc\ 

Ail covered with thick woo4i, that quite it #MrcMi«.** 

FAtMCB. 

Again, ill Marir Ma^ lahvt's Rffrntavncf^ I '"67 : 

Willi blo<!e ' vitt^mt were both his c)co.'* Malonc. 

Even /• tie dtffojiin^n tka' I owt,] Which in plain Eiiglift i« 
Cnlv: Tou mfi'-.r m' jufi ":ar!. Wa kbl'k ION. 

You piuUuce ill mt an alif%nt:»n of mind; which is probably the 
exprefliofi whirh our auil'or ioumlcd to p.iraphraie Johnson. 

t do not think that either of the editors has very foccef«fuUf 
expl.iiiicd this pailuge, vbich fcrms 10 mean,— — T< n fupvt to ne 
that 1 am a fiitt^isift ivn In mt ou n Ji fp"fitinn, xi'f,rn I f 'ictivr thai 
ihtttr) ohjtd tikich fi'ati Iki colour Jnftn my clierk^ pomils it to it- 

m*in M )r««rr. In other wo«d», ton pr&vt U mt k§w falfe mm 

mfinion I kave kilkerU 17? /"iWi of nt oun f»ura^e, when ftnrt 
Cn the trial n found to rxci'd il. A ibniijjhi fomcwhat n!ni!:n occurs 
in Ike Metry Hi't'm af \/^iPdjor^ Ad 11 fc. i: 1 11 eiucium 
nyCririike one I am not acquainted witlwU'* Again, in AlVt WM 
$kmt End's Well, Ad V : 

** if you know 

*^Tbat you arc well acquainted with yourfclf." 

Stffvfnb. 

The meaning, I think, is, Ton render wu m Jhmngtr fa, or for- 

grlful of, thai brave di/piifitioh u kick 1 know / pojfefi and make me 
fancy mvictf a coward, when I perceive ihai I .im tfrrilicd by a 
fight which ha& not in the Icafl nlamied you. A pailagc lu As )0* 
iiki $i*m*y prove the befl comment on that before ua : 
If with myfelf 1 bold intelligence, 
*' Or have acquaintance vsi(b !n\ own defires — .'* 
So Macbeth la\t, tit has no longer afqnaii>tanct with his own 
hrmvi dtfpobtion of mind t His wife's fh^ritr fortitude makes him 
» ignorant of hia own courage as a Jlrmngn might be fuppofed to 
be. MAtfiM 

i believe tt nnlv means juu make me amai'H 'I he word jlrange 
was then ufed in that fenfe. So, in Ikt Hijlnrj oj Jack o/jVrw* 
kfirj — ^* I [cfl not, faid fbe ; fur 1 mean it (hati be \ and fiand not 
Jrmngtfyf but remember that you promifed me/' fcc. Reid. 
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When mine are blaucb'd with fear.^ 

RossE. ' V\ hat lights, my lord ? 

Lady M. I pray you, fpeak not; he grows woife 
and worfe ; 

QueQion. enrages him: at once, goodnight:— 
Sund not upon the order of your going. 
But go at once. 

Len. Goodnight, and better health 

Attend his majefty! ' 
Lady M. A kind good night to all!'^ 

[Exfunl L'jrds^ and Aucdauts. 
IVIacb. It will have biuod ; tbcy lay, biood will 
have blood :^ 

* art blancird xvilh frar ] i, c. tuni*d pal«, M in Wcb* 

ficiiDuUkeJs oj Maljj^ i623 : 

•« TboQ doft kUntk mircbicf, 

" Doft piake it white.** Stcevins* 

The old copy reacii — fj blanch'd. Sir T. Haomer corrcfled this 
pa{lai»c in ihe wiont; place, by reading — chttk ; in which he has 
becu fullowcd by the lublcciucni editors. His cortedida gives per* 
hapt a more elegant text, but not Uie text of Shaltrpeaie. The altc« 
ration now made is only that which every editor lias been obliged 

10 make in almoft cvrrv page of Ihefe plays In this very fccnc the 

old cop> ha« the tunes A«i becu«" *^c. I'cihapk 11 may be 

faid that mine refere to rnly, and that therefore 00 change is oecef* 
faty. But thb feemt very bai^fli. Ma lone, 

^ A kinii ^(^Pil ni^ht to a!! !] I i.tkc it for granted, that the redun- 
dant and valucUf» fyllablci-~a iind, are a playboufc interpolation. 

Steevens. 

' // will kavi blood; thij Jaj^ blood tuill have blood :j So, in 
fkt Wtrer §f MMgifirstts^ p. 118: 

•* Take hccde, ye princes, by examples pad, 
bloud will kavt bloud^ eylbcr at brii or iaO. " 

Hfndlrson. 

I would thut point the padige ; 

It will have bloo>{ ; ihcy fuy, blood will have blood. 
As n coafirmation of the reading, I would add the following 

authority : 

*» Blood albcth btood, and death iBiifl death reqnite.** 
« /<vr#« oad ftrrest Ad IV. fc. ii. Whalley, 
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Stones have been knpwa to move, and trees to 

ipeak ; * ' 
Augurs, anu undernood relations/ have 
By ma^ot-pies, and choughst and rooks, brought 

for^h 



I have Callowed Mr. Whallcy's punlhatioQ, infttad of p1acio|' 
fetnicoloiraf%cr— y«7. 

The Umt uoiU» ortor in Tkt Battle of Alfaznr, : 

^\Bi»u4 mU kavi ^loud^ (oui fpaiibcr tcapc uo fcourgc." 

J SiTkCVCNS. 

* ^.~<-~m9i irtts to fp'9k\\ Alluding pcrhapt to the vocal trc« 
lyhich (^e Ibe third booh of the iEioeid) revealed the murder of 
Folvdorut. SrFEVENS. 

' A^if^Mn, a'^d viuif fl'^nd icl.uioiis Sec] liy the woid relation is 
undcrUood \.\\c tott) atton of cticd^ v^iih caufck \ to undnjlnnd flmtions 
M mn ««<Kr, ih iQ huow ho.^r tliofe tliiogft teUu to. eacYi other, 
which have i<o vihble (.ombtiiation or dependence. JOHNSOh. 

Shakfpearc, in Kis liceiiiiOti» >*av, by tr/ahcm, might only mean 

Unii .azriy i e. ihc I. uguatjc uf biids. WAaikUtTOM. 

Xhc old copy has ihc faflaur thus : 

, Jv^MtfS, an < unaiTjiiioti 'rlntinti^ kavt 
Mj mmigot-fin mMi cAok^Aj, Sec. 
The mouero c»iiors havr tcad : 

Aiiiiv^^ th.5t untlrrflai.d iflafinns, h4H0t • 
By roai;pirs and i)\ thrus^hi, kc. 
Perhaps we fliould lead, ai.,^i.rin, 1. c. prognoftications bvmearii 
pf omcrtt ao(i piodif>iet. Ihete, lo^ihri with the connexion of 
cftci-i^ v^i(h caufcs being undcrftoud, favs he) have beeu iaflruw 
BcntaL 10 divul'^idv! ihc iriofi Ucrci tnurdcis. 

Id Cotgravc's Dtdionirv. a vtm^pit n called m«^«iapit. So, 11^ 
TifAriVA/'itai^it, a Satirical Collcdion, &c: 
*' I nciihtr laiilc with iack-d.tu, 
*' Or Mai^jZ t- fry e on 'hauh d houfc Wraw." 
Ma(fot-fte I* ilie oii^inal iiainc o( tiic biid: Magot being the fa- 
piliar appellation f(iven to ptc>, a$ u e lay Rckin to a redbreaft, T»m 
to a tittnoufe, fffiiif to a fpirrow. Sec. l lic modern ma^ i» tho 
abbicviaiirtii of t' c aiicieoi Mn^oljt a lyprd *Whiclt we bad from. (be 
French. Si tt\ hN>. 

Mr. Stecvcns lighily tcQorck M^^ot-pifs. {n MinPicw'i Guids 
t9 iit Ttmfna^ 1617, we meet with a m i^^a/apie t and MlJdlelon 
4n hU More >DiffmHm ktfidf Hftfiiia, layk : •^HecalUhcr m^gil •* 
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The focrec^A man of blood. * — Whsc ft the night? 

Lady M. Almoft at odds with morning, which 
is which. • 

Macb. How fay'd thou, that Macduti denies hi^ 
pcrfon. 
At our great bidding?^ 

Ladv M. Did yon fend to Mm, (ir? 

Macb. ) bear it by the way; bnt I will fend; 

*— ««i thought, §»i rooki, hr^ugkt fortk 
Tkt/ecref'Jl man of blooJ.] The inquifiiivc reader will find fuch 
a fiory in Thomas Lupton\ Thonfat.d vntablt things Sec. 410 bl. 1. 
no date^ p. |op} and in Goulaii's Admirtblt Hifiotttt kc, p. ^23* 
4to. 1607. SfetVENS. 

* How /aj'J tkou<t kc, ] Macbeth here a(k» a queftioQ^ which the 
recoUcfiion of • moment eojibtet biro to anfwcr* Of ihit forget- 

fulncTs, natural to a mind oppieft'd, there it a btaaiiful ioflance io 
t)ir r.icrcil Tung of Deborah and Barak: Skt mfkid ktr wi/i ««• 
mtu counjel; Jht retumtd an/wtr to krtftif. " 

Mr. M. Mafon's ioterpreiaiioo of this paflage hat, however, 
lau^hc me diffidence of my own. He fnppofet, and not without 
fuiiicicnt rcafori, that ** what Macbeth means to f?y, is this. Wkif 
do you ikini of tkii fitiumjinniey that MafJujf dfnits to coint at our 
grtml hiddtnft — IVkat do you injtr Jrom ikcnctf — Wkat is ^ your 
fi^im »/ Ut «ell«rf ** 

So, in Othrllo^ when the Duke i$ informed that the Tutkifh licet 
was making fi^ 'loilcs, wbich kc fuppofed to have bceu bouod 
lor C)pru>, he lavs. 

How J4tf you by thit change?'* 
That :s, what do you think of it 

ill Tkt Coxc nif- AnlO"io fays to Majia, 

Swccitieatt, how Jay you by this geallemaa? ^ 
«• He wjil away at midnieht. '* 
Again, in Tki Two Gtutlrmfn of Vtrons^ Speed lays — 

••But Launce, kow Jtjfi ikeu^ that my mafier u become a no* 
table lover?" / / 

Again, Macbeth, in his addreft to his wife, on the firft appear* 
aacc of Banquo't ghoft, ufes the fame form of word»: 
*• behold! lookl Io ! hew fan you?" 

The circumftaiicc, however, on w!iicJ' this c,iie(lioii is founded, 
took iu rife from the old hidoijr. Macbcih ieni to Macdutl to 
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There's nota one of ihem, but in his houfe 
1 keep a Icrvnni h e'd. I will t' -morrtuv, 
(Bi'[inie5. 1 mil,) uiuu ilic weiu! fiilcis:* 
Mciie ihali tlic\ lj)i'ak ; f<.r now 1 am bciu to know. 
By me worll means, the worit : (or mine own §ood. 
All cauTcs fhall irive wav: 1 am in blood 
Stcpt in fo far, that, /liuuid I wade no more. 
Returning were as tedious as go o*er: 
Strange things I have iu h^ad, that will to hand; 
Which mud be a£led, ere they may be fcann^d.^ 
Lady M. You lack the feafon of all natures, 
flcep. * 

I 

ailid in building the cafllc of DunGnane. MacdutT fent wotkmco 
Sec. but did not choofe io trull his peifon iu the tyrant's power. 
Fiom that time be refolvcd oo bis d«ath. Stcevens. 

* Tkerf's no/ a one if /4eni«] A »ni ot them, however uncouth 

llu phi;ir».', (lemlirs an ioHividiiil. In Alhnmaiai y 1614, t'lc f.i-ne 
cxprclfinti occurs : " — Noi a ant fhakcs his tail, but I figh out a 
palhon.** TheobjKl would read i Ad ; and lui^ht have found his 
propofed emendation in Oaveoant's alteration of M^htth^ 1674. 
This avowal of the ivrant it authbrlz<>d by Hotlafked: He had 
in tvrrv Mobleman's hot fe one Hie fellow Of Other io fee with him 
to rcvcalc all," kc. SiiivtNS. 

* {Beiimet I wi7/,) uoto tit ward ^Jtrs-'] The ancient copjr 
reads — 

beiifoes I will U the weird fifters.** . 

They whnfe ears are fauiiliariyed to difccd, mav perhaps ohjcft 
to my.omiifion of tbe Hrft word, and my fupplcmcnt to the iifth. 

SrtEVf.NS. 

^ Ccann d.] Toy£«» is to examine nicely. Thus, in 

Hamtttf ■ 

** fo be goes to heaven, * 

'•* And fo am I reveng'd: That would be /(mr /. " 

SrErvfNS. 

' )'■•( !ari the feafon rf nil jaturrs, flf>p.^ ' •''»' nioaning 

tg be, )ou. u-nnt Jlttp^ whith Ji'>J^v\^ or gives lUc rclilli to, aii uaturc, 
InJii^ff f^mni viia condimtnti.** Johnson. 

Tliis word is often uied in tf>i«- fcnfe by our auilior. So, in Atft 
Will tUt ends utit! «« *Tis ibe bcA brine a maiden can Jfjanhtt 
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Macb. Come, well to deep : My ftrange and 
fdf-abufe 

Is tht initiate fear, that wants hard ufe:— . ' 

We are yet but yuung in deed. ^ [Excunl. 

praife 10.** Again, in Miicl W« thut Notkin^^ wberct in 
prefctit infl.incc, t'le 'vofd is vifcd as a fubftaritivc : 
And (all loo liule, which may JeaJoH give 
' To her fool tainted llffh.'* ' 
An anonymous correfpondcot ihinlct the meaning \t% Yon ftand 
in need of the time or Ceafoo of flccp, which all natoret rcq^iirc. " 

' Wt mrt )ti but joung in deed.] The editions before Ibtubald 
read: , 

Witt htl fung indeed. Johnson. 
The rocininc; i$ nOi ill oplainrd bv x line in iCllI^ HtWJ Vi» 
P. Ill: We aie not, Macbeth wuuKi favs 

Made imfrnderA with tife of tvU detds, " 
or, we arc not yet (at Romeo expreflci it) 9id murderers. ** Theo- 
bald's amendment maybe coiiMtcnmr rd hv a falTnur in Anl^ny mnd 
Citofmtra: ** Not in dted^ madam, lor I can do itotliing. " 

Tk» iititimie Jt$r, l» the fear that always attends the firfl inittation 
into guil!« before the mind becomes caUous and infeiii'ible by fic« 
quern repetition of it, or (at the poet >fays } by kfd uft, . 

Srvevr.K5« 
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SCENE V. 

• * 

The Htatk. 

Tkundtu Enter Hecate, ' meeting the three 

Witches. 

I. Witch. Why, how now, Hccaic?^ you loo]( 
angeriy. 
« 

* ■ gulir HM«f«,] Shakfpcarc has been ceofured for intro* 
dueing Hecate among the vulgar witclxrs, and, coufcquenily, for 

confounding anricnt modern f )u iMniniis. — He has, however^ 

authority for jjiviii^ a tniftrels t'» ilic wiichcs, Dilrio PiJi^uiJ'. Mag, 
lib. iv quxft. 9. quoics a paUagc of AfnltiUy Lib. de djixo •nrtos 
M de quadao Caopona, ngiuM Sagarum. ** And addi furibcr : — at 
fciai eiiatn lum quardam ab iU lioc tilulo lionoraui. " in cnnfe* 
qucncc of this jnfor nn ion, Ben Jonfon, In hii Ma/juf of {hiffns^ 
has iniroilu(cd a diaiaaei which be calls a Damc^ whQ picbdct at 
the mecttog of the 'Witcbci: 

Sifters, flay; we want our dame.'* 

H e damr accordingly enters, invcHcd with rmrks of fuperioritf^ 
and the icU pay ao implicit obedience to her codimauds. 

Again, in a Trnt txamhrntian ami ccnftjfion of JEliMmttik SHU^ 
mlias Rociy'Hiham, kc. ibjg. bl. I. tamo: farther (he faietb, that 
tnothfr Sndre ducUino in the almcs houfe, was the m$ijlu» witcbc 
of all ihc rcfle, and Ihc it now dea«'c. " 

Shakfpeare is therefore blameable only for 'Calling bit prcfidtng 
cbaiaAer Hecate* at it might have been brought on with proprie^ 
under any other title whatever* Steeven** 

Shai^rpeare feems to have been unjuflly cenfutid for introducing 
Htfate among the modern wilclies. Scot's Dijcdirry pf W'Uckii ojt^ 
B. 111. c. it. and c. xvi. and B. Xll. c. iit. uieoiioos it as the 
conmon opinion of all writen, that witches were fuppofed to have 
nielitly meetings \iviih Hcrodiat, ard the Pagau gods," and 
*« lh:;t ill the niglit-tinei ihev ritk- lUroad with Dtana, the goddtfs 
of the Pagans," kc— — '1 licit dame or chief leader fcrm& always 
to have been an old Pagau, as the ladie Sibylla, Miiicrva, or 
Dimnm, ** TOLLET. 

' IFly, l0w n$Wi Hecate?]' Marlowe, though a fcholar, bat 
likewife afed the word Htftt^ as a difTyilabU: 
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Hec. Have T not reafon» beldams, as you are. 

Saucy, and overbold? How did you dare 
To trade and trafiitk with Macbeth, ■ 
In liddles, and allairs of death ; 
And 1, tlic miflrcfs of your charms, 
The ciolc contriver of all harms. 
Was never call'd to bear my part, 
Or fliow the glory x)f our art? 
^ And, which is worfe, all you have done 
Hath been but for a wayward Ton, 
Spiteful, and wrathful; who, as others d0| 
Loves for his own ends, not for you*' 

«» Plutoc's blew firc» and HtcaCs tree, 
With margick fpcUt fo compaft tlfc«. ** 

Df, Fnjhu, IfAlANit. 

' for « tvajward fon^ 

Spiltjul^ and wratkjul ; u/ho^ as others do, 
Levtt hr kis 9vm tkds^ «•/ Jor you. ] Inequality of nearnre^ 
'(the fiift Of ihcfe lines being a foot longer than the fecond) togeiher 
with the uniiecelTaty and weak, cotnparifon — ai olhrrs Ho, incline 
mc to regard the paflage before us as both maimed and iuicrpolaied. 
l^erhaps it originally ran |htt$ ; 

for a wayward fon, . 

A fpiicful and a wrathful, who 
Loves for his own ends, not for you. 
But the repetition of the article m being cafoally omitted by 
fone tranfciiber for the theatre, the verfc became too (hort, and a 
frcfh concIuGon to it wns fiipplied by the aroanuenfis, who -over> 
looked the leytimatc rhyme trit, when he copied the play for 
publication. ^ 

If it be neccfliiry W exemplify the particular |ihnif«o1o^ Introc- 
duccd by way of amendment, a paffagt ill the Wttek hy^MiddteiOiif 
will fulhcieuily anfwcr that purpofe : 

What death is't you delire for Almachildes ? — ' 
A fudden, and « fabtte. 
In thit inftancc, the repeated article a it alfo placed, before two 
adjedives referring to a fuhllantive in the preceding line. Sec alfo 
Tke Fs/on Leltru] Vol. IV. p. i55: " Pray God fend us a good 
world and 0 peaceable.** Again, in our author's King Hinry IVs 
A good i^ortly man, Tfaitb, and a corpulent." 
Again, in an ancitnt MS. entitled The Like of huniyng^ ikgt If 

fltptd majjitr oj game: it [the Boar] is a prowde bccft, « feerty 
and 0 pectlouk. " SiESViNS. 
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■ 

But make amends now: Get you gone, 

And at the pit of Acheron' 

Meet mc i'lhe morning ; thither he 

come ti) know his cielliny. 
^ "^'our vcHcIs, and your ipcils, provide. 
Your clinrins, and L\ crv ihiiiof bciidc : 
I am lor the air ; this night I'ii ipeud 
Lnto a dilmal-iaial end. ^ 
Great buiincfb ^null be wrought ere noon : 
Upon the corner of the moon 
There hangs a vaporous drop profound ; * 
Y-W catch it ere it come to ground: 
And that, diftiird by magick flights,' 
Shall raife fuch atttficial (pi.irhts. 
As, by the flrcngth of their iUufion, 
Shall draw him ou to his confuhon: 

* tkt pit of Acheron — ] Shalcfpcire fecms to have ihottght 

it all tu.ible to bcflovv ilie name of Achtron on any fountain, lalie, 
or jiii, ihfoii^h v^liicli llierc was vul-j-'tly fuppofecl to he n coinmu- 
y uicaituu bciM'ccii itiik and ihc inicrnal woiid. ilic iiuc oiigiaal 

Atkttw wai a ritrer in Greece ; and yet Viigil givci thU aa«e to 
bii lalM in the valley of Am/4nHu in lialy. STtevcNS. 

* Unio « ififmml'jMtai <a^. ] The old copy violaict the metro bj 
aeedlcfb adiliiion .- 

Uulo a (liTmal tnd a fatal end. 
\ rt»i — dij>tia!-laral. Slt^kfpeare. at Mr. Tyrwhiit obfervcs ia 
a note on Ktn^ KichafJ III. is iond of ihcfe compound cpuhcts, ia 
vliuh tl)»' lirH aiijritivc is to be coniidtrcd j« 3ti ativtib. So, "m 
tit.ii play wc ineci itnuli ckildijh'joe.'ijh^ Jt^titJi'OtJiinmUf and mof/«i^. 
Jittiiug. STcevihS. 

* —-4 vMp»f§Mt dfof> pToJoHuii Y That U, a drop that ha» profound^ 
inf^ or liitfra qoalittet. JuHHkUN. 

This vaporous drop feemt to have been mrnnt for the fame as 

the v'iru\ luHiirr of the ancifnis, hein); a loam whicli t^c nio«;n wa* 
fuppofed tu Ihcd nii particular herbs, or ottier objects, wliea 
fitouitly (olicitcd by enchantment, LiAan introduce! Endho oftni? 
it. t 6: 

•* if virus U g' luoare minijrat. '* SruvCMf* 

f .-^JigiiSf] ArUi Ittbtlc piatttces. JuUHtON. 
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He Jliall fpurn fate, fcorn death, and bear 
His hopes "bovc ui(tlr)in, grace, and kar : 
And yt)ii all know, fccuiity 
Is mortals' chicfcfl cnciny. 

Song, [luli^'iu.^ Come nwnw ccmr awa)\ ^ ^c, 
Hark« i am callM ; my little Ipirii. ice, 
Sics in a foggy cluud, and (lays for me. [I'xil. 
1. Witch. Come, let's make hailc ; flieMI fooii 
^ be' back again. [Ex€unl, 



S C E N. E VI. 
Fores. A Room in tie Palace, 

m 

Enter Lenox, and another Lord. ^ 

Len. My former fpeeches have but hit your 
thoughts, 

* Come awaif^ come away. Sec. ] This cnlirc Tong I found in a 
MS. dramatic piece, cntuied, A I ragi- Cooiiiodii: called Ths 
Witch ; long Jmct aded &c. ivriiten by Ikamas Midaleluu, " 
Tit Htftt of SMJpimt has laid — 
^ r am for the air," Sec. 

The Hecate of MulJlrtoti (who, like the fomcr, is fi:Mi r. nncrl 
away by aerial Ipiriu) lui tlic lame declaiaiiou iu altaott iltc Uatt 
words « 

*» I am for mioft** Ite. 
S^ng,] Come awav, come a«My: 7 * Ji * 

• Heccat, HtuBt, comeswav, ' 8tc. \ 
Sec my note fnoag Mr. Malooe** Prolcgonctfa, Ankle Mer* 
kUk^ [VoL U.J where other coincidences Sec. are pointed out. 

STieVENffj 

' F.ntrr tenox^ an/ another Lord. ] As ihis trsKcdjr, like the reft 
of Shakfptare's, is perhaps ovcrftoclccd with pcifonnee*, it is not 
cafy to aibgn a rcafon why a oamclcU chatader ihouid be intio- 
duced here, Guce nothing is bid thai might not with equal pro* 
priety have been put into the mouth of any other dUaffeded man. 
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Which can interpret farther: only, I fay. 
Things have been ftrangeiy borne: The gracious 
Duncan 

Was pitied of Macbeth: — marry, ke was dead:-^ 
And the right>valtant Banquo walkM too late; 
Whom, you may (ay, i! it pleafe you, Fieance 

kih'cl. 

For Fieance fled Men miid not walk ton late. 
Who cannoi want the ihoug' t " how munftrous* 
It was for MuiCulm, and fur Dotialbain 
1 o kill their j».ratious faihcr? damned fa£l f 
How it did grieve Macbcui ! did he not flraight, 
In pious rage, the two dciinqucnts tear. 
That were the flaves of driiik, aad t^hralb of fleep ? 
Was not that nobly done f Ay, and wifely too ; 
For Uwould have angerM any heart alive, ' 
To hear the men deriy it. So that, I fay. 
He has borne all things well: and 1 do think. 
That, had he Dilncan's fons under his key, 
(As.an'i j leafc heaven, he fliail not,) they fliould find 
What 'lucre to kill a faihcr ; fo iliould Fieance. 
But, peace! — for from broad words, and 'caufe he 

lail'd V 
His prefence at the tyrants feafl, 1 hear, 

I believe therefore that In the original copy it was written wiih a 
very comiDon form of coniradion Lenox and An for which iho 

tranTrriber, iiiftcad of I.cnox and Anuus, fet down LeoOX a-id an- 
olktr Lord. The author had indeed been inoie iudebied in the 
tranfcriber't fidelity and diligence, had he cominitted no erroit of 
greater importance. JOHNSon. ^ 

* ITAe caniltft w*el ll« fl«K^i/, ] The Icnie reqnirei : 

Who CM want the thouKbt— — 
Yet, I believe, the text is not corrupt. Sbakfpearc is fometimeff 

incorrect in tlicfe minuii r. Ma lose. 

9 -s~->m«ii^r«ai — ] This word h hctc ufcd at a trifyllable. 

» M ALONE. 
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MacdttfiF lives in difgrace : Sir, can yon tell . 
^here he befiows himfeif ? 

Lord. The Ton of Dnncan/ 

From whom this tyrant holds the due of birth, 

Lives in the Englifli court; and is received 
Of the iTiofl pious tdward with fuch grace, 
That the malevolence of fortune nothing 
ifakes from his high rcfpe^l : i hither Macduff 
Is gone to pray tiic holy kmg, on his aid* 
To wake Northumberland, and warlike Siward J 
That, by the heip of thefe, (with Him above 
To ratify the work,) we may again 
Give to oar tables meat, fleep to onr nights ; 
Free from our feafts and banquets bloody knives 
Do faithful homage, and receive free honours,^ 
- All which we pine for now : And this report 
Hath fo exafperate ^ the king,^ that be 

7 The /on of Duncan^] The old copf— ^m. MALOMt* 

TheobaKl cocxeded ii. JoKnson. , ^ 

• on kis aid — ] Old copy — upon. STfF.VfNS. 

* ft if from our Jfjls and banqvtts bloody knivtt ;\ The COnftruC" 
tiiHi w-^Free our feaiU and baDqueti from bloodjr knives. Pcrhapi 
the words are iranrpofed, and the line origiaally ftood : 

Ourjeajs and banjutts frtt from hlo9d^ iMMi. MauMI, 

Aukward tr.itifpofition* in ancient language .ire fo frcjuent, that 
the palla^e bcfoie ui might have pafled unl'uipcaed, had there not 
been a pof&bUit)t that the compofiior's eye caaght the , word Jm 
from the line immcdiauly following. Wo might rca<l« frifMi Ot 
fray (a verb commonly uftd by old Wtttcn) |^ut any abaagc pcrhspt 
U ncedlefi. Steevens. 

* and rtctivt free honours^] Frtt may be cither honours 

Jrttly btjowtd^ not purcbafed by crimeii or honoun tritktui 
Jlntrff without dread of a tytfanl. Johnson. 

* .m.^-i»afptrtit~\ i. e. exafperated. So cfilawJiMli it ttftd for 
contaminalei in K. Hinrj V. Steevens. 

^ the it'll;,] i. e. Macbeth, Xht old copy hat, led iattl* 

llgibly, — thtir, STl£V£Mt. 

Vol, XL N 
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Prepares for fomc attempt of war/ 

Len. Sent he to Macduft ? 

Lord. He did : and with an ablolute, 5ir» not /, 
The cloudy mciTcnger turns me his back, 
And hums ; as who (liould fay, Xouil rue the time 
Thai dogs me wilh this'TinJwer. * 

Len. And that well might 

Advife him to a caution, ^ to hold what diftance 
His wifdom can provide. Some holy angcl 
Fly to the court of England, and unfold 
His mcfTagc ere he come ; that a fwifi blefTing 
May (con return lo this our fufieriug country 
Under a hand accur& d!^ 

Lord. My prayers with him ! ' 

[Exeunt, 

Thtir refer* to ibe fod of Duncan, and Macdnff. Sii T. Hanmcr 
leads unnecefTaril)', I ihiak, tkt king. Malons. 

* frtfares for Jomt ttUmpI of War.] The fiiifttlarity of* tbis ex* 

prcflion, with the apparent rcdnndancy of the metre, almoft per- 
fuaile tnc to foUoMT Sir T, Hanncr, by the omiffioo of the two Uft 

words. SxrEVENS. 

Advije km to « cauitoo,] Sir T. Hjiamer, to add rmootiiueCi 
to the verfificatioo, reada^te s care. ' 

I f«%>cA, however, the .word».^fa are interpolations defigned 

to rcinlcr an elliptical exprefTinn ronre clear, according to fomO 
playci't appichcnlion. Perhaps ibc lioct ort^naUy fiood thus: 
And that well mi^ht 

Advife htm cautioo, end to hold what diflaact 
His wifdon can provide. Stiwunl 

*• ~to tki$ our Jr^fering cour.trj 

Undtr a hand accan d .'j The condrudioo is,— .tO Ottf eovatl^ 
fuCferinti under a hand accurfcd. Maloni. 

V My prtjtrs wifi its*'] The old copy, frigidly, andiadefianco 
•of neafure, rcadt * 

i'// ftnd my prayers with him. 
T nm ar^nre, that for this, and fmiiiar rejections, I (hall be cen* 
furcd by thofe who arc difinclined to venture out of the track of 
the old (bge* waggon, though it may occafiooalljr conduA thcoa 
into a dough. It nay fooo, thctcfofc, be dilcoTcrcdf diat dsom* 
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A C T IV. S G E N IL 1/ 

( 

A dark Cave. In the middle^ a Cauldron boilingt 

Thunder, Enter the three Witches. 

1. Witch. Thrice the brindcd cat hath mc\v\l.' 
s. Witch. Thrice; and ouce the hedge-pig 
whin'd.* 

« 

fous beauties are re6dcift in tbe difcardcd v6r6i—I ffnd and that 
ai frequently as the nculgarifin— hat been difplaced tnakc rboi^ 

for — a diamond lias been exchanget! for a pebble. — For my own 
fake, however, let mc add, that throu|;hout the prcfcut tragedy 
no fuch liberties have been excrcifcdf without the previous appro- 
bation of Dr. Farmer, 'Who fully contort with me in foppofiog the 
inegoUrities of Shabfpeare's text to be ofteoer <^ccafiooed by lo* 
tcrpolations, than by otniflfioas. Steevfns. 

• Scene /.] As this is tbe chief fccnc of enchantment in tlic play, 
it is proper in this place to obCervc, with how much judgemeut 
Shakfpcare hat felefied all the circumflancet of hit loferoal cere- 
monies, and how esafily he bat cdoforaicd to common' opiolont an^ 
ttaditioos : 

•* Thrice the brindcd cat haih mew'd." 

The nfual form in which familiar fpiritt are reported (o coni^erfe 
with witches, is that of a cat. A tviich, who was tried about half 
a century bciore tljc lime of Shakfpeaie, had a cat named Rutterkin,' 
as tbe fpirit of one of thofc witches was Grimalkin ; and when any 
jniCchief wat lo be done, Ihe nfcd to bid Ruttetkin Mdjfy. But. 
once when Ibe would have fent Rutterkin lo lotroeut a daughter of 
ibc cotintcfs of Rutland, inftead of (oing or Jfyin^, he only cried 
fluw, from whence ihe difcovereU iJiat tbe lady was oat of his 
power, the power of witchet being not nnivetOtl, but limited, atf 
Shakfpcare has taken care to inculcate : 

*^ Though his bark cannot be kkft,, 
Yft it Ihall I c icrapeft-toft." 

The common ahiioiouit which the roallce of witches prodttc'eo,' 
-w.erc melancholy, fitt, and loft of flcfb, which 4tte tbr^ateo€4 
dUt of Shnkfpene*f witchet :^ 
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. 3. Witch.' Harper cries :^<—i*Ti8 time, *us time/ 



«* Weary fev'n nights, nine times nine, 
Shall he dwindle, peak, aud piuc." 
It wu likewire iheir pra&ice to dcftroy the cattle of tbeir neigh- 
bours, mod the farmcri have to thit day niaay ccrcmonic!. to fecure 
their cows and other caltlc from witchcraft ; but they fccm to have 
been moii fulpedc4 ot malice a^aind i^ine. Sb«tkfpeare has ac- 
cordingly made one of hi* witchf t declare that fhe faai been kUli9g 
Jmmti and Dr. Harfuet obfeivca, that about that time, 
could not he ill of the ntajles, nOT m prl of tkt JlUlnu^ hut OM 
W0ai«a was ckarg d uitk mttckcraft." 

Toad, thai under the cold ftone, 
" Dayt and nighu haft tbirty*one, 
*' Swelter'd venom ilecping got, 
*» Boil tbou farfl i'lhe cuarnicd pot." 
Toads have likewife long lain under the reproach of being by 
feme means acceffary lo witchcraft, for nrhich reafon Shakfpcarc, 
in the firft fcene of thil play, calls one of the fpirits Paddock or 
TojH, and now takes care to put a toad firft itito the pot. When 
Vauinus was fcizcd iit Touloufe, there was found at bis lodgings 
imgtm tuj» vitn inelv/us^ 0 grft tfd Jkut w m vm/, upon which 
Ihofc that prorecutcd htm Yintfthm iKprtkrmi&ait ckarftd Aia, I 
fuppofe, mtk xtiiickiffl. 

»• Fillet of a fenny fnake, ^ 
lo the cauldron boil and bake 1 
Eye of newt, and toe of frog {— 

•* For a chsrm," 8cc.' 
The pro; riciv of tliefc ingredients maybe known by confulting 
the boukk iit l uibus Jntmaiium aud dt AlirabUitui Mundif afciibed 
to Albcrtbs Magnot, in which the reader, who has tioic and crc* 
dulity, may dilcover very wonderful fecrcts. 
, Finger of birih -ftrangled babe, 

** Ditch-delivcr'd by a drab ■ 
It has been already mentioned in the law a^nft witches* that 
they arc foppofed to 6ke up dead bodies to ufc in enchantments, 
which was cotifelTed by the woman whom king James cxninincd, 
and who had ot a dead body, that w^s divided in one of tbeir af« 
leAblhfs, two fingers for her (hare. It is obfcrvable, that Shak- 
fpcare, on this great occafioa which inrolves the fate of a kittf» 
multiplies all the ciicumdances of horror. The babe, wbofe finger 
is ufcd, mufi Uc Arangled in its birth ; the grcafe muA not otity be 
.hmnan, but muU have dropped from a gibbet, the gibbet of a 
Ifiuidtrcr , and evca the fow, whofc blood is ufcdt muft hara of* 
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1. Witch. Round about the cauldron go ; ^ 
In the poilon'd entrails throw. — : — 

fended nature by devouflng h*r own farrow. Theft are touches of 

judgement and genius. 

And now abont the cauldron fing, ■ 
•« Black fpirits and white, 
" Red fpirii? and crcy, 
- Mingle, niinglc, mingle, 
Yott that mingle may.*' 
And in a former part : 

weird fifters, hand in handf** — 

•* Thus tlo go about, about; * 
Thrice lo thine, and ihrice to mine, 
Atid thrice again, to make up nine !** 
Thefe two pa{ragcs I have bi ought together, becaufe thev both 
fccm fubjeS to the objcdiion of too mucti Icvitv for tlie folcmniiy 
of enchantment, and may both be Ibown, by one quotation from 
Camden*! accoant of IrehiDd, to be fonnded upon a praAite realljr 
obferved-by the uncivilifed natives of that coundy: When any> 
one cct^ a fill, Jais the infoimrr of CamJrn, he ftarls up, and, turn- 
ing tkrtt times to Iki tight, digs a bole in the earth } for they imagine 
that there it a fpirit in the ground, and if he falli lick in two ot 
three days, they fend one of their women that is (killed in that way 
to the place, where fhc fays, I rail ilice from the eaft, weft, north 
and foiith, from the groves, the woods, the rivers, and the fens, 
from the /dirui, ttdy Hacky wkitt.'* There was I ike wife a book 
written before the time of Shakfpeare, defcribing, amongft other 
properties, the colours of fpirits. 

Maiiv other circumflances mi^ht be particularifed, in which 
Shakfpeare has fhowu his judgement and bis knowledge. 

JOHMON. 

. * Tkrici ih» hhdtd cat Uik mtw'tl.] A c«(, from time imme- 
morial, has been the agent and favourite of witches. This fuper- 
ilitious fancy is paean, and very ancient ; and the original, perhaps, 
this: IrVhen Galinikta was ckanged into « cat by iki F*tti [ fays An'^ 
itnhs Littratist Metam. tap. eg.), wilcifi, {ftjs f ta 
kis Bccotics,) Hecate took pity of htTy and made ktr her prujltfs ns 
vkttk ojficf Jh( continues to tkit day. Hecate hrrjrlf too,' when Typhon 
ftreed all the gods and goddejfes to kidt tktmjtlves la animals, ajfunti 
ikt Jhapt of a cat. So, Omif « 
¥t\t Jprvr PkteH laiuit." Warburton. 
* Tbnce i ati once ikt htdge-pig mkiu'di] Mr. Theobald reads, 
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Toad, ihsit under coldeft ftone,^ 
Days and niglus haft' thir-cy one 

twice and once, 8cc. and obfervcs that odd namben are ufed in att 
ciichanlmenu and magical operations. The remark is jutt, but 

the palTage was mifundcrliooJ The ftcond Wiuh only repeats the 
number which the firft had mentioned, in order to ronhrm Wiat 
ihe had faid ; and (hen adds, that the ked^c-pig bad liLewile cri^d, 
though but'OBce. Or what fcemi more cafy, the hcdf(e«>pig had 
whined MnVr, aad after an interval had whined once again. 

Even numbers, however, were always reckoned itiaufpicious. 
So, in Ike HoneJ Lawyer^ by S. S. 1616 : Sure 'tis not u lucky 
time; the firft erov I heard this morning, cried lunft. This n»re, 
fir, ii no eood number.** Tufiet and oncf, however, might be a 
.cant exprcffioii. So, in Kin f; Henry IV. 1*. II. Silence tiyi, ** I 
llave been n»cr»y twice and onrr, ere now." Stli;vln>. 

The urchin, or hedgehog, from its lolitariuefii, the uglinefs of 
Its appeamnce, ^nd from a.popnlar opinion thai it fucked or poU 
foncd the udders of cows, was adopted into the demonologic frfteni, 
and its ftni»c was fomcritnc* fup^fcd to be alfumed by niil« hicvoui 
fives. Hcucc was oue of the plagues of Caliban in Jkt Temptfi^ 

T. Wartom. 

' Harper ertM.<] Thii ii fome imp, or familiar (^irtt, conceni- 
%n^ whole ctvinoiogv and office, the reader may be wifer than the 
editor. '1 hofc wlio arc acquainlrd wiih Dr. Farmer's p.Trn[)hlct, 
will be vmwilling to derive ibc name of Harper from Ovid's Har^ 
fMt$St ab ap^cc^o), rapio. Sec Upton's Crtltccf fljervations, &c. edit. 

Hsrper^ - however, mav he only a mifpetling. Of m^fprinti for 
k^TpJ. So, in Mr.ilowc * 1 ai:> uj laiuf , Sec i5go; 

And like a hmtftr tyers upon my life." 

The word cries likewife feems to conatenaace thb fuppofitfqn* 
frying is one of th« technical terms appropriated to the noife 
ipade by birds of |prey, e^ecially when they are hungry. 

SrEEVENS. 

■'• ^ 'Tisiine, 'iit /imr.j This familiar does not cry out tbat 

it is time for them to begin their encbantmcnti } but criis, i. e. 
gives them the fignal, upon which the third Witch con^miiiUcatc| 

the notice to her Gflers : 

Harper cries : — 'Tis lim^, 'lis time. 
Thus too the Hecate o( Midilltlon, already (quoted : 
Hit.] Heard yoo the owle yet? 
Stad.] Briefcly in the copps. 
^iit,] 'Tii kigk iint Jor ut tktn," Stievens. 
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Swelter'd venom * flccping got, 
Boil thou firfl i'tlie charmed pot I 

All. Double* double toil and trouble;* 
Fire, bum; and, cauldron, bubble. 

2. Witch. Fillet of a fenny 4nake, 
In the cauldron boil and bake : 
Eye of newt, and toe of frog, 
W^oul oi bat, and tongue oi dog, 

• * 

' ftound oiotil Ike ran! iron go ; ] Mihon has cavght thb image io 
his Hjmn on Iht Morning oj Cktiji's Naimtj: 

la difmal tiaacc cbout ihc iuuiai.c blue." SreiVENS. 

* ..-^ctldt^ Jltmt,] The old copy ha«->t; fid Aone." The 
modern edtiori, — tht cold flotie." — The flighter change I have 

niadc, by i'ubllituting ihc fuf tilaiivc for ihc pontive, lias met wiifi 
the .ly pioba.iun of Dr. Farracr, or it woujd uot have appeared ia 

the (Ckl. SlEEViNS. * 

Tk( was added by Mr. Pope. Malonl'. 

? I>«7J mi Mtgki* hafU->J Old copy^iei. Corieded by Snr 
T. Haomer. Malokb. 

* SvMdierd vtncr- -] Thin word feens to be c m ployed by Shak- 

fpcare, to Gguify lliai the aninul vas oioifltntd v-iih its own cold 
cxtudatious. So, in the twcoi/'fccotid iuu^ of Diaytou's l'ol)ol' 
hfn f 

*^ And all the Icnii^hts there dub'd the morning but before, 
'*The cvcnirit^ fun behrKl il irc f.i'rlUr'J in t!itir core 
In the old trsiillaiion of hocc.ice's .\ovcli», [lo^oj the following 
fentence alfo occurs *• an huge and mighty tosi even mlUnng^ 
(as it were) in m ktU Jutl nf p»tf«it/' ^^Smliering in blood** is 
likeuife au cxprcfTion ufcd by Fuller in his Church Hijlorj^ \.. 37. 

Anil in Churchyard's t'^rrutU l9 tit VVtufUt ^^9^t a hiuiUi; 
exprcfUon : ^ ^ 

•* He fpake great thingei that fvtUU in his greacie.** 

STCEVtNK 

* DovlW, double loU and irr'j' h ;] Ai ihis was a very exlranr<ri- 
nary in< .mt.iiion, they wtre lo double their y>.''\u\ about it. 1 thiuk,^ 
therefore, il Ihould be 'pointed as I have pt.in cd n: 

Doithh^ douhlt toil mud irouklt i 
otherwlfc the folemnity is abated by ihc iiotnedlatc recurrence bf 
Ibc rfaybe. SfEBVEMt. 

N 4 



i Digitized by Google 



i84 MACBETH. 

Adder's foik, and blind-worm's fling,* 
Lizard's leg, and owlcfs uing 
For a charm of powcrlul uoublc. 
Like a hell-broth bull and bubble. 

All. Double, double toil and trouble; 
Fire, bum ; and, cauldron, bubble. 

3. Witch. Scsile of dragon, tooth of wolf; 
Witches* mummy ; maw, and gulf ^ 

Of tiiC ravin'd falt-fea (bark 

Root oi hemlock, dtggd liht dark^ 

» blind-worm's //n?,] Tb« Hiiid'»9rm it th« fi9mmw§m. 

So Diavion ia Nnaks tlo<id : 

*'lbc fmall'cycd JUw-uorm held of mauy Hind,'* 

STitTtirt, 

' — .^ai«w, 4Mi g»tf%] Tb« gtdfh iht yar«//»w, the Ikrcat. 

STKEVrNS. 

In T if Mirror Jor Ma^ijiatts^ ^MC have mouftroui m^wts and 
gulfts, " HrNDEKtOII.. 

' ravin'd falt-fta y^jr*;] Mr. M. Mafon obfcrvej ihai we 

fho'iid read ravxn iaftcad of tmiind* So, -ia AiXt wtll Ik^t tnds 
wfll Hcleita fa) i, • 

^Betttr It wen 
^' I met the rivtM lioo, when hf roar'd 
Wiih fbarp conflraitit of hunger." 
And in Beaumoui and Fletcher s hUid of tit Ali7/, Gillian fayi 
When nurfe Amaranta— ' 
Wa> feia'd oa by a fierce and hungry bear, 
•'She waft Che r«vt»*i prey. 
Ho^^cvcr, in Phineas Fleirher's Aorvjfj, or ApcUrorrifls^ '^^7, 
the iame word, a* ii a^jpcais in ihc (ckt of the play bcioie us, 
occurs : 

But flew, devaur'd and fill'd hii empty maw ; 
»• Rut ul.L hi> rai'fnd prey hi» boutlls broke, 
**Su intu (our diviJcs his br*azea yoke. " 
J?e^'fiiV t> ^lulled with prcv. Ravin is the ancient word for /rfjr 
phUintd hy vMltncif So, in Drayton's f(>/y0//'{0R, fong7: 

Ik bu: a dvn lor bc:iHs of i a- in maile." 

The Umc word occurs again in Mta/urt Jar Mmjurt. 

SxtLVtNS. 
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I.iver of blafpheming Jew; 
Gall of i:,oat, and II ps of vew, 
S ivci (1 in the moon's ccliplt ; ^ 
Nofc of Turk, and Tartar's lips;* 
Finger of birth-(lrani:U <1 babe, 
DitcliH'elivcr d by a drab, 
Make tbe gruel chick aud flab : 
Add thereto a'tigcr^s chaudron, ' 
For the ingredients of our cauldron. 

All. Double, double toil and trouble; 
Fire, burn ; and, cauldron, bubble. 

To r«ntii, according to Miadieu, i» to devour, or eat grttdili. 
See hU DiCT. 1^17, m v« devour, I Inelieve, our author, with 
his ufuai licence, ufed fvin^i for rrnvmus, ihe paffive pariiciple 

for the adjedivc. Maionf. 

' Sliver'd in the nif)on's cclipfc; ] Sliver is a common word in 
the North, where it mcaus to cut a fim or a Jlice. AgniUf ia King 
Ltmr: * 

«' She who herfdf will Jlivtr and difbranch." 
Miltou hak tranfplatitcd the iccond of tbcft idcM ioto his LjcidMt 
• •* — J— perfidious bark > 
»« Built ni th' edipfi** STrnvKiis. 
N»f$ 9/ Turk, and Tar Ur**^ tips t ] Thcfe ingredients in alt pro- 
bability owed ilieir iiitrodn^ion '.o tlie dcteftaltOO in which the 
Tuiks were ticld, on account ol the kolj wars. 

So folititous indeed were our ncij^hbours the Preneh (from whom 
moft of our prejudices as well at cuiloms are derived] to keep this 
idcri awake, tfm e\ cn in ihclr miliiar\' fporl of the quintain, their 
fnldicrs were acculiomed to point their lauces at the hgurc of a 
Saracen. Steevens. ^ 

^ Add tkertia m iigtr's chaudron,] Ciea^rea, i. e. nifiUi a 
word forinerlv in common ufc in the books of cookery, in one of 
whicfi, printed in 1^97, I meet uiih a receipt to make a piuiding 
of a calf 5 chaltsion. Again, in Decker's thnrji WkoUf i635 : 
** Sixpenre a meal weneh, at 'well as heart can wifli, with caWct* 
chauldiom yi|d chiiterlinp " At the Coronation feaft of Elizabeth 
of Yoik, queen of Heniy V'll. amnnp other diflie-, one was " a 
fwan with cAatiJron," tucaning fauce made with its cniiails. Sec 
Ivu^s StttS Papers i N«. 3. p. 140. See aUo Mr. Pegge't 'F9m» 
ff C«f7, « rtU pf mcunt £9gtifli CMifiy, Sec. Svo. 1780, p. 66. • 

STBtVtMf* 
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a. Witch. Cool it with a baboon's blood, 
Then the charm is firm aod good. 

Enter Hecate, and the other three Witches/ 

Hec. Oi well done ! * I commend yoar pains; 
And every one ihall ihare i*the gains. 
And now about the cauldron fing, ^ . 

Like elves and fairies in a ring, 
jEochandng all that you put in. . [Mufich^ 

SONG.' 

« 

Biack Jpiriis and white ^ 

Red Jpirits and grey; 
Mingle, mingle^ mingle, 

Tau that mingle may. 

^ — — a* •Utr three Wiitka, J The iDfertion of there word« 
(eni the otktr thru Witeku) inibe ori^ioal copy, muft ble owing to 
a aiiftake. There is no rejfoti to fuppofc thai Shakfpearc meant tft 
iotroducc more tbaa ikret wuche> upon ibe fccae. Riison. 

* Of Wilt d*ne!] Ben JonTon*! ia hit Ma/qut oj Quttns, . 
1609, addrcflfet her aflfociaies ia the fane manner 1 

" Wd! donCy my kagt." 

The attentive reader will oblcrvc, that ia this piece, old Ben 
has exerted his ftrougeft e(Fort!» to rivjl the incantation oi Shak- 
fpeare*! Witchct, and the final iiddreft of Profpero to the aerial 
fpirlts under his command. 

It may be rctnarkcd alfo, that Shikfpcare's Hecate, after deli- 
veriog a fpeech of fave lines, inierferei no further in the buGticfs 
•ff the fccne, bitt it loft in the crowd of fubordinate witches. No- 
thing, io fltort, is eflefted hy her affiftance, hat what might havo 
been done without it. SffcEVENS. 

* SONG.] ill a former note on this tragedy, I had obfervtd^ 
that the original edition conuin only the two firft words of the 
fong before us ; but'have fitice difcovered the entire Aanza in the 
Witth, a drjimtic piece bjr Midllcton, already quoted. The fong 
is there called— "a Charfne-foag, abo it a veflcl.*' — I rpav add, 
that this invocation, as it jt^yK occurs in the Wilck, is — White 
fpiri^s, black fpiiiu, gray fpiritt, red fpiriu/* Afterwards, we 
ifid h ii^ its prefcnt mctAcal ihape. 
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« 

Witch. By the pricking of my thumbs,* 
Something wicked this way comes:-— 
Open, locks, whoever knocks. 

EnUr Macbeth. 

« 

Macb. How now, youfecret, black, and midnight 
hags? 
What is't you do ? 

All. a deed without a name. 

Macb. I conjure you, by that which youprofcfs, 
( Howe'cr you come to know it,) anfwerrae: 
Though you untie the winds, and let them fieht 
Againft the churches ; though the yefty waves^ 
.Confound and fwallow navigation up; . 
Though bladed corn be lodged, * and trees blown 
down; 

» 

The fong was in all probability a traditional one. The colours 
pf fpirits ate often mentioned. So, in Mpujitw I'lcMM, tSdg: 

Be thou hlack^ or wkitt, or grftn^ 

Be thou beaid, or to be ften." 
Perhaps, indeed, this muhcal icrap (which does not well accord 
ivitb the ferioas bufineft of the fcene ) was introduced hf the plajcri, 
-without the Tuggeftiou of Shakfpcare. Stecvens. - 

Reginald Scot in his Difccvery of Withcrajt^ >^84i enumerating 
fhc ditferent kinds of fpiiits, yariicularly mentious while, blacky 
grtj , aud rtd fpirits. Sec alTo a pailagc quoted from Camden, ante, 
p. i8i, n. 8. The modem editions, witboot dbthofitf| read-* 
Mlut fpirits and grejr. Ma lone. 

* By thf prickini^ of t,'i> thumbs y Scc. ] It a very ancient fnper- 
iliiion, that all luddcii pains of the body, and oihir fenfaiions 
vMch eould not naturally be aceoanted for, were prefai^es of fomc* 
what that was (hortly to happen. Hence Mr. I'ptoo has explained ' 
a pafTage in The Miles Gloriofus of Flautus : Timco qnod.rerani 
gefferitn hie, ita dorjus tolus piuiit" Steevens. 

* — — ytj^y wgvts ) That is foaming or frothy wtvts, 

J^RNSOK* 

^ XkougK lladfd corn he loil'^'d , ] So, in K. Ruhard IT : 

Our figbs, and they, ihall lod^t the fuuimer corn." 
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Though caftles topple ^ on iheir warden* heads ; 

Though palaces, and pyramids, do flope 

Their heads to their fouadacions ; though the trea- 

(arc 

Of nature's gcrmins ^ tumble all together, 
.Even till dcflrudion ficken, anlwer me 
To what I afk you. 

1. Witch. Speak, 
s. Witch. Demand. 
3. Witch. We*ll anfwer. 

1 . Witch. Say, if thou^dft rather hear it from our 
mouths. 
Or from our maflers* ? 
Macb. Call them, let me fee 'them. 

' 1 . Witch. Pour in fow*s blood, that hath eaten 
Her nine farrow ; greafe, that's fweaten 

Again, ia Khg Hnuy F/. P. II: 

like to the fummer corn by tcmpeft Udl^d" 
Corn, proftrated by the wind, in modern language, is faid tot bc 
lafd: but lod^'d had anciently, the fame meaning. RirsoN. 

* Tkou^k cjjlts topple 1 toppU^ ii ufed for iumkU, So, ia 

Marlowft*! L«/V l|9»t«tM, AaiV. fc. iii: 

. That I might pile up Charon** boatfo fall, 

rntil it topple o'er." 
AgsUOf in Shirley's (iftleman of Vrnict: 

— > may be, his bafic haMi toppltd him 
„ •* Into the river.** 
A^B, in PeticUi Pnmc ef Tjre^ 1609: 

The very principali did (ecm to rend, and all to iopplt.*' 

Steevens. 

* Of naluris gerroiot^^j ThU wu fubQttutcd by Theobald 
for N^iw^i genaaine. Johnion. 

So, in K. LttTy AS. III. fc. it: 

, *' all ^rrmim fpill al onct 

*♦ That make ungrateful man.** 
Germins arc fecdi which have begun to gtrmintU or fprout. Germ 
ntn , Lat. Girmt^ Fr. Gtrmt it a %ord vfed by Bitiwn io bit 
Vfil^ar Erron: Whether it be not mad« 9»t fff ihc fUM Ot 

treadle oC the egg," fcc. Sri^vtNS. 
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From the murderer's gibbet, throw * 
Into the ilame. 

Ail. ^ ' Come, high, or low; 
Tbyielf, and o&ce, deftly ihow. ^ 

Thunder. An Apparition of an armed head rijes,^ 

Macb. Tell me, thou unknown power,—— 
1. Witch. He knows thy thought; 

Hear his Ipeech, but fay thou nought. * 
App. Macbeth! Macbeth 1 Macbeth! beware 

Macduff ; 

Beware the thane of Fife.'— Difmi^s me :— Enough. 

[ dejccndim 

s 

• dcfily Jhotv. ] i. e. with adroitnefs, d<xtcroufl7. So, 

ibc fccond part of iC. Edward IV. by Heywood, i6s6 : 
^ I II my miAtcls (peaks dtjUy aod truly.'* 
1>«/I U a Nonh Coontry word. So, in Richard Brooc*! KirtUm 
Uyt^ Mil 

•« He faid I were a defl \»h." Stbeven^. 

' An Apparilion of an armed headrifes. ] The armed head reprefentf 
fyvboUcally Macbeth'* head cut oii aad brought to Malcolm by 
Macduff. Tbe bloody child h Macduff untimely ripp'd from hit 
SDOthcT ft womb. The child with a crown on his head, and » 
bovigh in his hand, is the royal Malcolm, who ordered bij foldicri 
to hew them down a bou^b, and bear it before tbem to Duo&aaae. 
Thia obfeivation I have adopted from Mr. Upton. STEtVBMi. 

Lord Howard, in bit Dtjtnjativ* s/i«inj tie Poif$n 0/ fnpp9jti 
Tropktcits^ mentions, a notable example of a conjuror, who re> 
prcfented (as it were, in dumb (how) all tbe perfons who (hould 
po0^erf the crown of France; and caufed tbe king of Navarre, or 
rather a wicked fpirit in hit Acad, to appear itt tha fifth place," &c. 

' m^m^fgj thou voui^ht.] Silcnca wat ntccflary dwdag all iacaa- 

tatioaa. So, in Dr. t'aujtu^ 1604: |*^ 
Your grace, demand no qucfiions,— > — ^ 
But in dumb Jilna let them come and go.** 
Afain* In TU TmptJIt • 

»» be mute, or elfe our fpell is marr'd." STEEVENi. 

tit tkM* oj — U< icar&cd of ccruia 
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Magb* Wha^e*et thoa art, for thy goodcAodon, 
thanks ; 

Thou haft harpM my fear^ aright : *MBarpne word 

more:-^ 

1. Witch. He will not be commanded : Here's 
another, 
More potent than the iirft. 

Thunder* An Apparition of a bloodj child rijes* 

Arp. Macbeth! Macbeth! Macbeth! — - 

Macb. Had I three cars, I'd hear thee. 

App. Be bloody, bold, andrefplute : laugh tofconi 
The power of man ; for none of woman born 
Shall harm Macbeth. ^ [ defccnds. 

Macb. Then live, Macduff; What need! fear 
of thee ? 

But yet ril make affurance double furc. 
And take a bond of fate : "* thou Ihalt not live ; 
That I may tell pal c-heartcd fear, it lies. 
And iieep in fpite of thunder. — What is this* 

wizzards, ih whofe wordt he put grtat confidence, Iiov^ that^bt 
ought to take heede of Macduff, " kc. Holiafhed. Sr£EV£Nt. ^ 

* Tfiou hajl harp'd mj fear an«ht:^ To harp^ is to touch on a 
paflion ai a luipcc touchei a llriog. So, ia C0ri«/«a«i, Aft II. 
fc. nit! 

Hwf on Uia( flilV** Stsivins. 

* SMI km Mathdk, 1 So, ffoUnflied: — And ftfraly bcic 

tjpoQ he had put MacduU to death, but that :i ccrteinc vritch, whoox 
he had in grcit truft, had told him, thai he Hiould never be flaine 
with man borue of anic woman, nor vauquiihed till the wood of 
Benumc ^ow to the caflell of Doofiamie* This propbecie put afl 
fcare out of hit heart. ** aTBcvsm* 

* — tmit a bond of J*Ut\ In this fcene the attorney has more 
tiun once degrndcd dtc poet{ lot pnicnti/ we have— >•* iluttikfi at 
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Thunder, An Apparition of a child crouined^wilh a 

tru in his hand^ rifes. 

That rifes like the ifTae ot a king ; 
And wears upon his baby brow the round 
And top of fovercignty ?^ 

All. Liften, but fpcak not. * 

App. Be lion-mettled, proud; and take no care 
Who chafes, who frets, or where confpirers are: 
Macbeth ftiall never vanquifhM be, until 
Great Birnam wood to high DanGnane hilP 
Shall come againft him. [ defcends, 

Macs. . That will never b^: 

Who can imprefs the foreft ; ' bid the tree - 

« • 

* — — — iki round 

And top of fovenigntyf ] The round is that part of the crown 
that cnctrclei the bead. Xhc ii the ornameni that lires abov* 
it, Johnson. 

* Lijlen^ hut /ptsk n9L] The old copy, iojuriouily to nnfoft* 
reads— 

Li(lco, but Tpeak not to'i. Stcevens. 
^ kigh DuudaiQt kill — ] The prefent quantity of Dunfim 

uont it right. In every fubrcquent iDftance the accent is nnfplaced. 
That* in Hcrvcy's Lt/ir of King Rpkirt Smcr, 1729 (a good, au* 
tboriljr): 

** The noble Wcemyfs, Mc duff's immortal fon, 
Mc duff! th' aflTertcr of the Scottish throne ; 
Wbofe deed* let Biroam and Dmi/fmiM tell. 
When Canmore battled, and ihc villain « fcU.** RiTiomI 

Fropbefiei of apparent impoSbitidct were common an Scotland } 
loch at the retnoval of one place to another. Under this popular 
nrophetick formulary the prefent predidion maybe ranked, la the 
ume ftrain peculiar to his couoiry, fays Sir David Liqdfay; 
«« Quhen the Bat and the Ifle of Ma)r 

Beit fet upon the Mount Si nay, 
** Qu'ien the Lowmound befydc Falkland 
»* lie lifiit to Northumberland " T. WarTON. - 

' Who can infrtfs tkt Jortjl i ] i. c. who xau comaaand the foreft 
to ferre him like a foldicr Impreft'd. JoamoM* 
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Unfix his earth-bound root? fvvcetborlcments ! good! 
C Rebellious head, rife never. ■ till the wood 
Ol Birnam rife, and our high'piacM Macbetb 
Shall live the ieafc of nature, pay his breath 
To time, and mortal cuflom. — Yet iny heart 
Throbs to know one thing; Tell me, (if yonrart 
Can tell fo much,) ihall Banqno's iflue ever 
Reign in this kingdom?* 

All. Seek to know no more; 

Macb. 1 will be fatisficd : deny mc this. 
And an eternal cuilc lail on von! Let me know:— 
Why hiiks that cauldron? and what noife is this? * 

>!. Witch. Show! 2. Witch. Show ! 3.- WiicH. 

Show ! 

All. Show his eyes, and grieve his heart; 
Come like fhadows, fo depart. 

* RthlUw bcftd, ri/t nevtr^] The old copy hav^rebcllioat 

MALOMt. 

Wc flioul'i read R lrili ui head i. c. let rcbcUioti never rnakit 

head agamft tae till a forcH move, atid I liiali tci^o io faiciy. 

Theobald. 

Mr. Theobmid rightly obfervcs, that ketd meani or power :^ 

*' Tlial Douglas and the ETifjlifh rcbcU met; — 

A mighty and a fearful ktad ibcy aic' A. Utnrj IV. F. I. 
Again, in King Htnrj VI II: 

My aoblc fiitber, Henry of BacUnghaiii, 
M Who ^ra rm»*4 katd agaioft urorpiog Richard.** 

Johnson. 

This phrafc is not peculiar to Shakfpeare: So, in J it Dtalh of 
, Sohtri Earl »/ Hnntington^ 1601 1 

howling like a kettd of angry wolvei.** 

Again, in kook ahoul Tou, i6on : 

Is, like a ktad of people, mutinous." Steevens. 

* noife is tlisf J A'oi/r, in our ancient poeti, is oftea 

literally fynonymoos for mujic. See a note on K. Henry IK* F. II. 
AA U* fc. >v. Thus alfo Spcnfcr, Fatrie Qjffnf, I. xii. SgS , * 
During which lime there was a heavenly noifi.'* 
See likewtfc the 47th Ffalm: God is gone up with a merry 
and the Lord with, the found of the irooip.** SmvEM. 
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Eight kings ^ appear, and pafs oxfer thejlage in order ; 
the lajl, with a glaji in his hand: Bauquo fol- 
lowing, 

Macs* Thou art too like the fpirit of Banqao) 
down! 

Thy crown does fear mine eye-balls : ^ — - And thy 
hair, . 

Thou other gold-bonnd brow, is like the firll:— « 
A third is like the former — Filthy hags I 

' Eight liR'j — ; — ] ** It is reported that Voltaire often lau^t 
at the tr.Ycdy of Af«c^«/A, for having a legion of gbolUioit. One 
fliould imagiae he either bad not lekroed BttgUlh, or had forgot hit 

Latin; for the fpirits of Ranquo's line rre no more ghofls , than 
the reprercntation of the Julian race in the ;£nctd ; and there it no 
ghoft but Buuquu & throughout the piaf." tjjaf «r iki Gtuius Md 
Writings oJSkakJptati^ Sec. bjrMis. Monttgue. ^Stbbvins. 

4 tkj er9wn d9n fear «t»«f7i-l«//rr] The expreffion of Mifhcth, 

that the crown fcais his eye-balU, is taken froat «|)e method for* 
merly praSifcd of deftroving the fight of captives or competitors, 
by holding a burning baloa before the eye, which dried up ita 
liumtdiiy. Whence the Italian, •flo<tR«r#, to tM, Johnsom. 

• and Ikj hair, " 

ritfn $ikgr gfU'hnd krtw, U Oki fir /r>f 
A tUrd it Hie tkt pmtr:] At Macbeth cxpeAcd to fct a ttiia 
ofkings, and was only enquiring from what race they would pro- 
ceed, he could not be furprifed that the kair of the fccuud .was 
h9wd wi/l fold like that of the firft ; be wai offended only that the 
fecond refenbled the firft, at the firft tefienibled Baoqnoi and cbeie* 
fore Cud; 

^—tmitkj air, 

Tk%* otktr gold-hound (rO», tff fi4# tkt ^rj, 
Thh Dr. Hyarbnrton bat followed/ JOHiiaoN* 

I do not at prefent rceolleft that the tern— .ety fignifying the 
fiiinngr 0/ a per/on, is any where employed by Shakfpeare« Perbapi, 

indeed, this adoption ffom the French language i< not as ancient 
at his lime i for the word then u£cd to cxprefs pecuiiaiiiy of 

conotenance or geflure, was-^nel. Soi in Amgjoknt a 

itick of Cocur-de-lion s face:" and in AlCs mU tkMt tUdt WtU>^ 
•* £veiy line and iriU of bit tweet lavoau*" 

Vtft; XI. o 
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Why doyou fhow mc this ? — Afourth ?— Start, eyes f 
' What! will the liae ftretch oat to the crack of 
doogk?*^ 

Another yet?— rA feventh ?— I'll fee no more:-^ 
And yet the eighth appears* who bears a glafs/ 
Which {hows me many more ; and fome 1 fee* 

That twofold balls and Ureble fcepters carry 

Tbe old rcadiflf, tbercr^re, at Mr. M. Mafon obfema* mof 

^ the tiuc one. It implies that tlieir liair was> of the fame colour, 
which is more likely to mark a family iikcnclst thau the «tr, which 
dcpendi on habit" 8cc. SrttVENS. 

* * I /J tkt crack oj doom !] i. e. the diiTolution of nature. 

Cr«ci bat aow a mcao- figiuficatioa. It wat ancianU/ emp)o]r«4 in 
a fllOM exalted fenfe. So, in TU ValUnt We Ukmamt l^iis 

And will as fcaTlefi entertain this (iglu. 

As a good confcicncc doih the aacki of love.'* Steevrns. 

f And jti tkt tightk appmriy ifko htan a ^/a/j*] This method of 
juggling prophecy it again rcicrrcd lO in Mi*/urt Jor Mta/krt, 
Mtt.U. viis 

»* and like a prophet, 

*^ Looks in a i^ia/s^ and (hoMU me futtre nils,** 
SOf in an Extia8 Jrom tki Penti Lawt againjl WUckti^ it i» faid« 
^ that they do aafwar cither bv voice, or clfe do fct before their 
Cfet in gl^Jfts^ cbryflal flonct, kc. the pidurei or images of tho 
ferjons or things fouoht (or. " Among nhc other knaveries with 
whi^b Face taxes Sub'.lc in Ikt Aichemiji^ this fee mi to be ooez 

And ttUng io of fhadowt with a e/i/x.** , 
Again, in Hi(«fr*i Ordinarit, an auciciit colledion ofCidrct« aodatts 

" Shew you the devil in a ihuji.il elafs." 
' Spenfer has givea .1 very circumftauiial account of theWWiwhicU 
Meilio nadc for king Ryence, in the fccotid leaoto of the tfaini 
book of Tkt Fatty Quttn. A mirror of the fame kind was prcfented 
to CaPtlufcan iu The S'jvif^s Tale of Chafircr; and in John Alday's 
trandation oi Pierre Boiftcau's Tktatrum Mvnit Sec. bl. 1. no date, 
.. A eertaiue philofopher did the like to Pompey, the which Jhewid 
Urn ia « gUjt thc.Ofder of hit eaemiet aarch. Samiv«iy|* 

* TUt tp0f§U Mh mi irtkb /apUrt erry .*] Thii teat iateodcd 

• ^ a comprnncnt to kingjaniei the firft, who firft united the two 
iUand& and ttie three kine^otus under one head ; whofe houfe tOO 
Vas faid to be defcendcd irom Danquo. WARauRTON. 

Of this laft particular, our poet feemi to have been thoroflghljr 
aware, having rcptcfeatcd Banqvo oot ohly at an innocent, bot at 
a aobie charaAflri whercait according to hiftoiy, ]|e wii conk* 
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Horrible figbt! — Ay, now. I fee, 'tis trae ; • 

For the blood-boltcrM Banquo (miles upon me, 
And points at them lor his -^VVhat, ii> this io ? 

1. Witch. Ay, fir, all this is Io: — but why 
Stands Macbeth thus amazcclty ? — 
Come, hllers, cheer we up his furights,** 
And (hovr the bcft of our delights ; 
rU^ charm the air to give a fouod/ 

derate with Macbeth in the murclcr of Duncan. Th* flattery oF 
Shakfpeare, however, is not more grofs than tliat of Ben Joufon, 
who has condefceodcd to quote his majcAy's ridicaloui book on Dx" 
m»99hff, in tht notes 10 Tkt Mttfynt 9J Quum^ 1609. SrffviNS. 

• Ay, nou', /yVr, V» true;'\ That the metre may be conij.lcte, 
I have fuppHcd-ay, an adverb employed by our av^hoK in oibcc 
placcsi to cnfofce his meaning. Si££V£NS. 

• — ikt blood'bolter'd AMf«9-~} To Mitr^ in 'WarwickOiire, 
figni(iei>to dauh^ dirty^ or begrime. I ordered (fays my infor- 
mant] a harnefs-collar 10 be made with a linen lining, but blacked, 
to give it the apj>cara^e o( leather. The fadler toade the lioinj^ 
M he was direfted, but did not bUck it, faying, it would htitr tb« 
borfe. Beldg adted what he nleant by boltir, he replied dhtj^ ki» 
Jnean and that it was a common wore! in his country. TJlifCOa* 

verfation paifcd wiihin eight miles of Straifutd on Avon." 

lu the fame ucighboorhood, when a boy has a broken head, fo 
that hit hair is matted together with blood, hit ftcad b laid to bn 
iolttrrd [pronounced baltcicd ]. Sucli a term is therefore flridly 
applicable to Banquo, who had twenty tienched i^ajhrs on his head. 

The propriety of the foregoing uoie has been abundantly con* 
. firmed hf Mr. Homer,' a truljf refpedable* cl^rg^man of Warwick* 
iiiire. I feite this opport'unlt^r to dfier mjr Jheft ackaowledgemtfnt 
for his remarks, which were oblit»ingly conveyed to me by his fon, 
the late Reverend and amiable Henry Horner, who favoured the 
world with editiont of Salluft and* Tadtui, thi elegance of which 
can only be exceeded by their accuracy. Ste^vcKs. 

3 ckeer we Mp kis fprigbtl, j i. c. fpirit^* So, in Sidney's 

ArudUt Lib. II : 

M Hold thotf itfy HeAit, ettablifk thou thy Jpriihis,** 

STtevifti. 

• ril tkarm the air to givt « /Wai,] tH Bttsti of liliddlctoa 
Ikjrt on a fimilar occaGon : 

Come, my fwccte (iders, let ike an (frike our tune, 
TfbUft Ifc ihow xtycrenct to yon peeping moooe.**. 

STXmMH* 

O a 
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While you perform your aniic|ue rouud: ^ 
That this great king may kindly (ay. 
Our duties did his welcome pay. 

[ Mufick. The Witches dance, and vaniflu 
Macb. Where are they ? Gone ?— Let thispemi- 
' icious hour 
Stand aye accurfed in the calendar ! 
Come in, without there! 

EnUr Lenox. , 

Len. What's yonr grace's wiiii* 

Macb. Saw you the weird fidders ? 
. Lbn. No, my lord. 

MAcB. Came they not by you ? 

Lei^. No» indecfd, my lotiL 

Macb. Infeded be the air whereon they ride ; 
And damn*d, all thofe that truft thein !— did hear 
The galloping of horfc : Who was't came by ? 

L&N. 'l is iwo or three, my lord, thai bring you 
word, 

Macduff is fled to England. 

4 — << your antique round !** and tkt wittktt dftnce, m/ vz- 
pifli/'j Thcfc ideas, a) well as a foregoing ont,<« 

The ^cttd tifleis, kand in iand^" — 
night hzrt been adoptc4 from apoan iniitled Churchjard*! I^mmt^ 

•( All isnd in kand they (raced otf 
^* A trickfie mncitnt round t 
And fooae mi ^mdttifu i^trt Hty gont^ 

Aad might no more be found." Stibvens. 

' SlanA ttjt accurfed in the calendar!] In the ancifnt almanacLi 
the unlucky days were diftinguifhed by a mark of icpcobatioo. So, 
in Decker's Hanejl Wktrt^ i635t 

•» bcDccfotth let it ftind 

, Within the wizard's book, ihc kaltnJer^ 

Mark'd with a marginal Jinger, to be chofen, 
«' by tbiqvcs, ly viUaioi, and black murdeicrt." 

Inifuii. 
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* 

Macb. Fled to England? 

Len. Ay, my f^ood lord. 
Macb. Time, thou anticipafft my dread 
ploits 2 ^ 

The flighty pvrpofe tieveris overtook* 
Unlefs the deled go ivith it: From this momenty 
The very firfllings ' of my heart (hail be 
The firfllings of my hand. And even novir 
To crown my thoughts withaAs, be it thought and 
done : 

The cafllc of Macduff I will furprife ; ' 
6eizc upon Fife ; give to the edge o'the fword 
• His wife, his babes, and all unfortunate fouls 
That trace his line/ No boalling like a fool ; 
This deed Til do, before this porpofe cool: 
Bat no more fights — Where are thef» gentlemen? 
Come» bnog me where they are. [Exeunt^ 

* r/m?, ihou anticipat'JI mj driad exploits :] To antidptUt i» her* 
|0 prevent^ hy takiAg away ihe opporluuily. JoHNiON. 

' Tit vtrj IjillUiigs ] fir^Unv in iis piitniiivc fenfe is th^ 

firil produce OT offspring. So, in neywood*B Sih§r Jgs^ i6iS: 
»' The JirJUingj of their vowed (acriBce." 
Here it means the tbiug full thought or don^. The WOfd U llfed 
again in ihe prologue to Treiluj and Ctfjjida : 

I* Leapt o'er the yaatand ^rjfUn^s of thefebroilf.** 

STEBVBM;. 

* Thai trace his line.] i. e. follow, fuccecH io it. So, 2a Si^ 
Arthur Gorges' trnnflniion of the third bookof LacaVf 1614: 

*• The liibuiic's curies in like cafe 

*• Said be, di^ greedy Craffut Iracf^* . 
Tbe otd copy reads — 

That trace him in his line. 
The metre, however, demand^ the omiCEoa of fuch unnecef- 
fary expletives. Steevens. 

* But fa m9r* /gkls:^ Tfiii haftj reffedioo 11 to be co.ofi^crc^ 
at a moral totbe foregoing fcene : 

Tu nt quitfitris fcire^ (*"/<*•') 1^^^ q^mt tihi 

iinem Di dederint Lcuconoc, nri Rabylonio» 

T^mtaris numtros, ui mWiiii, jzuc^uii paU. Stecv£NS« 
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* 

Fife* A Room in MacdufTs CaJlU. 
Enter Ladjf Macduff, A«r Jonf and RossE. 

L. Ma CD. What bad be done, to make bim fly 
the land ? 

RossE. You mQ|k have padencct madam. 

L. Maco. * He had none:* 

His flight waaT madnefs : When our adions do not, 
Our fears do make ns trailers.* 

RossE. You know not, 

' Whether it was his wifdom, or his fear. 

I- Macd. Wirdom! to leave his wife, to leave- 
his babes, 
Hismanfion, and his tides, in a place 
From whence himfelf does fly ^ He loves ns no(; 
He wants the natural touch :^ for the poor wren/ 
The moft diminuuve of birds, 'will figbt, 

* Our ffan do make «s traiton. ] i. t. OUC flight U coafidtrcd W 

an evidence of our guilt. SXEEVfNS. 

' natural touch:] Natural feafibility. He is not touched 

with oatont aflFeAion. Johnion. n 

So, in an ancient MS. play, intillatf tk§ Sttn4 UsidnU 

tnitdy: 

»* Ho^" /Tic's bcc^j'il'cl in him ! 

Thcrc'k no luch naiuTtl touchy fearcb all hii bofom.." 

STEEVENt. 

* ikt f§9r «m, Sec] The lame thought occun in the third 

pan of jr. Htnry VI: 

•» doves will peck, in fafctv of their brood. 

Who hath not fecn them (even with ihofe wings 
*• Which rometimet they have ui*d in fearfbt flight] 
* M.iVc war wiih him that climb'd unto their neft, 

Offciiogtheix own lives in their yoong'i defence P" 

Stkevens. 
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Her young ones in her nefl, againfl the owl.. 
All is the fear, and nothing is the love ; 
As little is the wifdom, where the flight 
So runs againil ail leaion. 

Ross£. My deareft coz\ 

I pray yon, fchool yourfelf: But, for your holband* 
He is noble, wife, judicious, and bed knows ' 
The fits o*the fcafon.^ i dare not fpeak mnch far- 
ther; 

Bat crael are the ttmei, when we are traitors. 
And do not know ourfelves when we hold mniouf 
From what we fear,' yet know not what we fear; 

The Jill i'iht feafon.] The Jitt of the /ta/on fbould appear to be, 
from the fotlowiog pafTage ta C«fM/«Mf, tb* iritlini iijoi^itn of tbo 
fcafoo, iu §9%vulji9%t : 

*» but that 

The vioUni Jt o'th' limes crates it as pbyfick.** 

Pcilitpi tbc meaning is, — ^what ii moll JUiing to be dooc ia twttf 
cofljuoftnre. Anomymous. 

• — — when iDt an tr^itors^ 

Anti do not know otirfdvn f\ i. e. we think, ourfelves ianocent« 
ihe eovcrntncnt thinks us traitors ; therefore we are ignoraut of 
•amlvta. ThU It the Irookal arguneal. Tb« Oxford editor oltetf 
it to, 

. And drt not Vnovt'i 6vrf elves — - 

Bnt fure they did know what tbey faid, that the AaU cftecmed 
them traiton. WAkititTON. 

Rather, when we are coalidcred hj the ftate ai traiton, while 
at the fame time we arc «icM/We«i of guilt : wbea 'urc appear to 
others fo dirfercnt from what we really arei that we feem aot to 

. know Ourftlvti. Mai.one. 

' ■ tfken wf hold rumour 

Fnm wkmi w* J'^r,] t§ Mi fwmtur figoifict to be governed 
by the s^athority of rumour. . Wa&burton. 

I rather think to ho!'l means, in this place, to lilitvt^ af we fajr, 
J hold fu(h a thir.f^ to be tiu4, i. c. I Uii it^ J iiUiWi U i9 hJo» 
Thus, inK. Henrj Vlll: 

— Did you not of late days bear, Sec 
I. G<a. Yect but ArM it aot." 

, O 4 
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But float upon a wild and violent fca, 
Each way, and move/— I take ray leave of you; 
Shall not be long but TU be here again : 
Things at theworfl willceafe. or elie ciiinb upward 
To what they were before.«-->My pretty coufin, . 
JBleffing upon you ! 
L. MaCo. Fathered he is, and yet he*8 father- 
lefs. 

RolsSE. lam fo much a fool, fhonld 1 day longer, 
It would be my difgrace, and your difcomfort: 

I take my leave at once. [Exit RosSE. 

L. Magd. Sirrah, your father's dead 

And what will you do now ? How will you live? 

Son. As birds do, mother 

L Macd. What, with worms and flies. ? 

Sum. V\ Hh what Iget, Ipiean ; and fo do tbey* ' 



Th« fenfe of the whole psfTage will tlieo be: tki imu «r« <M 
wle* cut ftan iniuet ui tn htlithi^ $t t»ie for gtmnlid, »i»t vn ktmr 

Tuninutfd ar refortrd altoa l ; anJ yet at tk' famr timr, as xct livt un- 
dtr ft tyranKieof govtrnmeni what will a Jul/ittuu.t jot law, wt 
hail- vet what we kuvt to Je^tr^ kttaujt ve know net wktn' vc 
0^fnd. Or ; Wkem vtt art UA iy 9wr ftai* t» helUv* iPtry nm§itr of 
dangf Tvc hear, yt atf not confiioui to ourjehes "f ury crime fcr 
VKuh ^.f jhoi.'! hr dijluried witk ikoje Jtsrs, A paiTiigc like UiU 
bccuis lii A John: ^ ' 

Pollci&'d will) ^vntffurj, lull of idle dreaius, 
Mot Mninhg wk»t tkty Jear^ but full of fear." 
' Tbtt 11 the beft 1/can make of thcpaflage. SnsveNS. 

* uiA), atui movf. — j Tcibaps ihc poet wrote — And cutk 

xvaj rrfve. If ihey f.ontti rath vay, it u is ncKilef'- lo inform us 
that thwy movtd I he wordt inajr have been cafuaUy tranfpofed, 
anltf erroneottflv pointed. Str evens. 



* Sirrah, your fatktr's dt:i t] 5frr«l In- our authoi't time Wis 
a term of rcpro. ch, buc Rcncrally ufcd by tnaflcrs to fervantt, pa« 
rents to ctiildrcn, 8cc« So before, in ibit play, Macbeth fayi to 
bit lervaut, 

«• Sirrakf a word with you : attend tUofe men our pleafure ?'* 

Malomi* 
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L. Macd. Poor bird! thou dft neyer fear the ne(, 
nor lime, 
fht pit-fall, nor the gin. 

Son. Why fliould 1, mother? Poor birds they 
are not fet for. 
My father is not dead, for all your faying. 

L. Macd. Yes, he is dead ; how wilt thou do for 
• * ^. lather? 

Son. Nay, how will you do for a hufband? 

L. Macd. Why, 1 can buy me twenty at any 
market. 

Son. Then you'll buy 'cm to fell again. 

L. Macd. Thou fpeak'ft with all thy wit; and 
yet i*faith, 
'With wit enough for thee* 

Son. Was my father a traitor, mother? 

L. Macd. Ay, that he was. 

Son* What is a traitor? 

L. Macd. Why, one that fwears and lies. 

Son. And be all traitors, that do fo ? 

L. Macd. Every one that ^oc^ fo, is a traitof, 

and mull be hang'd. 

Son. And muft they all be hanged, that fwcarand 
^ie? 

L* Macd. Every one. 

Son. Who raufl hang them? 

L. Macd. Why, the honed men. 

Son. 1 hen the liars and fwearers are fools : for 
there arc liars and fwearers enough to beat the honcft 
men, and hang up them. 

L. Macd. Now God help ihcc, poor monkey I 
Bat how wilt thou do for a father? 
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Son. If he were dead, youM weep for liim : if 
yon would not, it were a §(/od figa that 1 (hould 
quickly have a new father. 

Macd. Foor prattler ! how thou.talk'H! 

EnUr a McdeDger. 

Mess. Blefs yoo, fur dame! I am not to yoa 
/ known, 

Thongb in your flate of honoui* I am perfe£l« * 
I doubt, fome danger does approach you nearly: 
If you will take a homely man's advice. 
Be not found here ; hence, with your little ones. 
To fright you thus, methinks, I am too lavage; 
To do worfe to you, were fell cruelty,^ 
Which is too nigh your peifon. Heavea preferve 
you! 

I dare abide no longer. [Exit Meflenger. 



• — — in your fiutt aj honour I am perfeA. ] i. e. I am ftrfeBlj 
arqvninted with your rank af honour. So, in tlie old book that 
trtaieik of tk« Lyjt »J Vii^iU bl. I. no date: ** . ■ which 
when Virgil favr, he looked in hit boke of negromanry, wbfre|a 
he W*8 perjl." Again, in Tke Pttf $f Ut four F's^ iSGg : 

•* Pol. Then tell mr this: Are you fi! in drinking? 
Ftd^ Fetjit ia drinkin^^ as may be wiili d by tbinktog.** 

STCBVENt. 

• Jo worfe t» yflK, mre ftll cruiltj^ ] To do worjr. i$ to lei her 
md her children be dcftroyed without warning. Johnjiom. 

Mr. Edwards explains tbefe words differcnilv. ** Tfi 4» w§rf€ 
to you ffavs he) fr^niricf?. — to fricjht voa rmrc, by relating nil l!>e 
circumftjncei of your danger; which would detain you fo Inng 
that you eould not avoid it.** The mesMag, however, may be. 
To do tvorft U ye«, not to difclofe to von the perilout filuation you 
are in, frOTi a footifh apprehcniion of alarming you, wo ild he fell 
cruelly. Or the mellcngcr mjv only mean, to do more than tiUrm 
•you by thit difagteeable intclUgence, — to do you aoyadualand 
bodily bara, were fell xruelty. M alone. 
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L. Macd. ' ' Whither Qioul41 fly? 
I have done no harm. But i remember now 
I am in this earthly world ; where, to do harmy 
Is often laudable ; to do good, fometune. 
Accounted dangerous foUy: Why then, alas! 
Do I pat up that womanly defence, 

To fay, 1 have done no harm ? What are thefe 

, faces? 

Enter Murderers, 

MuR. Where is your faufband? 
L. Ma CD. I hope, in no place fo nnfapdi&ed. 
Where fuch as tho^ may*ft find him. 

MuR. " He*s a traitor. 

Son. Thoul/fi, thou Qiag-earM villain.^ 

* fhag-car'd vilhin,] Ftrbapt wc fhonld r^d fiag-iair\l, 

for it IS an abufivc epitlict vfiy ofien ufed in our ancitat pi«iyf, 

So, ia Dcckcr i Honejl Wk»rt^ V, II i63a: '* 9 Jht'f-Kn'nfi 

cur." Again, in our authors K. HtntfVl. P. II: «* — l^ke 
Jki^A»h*4 crafty Kera.** A|aio« io fir Anbnr Gorges* tnmflalioa 
of Lkcar, 1614: 

Thai Jhag-ha'irid Caicos tam'd with forts. " 
And Chapman iu his ir^uUauon q{ the 7(h hook of Homtr^ 
applies the fame epithet to the Greeks. Again, in the Ypuriom 
pUf of K. Leir, iGoi: 

»' I hcic fhc had fet a Jhagk^yrd murdering wretch. " 
Again, in Barnaby Googe's vcrhon of falingeqiits, I'j^i '. 
Bui fore afraid was t to mecie 

The>«^Mr^ liOffoa'i horac.'* STiivilif. 

litis' cmeodatioa appears to me extremely probable. In XHg 

Jtkuy Afl V. we find ** unl/arV faucinefs for vtnhair'd faucioefst 
and we have had in this play hair inflead of air. Thcfc two wordj, 
and the woid ?«r, were all, I believe, in the time of our author, 
pronounced alike. Sec a note on ViNUS AND Adonis, p. 4^6, 
n. 5. edit. 1780, oAavo. 

|/«ir was formerly written htart. Hence perhaps the tniftake. 
So, in Ives's Sei-iCt PAPfRs, chujlj relatinf^ to Enclipt Antiquities^ 
li". 3, p. x33 : *';r-oand in bcr kttrt a circlet of gold ii;hcly 
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' MuR. What, yon egg? Iftabbing Um. 

Young fry of treachery? 

Son. He has kiird me, mother : 

Runaway, I pray you. [Dies. Exit L. Macduff, 
crying murder, 4nd purjucd by the murderers. 

3 GENE III, . 

England. A Room in the Kin^s Palace^ 
Enitr Malcolm arid Macduff. ^ 

§ 

Mal. Let us feek out fome defolate fhade, ^nd 
there 

* 

garniflied.** In Lodge's Jncarnalt Devils of tkt A^t^ 4to. 1596, 
we find in p. $7, *^ Jhag'ktkrtl flave,*' which ftitl more ftronglf fup* 
pom Mr. Ste«veQS*t emendaiioo. However, a<> ttzp'far'J is ufed 
as an cpii!ir( of con:eiBpt In Tit TsnuMg of tkt Skrtw^ the old copjr 
may be nglu. MALONb«.« • 

Mr. Sceevens't emendation will be further confirmed by a refer- 
ence to one of our Law Reporters. In 23 Car. T Cii. Judicc RoUo 
faid it had been determine ! that ihcfc words, *' Where is that long- 
lock'd, Jhag'kaird^ inuidcnng rogue,*' were adiooablc. Alejn* 
Rtborts^ p. 6f. Rked. 

^ Enter Malcolm 4M4f MacdnlF.] The part of HotinChed't Ckrtf 
micle which relates to tliis play, is no more tinn nn abridgement 
of John I'ellctidcn's iranliaiion of tkt Noblt CUrk, llcclor Boe^t^ 
'iinprinied ui Ltiiubur^h, 1^41. For the fatiifadion of the rca» 
dcr, I have inferted the words of the firft mentioned hiftorian, 
from whom thic fccne is almoft literally taken: — Though MaU 
coltnc was vcric forrowfnll for the oppicfTion of liis coufitrieinea 
^he Scots, in maoaer as Makdutfc had declared, yet doubling wbe* 
thcr he wat come as one. that ment unfcinedlie at he fpake, or eir» 
ns fent from Makbeth to betraie him, he thought to have forae 
further triall, and ihereupoa diflcmbling hii mind at the firA, be 
anfwcred as foUoweth : • 

** I am trulie vcrie forie for the miferie chanced to my countri^ 
of Scotlai^d, but tho.ugb I have never fo great alTcdion to relieye 
the tame, yet by tcafbo of ccrtaine incuiiible vicci, whicb leign 
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in mc. f atn nothing theet thereto. Firft, fuch immodefate Ixi^i 
«nd voluptvtous fenrualitie (the abhominahle founuin of all vices) 
followcth me, tUat if I were made king of Scots, 1 ihouiU lock to 
d«flour« yOar maidi and natroneit in fnch wife that my intcn*- 
pcrtncie (hould be more importable unto you than the bloudic ty- 
ranaie of Makbeih now is. Hereunto MakdutTc anfwcrcd : This 
furclic ift a very euil fault, for manie noble princes and kiugs have 
Icrftbotb Ihret an4 kiogdomes ^or the ftnc; nevertheleffe thetc iro 
^vomcn enow in Scotland, and therefore follow my couofell. Make 
ihy fclfe khi^, and I ihall convcic the matter fo wifclic, that thou 
ihalt be fatiiBcd at thy plcafurc in fuch fecrct wife, that no man 
iliaU be aware thereof. 

Tben End Maleolme, I am alfo the mod airaritlout ercature 
Ja the earth, fo that if I were king, I (hould fceke fo manie waiet 
to g<t lands and good?, that I would {lea the moft pari of all the 
cobles of Scotland by fiirmized accufaiiom, to tiic end i might injoy 
ibesr lands, goodi and pofleffion» ; and therefore to (hew yoo what 
niifchiefe may iofne on you iln ough mide unfatiable cnvetoufnes, 
I will rehcarfe unto you a fable. There was a fox having a fore 
place on bim ov^rfet with a fwarme of Hies, that coniiouallie fucked 
out hir Uoad : and when one that came by and faw tbii manner, 
demanded whether fhc would havt! the Ries driven befiie hir, (he 
anfwered no ; for if ihefe Hies that arc alreadic full, aud by reafon 
thereof fucke not vcric eagerlie, Should be dialed awaie, other that 
are emptie and fcUi^ an hungred, Aionld light in their places, and 
fucke ont the reidne off my blond fiirre more to my greevance than' 
thefc, which now being fatisfied doo not much atiuoic me. There* 
fore faith Malcolme, fuller mc to rcmaine where 1 am, left if I 
atteiae to the regiment of your realme, mine unquenchable avarice 
may proove fuch, that ye would tbinke the difpleafuret which noir 
grieve you, fhould feeme eafie in refpeA of the unmeafurable out- 
rage which might infue through my comnnng amonpH vou. 

Makdufie to tliis made aufwcr, how it was a f4r woorfe fault 
than tha other: for svaiice it theVoot of all mifchiefe, and for 
dial crime the moft part of our king) have been flaine, and brouehc 
to their linall end. Yet notwithllauding follow my counfcll. and*' 
take upon thcc the crowne. There is gold and liibcs inough ior 
Scotland to fatufie thy grecdie dcfire. Then faid Malcolme -igain,* 
I am furthermore inclined to diflimulation, telling of lea/ings, and 
all other kinds of deceit, fo that I naturallic rcj )irr in nothing fo 
much, as to betraie and deceive fuch as put anic null or coiihdcnce 
in my woords. Then bth there is nothing that more bccommeth 
a prince' iban cottibncie, vciliie, trotb, and juflice, wilh tht othev 
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Macd. Let ns rather 

Hold fad the mortal fword ; and, like good men, 
fiefiride our down-faii'n birthdom:^ hach new 



morn. 



Imdible fclloftfliiii of lliefe Aire moA sobtt vcrtact wUcfa att c0a« 

preheoded onelie in foothraftnefle, and that lieng utierlie over- 
throwcth the fame, you fee how unable I am to governc anie pro- 
vince or region: and therefore litli you have remedies 10 cloke aod 
bld'e all the reft of my other vicci, 1 praic you find flUft to clolta 
Ctab vice amongR the rcfidue. 

Thca faid Makduffs: .This is yet the woorft of alf, and there 
I love ihec, and therefore faie; Oh ye.unhappie and yiiicrablc 
$cotiflimen, which are that fcourgcd with fo maale and fvadrio 
calamitict ech one above other! Te have one cuifed and wicked 
tyrant that now rti-'nctli over you, without anic tight or title, op- 
prcffing you with his mo(i bloudie crueltte. This other that bath 
the right to the crowac, is fo replct with the inconilant behaviour 
and manifeft vices of Englifhmen, that he H nolhiiig woorthk 10 
iojoy it: for by his ownc confeflion he is not onlie avaritioui and 
given to unfatiablc luH, but fo falfe a traitor .withall, that no truft 
is to be had unto auie, woord he fpeakcth. Adieu Scotland, for 
now I account my fclfe a baniflied man for ever, without comfort or 
confolatton: and with thcfc woord^ the brtcluOi teara tiicklod 
downe his chcckes vcrte abundanitie. 

At the taft, when be was readie to depart, Malcolme tooke 
him by the flceve, ahd : Se of good comfort Makduffe, for t 
have none of thefe vices before remembered, but have yefled wkh 

thcc in this manner, onlic to ytrove ihr mind : fi)f divers times 
.heretofore Makbclli fought by ibis manner of means to bring fflc 
imo bis band," kc, Holinlhcd's Hijtorj of ScoiUnd, p. 175. 

Stibvbm* 

' Btjiridt our down-fall n birthdom:] The old copy hai— >danr». 
PtH; Correftcd by Dr. Johnfow. Ma lone. 

He wl^o can difcover what is meant bv him that earneftly ex- 
bortf hite 10 hfJlrUt his downjaii kirUdofn^ it at liberty 10 
adhera to the prefeot tcxCs but it is probabU that Shali^eafe 
wrote : 

■ ■■ Ukf (^.>od men, 

BiJUidt our down-fall'n birthdom — — . 
The atluSoo it to a man from whom fomething valuable it about 
to-be taken by violence, and who, that he may defend it without 

incumbrance, lays it on the oroiind, and ftands over it witft hit 
weapon ia his baud. Uur biribdoin, 01 birtbrigUt, Uyt he, lies 
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.Kcw widows howl; new orphans cry; newforrows 
Strike heaven on the face, that it refounds 
As if it felt with Scotland, and yelVd ouC 
Like fyllable of dolour. ' 

Mal. mat I believe, Fll watl ; 

Wliat koow, believe; and, what I can'redrefs. 
As I (hall find the time to fTiend, * I will. 
What you have Ipoke, it may be fo, perchance. 
This tyrant, whofe lole name blifters our tongues, 
Was once thought honeft : you have lov'd him well ; 
He hath not touched you yet, 1 am young; but 
fomc thing 

Yoa may dcferve of kim through me ; ' and wifdom * 

on the grouod } let tii, like mtn «(o are to fight for what ii dearcft 
t» ibcB, aot i^andoo^ li, but Hand over it mti d«lend it. Thfii il 

a ftrong pi^burc of obftinaie refuluiion. So Fatftaif fayi to Hplt 
" If tliou fee tnc down in the baitie, and btjtridi mt^ fo. 

butkUom for iirlhfight is formed by tbe fame analogy witU 
mtjlirdtm in tbit ptaf^ fignifying tht priviUgti or rigittofn wutfittm 

Perhaps it might be lirtk^immi for m9i/ktT t let us ftand over Ottf 
mtlktr^ that lies bleeding on the ground. Johnson. 

There is no need of change. In the fccood part of K, HtHrj lY^ 
Iforioa fayts 

^ he doth l{/frtVf e iliedhg tmti,** STimnAi 

See Vol. VIII. Km^ Hmrf iV. Aft V. fe. i. BIalqm. 

9 , and jiU'd omt 

Like ff liable of Jolnur. ] This preTcnts a ridiculous ima^e. But 
vhat IS iniinuaied under ii is.-«iuble ; liat the portents and prodigies 
|» th« fMcftt «f nhiiKh. mention i» niadc before, (howed iluit hetveft 
fympathiredf with Scotland. Wakburton. 

Th^ ridictil^, 1 believe i> oal/ vlfible to the eomincntator. 

SrstviNf. 

• to friend,] i. e, to hfiitnS. Stfevfns. 

9 l ou ma) defcrve of htm ihrau^h mt ; ] The old copy reads — di/" 
erne. The emendation was made by Mr. Theobald, who fupports 
it by Macduff** anfwer— 

I am not treacheroui. " Malone. 

• and viijdom-^] That is, and 'tis wifdom. HtATH. 
The fenfe of ibi> p.td.iec is obvious, bui the conflruAion ditfimh, 
«t there is no verb to which miUow can rcier. Somctlaag is 
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To offer tip a' weak, poor, intioctat iamb. 

To appeafe an angry god. 

Macd. 1 am not treacherous. 

Mal. «But Macbeth ii^ 

A good and virtaous nature may recoil, 
lo an imperial charge* ^ But 'crave your pardon ; ' 
That which yon are, my thoughts cannot tranfpofe: 
Angels are bright (Uil, though the brighteft fell: 
Though all things foul^ would wear the btows of 
grace. 

Yet grace mud Aill look fo. 



dnitted either through the negligence of the priatcr, drpiObabif 
tbe inadvenence of the author. If we read — 

t4 link it wifdom ** ~ 

the feofe will be fupplicd ; but that would dcAroy fhe metre { 
*fid fo iadecd would the iafcnion of injr word whatever. 

M. Mason. 

fufpeS this line to have fuffercd by iaterpoUtiOB i» WCU as 
Omiflioa, and that it origioally rao thus t 
— >— >bu£ fomeibtag 
You may dcferve thiOttgh lae^ and wifdoiA h it 

To ofFer he. 

Had the paffage b^en firfl printed thus, would any reader have 
fuppofed the words of hsm," were waotiag to the (eufc ^ In this 
^layJ have already noted feveVal ioftaaces of maaifeft iaterpoUtioa 
and ottiiflion. See notes on Ad I, fc. iit. p. 38, a. S* lad AA HI* 

It. V. p. 173, n. 7. ST££V£NS. 

J good and virtuous nature tftaj recoi!, 

Jn M imperial tharge. ] A good mind may uctdi from goodacfs 
im Iha execution of a roftt ttwimtffitn, Johhsoi*. 

* —But 'crave yotir pardon i] The old copy, without attention 
iff mcaTare, re»ds«» 

Bat jJmU c^vc your pifrdoat SfiEVCNf. 

' Tktugk all things foul &c. } This U not very clear. The 

meaning perhaps is iliis: — My jfufp'nions cannot injure jou^ if yfiu $a 
virtuous^ by J^ppofmg that a Itaitor may put on jovr virluotis appear- 
mnce. I do not fay that your virtuous appearand proves you a traitor: 
hr virtue wk^ mer ik frtfn hm; tkwijk iUt hrmU ttwMtefftittd 
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Macd. ' I have loft my hopes. 

Mal. Perchance, even there, where 1 did find 

my doubts. 

Why in that rawncls^ left you wife, and child, 
(Thoie precious motives, dioie flrong kaou of 
love, ) 

Without leave-taking?— I pray you, 

Let not my jialouiies be your dilhononrs. 

But mine own rafeties:-— You may be rightly juft, 

Whatever 1 ihall think. 

Macd. Bleed, bleed, poor country f 

Great tyranny, ' lay thou thy bafis fure. 
For goodncfs dares not check thec!^ wear thoQ 

thy wrongs,' 
Thy title is aiiccr'd ! ' — tare thee well, lord: 

An cxprefTiou of a {iinilar nature occurs ifi hit •fur t Jot Uta/ure: 
' Good :aU>n« 

, Ii good; wiiHottt a name vilenefs is fo. *' M. Mason. 

' ]Vky in thai ra s ncfi ] WUhoul previous proviGon, witb- 

out due prcpatauoa, wUboul m^turitj of counfcl. Johnson. 

I meet with ibis cxprcffion in t>y^y* Eff^kws, ii8o« aad m 
the quaiio 1608,, of JC. ^i»ty I' ■ 

•» Some their wives rauly left." Steevens. 

* Far goodntfs d«rcs not ckuk tktt!\ The old copy reads — iaru 
CorrcAcd in the third folio. Malonb. 

t ~— .wMf Mtfii liy svraa^f) That it, Pf#r ctmlij, vmt tUm 
ikj xvron^s. Johnson. 

* Ikj title ii aiiccr'd!] JJttrU, a law leiia for confirm'd. 

Ton. 

What Mr. ?ope faj^s of the law term is undoubtedly true ; but 

xs there abfoluie reafon why we fhoulrt have iccouifc to it for the 
ixplanaiion of this paOatre? Macdult (iril apoflropbifes his country, 
aod afterwards pointing to Malcolm, may fay, that his title was 
«f««r*tf, i. e. frighted from exerting ilTclL Throughout the anci* 
cnt editions of Sbakfpcarc, the word afraid is frequently written 
as it was formerly pronounced, afearW. The old copy reads^— Tif 
title Sec. i. e. the regal Utle is afraid to allctt itfclf. 

I have, however, adopted Mr. Malosie*s emendation, as it variet,' 
but in a fingle letter, from the leading of the old copy. Sec lut 
liibfequent note. SitsVBitt* . 

You Xi. . P 



« 



210 M A C B L T H. 

1 would iioL be ihc villain that thou thlnk'ft, 
For ihc wljuie Ipacc iliat's in liie tyrants grafp. 
And the t'uch had lo boot. 

Mal. Be not ofFeaded: 

I fpeak not as in abfolute fear of you. 
I think, oar country dnks beaeatU the yoke; 
It weeps, it bleeds ; and each new day a gafli * 
Is added to her wounds : I think, withal. 
There would be hands uplifted in my right ; 
And here, from gracious England, have 1 offer 
Of goodly ihoulands: But, for all this, 
"When 1 ii'iall ircaci upon the tyiaiu's head. 
Or wear it un iny Iword, yet my poor country 
Shall have more vices tJian it had btlorc; 
More fuBcr, and more fundry ways than ever. 
By him that ihall fucceed. 

Macd. What ihoaid he be? 



If we reaJ, The title is ajfeer'df the meaning may bt : — Poor 
couutry, wear thou iby wrongs, the tide ta titm ts itgtilj JeiUtd 
tf tkt/t mh itd thi fintl judituUtn «/ il. 

Aj^ttrtrs bad die ]iOHcr of confiroiing or nodcniUaf fibcs and 

auit n cmr Ills. IdiI.i I. 

To a'Jitr (lor lo il fliould be written.) is to aflefs, or reduce to 
certainty. All amcrciatuciits,— - tbai is, judgements ot any court 
of jufticc, upon a prcfentmeat or otfacr proceediai^, .that a party 
ftiall be aincrtcd, or iu mercy,-- -src by Mauua Ch:irta to be a^tertd 
by lawlul men. Iworn lo be iinpani il. *I li:, i<, ihc onlinarv pia^ice 
oi a Court Lcet, uitli which b!iukl|)carc Iccws to iiavc been inti» 
matelv acqoainicd, and where he might have occafioaalty a&cd aa 
ao Mjfetrir. RiTSOM. 

For the emendation oow made I am anfwerable. Tie was, I 
conceive, ibe tranfcribcr's ndHutce, from the limilar foaods of tkt 
aud fh}, which aie frc^itcnily piououuccd alike. 

Perhaps ibe meataiigu, P»0r ctunirj^ »e»r ihu Uf mangs ! ttf 
i'.tl" to ihfTn ii now fmlly tJltAiifiud tow. Or perhaps he addrelTea 
M.ilcolin. Coniinuc to endure tamely tlie wrongs you tuifer: thy 
juli title to the thioae is cow d^ ha» uot l^iril to cftabiifli iifclf. 

Maloms. 
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Mal. It is myfeif I mean: in whom I know 
All the particulars oV vice fo grafted, 
That, when they ihall be open'd, black Macbeth 
Will feem as pure as fnow ; and the poor ftatc 
Eileem htm as a Lamb, being compat*d 
With my confinelefs harms.' 

Macd* Not in the legions 

Pf horrid bell, can come a devil more damn'd 
In evils, to lop Matbctli. 

Mal. I grant him bloody, 

l uxurious, avaricious, fallc, deceitful. 
Sudden, malicious,'' fmacking of every fin 
That has a name : But there's no bottom, none, 
In my volupttioufnefs : your wives, your daughters^ 
Your matrons, and your maids, could not hll up 
The ciftern of my luft; and my deiire 
All continent impediments would o*er-bear^ 
That did oppofe my will: Better Macbeth, 
Than fuch a one to reign. 

Macd. Bonndlefs intemperance^ 

In nature is a tyranny: it hatli been 
The untimely emptying of the happy throne, • 
And fall of many kings. Hut fear not yet 
To t:.kc upon you what is yours: yon may 
Convey your pleafures in a fpacious plenty, 
And yet feem cold, the time yon may fo hood-wink* 
We have willing dames enough ; there cannot b^ 

* ^-^UmjtntUJt i«f«M. ] So, I ID Tl« Utrrf Whu 9f Wini/tfi 
II. fe. ii: •« tlioa vnetwJufHi ha/tntjt^r* Stbevkbs. 

* Sudden, ma/ictVui, ] Sudden^ tor capricious. WaEBUKTOII. 
Rather, violent, paHionaie, hafty. John»on. 

' Boundlcfs hlfyfptfarce — ] Terhans the epilhel — louniUJs^ 
wlvch ovctioa&i the mcue, was a playlioule inurpoUiiou. 

STUVBMi. 
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That vulture in )0u, to devour fo many 
As will to grcaiiicTs dedicate ihemfelves, 
Finding it lo iuclio'd. 

Mal. With this, there gi:ows» 

In niy moll iil-compo&'d aliection, luch 
A flanchlcfs avarice, that, were I king, 
1 f]i(;uld cut off the nobles for their lands; 
Dehre his jewels, and this other's houfe: 
And my more- having would be as a-iiiuce 
To make me hunger more ; that I fhould forge 
Quarrels unjud againCl the good, and loyal, 
DeAroying them for wealth. 

Macd. This avarice 

Sticks deeper; grows with more ptrnicious root 
Than fummcr-iceding luil:^ and it hath been 

* 

* .1 * f^TOtii xi'Uk nore pernicicus root 
Tkan /umtAfr-UcUiug iv^i] Ttic old copy has — fummer^frin* 
f«^. STtlVENS. ^ 

SummfT-feeming has iio manner of fcnfe: comft, 

Tian /ummff. teeming luf{ 

I. e. the paiiioa iliat U(U no longer ibaa ihc ktat of lifci and which 
goes off io the whin of age. WAfttntiOM. 

When I was yDunger and bolder, I corrcAcd it 
Than Jume, or Jftlhir.g luji. 
that is, than angry paihon, or boiling luH. Johnson. 
* SvmmtT'fttming lufi^ may hguify lult that fccm» as hot as fum- 
mer. Steevbms. 

Read — Uxmmtx -Jetding. The allufion is to plants; and thefenfo 
is, " Avaiice is a peiennial weed ; it has a deeper and more perni- 
cious root than lufi^ which is a mere annual, and la(U but for a 
fuumcr, whea it ihedt \\i feed and decajw.** Blacutonc. 

I have paid the attention to this coojeAorc whicli I think it 
deferves, by admitting ii inio the text. Steev^ns. 

Summer -/rmtn^ i*, I bclicvCf the true reading, In Donne'a. 
poemt, we meet with winter-/<rmi«^. ** Maloni. 

Sir W. Blackftone*s elegant emendation ii cOaDlAoaaccd hf the 
Ibllowiog yiafTages: tlius in Tkt Rape of Lucrece: 

*' How will ihy ftiame be Jt(dtd in thine age. 
When thus ihy vices bud before thy rpuaj^?".^ 
And Id ffUn m4 CuJUm': 



Digitized by G(vvt|< 



MAGB^ETH. tiS 

The fword of our flain kings : Yet do not fear ; 
Scotland hath foyfons ^ to fill up your will. 
Of your. mere own: All thefe'are portable^^ 
^ith other graces weighed. 

Mal. Bat 1 have none: The king^becoming graces, 
As juftice« verity, temperance, Ihiblenefs, 
fiounty, pcrfcverance, mercy, lowlindfs, 
Devotion, patience, coiimgc, fortitude, 
I have no rclllli of thcni; but abound 
In the divifion of each feveral crime, 
A<fling it many ways. Nay, had I power, I Riould 
Pour the fweet milk of concord into hell, 
Uproar the univerfal peace, confound 
Ail unity on earth. ^ 

. The fetdtd pride 

*» That liaih to its maturity grown up 

In rank Achilles, mull or now be cropp'd, ^ 
Or, ihcddin^, breed a ourfcry of evil 
To over*bulk ut all. ** Hemley. 

* f9f/9ns ] Plenty. fOPE. 

Tt means ovifif^m in plenty. So, in The Ordinary hv Cnrt- 
v/rvglu: Kcvt J»j/ons byii ygraced with new titles." The word 
was antiquated to the time of Cartwtight, and it by him put itiio 
the noutb of an antiquary. Again, in Holinfhcd't Xtigit of JC. 
henry VI. p. i6i3; »* — fifteenc hun^lred men, and %ttZ% J9ij9% 

of Vitttls." Sec Vol. IV. p. 12 1, 7- SrEEVENS. 

* All tkejt art portable, ] Portable is, perhaps here ufcd 

for fupporUhU. All tktj* vicu, being ialancid by your virtues^ may 
l< endured. Malona,. 

Fprtab!f anrv^cr<< exadly to a plirafc now in uf«. Sacb laiUllgl 
may be borne nith. or are bfami'U. SteEVENI. 

* N^y , had I fower^ I Jhouid 

Ponr the fweel milk of concord into htU, 

Uproar iht Miverfal pficf, confound ^ 
All unity on earth. ] Malcolm, I think, means to fay, that if 
be bad ability, he woulti change the general Hate of. things, and 
introdoce into hell, and earth, perpetual vexacioo, uproar, and 
confufion. HtU, in iu natural ftatt, being )hva>s reprefenled as 
full of JifroTci and muiiia! cnmitv, in which its itilnbinnis mav be 
fuppofed to take ibc grcaicll delight, be propolcs as ibc fcvcrelt 
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Macd. ' O Scothnd! Scotland! 

MaL. If fuch a one be Ec to govern, Tpeak: 
I am as I have fpoken. 

Macd. Fit to govern! 

No, not to live.— O nation mifciable. 
With an untitled tyrant bloody-fcepter^d. 
When (halt thou fee thy wholfome days again? 
Since that the trueft iifue of tuy throne 
By his own interdi^on (lands accursM, 
And docs blafphcmc bis breed ? — Thy royal father 
Was a inoRlainted king; the queen, that bore t.*iee, 
Oliucr upon her knees than on her feet, 
Died every day fhe lived. ^ Fare tbcc well! 

ftroke on ihcm, to pour ihr fwtti milk pf rnncord amongfl them, fo 
as to render ihem peaceable and quid, a Hate the moft adverfe lO 
their natural dirpotiiion; while on the othei h»nd he Houbi ihrowr 
the peaceable inhabitantt of earth- inio uproar anfl coofuGon. 

Perhaps, however, this may be thoughi loo Araincd a'l interpre- 
tation. Vjlfolii), indcc'i. mav onlv nie.'n. that he will pour all 
that milk oj human iindnejs, which is fo beuchcml to nia.ikind, int^ 
the abyfs, fo at to Ifave the earth wiihooi sny poiitoti of it; and 
thai hf thus depiivlng mankind of thofe humane alTediont which 
nrc fo nccc(Iar\ in their mutual liappmef^, he will ihiow the «vhrlc 
woild into coiifuiioti. 1 believe, however, the ioimcr interpret 
tation to be the true ooe. 

In' Kin;; ].imck't iirlt fpeech to his patliament, in \farch i6o3*4, 
he rav5, (hat he hail>* fuck'd the aii/4 of Gott s trmtk with the milk 
of his Durfe. " 

The following paffage^tn Tkt two Gtntimtn «/ Verpnm, which 
exhibits the reverfe of this image, nay be urged infavoar of tny 
firft interpretation : 

n I.e. of jars, grow mufical, 

«* Wc Ih^ll have Oiorily dUcerd i% the ffkerts. " Malonc. 
' f believe,' all that Malcolm deh^ns to fay it, — that, if he bad 
power, hf would even antiihilaie t'»e penile fouf< c or priociple of 
pcarc: pour the fott m lk. by whif h it \s nouriihcd, amoog the 
Haiuc» of iieli, which coi>ld not fail to drv it up. 

Lady Macbeth hat already obfrrved that her hufband urat too 
full of the vtilk of human kindnefs. " SrEtVENt. 

I)irJ tvfty dfij Jhf. lived, j Tht e\prc(TioM i«> liorrowcd from the 
facred writings: " I protcfl bv youi rejoicing which 1 have ia 
Chrift Jcfus, / dit dttilif, Malonc. 
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Tbcff evils, tliou repcaffl npon thyfclf, 
Have banifli'd ine from Scotland. -^O, my bread* 
Thy hope ends liere) 

Mal. Macduff, this noble pallioD* 

Child of integrity, bath from my foul 
Wip'd the black fcruples, reconciFd my thoughts 
To thy goo4 truth and honour. DevUifh Macbeth 
By many of thefe trains h^th fought to win me 
Into his power ; and rriodeft wifdom plucks me 
From over-credulous bafte: * But God above 
Deal between thcc and nic ! for c\tii now 
I put myfelf to thy Jircflion, and 
Unipcak nrjine own dciraciion ; 
'1 he taints and blames I laid 
For Grangers to my nature. 1 am yet 
Unknown to woman; never was forfworn; 
Scarcely have coveted what was mine own ; 
At no tipe broke my faith; would liot betray 
The devil to his fellow; and deliglit 
No lefs in truth; than life: my HrH falfe fpeaking 
Was this upon myfelf: What I am truly. 
Is thine, and my poor country's, to command: 
Whither, indctd, before thy here- approach, 
Old Siward, with ten tliouland warlike iiicu, 
All ready at a point, was fetting forth: 



liCre abjure 
upon niylclf. 



J. Davies of Herrford, in hU Epigram OO >—« Pr0«i ^ing Dftr^ 
bit the fame alhilion; 

Yet (like the mortifide) he dyts to /tV«.** 

To Ji< unto /in, attd to Hvt unto rigkleou/nf/Sf aVe phtafes cm* 
pIoycA in our liturgy. Steevt-.s. 

* /'ifm 0i/ti'(reduhui kafiet\ Fiom ovcr>ha(ly credulity. 

Malokc, 

• — — thf ketf-epfroack,] The old copy ha^ — here. Cot» 
;ieAcd by the editor of the recond fbUo. MAf.OKS. 

* /r« Ihrvfar.ti irariikc infTi, 

'Ail Ttadj at a poiut,] At a pointy vnzy mean aU ready at a 

4 
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Now weUl together; And the chance, of goodnefs. 
Be like our warranted quarrel P Why are you filent? 
Macd. Such welcome and unwelcome things at 
once, 

*Tis hard to reconcile. 

Enter a Dodor* 

Mal. Well; more anon. — Comes the king forth, 

I pray you? 
DocT. Av. fir : there arc a crew of wretched fouls, 
That SLsL^ his cure : their malady convinces ^ 

t|me ; bat Shakrpearc ncaot more : He neut botb time and place, 
and ceriaioly wrote; 

All Tta ly at appoint, 

i. e. at ilie place appointed, at the rendezvous. WarkuRTON. 

There is uo need of change. Johnson. 

So, in Spcnfcr's Fatrj Ouftnf^ B. I. r. ii: 

** A failhlefTc Sara/in all ann d io ^oint," Malone. 

' And the c)iincf, of coodncfs, 

bt like OUT wan anted quairei ! ^ Tlie ckance cj goodntji^ as it is 
commonlf read, copveyi no feafe. If there be not fome more im- 
portant errour-in the pafluge, it fhould at leaft be polbied tbut: 

and thr chance, cf ^r>c i: rf^. 

Jit like cur wairanttd qttairtl '. 

That i«, may the event be« of the goudneft of heaven, [frc jujim 
tit divinoy ] anfwerable to the caufc. 

Mr. He.ith conceives ihc fenfe of the pafTa^c to be rather tliis : 
And may iht Jucce/t oj ihnt gnodmjiy ukiik is a''out to exttt tljelj in 
mj htkulfy it Jntk mt nay ht equal to tit jufiiee of my quarttU 
But I am incliued to believe that Shakfpeare wrote: 
— — and tkt ckance, O gfod^^fs., 
Bt like CUT warranted quarrel .' — — 
This fome of his tranfcribcrs wrote wiiii a ftnatl a, which anothec 
imagined to meai^ «/. If we adopt thi» .reading, the fcnfe will be : 
And 0 thon JortTti»n Goodnrfs, to rt^hom'VH ntvt tipffl^ aaj ear y#r« 
(unt anjwtr to our eauft, Jounsom. 

* fo»pjrc«— ] i. e. overpowers, fobdoet. See p. 78, 

D. 4* Sl£6Vf.NS. 
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Tbc great aflay of art ; but, at hts touch, 
Such laiictity hatli heaven given his liand, 
1 hey preicuiiy amend. 

Mau • ♦ 1 thank you, do^lor. 

[t'.Mt Do^lor. 

Macd. What's the difeale he means? 

Mal. *iis caird thiC evil: 

A mod miraculous work in this good king; 
Which often, fmce my hcre-remain in England, 
1 have feen him do. How he foiicics heaven, 
Hinfelf beQ knows: but firangely-viGted people. 
All fwoln and ulcerous,^ pidful to the eye, 
1 he mere defpair of furgcry, he cures ; " 
Hanging a golden il^mp^ about their necks, 

' thf mtrt itffmir of f.i^-^fn, he com;] Dr. Percy in hi* notet 
on the Noriliurui3cil.;ml Houfhold Book fays, " tliat owr ancient 
kiop even lu tliole dark muck of fupcrliiiion, do not Iccui to have 

afftded to cure ih« king** «vil ^This miraculout gift wai left to 

ht claimeil by the Smarts : our ancient Pljnia^cneti were bumbtf 
con:ent lo cure ttic ciamp." In this adcMion liowever the learned 
cciuor •>> ihe above curious volume has been btirayed into a miliakc 
hy relying too implicitly on the authority ot Mr. AoAis. The 
power of cnring the king's evil was claimed by manv of the Planta* 
gcoetc. Dr. Bordr u ! f) wrote in ific limc of Henry the Slh f.i\», 

Thfc Kyi gcs ol England by ilie power that God hath given lo 
tliem doihe make (icke men whole of a fycknes called the Kyngt's 
Evytt," lo LMntktnis 4tcomal 0/ the Enltriaiiimnl at Ktmiwittk 
CaJIlt it is faid '* — tikI nlfo bv her hi^hncfs 'Q F.lizabcth' ;ic- 
culiomcd TT crrv and cturiicc, nync cured of the peNuful and <ian- 
gcruui diU.1/ called the hi .g's tvil^ for that kiuj^k and queens of 
tliit realm wiihom ootber medfin, (fave only by bandKtifi and prayer) 
onlv doo it.** Polvdorc ^'^[gil aflcris tbc fame ; and Will, l ooker 
in the retgn of (Jnccn Kli/abetli publifhed a book on tin?, fuhjicl, 
an account of which is to be feen in Dr. Douglas's trcatik cnitiled 

tkt Ctileriony" p. 191. Sec DodOey** Colleaion (rf Old Plays, 
Vol. XII. p. 428. edit. 1780. Rrfd. • 

" — — :i ^r.hifn Jianf: fee. \ Tliis ^vns t?ie coiii. called an «a;r/. 
So, Shakfpcarc, ii^ 2ii MtrU^iU »J yiHtct: 
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Put on with holy prayers : and *tis fpokea. 

To the fucceeding royalty he leaves 

Th e healing benedi£lion/ With this {Irange virtae» 

He hath a heavenly gift of prophecy ; 

And fundry biefiings hang abont bis throne. 

That ipeak him full of grace. 

*• A coin that bears the figure of an an^f/ 
Siamptd in gftld, but that's iofculp'd upon." 
T^c Talue of the coin was ten QiiiUugi. STSEVKlO. 
f — mnd 'iis fpthn. 

To the fuccftdir.^ royalty He team 

The healing btnrdtilion .] It m • fl be own'd, that Shakfpcare \% 
often guilty of ftrauge abCurditics iu point of hiftory and cbioao* • 
logy. Yet here he hai artfully avoided one. He had a mtod to 
hint, that the cure of the evil vras to defccnd to the fucceflbrs in 
the roval line, in complirncnt tojaracs ihc lirft. But the CoufcfTor 
was the firll who pretended to the gift : How ihcu could it be at 
that time generally fpoken of, tha> the gift «a« hetcdiiary ? this he 
folvcd by teUing US that Edward had the gift of prophecy along 
with it. Warburtoh. 

Dr. Warburton here invents an objeflion, in order to folvc it. 
The CoafelTor (fays he) was the Jtrjl who pretended to lliis gift; 
how thco could it be at that time generally fpoken of, that the gift 
waj htrtdiiary? Thi< he [ShakfpeareJ has folved, by telling us that 
F'.dwarJ had ific gift of pro;. Secy alon^ with it." — Bvit ShaUfpcarc 
docs not fay, that it was hereditary in Edward, or, iu other words, 
that he had ioheri^ted this extraordinary power from his mnct/ortf 
but that it was generally ffktn, that he Umott the healing bene- 
diflion to Jucceedine kin-^s :" nnd fuch a riitnour there might be in 
the time of F.dwaid tiic Confcffor, (fuppofjnc; he h ul (uch a gift*) 
without his having the gift of prophecy along with it. 

Shakfpeare haf merely tranfcrtbed what he found in Holinflied, 
without tfie conceit which Dr. Warburton has imputed to him: 
" As hath liccnc ifioughl, he was iiifpircd with ihc gift of prophehc, 
and alfo to have bad the gift of bcaiing iniirmities and difeafcs. 
He ufed to bcipe thofe that were vexed with the difeafe commAnlie 
called the ICiog's evil, and Itjt that virtue as it were a poition of 
inktiitante unto kii fnccffJ'^Ts^ the Hngs of thi« rcalme." HoUnihed, 
Vol. I. p. ijS. Malons.. 
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Enter RosSE. 

Macd. Sec, who comes here? 

Mal. My countryman ; but yet 1 know him not.*» 
Macd. My cver-gcntlc coufin, welcome hither. 
M^L. I know him now : ,Good God, betimes 
remove 

The means that make ns ftrang^rs ! 

RossE. Sir, Ameo. 

Macd. Stands Scotland wheire it did? 

RossE. Alas, poor country; 

Almoft afraid to knowitfelf! It cannot 
Be caird our mother, but our grave : where nothing. 
But who kfiows nothing, is once fcen to fmile ; 
Where fighs, and groans, and iiiiieks that rent the 
air,^ 

Are made, notmark'd; where violent forrow fccms 

A modern ccdacy : the dead man,*s knell 

Is there fcarce alk'd, for who; and good men*s lives 

' My ctHff/iynM; hul'^ f lir«w Km n9t,] Malcolm difcovcrt 

RoQe 10 be his counirym .n, while he is yet at fome diflance froru 
liim, by his flrcfj. This cucumflancc lofes its propriety on our 
ilagc, ii$ all the characicts ate uniforiuly repierciiied in EngliQi 
fa»biti. Steevemi. 

* —rent li« «ir,| Td mi is an aocicnt verb which hu btcn 

loog ago (lifufcd. So. ill Ctrfar and Prmpry, 1607: 

" With renltd liair and eyes bcfpicnt with tears." Sxc&VBliS* 
Again, in The Ltgtnd of O'pkeiu and Eujjdice^ t^g?: 

»^ While with bis fiagcn be hit hair^ doth rtnt!^ Malomb. 

* A mo^ccn itfiaey:] That is* no more regarded than the contor# 

fions that f. nntics thiow theroreWcs into. The ftUthoT was thioluof 

of thofc of liis own limes. Warfurion. 

I believe modtrn is only foolijh or Irijiin^. JOHNSON. 

Uodtrn ii gencially uft,d by Shakfpearc to fignify /r:/f, conmtfttj 
at fh^dtrn inflancciV* in Am jfo« /tir //, lec. Sec. See Vol. Vllf. 
p. »36, n. g. SrRKVfws, 

Ecjlacj^ is ured bjr Shakfpeare Ibr a Utfipoiarjr allctution of 
IDiad. Malone. 
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Expire before the flowers ia their caps, 
Dying, or ere they ficken. 

Macd. O. relaiion, 

Too nice, and yet loo line ! ' 

I\I.\L. What is the nevvcfl grief? 

^ » RosiiE. Tlmt ofan hour's age doth hits ihclpeakcr; 

Each minute teeui& a new one. 

Macd. How does my wile ? 

RossE. Why, well." 

Macd. And all my children ! ^ . 

KossE. Weil too. 

Macd. The tyrant has not batter*d*at their peace ? 
RossE. No ; they were well at peace, when I did 
leave them. 

Macd. Be not a niggard of yonr fpcech; How 

goes it ? , 
RossE. When I came hither to traufpoit the 

tidings, 

Which 1 liave heavily borne, there ran a rumour 

4 

Of many worthy fclhnvs that -.y/ re out; 
Which was to my belief witnefd'd the rather. 
For that 1 favv the tyrant*s power a-foot : 
Now is the time of help; your eye in Scotland 
Would create foldiers, make onr women fight, 
.To doff their dire diftreifes.^ • 



* Too %xUy aod yi too Itm* l\ The redundancy of this bcmiaich 
ioducct nie to believe oar author only wroU— 

1 oo nice, yet true ! STrrvrNs. 

* Hi;, wtli.-. — /M.j So, in AaUnj snd CU9f4lr0 : 

We life 

To fay, tkt iui art wlL** StccveSS. 
^ ,^^tiiUrin t] CbildreD it, ia this place, nfed at a trifylla* 
ble. STrrvFss. 

* 7*0 doir Iktir dire dijreju.] To dojjl is tu do tg^ to /«i «/. Sec 
p. 3b9, n. 5. STIBVEKS. 
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Mal. ' Be it their comfort, 

Wc are coming thither: gracious iMi-land hati 
Lent us good Sivvard, and ten thoufandmen; 
An ()l(icr, and a better (oldicr, none 
That ChriiiendoQi gives out. 

RossE. 'Would I could anfwer 

This comfort with the like ! But I have words^ 
That would be howTd out in the dciert air, * ' 
Where hearing Ibouid not latch them*^ 

Maco. What concern they ? 

The general caufe? or is iua fee-grief/ 
Doe to fomeHngle breaft? 

RosSE. No mind, that's honeft, 

But in it iharcs fome woe ; though the maiu part 
Pertains to you aio;ie. 

I * flt9uU not latch ihem.] Thus the old copy, and righUjr. 

To Imtck tny thing, is to lay bold of it. So, in the prologue w 
Gowcr Conftjjtont Amanlii^ i55i.: 

Hcreol for that thel woldea Uikt^ * 
" With fuch durettc," Sec 
Afidn, B* I. fol. S7 : 

When that he Galathe befoughc « 
*» Of love, which he rnaie not lalckf." 
Again, ia the hift Book of Ooid'i hlttamorpkofis^ at tranOated 
by Golding: 

«• As though he would, mt evciic Aride, bclwccae hi* teeth 

hir latch." 
Agaia, in the eighth book : 

But thai a bough of chefaot tree, thick-leaved, by the waf 
«» Did Irnitk it,** Itc. 
To Utch (in the North country dialeA) fignifiei the Dune at to 
€mUk. Steevens. 

* - - Jti'grufy] A peculiar forrow } a grief that hath a (ingle 
owner. The cxpuffion it, at leaft to our ears, very harfli. 

JOHMOM* 

So, in our author's Lover* s Complaint: 

My woeful felf that did in freedom (land, • 
> ** And was my own Jn-fmpU.** Malonb. 

It muft, I think, be allowed thatin boiti the foregoing inftancca 
the Attoraey hai been gnilty of a flat crefpadi on the Foet« 

STWIMf. 
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Ma CD. If it be mine. 

Keep ii not from me, quickly let me have it. 

RossE. Let not your ears deipile my tongue for 
ever, 

'which ihaU poflefs them with the heavied foand» ^ 
That ever yet they heard. 

M ACD. Humph ! I gueft at it. 

RosSE. Yout caftle is farpriz*d; your wife, and 
babes. 

Savagely flaughter*d: to relate the manner. 
Were, on the quarry of thefc murdered deer,' 

To add the death of you. 

Mal. Merciful heaven !— 

What, man ! ne'er pull your hat upon your brows 

7 Wtri^ on the quarn,' of ihefe murder'd drer,] Quarry is a term 
vfcd both ill kunting; and J^lconry, In boih ipotis it mcaai the 
game after U it killed. So* In Mafliagcr't Gumrdian: 
» be ftrikcs 

** The trembling bird, who evea in death aippean 

»' Proud ID be made hi» /]uarry." 
Again, in an aactcut MS. entitled Tie boke of kuMtyn^ tkut is 
tttpsd M&^JUr 9/ gmmtt While that the baotxog ieAetb, fliouM 
cartet go fro place to plaee to bringe the deer to the quetrt" &c. 
** to kepe the /jumr, and to make Ity it on a rowe, al tlic hcdc^ o 
waff and every decres feet to other's bak, and the hcrics iiiould 
be leyde on a rowe, and the rafcailc by hemfelfe in the fame wife. 
And tbei fliuld kepc that no man come in tbe purre til the king 
come, fafe the maiUer of the game." It appears, in f)iort, that 
the ^ainc was arranged lu a hollow Tquarc, within wtiicU uooe but 
privileged pcrfons* fuch at bad ciatmt to the particular animals ituf 
bad kined, were permiued to enter. Hence, perbapt, tbe origin 
of the term qmmrry, Ste evens. 

* ne'(r pull your hat upon your brows;] The fame thought 

occurs in the ancicat ballad of J^ortkumknUni btixayd 
glas : 

A Ht pnllUkis Utt hptr Ms kr§we^ 

And in bis heart be was fiill woe,** tec* 

Again t 

Jatney Aij hall puU'd qv(t his kroWf" ^c. STEfiVlNS. 
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Give forrow words : the grief, that does not fpeak^* 
Whilpers the o'cr-lrauglu heart, aud bids it break. 

Ma CD. My children too ? 

RossE. Wife, children, fcrvants, ail 

That could be found. 

Macd. And 1 muft be from thence I 

My wifekUrdloo? 

RosSE. I have faid. 

MaI. Be comforted i 

Let's make us medicines of our. great revenge* 
To cure this deadly grief. 

Magd. He has no children/— >A11 my pretty 
ones? 

t ^^the grief,- tl«| dM 99t /ptsi,] So, IB fiiittU CffiMlfU^ 
iSltt 

»•• Thofc are the killing gritfs^t which dmu not /f'tik." 
Cur a Itvci lo^uuniufy ingtntti Jluptni, 
Again, in Grecne't old bL 1. novel Mtlded Tk» TrsgtfU Hiforj 
>tf fmrt Bellora : 

*' Li^ht forrowes often fpcake, 
Whca great the heart ia Ulence breake." Strivbni. 
In Baolfri CtmpMnt oj Rojamnndy i3c)5, we bave ilie like fen- 
timent : 

Striving to tell his woes word? woiihl not come ; 

for iigbt cares fpcak, whea mighty griefs arc dombe.** 

So, in Vnau md Adtnis : 

• » the heart hath trcbfc wrong, 

»* When it is barr'd the aidauce ot the tongue." Malone. 
* He has no (kiidreu.l It has been obfcrved by ao juionymout 
cffilic, that, this is not faid of Macbech, who had children^ but of 
Malcolm, who, having none, fuppofct a fathet can be fo eafilf 
comforted. Johnson. 

The meaning ot this may be, cither that Macuuli ^ould not by 
retaliation revenge the murder of hit children, becaofe Macbeth 
had nonehimfelf; or that if he hud any, a father's feelings for a 
father would have prevented him from the deed. 1 know not from 
what palfage we are to iitfer liiat Macbeth had children alive. 
HoliuOied's Chronicle docs not, as I remember, mcatioik atty, Th# 
inne thought ocean again in K, Jokm 

M He Uikf 10 tluiK 9nir M «/•»•*- 
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Did you fay. all?— O. hell-kite ?—Al! ? 

What, all my jjietiy chickcijs,^aud die ir dam, * 
At one fell lu oop ?^ 

Mal. Diipuie it like a man.^ 

M\cD. 1 (ball do fo; 

But 1 mufl alfo feel it as a man : 
I cannot but remember iucb tbings were, 
Tjiat were moA precious to me.— -Did heaven look 
on, « 

Again, in K. Hettty VI. P. Ifl : 

You have no chiUifn: butchers, if vnu Ind, 

'I hc thought of them would have Uir d up rcmorre." 

SjEBVINf. 

Sinrtly tb« Utter pt the two Inttrpretatioai offered hj Mr. Steevcnt 
it the true OQe«- fappoGng thefe wordi 10 relate to Macbeth. 

The p ifTaiic however, quoted fiom Ki':^J'^hn^ feenii in CftVOOff 
of the fuppotition that ihcfe word& rclaie 10 Mulcolm. 

That Macbeth. had childieii at forae period, appears from what 
• Ijidy Macbeth fays in the fir ft aA ; ^* I have given fuck,** See, 

I am ftill more flrougly ^onBrmed in thinking thefe words relate 
to Malcolm, and not to Macbeth, becaufe Macbeth kad a f«»n then 
alive, uamcd Lulah, who after hi^ tathcr'» death was proclaimed 
king by fome of bii friendi, and fl^n at Strathbolgic, about four 
months after tbc btttb of Dufffinanc. See Fordoa* StiH»Cin9* 

• L. V. c. viii. 

, Whether Shakfpcare was a||prized of this circumilance, caooot 
be now afcertaiued { but we caiinot prove that he was unacqiuioied 
■with it. VIalonb^ 

^ At 0nt fell fwoop ?] Swt^op \% the defceatrif a bird of prey oa 
his quarry. So, iu Tkt While Dtvilt iGi2 : 

That (he may take away all at one fwaop** 
Again, in Tit Btgg«tr*$ Bm/A, by Beaamont and Fletcher t 

no War profp^roui ! 

♦* All at a Jwoop." 
It is frequently, however, ufed by Drayton, in his PoljoUion, to 
txprefs the fwift defcent of fivers. STfltvaNS. 

^ Di/pute it like a nan.] i. e. contend with yonr prefeat forrow 
like a man. So, in Twelfth A'j^i/, Ad IV. Ic. iii : 

For though my laul diJ^uUi well «vuh axj fcure," See. 
Again, in Rmf ndfulitt s 

** Let mt diJfUf with thte of thy cHate.** Steivms. 
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And would not talc e their part? Sinfnl Macduff, 
They were all ftruck for thee ! naught that 1 am, 
N'^i for their own dcnierits, but for mine, 
Fell ilau"hter oa their iouls : Heaven rell them 

now: 

Mal. Be this the whetftone of your fword: let 
grief 

Convert to anger; blunt not the heart, enrage it. 
Ma CD. O, 1 could play the woman with mine 
eyes, 

^d braggart with my tongue !—— But, gende 
heaven. 

Cut fliort all intermiflion ;^ front to fron|, ^ 

Bring ihou this fiend of Scotland, and myfelf ; 
W ithin my fword's length fet him ; if he Ucapc, 
Heaven lurgive him too i ^ 

Mal. . This tune ^ goes manly* 

' Cut ^fliorl all intcrmiffioa ;J i. e. mil pavjt^ all ixttrvtning timn 
So, in K* Le«r t 

M Dclivcr*d IclUrs, fpltt of inlirwufion**' SnBVtMS. 

• ijkt'jtmpu I 

Htaven forgive kim too!] That is, if be efcape my vcagcaiice, 
let bim cfcjpe iliat uf Heaven alio. * 

An cxpreflso* neatly finilar occun in TU Cktrntn^ vlicrc ftm 
trudlfo, ipc.«kitic oTthe D'ike, Tays 

He fcap'd me ycKcrnight ; which if he dare 
Agaio adventure ior, heaven pardon him ! 
«« 1 iball, with all nj lietrU'* ' M. Maion. 

The meaning, I believe, it, if heaven be fo nnjuft at to let him 
efcape my vengeance, I am content that it (hould proceed flill fur. 
thcr in its injunice, and to impunity in this world add forgivcnefii 

hcreatier. Maloni. 

' This tune — j The folio reads: Tbii iitut, Tunt is i6>wc*| 
emendation. Stkivims* 

The emendation It fnpporled by a ibrmer paffage in this play^ 
where the word is ufed in a fimilar. manner: 

Macb. Weui it not fo 

Banq. To the Icif-fainc liutfand words* '* 

Vol. XI. Q 
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Come, go we to the king; our power is ready; 
Our lack is notliing but our leave : Macbeth 
Is ripe for lhaking, and the powers above 
Pat on their inilruineQts.*' Receive what cheer you 
may ; 

The night is long, that never finds the day. 



ACT V. SCENE 2, 



Daniinajae. A Koom in the Cajlk, 

Enter a Doctor of pk)jick, and a wailing Gentle- 

woman, 

tlocT. I have two nights watch*d with yon, bat 
can perceive no truth in yoor report. When was 
it fhe laft walkM ? 

Gent. Smce his majcRy went into the field»' I 

' Pat on tjnir inJlrumtHls.] i, e. encourage, ihrud forward ui 
ibeir inftrunitDis agaioft the tycinu 
So, in King Leer, Afl I. fc. iv : 

*» That you protcrt this conrfe, aad/«lit«ll 

»* By your allowance. ' Stelvens. 

* Since hii majtjtj went into the field,] This it one of Sliakfpcare't 
OTcrfights. He forgot ihM he had fliuc op Macbeth in Dotifinane, 
and fuiroundcd biro with berieij,crt. That he coiild ntt g§ i*t§ l4f 
Juidf ia obfervcdby himfelf wiih fplcncltc impatieoce t 
.1 - our cafilc'k lUeugih 
Will Uttgh a fiegc to fcornr Here let them lit 
Till fatoioeand the ague eat tlic n up. 
*» Were they not lorc'J wiih tho!e that Ihould be OOfl, 

We ntgkt have mtl tktm dmtejhl^ ktardU hsfdf 
M 4nd htat tkmk^kwMi i»iM«." 
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have fcen her rife from her bed, throw her nicht- 
gown upon her, unlock her ciofeit t^^c forth paper,' 
fold it, write upon it, read it, afterwards feal it, knd 
again return to bed; yet all this while in -a moft 
fail ileep^ 

DoCT. A great perturbation in' nature ! to re* 
cetve at once the benefit of fleep, and do the eSc&it 
of watclting.^In this flnmbry agitation, befideS 
her walking, and other a6lual performances, what, 
at any time, have you heard her fay ? 

Gent. That, fir, which 1 will not report after her. 

DocT. You may, to me ; and 'tis moil me^t you 
(liould. 

Gent. Neither to you, nor any one; having ntr 
tvitnefs to confirm my fpcech.; 

Bnter tadjf Macbeth, mih a iaptu 

Lo you, here flie coraes ! This is her very guifc ; 
and, upon my life, fad aileep. Obfervc her; (land 
clofe. 

It If clear alfo from other paiTages, that Mlfcbeth*^ motioDS bad* 
fong httn drcumrcHbed hy the walls of hit forlvcft. 

The timb may be, that Shakfpcare thought the fpirit of Lxdy 

Macbeth could not be fo efFcflu.-.lly fubducd, and her peace of miud 
fo fpeediiy unfcttUd by rcUcdioa on her guilt, a& during the kb> 
Imce of bcr hnlba^d : 

• d(fiito jaeuit dum frigida /ffl#, ' 

Dum quciitur tarda tit rtlitla dies. 

For the prefcnt change in her difpontion, therefore otir pocC 
(though in the hade of finifliing his play he forgot his plau,) micbr 
mean to have provided, bf alloitiog her fuch an toieival of foli* 
fude n would fubjed W minfl to penurbatfa»tt, aod difpofe her 
Ifaoughts to repentance. 

It does not a^pcai liom any circuinflaoce within the coropaft oi 
€bA% draioa, that flie had once been (eparaicd from' her hyfbaod* 
after hik rtAuro from the vidory over Macdij»awtld, and the Kiaf 
«f Noiwajr. Stmvikiv 
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DocT. ,How came (he by that light? , 
Gent. Why, it ftood by her: (he had light by 

her continually ; 'tis her command. 
DoCT. Vou lee, her eyes are open. 
Gent. Ay, but their knlc is Ihut.* 
DocT. What is it {he docs now ? Look, how fhe 

rubs her hands. 

Gent. It is. an accuflom'd a£lion with her, to 

feem th«6 walhing her hands ; 1 have known her 
continue in this a quarter of an hour, 

Lady M, Yet here's a fpot.* 

DocT. Hark, (he fpeaks : I will fct do%vn what 
comes from her^ to fatisfy my remembrance the 

more (Irongly. . 

Lady M. Out, damned fpot! out, I fay!— One; 
Two;'^ Why, then 'tis time to dot: Hell ia 

* Au hut tltir Me i% JhuL] Th«.,oW copy ha«-«f<ftut; tad 
fo -the witbor ceruioly wrote, tbougli it fouodi wry haitbly to our 

«ari« So again, in his i i2ih fonnct : 

»» In fo profound abvfm I throw all care 
" or oibers voices, ihai my zAdtt'iJtnfi 
M To critick sod to. flaturcr ftopped «r«.** MALon,' 
In tlie fonnct our author was codipcUcd to facrifice granmar to 
the convenience of rhyme, lo tha paffaga before u^ he wat fiec 
lirom fueh conHiaiof. 

What therefore ftiould forbid u> to read, with the prefeot 

text ? — 

Ay, bat their fcnfc is (but.** Sfsbvens. 
' rtt ktris a fpot.] A pafTagc romcwhat fiaular occars in Web- 
Vidorit Ctrombana, kc. i(.»2: 

4» y. Here's a while hand ! • - 

» Can blood fo foon be waOiM out ?** 
Webftcr** play wat pubiiflicd in i6ia. Sbakfpcare*i in i6iS. 

Stefvens. 

4 One; Two;] Macbeth docs not, previouQy to the mur- 
der, meniion the hour at which Lady Macbeth is to ftrike upon 
the' bell, which wat to be t|ie figaal for hit going into Doacan*a 
chamber to exccuu hit w>cked pnrpofe} but U leeau- that Lad/ 
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murky I^^Fie, my lord, fie ! afoldier, andafearM? 
yNhat need we fear yrho knows it, when none can 
call our power to account ?— Yet who would have 
thought the old man to have had fo much blood in 

him?« ^ 

DocT. Do you mark that? 

Lady M. The thane of Fife had a wife ; Where 
is flic now ? — ^What, will ihefc hands ne'er be 
clean?— No more o'that, my lord, no more o'that: 
you mar all with this ftartin^/ 

Macbeth ii now thinkiag of the momtnt when {be rang the bell ; 

and that two o'clock vras ilic hour whca the deed was perpetrated. 

This agrees wiih the fcene thai immediately precedes the murder, 
but not with that which follows It. Seep, iii, n. 4. Malone. 

* HtU is murky 11 Mmif U d^rL So. in TAt Ttm^Jk 

Aa JV. fc. i: 

the mnrkiejl den 

The mod opportune place,'*' Sec* 

lady Macbeth is ading over, iu a dream, the bufincfs of the mur- 
der of Duocan, and cncoura^iog her huibaad at when awake. She, 
therefore, would not have even hinted the terrors of hell to i»ne 
whofe coofcieoce (he (aw was too much alarmed already for her 

piirpofc. She certainly imaaiucs hcrfelf here talking to Macbeth, 
who, ((he fiippofes,^ had jull faid, llfll is tnurkji, (i, c. hell is a 
dtfmal place to go to iu coufequcace of luch a deed,) aod repeats bii 
words in contempt of hii cowardice. 

Hill -s v.'irij! — /iV, my /•r^, jfr / a folding and ajtardl This 
eNp!.ii).uio;», i iliiuk, gives a fpirit to the pafTage, which has hi- 
therto itppeared languid, being perhaps uiiiapprehended by thofe 
who placed a full point at the conelu(ion of it. Stsivens.' ' 

* ■ who w$ulJ kavt thought Ihi old man to kavt k»d Jo muck 
hhod la him f ] Statius, in a paCLige already fl|noted, fpeaking of 

the f'^'ord bv which an old man was flain, calls it egtnlrm fanguinis t 
en/em; <i!ul O/id, [Met. L. VII. ! HtrfcriMiig a wound inflidcd OB 
a ruper.inuuatcd ram, has the fame circumllauce : 
— ~*guttura cnltro 

Fodit, k txi^w macntavit fngnnt ferrum. StibVbms. 

7 yott wer «// with Ikh JlMrlhg. ] Alluding to the terrors of 

Macbeth, when the ghoA broke in on the feftivity of tbe banquet. 

* SrEEVENS. 
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DocT. Goto, go |o; yoa have known what you 

Ihould not. 

Gent. She ha$ fpoke what fhe Hiould not, I ani 
fure of that: Heaven knows' what ihe has known* 

Lady M. Here's the fmell of the blood ftill : all 
the perfumes of Arabia will not fweeten this little 

hand. Oh?/ oh! oh I 

DocT. VVbata figh is there? The heart is forcly 

charged. 

Glnt. I would not havefuch a heart in my bOv 
fom, for the dignity of the whole body, 

DocT. Well, well, well, — 

Gent. Tray God. it be, fir. 

DocT. This difeafc is beyond my praflicc : Yet 
I have known thofe which have walk'd in their 
ileep, who have died holity in their beds. 
\ - LadyM* Walh your hands, put qn your night-' 
gowi^; look not lb pale: — I tell you yet again, 
Banquets buried; he cannot come out of his grave, 

DocT. Even fo ? 

Lady M. To bed, to bed ; there's knocking at 
the gate.* Come, come, come, come, give me your 
hand ; What's done, cauoot be undone: To bed, 
p bed, to bed. • [£xiV Xfli// MaCBEXH, 

DocT. Will flic gB now to bed? 
Gent. Direfllv. 

DocT. Foqi whifperings are abroad : Unnatural 
deeds \ ^ 

Do breed unnatural troubles : InfeAed minds 

*'T4M^ it M; Um*$ tn^tHng mi Ih s«te.] Lady MKbeth 
her fleep is Ulkii)g of Duncan's murder, aod recills to her tqiii^ 
tb« ctrcumfttoce of the kaockiogu ibe,gett juft after it. A. C. 

«- . . 
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To their deaf pillows will difcharge their fecrets. 
More needs fhe the divine, than the phyfician.— 
God, God, forgive us all! Look after her; 
Remove from her the means of all annoyance, 
And ftill keep eyes upon her:— So, good night: 
My mind fhc has mated. ' and amaz'd my Qgbt : 
I think, but dare not fpeak. 

G£KT. Good night, good do^iot. 

[ ExmnU 

• My mind flu has mated, ) ARoniftied, confounded. JOHMIOli; 
The cxpreflion if ukcn from ckrjs pUjing: 
«« ^'^ibat fo young a warrior 

Should bide the (hock of fuch approved Vnigbts , 
' *» Ai be ihis day hath tnMd and mated too." 

' SalkuM tiki TtrJUm. 

M woman, 

Woife tbao Medolt m«/</A nil our minds." 
* - OjUnio FuriofOy by R. Greene, iSgg. 

»• Not mad, but ma(kd," Comedj oj Errtrs. SlEEVfUt. 
Scofff, in the commeiidatory verfes prefixed to Drayton % He- 
rncail EpiJUa, mAtB nfe of tbiapbrafe, aad exaftly In the lame 

fenfe t , j ' j ' 

Yet with tbefe broken rcliques, naltd nine, 

«• And what a iuaiy-gricvtd thought can fey. 

' Holt White. 

Our author, as well as Ins con temporaries, feems lo have ufed 
the word as explained by Dr. Johnfon. Mr. Pope fuppofes iMtl* 
lo mean here conquered or JubJueJi b«t that clearly i» not the fenle 
affixed lo it by ShakCpcarej though the etymology, fuppofiog the 
CXpreffioo to be taken from ckf/s-phyhg, w\^hi lavour fuch an in- 
terpretation. Cum fublaiis grcgariis a&ilur regis de viia &: Ian. 
Buin^, fic cum nnlla ea clabendi via, nullum fubterfMium, qUI 
MATE, iuquit, qaa6 flM/«i«, i. «. occifus, killed, a »«ler, 
[Hitpan.] occidcre." MinOieu's Dict. in v Male. 

The origiual word was to amatc, which Bullokar in hu Expofiiot^^ 
8v o. 1616, explains by the words. to difmay. to make alraiU : 
fo that ma/f. as commonly ufed by Ottf .old Wfiltra, hat ao f«fef 
eiice to chcft'playing. MAt.ONB» 



23q MACBETH. 

SCENE II. 
The Country 'near Daofiaane. 

Enter^ with Drum and Colours, Mentbth, Cath- 
HESS, Angus, Lenox, and Soldiers^ 

Ment. The Englifh power is near, led on by 

Malcolm, 

His uncle vSiward. ' and the good Macduff. 
Revenges burn in them : for their dear caufes 
Would, to the bleeding, and the gnm alarm. 
Excite the mortified man. ^ 

A NO. Near Birnam Wood 

Shall we well met them; that way are they com- 

• Fits uncle 5iu/ari, j »« Dunraii had two Tons (fays Holinfhcd) 
by his wile, who was the daughter cf Si^ard^ Lari of Noitkum' 
H9lm»4** STEEVENt. 

' ExciU the moirificd man. ] Mr. Thcobild will needs explain 
this cxprcfliofi. ** mtans ( favs he] the man uko \ai aiantlon*i 
kimftlf to dejfair^ who has fpi*^t or rtlolution I' ft," \nd, to 
fupport ihit feofc of mortiftd he quotes moflijitd fpirit in 

another place. But if thft wet the iDcantog, Shakfpeerc had not 
wroie tkf m9T^fie<i man, but a moitifitd man. In a vorci, bv tht 
mottijitd man, is rncani a refi^ious ; one who has fub iueii hi> paHions, 
is lo the woilJ, ha.N abaadoucd it, and all ilic aiiairs ol it: 
ao Aftiii€. WAREoaTON. , , 

So, in Monfteur D'Olivt^ 1 606 : 

•» He like a morUjifd hermit fits " 
Agaiu, in Gfcen's Nevtr to latt^ 1616: I perceived in the 
words of the hermh the perfed idea of a •ortijtid M«a.** 
Again, in /.or L , hour's LoJ, ASt I. fc. i: 
My lovinc lord, Dumain n m n/ifi'J ; 
•» The groUcr in.inner of this \vo:l.i s dcliglits 

He throws upon the grofs woild's baler ilavcs," Sec. 

SruvsMS. 
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Cath. Who knows, if Donalbain be with his 
brother ? 

Len. For certain, fir, he is not: I liavc a file 
Of all the gentry ; there is Siward's fon. 
And many unrough youths^'* that even now^ 
Proted ihcit drll of oianhood. 

Men. What does the tyrant? 

Cath. Great Dnnfnianc he ftninc^ly fortifies: 
Some lay, he's mad; otliers, that ieiier hate him. 
Do call it valiant fury: but. for certain, • 
He cannot buckle his diHenipci'd caufe 
Within the belt of rtiie, ^ . 

Ang. "Now docs he feel 

His ficret murders Aickini^ on his hands; 
Nnw minutely revolis n[d)raid his faiih-brench ; 
1 iiofc he commands, nu»vc ordv in cominand. 
Nothing in love: now docs he feel hi;> title 
Hang loofe about him, like a giaai*& robe 
Upon a dwarhih thief. 

Meht. * Who then fhall blame 

His peUei'd fcnfes to recoil, aud flait, * 

* onrongh jr»K/Ai, ] An odd «s|>reffion. It means fmooth* 
fac*d, unbearded. STEEVENa. 

Sec Tkt TAnptH: 

♦* ttU new-born chiat 

»* Be rough and tazorablc.** * 
Again, in Kingjukn: 

This unMf'd faucincft, and boyifb troopi, ^ 
The king doth rmile kt.*' Malonb. 

* //^ cnvr.ot bin klc hh Jijlrmffr'il (tkuft 

Wit hi It tk$ hilt of fit/«. ] The fane melapbor occnn in Trttltu 
Mud CrtjjUa: , 

And Hcklt in a waift moft fathomlcCi." Steevens. 
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When all that is within him does condemn 
Itfelf, for being there? ^ 

Cath. Weil, march wc on. 

To give obedience where 'tis truly ow'd : 
Meet we the medecin ' of the iickiy weal ; 
And-witd him pour we, in our country's purge. 
Each drop of us. 

Len. Or (b much as it needs. 

To dew the fovereign flower, and drown the weeds.* 
Make we oar march towards Biruam. 

. [ txcunt, mat ching^ 

S C E N E 1 1 1. 
Dunfinane. A Room in the Cajilc. 

Enter Macbeth, Do£lor, and Auendanis. 

Macs. Bring me no more reports ; let them fly 
r all: 3 

* Vflm «// M#l ti witkim iim iits ctnitmn ' 

UftlJ^ J9r Mng tktrt f J T^at ii, when alt the faculties of the 
mind arc employed in felUcoiidcmnati on. Johnson. 

" the m(d<'nn-~ ] i. e. phyfifiaii. ShaUfpcarp uPcs thii 

word in the feoiininc gender where Lafeu fpeaks of Helen ia Ail's 
Welt tkst Ends WtlU aod Florizel, in Tk9 Winttr's Ule, caUt 
CamiUo " the wudttin of our houfe." Stekvsns. 

* To dcv/ the fovtreifn Jtower^ kc, \ Tbit ttocommon verb occurt 

io Look *h:'uf J'ou^ 1600 : 

** Driving your piinrcly hand wilh pity's tears ** 
Again, in Spcofer't Fatrj Q^iten^ B. IV. c. will : 

<• Dtm*d with ber drops of bounty fovcral^e.** 

STE EVENS. 

^ Drini^ me nj morr reports; Sic. ] Tell mr not any m$n of dt/tf* 
Horn: — Let sU my Judjcdt leave me: — / sn/aje till kc. 

JOHMSOir. 
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Till Birnam wood remove to Dunfinanc, 
1 cannot taint with fear. What's xhe boy Mal- 
colm ? 

Was be not born of woman ? The fpirits that know 
All mortal confequents, pronouncM me thus : * 
Fear not^ Macbeth ; no man^ thai^s born of woman^ 
Shall e'er Have power on iltee, ^ — Then fly, folk 
thaneft. 

And mingle with the Eoglifh epicures : * 

* AU m$Tisl coafequenti, pnnmmtU m llvx i ] Tbe old ^ppjr 
f cads — 

AU rnprtal confcquctir^i, ktivt pronounc'd me tbut. 
But the line muft originally- have nn ai f have printed it: — 
Corren/j, confequcn/i, occurrcn/j, ingredien/i. Ice. ate alwajrt 

fpelt in the ancient copies of our author'5 plny^, currencf^ OOIX«» 
fcquentr, occurrence, ingredieuc/," &c. Steevens. 

' 00 thte. ] Old copy — upon, Stf.eveks, 

* Englijh (p'uvres:] The reproach of cpicurifm, on which 

Mr. Theobald has bcllovicd a ootCf i» nothing more tiMin a natural 
inveAlve uttered bv an inhabitant of a batren -country, againft 
thoTe who have more opportunities of luxury. JoHNaON. 

Shakfpcarc took the thought from Holinfticd, p. 179 and 180, 
of his tiijtorj of Scotland : ~ tbe Scoiiih people before had no 
knowledge nor tinderflanding of fine f»re or liotoos forfet ; yet 
after they had once tailed the Tweet poifoaeil bait thereof &c.-« 
thofe fiipernuiiie* u!nch c^•^^c into the regime of Scftlland u'ith the 
Englijl.men" S*.c. At;.Tu) : " For matiic of the people abhoniug the 
riotous manners and rupetlluous gormandizing biought iu among 
them by the Engljfiumen, were witling Inough to rereiv« lHi» Donald 
for their king, trufling ( becaufc he had bcene brought np in tb« 
Ifle<(, with the old cuflomcf and manners of their aniient nation, 
without u(l of Englijb liknom dtii'atsj^ they fliould by his feucre 
order in gonemctnent recouer agaioe the former temperance of 
their old progenitors." The lame hiAorian iitforms 119, that in 
thofe ages the Scots eat but once a dav, and even then very fpw- 
liogly. it appears from Dr. Johnfon s JoirrJi^^ to ikt Wejietn Ijlands 
tfStcUmni^ that tbe natives liad neither kmil nor brogues, till they 
were taught tbe an of planting the one« and hiaking the other, by 
the foldiers of Cromwell ; anJ vet K. James VI. in his 7th p.irlia- 
ment thought it necefTary to form an ad againft fupeilluout 
Itanquetiag." Srit:v£NS. 

I 
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The mind I fway by, and ihc heart I bear. 

Shall iiever fagg with doiibt, ^ nor ihake with fear* 



Ent€r a Servant. 
The devil damn thee black* thou creani*fiicM 

loon !^ 

■ 

Where got'fl thou that goofe look.?^ / 
Ser. There is ten thouland— — 
Macb. Geefe, villain? 

Slk. , Soldiers, fir. 

Macb. Go, prick thy face, and over-red thy 
fear, / 



• Shmll ntver figg with To Jag, or /li'ajj^, is to ftnlc do«m 

by its own weight, or bv an ovciload. Stc Junius's tiMn 'o^i '^n. 
It i& common lu SiafforUIhirc lo lay, a beam ia a buiidioj^ /a^i, 
or his /ag^fti." TOLLBT. 

So, io the i6ih fong of Drayton's Foljolbion: 

" This faid, tbe aged Sircci Jag 4 fadly on alooe.** 
Draytoo it pcTTooifyiag one •of ihc old Ronan w&yt* 

* Siievras* 

Again, in Wils^ Fils^ and Fancies, iSjS: ** He lookc cxcrp- 
tinn^ to his uavcUer't bag^ vrliicli be ytotc jB^ng ^lowa hi* belly 

befoic." Malone. 

^ loott I ] At prefeat this word is only ufed in Scotland, 

and figniBet a bafe fellow. So', in Mattowe's tragedy of KtMg Ed" 

" For Oiamc fiiViforiSc ! atn! let ihc /(3'»-nc riepart." 
Again, iu Decker s IjlonrJ Whore^ fecotid part, iG3o: 
The ftardy beggur , arid the lazy /ownf.'* 
'K. Sicpben, in the old fong, called his taylor, hoiu 

Stieiqims. 

7 Wktrt ntCH tUu thai goofe /mI 1 ] So, in CmliuMi 

** V c foul* of Z"f'^ 

*» Thai brar ilic ihapc ot men, how have ve run 
M Froaflavet that apes would beat?" Malun£. 
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Thou lily-liver'd boy.' What foldicrs, patch?* 
Death of thy foul! thofe linen chcckb of thine 
Are counfellors to fear. " What ful Jicrs, vvhcy-facc?* 

Ser. The Englifh force, fo pleafe you. 

Macb. Take thy lace hence. — Scyton! — I ai& 
fick at heart, 
When I behold-— Scyton, I fayl^This pufli 
Will cbeer me j^ver, or diifeat me now*^ 

* lHflhm*i hj» ] Cbtpftiao thui uaoilatet a ptflkg* In 

the 90th Iliad : 

— his fword that made a vent for his xvkitt livtr's hloii^ 

*• TUtcaUi'd Juch piiijul tfftat ** 

Again, Falftafffays, in the fecood part of K. Henry IV: — lef( 
tbe liver while and which is the badge of pttfUlanimtf ami 

COVrdict. STE EVENS. 

9 — patch l'*^ An appellation of contempt, alliulin^ to the pied^ 
fatch'dy or particoloured coals anciently wora by the fools be- 
longing to noble famUiea. Sri evens* • 

* -7—— Uo/e lintn tkitks oj thine 

Aft coonfellort tt fear. 1 Tbe meaning, ia, thej HifcA otfaen 
wbo*fte tbcm, with cowardice. Wauokton* * 

' — ^ wbejr-/K<F ] So, in Ti§ Mtrry Wives of Windfor, 4to. 
cdiu 1619 : — and hai as it were a wifj-coioarcd beard/* 

Steevens. 

* or diCTeat mf 1 The old copy reads dijfe»t, ibougit 
modern editors baVe fubftitoted di/ea/e in its room. The word 
diffemt occurs in Tht two Noble KmJmtP by Fletcher and Sbak- 
fpenre, fccne ilie hfl, ^ where ^tfitbous is dcCcribiog the fall of 
Arcite from his hoife: 

fecks all fool racani 

Of boifteroos and rough jadry, to difiai 
t« His lord that kept it bravely.** 
Dr. Percy would read : 

♦» Will chair mt ever^ or dipnt me now." 
It is Hill, however, poffihie that dipa/e may be the tme ifadiiif • 
Thus in N. B'eton** Toyes of an idle Hemi^ >^77 ^ 
»* My ladies maydes too I muft pleafCt 

But chicfcly Miftrefs Anne, 
«* For clfe by the maffe (he tnll diftafo 
*' Me vyly now and than.'' 

Dijt^i ia the readtag of the fecond folio. Sruvtm, ' 



> 



V 



fl58 



M A C B E T H. 



1 have liv\l long cnougli : my way of life* 
Is falin into the fear, ^ the yellow leaf: • 



• / hitre liv'Jloyi^enougk: my way of life kc] As there is na 
relation between tlic way of lijt^ and Jallen into tit Jtar^ I am in- 
cliacd to think, that the W is only au M inverted, • and that it was 
originally wtittcof , 

— my May of lift. 

1 am now ftt([td fiom tkt fpfing to tki autumn of my dayi : iut I am 
witkoul tkojt comJotU ikat Jhvuld Juccttd tkt Jfrigktltntjs oj khom, and 
Jupp9rt mt in tku mimtkoly Jta/on, 

The author bu Mty ia the Ikat fenft clfewhere. Johmmn. 

Aft Mfufaifiu [ Dr. Jobnfon, whofc Remarkc o'o tbU tragedy 
Ircre origioaUy pubUflMd* withom hh nuiilc, ia S745,] wottl4 
have it: 

— my May oj lijt : 
But he did oot con Oder that Macbeth' ii vot here fpeaking of hh 
mlf or gox^ernmcat, or of any fudden change ; but of the gradual 
dccliac of life, as appears from that line : 

And that, which fhould accompaay ttd 0gt*** 
And tragr it wfed for coitrfc, progreft. WAatuaioN. 

To confirm the jaftnrft of May of life for orgyr of OfeV lfr« Gol^ 
Aaa qootes from Much ado about Nothing: 

May of youlU aod bloom of luftyhood.'* 
And iC. Henty Vi 

My puiflant licge x% in the very Jll«;.mom of his youth." 

tAiiGTOir. 

$0, in Sidney's /IJropke! and $/W/e, Aanza 2r: 

If now the May of mj )fars much decline." 
Again, in Tkt S^anijh Curatt ot Jicautnont and Fletcher r 
(i ^_yoa met me 

With eqiul ardonr In yoAr 9f hl$$d,*'' 

AglUBt in The Sea Vcya*f, by the fame authortS 

Anil in ihrir May of youth, " tec. 
Again, in Tke (Juardiun of Mallingcr : * 

I am in Hie May of my abilitic<. 

And you in your December*'* \ 
Aglin, in The Rivr^ndo of ihc fame author: 

*^ Having my heat and May of youib| to plead 
•* In toy exiufV.** 
A|^A, in Claudius Tibtiiut Jftro^ 1607 • 



H.Tsl I in thi^ 



fair May of all my glory," S:c. 
Again, in Kmf^ 'John and Matilda^ by K. D.ivcnport. iG55: 

Thou art yet in thy green Mau twcuty-fcvcu fuow 
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And that which HioulJ accompany old aeje, 
As honour, love, obedieace» troops oi iiieads, 

I have now no doubt that Shalfpeare wrote M«y and not waj. 

It is obrcrvabic in ibis very plav tlmt the contrary error of the prcb 
huh happened trom ^ rnifiuke of the fame Icltcrs. 

Hear not my itcps which maj they walkc." 
Eefidet^ that a fimilaritjr of cxpreSon to other paffages ofSbak^ 
fpcare, and the cottdaouy of lh« figure, botti uotte to fupponiho 
propofed emendation. 
Thus io his Sonnttt ; " 

*^ Two beantcoQf firings to ytlhw atinmrn turs*^** 
Again, in Kinj^ Richard 11 : 

*' He that hath fulFered tl i* difordcr'd fpring. 
Hath Qow himfeir met with ibc Jail »J UaJ" 
The fenticneDt of Macbeth I take to be this : Tit Under Itmfts of 
ktft^ tit fr§m/i if ny gramr dmjs, mit a«w in' mf Mlama, miAtr*d 
mnd fntitU/s: mf mellow hftvgingt §rt M Jh»§k md I «« Utfi 

hmf4 l9 Iki wtmliir, HthLkH, 

The old reading fhouM not^ave been difcarded, iii the* follow- 
ing paffaget prove that it vras a mode o( exprcl&oik hk afe at thafc 
time, as courjt of life is now. , 

In Maffinger*s Vny Wman^ the Doftor fayt 

" In way of life 1 did enjoy one friend." 
Apia, in The New Way to pay Old Dehti^ Lady AllwOftb (ajri 
If that when 1 was miftreis of myfeif. 
And in my way of youik,'* &c. M. Masok. 

Agaaa, m l'tTttUf^ Princt of Tyrty 1609, Ad I. fc. i : 
** Thus ready for i^e way of Life or death, 
•« I wait the Oiarpcft bluw." Stmvbiis. 

The meaning of thi« cootefled paflage, X think, is thii. I have 
lived lon)j enoueb. In the couifc or procrefs of life, i am arrived 
at that period when the body begins to decay; i have rcaclicii the 
autumn of my days. Thofe comforts which ought to accompany 
old age, ( t«r compenfate for the inftrmitict naturallf attending it,) 
I have 00 title toexped; but on the contrary, the curfei of thofe 
I have injured, and the hollow adulation of mortihcil dlependantt* 
I have lived long enough. It is time for me 10 retire. 

A palTagc in ooe of otir author's Sonne-.s ^ quoted by Mr. Stceveat 
in a fubfequcnc note) may prove the befl comment on the prefcnt : 
" That time of year in me thou may'ft behold, 
When ytllow leaves or none or lew do hang 
Upon thoCc boughs, which fhakc againft tbt cold, 
** Birc raki*4 cboin^ wbtra lau the fweet bird* fiuig»'* 
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J I mufl not look to have ; but, in ihcir dead, 

Curfes, not loud, but deep, uiouih-honour, breathy 

Are not thcfe lioc^ almoft n p.-iraplirafc on the cooleiled pirt of 
the vi1I»l;c before us:* — He who coiiUI lay lhat you tnieht behold 
Ihc ah'uMi in km^ would noi (cruplc lo write, ihat ki wa& Callen 
into the auiumn oC hb dMt (i, c. urto cknt 4c*»f «IimI» 
accompaniu autumn) ; and bow eafv is the trnniiiion from thi* CO * 
f.iyin<^ fhat " the cok'/V or pTca^irfi of his lift had rt.ic'ud the au- 
tumnal Icafon?" which is all that is m«jiat by ihe words of the 
text, " My way of life/* tec. 

The^ufm^ the fear,* the yellow leaf/* fimply and abfolutelf 
for antumn^ or ra'i er autatnt.al dnaj, bccaufe in autumn the leavea 
• of tree, turn veilow, atid hc^in lo fall nnd dcr.c,, is certainly a 

liceuuuu!> niude of exprciUoit \ but ii is luch a Iilcucc as may be 
^ found in almoft eve^ pa^e of our author » works. It would irtfo 
have been more n.ii iral for Macbeth to have faidt tbat« in tht 
C'»u fe or pro^rcf*^ of lilc, kt haJ arrived at his autumn, tliao to 
fay, that the courfe of hi» litc iifclf liad fallen into aututnn or dc>. 
cay; but this too ii mneh in Shakfpeare't manner. With refpeft 
to the unrd fallm, which at htft view feems a very Angular CX- 
prefhon, I ftron.:lv fiifpeit that he raupht it ftam the language of 
coiivcifatioo, in wltich we at ti is diy oitcn fav ih.ii this or that 
pcrfon is JaUtn int0 m dftmy; " a phrafc that might have been cur- 
rent in his time alfo.- It is the very idcft here conveyed. Macbeth 
is fallen into his autumnal dtttim, 

, In Kini^ Htnif I' II I . the word way fecms to figpify, at in tho 

prcfent paflagc, cou fe or ienour.' 

The wajr of our piofelBon is agatnftit." 
And in Ricimri tt. tke fall of lt„p i« ufed, as io the paf- 
ilge before us, (imply and abiolutely for bodily decays 
• »» He who h.Tth ftit*rr ! ilii* .liloulcr d fprin((, 

*• Hath now himlclt aici u ike fall of liaf." 
When a .palTage can be thus eafily explained, and the mode of 
cxprelfion i« to much in onr poei s general manner, furely any at* 
tempt at emctidaiion is not onlv uoneceUTary, hut daugcious. How* 
ever, as a rea.iiiiii which was originally piopofed by Dr. Johnfon, 
and has been auopicd lu the tnodctn editions, — my May of 
'life,** bat many favourers, I (hall add a word or two on that fub* 

jca. 

By his " Maj of life h.-.vln^ fallen into the yellow leaf," that is, 
into autumn, we mull uuderlUnd thai Macbeth means either, that 
being in reality young, he is, in confequeocc of hit cam, arrived 
at a prtmmture old ai^r ; —or liut he means Gmply M ^flcrt, that in 
• the ptogrcTt of life he hat paffed fiom If ^ or yoiaUi to autum or 
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Which the poor heart ^troulct fain deny, and dare 

not. 
Seyton!— 

old age ; in otheic. words, tbat he is now an old noan, or at leaft 
btair being cue. * « 

If the lirfl ititcTprttnilnn be roaintaincil, it Is fufFicient to fav, (I 
ufc ihc words oi my tiiciid Mr. Tlood, w liofc ingenious coiiuncnt 
on ihis padage I publiihed fome )c:ai» ago,} that Macbc(li« wtica 
he rpeakt ^is Tpeecb, ii natjouikfnl^ He is coniempoiary to Banqao 
who is advanced tn year», ?.nA who hath a fftn opon the fcene abl< 
lr> cfnpc ihe pnrfnii of .tH dlins and ihc vigilance Macheth. " I 
Duy hkcwile add that Macbeili liavine now (at for fcvemeen years 
on the throne of Scotland^ cannot with any probability be fuppofed 
to belike our authof^t Heory V. in theMa)-morti of his youth/* 
We BDuQ ihc-rcfare underfland thcfe words in the l.itur fcnfe ; 
aimclfy, chat he means only, that in the ordinary progrefs ht haa 
pafled from the fpring to the autunia of life, from yogth to the 
coofinea of age. What then is obtained by this alteration * for this 
is prcfifcly the mcniiiii : of the words as the) Hand in tlic old copy, 

1 here is ftill aaoikcr very ilron*^ objedion to the propofcd emcn- 
()atiou^ It is allcdged that in this very pUy majr is printed in&ead of 
enei, and why liiayndtthe contrary error have happened her«?» 
For this plain reafon ; hccaufc .Maj ( the month ) both in mmufcript 
and print alw.us is cxhil»i;cd wiilt a capital letter, :nid it is exceed- 
iu^\y improbable that a cucupoliioi ai lUc prcls lltould ufe a fmall !f 
ioftcad of a capital' M. 

But, without Goin<; further into this fubjeft, it It fufficient for 
our purpofe, that the text, a*, it is exhibited in the ancient copy, 
atfoids an obvious, eafy icute, without any emcadatioa whatloever. 

X Malonx. 

0 ikt fear,.] Sur is dry. S'ot in Beaumont and FteicherV 
Monfitur Tk§mMS^ 1639: . ^ 

Jtar winter ^ 

" Huh fcal'd the fap tip. " ' 
And Miliou has — Ivy ncvct Jtar.' 

Sbakfpeare has the fame thought in his fSd fonniet: ' 
That time of year thou may ft 10 me behold,' 
" When jtlUw le/ivrs," kc. Stfrvens. 

Again, in our author's Loiur's ComfhwA, where the epithet i« fo 
ufed, as clearly to afcctiain the meaning o( tUc fear, the ycUow 
leaf," in the paffage before us: 

— — fpite of heaven's fell raec. 

Some hciiuty peep'd ibrough lattict' of /«ir'i •gt- " 

MAJiOME4( 

Yoi,, XI. K 
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>^ Enter Sevton. 

Sfy. What is your gracious pleafure? 

M.vcR. What news more? 

Sev. All is CO II Firm' J, iny lord, which was re- 

' ported. 

Maca* ni fight, till from iny b^nes my flefli be 
hackM.— , 
Give me my armour. / 

Sey. * *Ti$ not needed yet. 

Macb. FU put it on. 
Send out more iiorfes, (kirr the country round; ' 
Hang .thofc that talk of fear. '•^i.Give me 'mine ar« 

roour. — 
How docs your patient, doclor? 

DocT. • Not fo fick, my lord. 

As flic is tro'.i!;]cfl with tbick-coiDing fancies. 
That keep hcr^ from her reft. 

Macb. Cure her of that: 

Canll thou not minifter to a mind difeas^d; , 

7 — — fkirr tke countrj round To Jiirr^ I believe, (igninet to 
fcour, to ridt hiAilf. Th« word Uufcd hy Bcattoumi aad Flcuhw 

io Tkt Martial Maid: 

WtiiHt I, vriLli tl is 2nd this well mounted, j8fiT*i 
** A horfc tioop, through and through. " 
Again, io K. Hmrf V: 

And make then Jtirr awav, as fwirt as ftottca 
Enforced from ilic old Alfyiian fliogl.** 
Again, in Bcaumoni and hictcher'i 'Bondutai 
** the light (badowt, 

«• That, in a thought, /cur o*er ibe ficldt of cotli| 
<• Halted on erutchet to them.*' STfEVtus. 

* tott ^fear.] The fiecoAd folio reads jfoa^ in fear. 

HmoEBiON. 

• That krtp her—-] The latter word, which wai ioadvertenilf 
omitted in the old copf, w«s added b/ the editor of tba fecond 

folio. Malome. 
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* 

Pliick from tbe iDjemory a rooted forrow; 

Raze out the written troubles of the brain ; 

And, with lunie fvvect oblivious antidote,* 
Cieanfe the Auft'd bofom of that perilous ftu£f, ' 
Which weighs upon the heart? 



' Avd wilk fome Jwtti obliritvt tnti(liitf,'\ Perhaps, as Dr. Farmef 
has obferved, out poet here remembered Speofer's defcription of 
Mep«oihe: 

Nepenthe is a drinck of fovertigii fgnttf 
Devized by the gods for to aiTwage 
Harts giief, and bitter gall away to chace,— ' 
Inllead thereof Tweet peace and quiciage 
•« It doth cftabliOi in ibt troubled mynd.** 
Fmuf Qjuntt B. IV. c. iii. ft. 34* Malomi. 

Odr author't idea might have been caught from the 6th bodl of 
Ti$ J^nni^ where the cffefis of Ltlkt are defciibtdi 

— ^ Lethxt ad fluaiinis UDciatn 

Securos laticcs, &: longa oblivim potant. ^ . 

That tranOated by Fbaer, i558: 

Thefe liquors qucochiag cares, aad long forgetful draughts 

ihei drink 

" That of ihcic lives, and former labours paft, ihcy neuer 
thinck.** St£ivens. 
' CUanfe lit ftttiPd h/m «/ tUt petit— t jfajf,] Shtfd Is the read« 

ing of the old copy; but for the fake of tfie car, whicli mufl be 
fhocked by the recurrence of fo harfti a word, I am willing to read, 
Joult Ai there is authority for the change fiom Shakfpeare bimfelf, 
in As liki tl, AA II. fc. vi : 

«* Clranfe the foul body of the infcAeid world.** 
We properly fpeak of titanfing what it /fa/, but not what 
Jiufftd, Steevens. 

The recuTTence of the word fluff \x\ this paflagCt is very unpleaGng 
to the ear, but there is do ground, 1 think, to fufped the text to 
,bc corrupt ; for our author was extremely fond of fuch tepetfaSiooi* 
.Xhoi, in Anttnj and Cleopatra: 

*• Now for the love of love^ — . " 
The gieateft £r»c4 leading gfsce, ** 

Airs well tut ni» 

-i-^witb what good fpeed 
Our mmu will make us means." Ihid. 
•* U fi^ glieveuft to vc, d/ing. ** iC. Hiaf| flll% 



244 MACBETH. 

DocT. . Therein the patient 

Muft mini ft cr to hitTifclf. 

Macs. Throw phyhck to. the dogs, 1 11 none of 



Come, pot mine armour on ; give me my ftaff 
Seyton.iend out. — Doi^lor.the thanes fly from me : — 
Come/fir, defpatch If thou could'fl, dodor^caft 
The ivaur of my land/, find Jier difeafe. 

Upon hii brow Jkmnu \% •^•m'i to fit. " R«mi9 nd JuUei^ 

For by this knot thou (hall (o Jurelj lie 
»» Thv now %nJuTd ejjurance to the crown." KingJahM, 
*' fidirvt me, I do not beiievc thee, man." Ibid, 
. lUofc l»e cimuMnitt mow only in — >. *' > 

The words Jlufd and f,u(f, however mean they may found at prc- 
fcnt have, Vikc manv oihcr t«rms, been Ucbafcd by ii.ne, aod 
anpear to have been formerly coolidered as'word^ proper to beofed 
in palfaRes of the greaieft dignity. A» fuch Shakfpcare has em- 
ployed tliem in Romf^ and Juliet, tke WirMr s TaU^Juhus 
Ccrf.-,u !cc. Aonin, in The TmftJ^ in a paffagc where ihe author 

Miiainly aimed ai dig»»iy= _ ' . r j , 

»* And, liiie ihi» unfubftantial pageant, faded, 
»* Leave not a tack behind.— We ire fuch Juf 
• ' As drcntns arc made of 
In a note on a pafiagc in OiktUo, Dr. Johnfoo obfervc*, that 
€1 fiulf in ibe Teutonick languages is a word of great force. The 
Clements (he adds) are called in Dutch k99jdpfeM^ or kend-jtjt. 

The nrefcot qoM^ion is not concerninu the dignify of the word_l 
tufft'! '»ut it's naufeous iteration, of whi.li no example ha.\ been 
•JrodJccd by M. Malone; for that our aujhor has indulged Wmfelf 
iu the repetition of harmonlotts words, is no proof that be would 

have repeated harfh ones. » . r u .k . 

1 may venture alfo fin fupport of mv opimon). to fubjoin, that 
the fame ccntleman, in a very judicious commeotOo K. lltmrf IV,', 
P n p. l b. n. 7. has obferved, " that when a word it repeated 
Without propriety, in the /Mm. or two fucccedii.p hues, there u 
great reafon to fufped fooie eorrupuon." SXEfeVBi**. 

Th' u:,tcT of my land,] cajl the Wtiifr was the phrafe in ufe 
for I ndina out difoider. by the infpeaion of wtine. So, io 
UiiMj,, a novel b> John Hi*<l«, iMt LudUa perceiving, 
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And purge it to a found jand prifline health, 
I would applaud thee to the very echo, 
That (hould applaud aeain.r— Pvilft off, I fay.^ 
Wh^t rhubarb, fenna, or what purgauve ^rog, 
Would fcour ihefe EngUfli heciqe? — Heareft thou 
of them ? 

DocT. Ay, my good lord; your royal preparation 
Makes us hear fomething. 

Macs. Bring it after me. ■■ » 

I will not be afraid of death and bane. 
Till Birnam foreil come to Dunfinane. [£xtV. 

DocT. Were I from Dunfinane away and clear. 
Profit again fbould hardly draw me here. [ExU^ 



SCENE IV, 
Country near Dunfinane ; A wood in vim* 

• 

Entn\withDrum and Co/ai/n.MALCOLNf, oWSiward 
and hii Son, Macduff, Mlnteth, Cathness, 
' Angus, Llhox^ Ko&S£, and Soldiers^ m^ircJang, 

Mal. Coufins, I hope, the days are near.at hand, 
That, chambers will be fafe. 

Ment. We doubt it nothing, 

Siw. What wood is this before us? 

wilhottt •»JHng ktr v«l«r, where Qie was pained," &e. Again, in 
tk9 W%j9 Wtmm •/ H»iJdov, i63S: Mother N(>tiinghi|iD, for 
ker time, -was pretty well ikilled in ««jfit/ waltfW* ** Sxeetem. 

* «-*/iiiM,] Tb« ol4 copy rc«di— S»bvihi« 

^ Cpireacd by Mr. t^ire. Maloxb. 
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Ment. The wood of Birnam. 

Mal. Let every foldier hew him down a bough,^ 
And b€ar*c before bim ; thereby (hall we fliadow 
.Tbe nambers of our hoft, and snake difcovcry 
£rr in report of us* 

Sold. It i&all be done. 

Siw. We learn no other, but the confident tytant* 
ICeeps flill in Dunfinane, and will endure 
Our fetting down before^t. 

Mal. 'Tis his main hope: 

For where there is advantage to be given, 
Both more and iefs have given him the revolt;' 

* , tut Ike confident tyrant — ] We miifl futclf Ktd: 
Iht confiti'd tyrant. Warbl'RTON. 

He vra» conjidtnt of fucceft ; fo confident that he would not By, 
but endure t^eir Jetting down before bit caUlc. Johnson. 

f JF«r vtkm iktn it advantife to be given, 
Bttk m$rt mud U/i kmvi given him tke revolt ; ] The impropfitty 

of the expreflion, advantage In te ^i: rn, inflcad of advanlagt 

and tlie difagTccable repetition of the word givtn ia tbe next line, 

incline mc to read : 

^.^^mkfft Ikm it aVmatagc fOM^t 
B$ik more and Ufi kertu pvtu him tke revolt. 
Advantage or 'vantai;e^ in the time of Shakfpcare, (i^nificd pp" 
fortunitj. He Jhut up kmjtlj and kii Joldiers (fay;* Malcolm) in ikt 
iujlt, k^au/e wktu Ihift it em 9pp9rinnitf i§ kt goney tkej mil eitfert 

More and Up it the fame with greater and lejs. So, in the inter- 
polated MandevtlUy a book of that age, there i» a chapter of is^'« 
ll« U9r$ Md ikt Le/i. Johnson. 

I would read, if any alteration were neceflary: 

For wktre tkere is advantage to ki got. 
But the words as ihcy Hand in the text will biar Dr. Johnfon's 
explanation, which is moft ccrtaiuly tigbl.-^*' for wherever au 
Opportunity of flight is given them," ftc. 
if#r« and Uft^ for groetktr and it/t, U like wife found in Chancer: 
From Bototgne is the erie of ?avie come. 
Of which the fame yfpron^c to mojl and Ujlt^y 
AgaiO| in Drayton's Poljolbion, fong the latb: 

«^ Of Brhaia*! fouflt all from $h* Itfi imto the flitfri." 
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And none ferve with him bnt conflratned things, 
Whafe hearts are abfenc too. 

Macd. Let our juft cenfures 

Attend the true event, * and put wc on 
InduRrious ioidicrfliip. 

Siw. The lime approaches, ' 

That \v".ll with due dcclfioii make us know 
What wc ihaii lay we have, aud what we owe. ' ' 

Agaia, in 'Spcnfer's Fittry Qutn^ B. V. c. viiit 

»» — . — ill oibcr weapons hif' or mfre^ 

" VVhidi uailikc ufcs lud tlcvis'd of yore." Steevess. 

Whre thtTt ii a ll antaj^e to be e'''tn, I believe, mean<, wlicre 
advaniageout oilers arc made to allure ihe adherents of Macbeth to 
forfftke him. Hemlet. 

I rofpcA that ghtn wm eaoght by the printer 1 eye glancing on' 
the fabfeqnsnt line, and ftroogly incline 10 Dn Jolmfon't enende* 
tion, f»M. Malonb. 

Why ii the repetition of the word-^pvtM^ Irfs venial than the 
Tccurrence of the word — fl'iff'U in a prccedinu pa^^e Sec Mr. 
Malone's objeclioits to my remark. 00 Cieaufe tbc Jiujj'd bofon 
of that petilotts '* STeivsnt. 

* Ltt 9ur juft ctnjwu 
Attend tk$ tvu tvtnU ] The arbitrarjr chaise made in the fe* 
cond folio (which fome criticks have leprefcntcd m an impmtd 
edition) is here worthy of notice: 
Let our iejl ccnfurct 

Bfjore the true event, and put we 00, kc* Maloni. 

Surely, a few errors in a few pagei of a book, do not exdnd^atl 
idea of mfrovmtnt In other parts of it. I chcrifli this hope for mf 
own faite, as well as for Uiat of other commeotaion on ShaUfpcarc. 

• Steevcns. 

^ Whal v'f Jh all fay toe have, mi wkmt mi OWe.] i. ^ 

and allfgianct, Warbu^ton. 

When we are governed by legal king<, we (hall know the limits 
of their claim, i. e. Qiall know what we have of our own, and 
what they have a right to take from us. 

Mr. Henley explains the paflage thus: The ifTue of the conteft 
will fooQ decide whnc we (hall fav we hnvf, and what mar bc AC* 
counted «Hr own. " To oo/e here is to poflcU. Stelvins. 

R 4 
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Thoughts fpeculadvc their tin fare hopes relate t 
But certain ilTue (Irokes muft arbitrate:* 
Towards which, advance the war. ^ 

[ Exeuni, marching. 

Had thcfr linei been pat tolo th« naouih any of itiA Scottifli 
Pff^ft, they oii«>hi poffibly bear ibe meaning ihat Stceveuf conien()t 

for; hul a» they aic luppofcd to be fpokcn by Siwaid. wlio was 
not to l)e goveriic'l < ithi bv Malcolm «<r M.irbcih, tlicy ran frarccly 
adiitii ul ihat iuio piciaitou. Siwaid piobably ottly meant lo fay 
in mote pompous lant^uage. that the time approached which was V9 
decide ilicir fau. Masos. 

Su<.arJ, lijvii'i; mjvUrukcn the caufc of Sroilaod, fpeaks.. as a 
Scoiliuau would hav( fpokcu: and clpeciaUy as he is now iit ihc 
prefcnc« of Malcolm, MacduCf, and others of th£ fame country. 

• — — arhtrale 1 i e delrrminr. JoHN'^ON. 
So, iu ihc iSih Odylicy iranilaicd b)- Chapman: 
•» ..itraight 

** Can arlttraie m wa» of deadlirft wtiglii." SrrrvfNS. 
' Tou ardf ii'kich, r h a' Cf th' u i.y . J ll h.is been iitidciflood ihat 
local rhymes wtrc inooduccd in plavs lo aCTord an ador ihc aUvaa- 
imge of a more pointed exit or to clofc a iccne with addiiiouil 
force. Yet, whatever might be Shakfpearc'a motive for continuing 
fuch a pradice, it may be obfcivcd in. a he cfiea Teems immediately 
to repmi of it ; and. in ihr itai^eMv bcloic us. h.is rcpcaicdlv coun- 
teradcd ii by J<cni:lticii» which dcitiQv the cUcd and cui'fequenii/ 
defeat the fuppofcii purpofe of the antecedent couptctf. See the 
wing inftancct* in addition to thai which iotrodacfft tbc pre* 
fent note. 

Lrave all thf rfjl to me, ~ Kd V. end of fcene v. 

S» pr'jtkte go with mi, ' -l. Aft III. — — . fc. ii. 

, W* mfi ytt kut youfjf in dtid* Ad IK. fc. iv. 

But no more f;^h,u kc. Ad IV. — ~. fc. i. 

i tiini^ i>ut dare not Jpeai. AO. V. fc. i. 

Blalf we out marck towards Birnmm. Ad V. — — fc. i:. 
In Hamtet Sec we find fuch heiniflifha aftqt tb^ rbj^mct at lUf 
eodi of kdi, aa well ai Icene*. StkevemsI 
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9 

S C E N ? v.- 

V 

Enfer, wiih drumi and colours, Macbeth, Seytqi;, 

<^nd Soldiers, 

Macb» Hang oat our bann^ on the omwsprd 

walls; 

The cry is flill, Thej^ come : Our cattle's (Irength 
Will laugh a fiege to fcom : here let them lie* 
Till famine, and the ague, eaiT them up : 
Were they not forcM with thofe that fliottldbe onrs, 
We might have met them dareful. beard to beard, 
And beat them backward home. What is thatnoife? 

[A cry within, of women, 

Sey. It is the cry of women, my good lord. 

Macb. 1 have almoll forgot the taflc of fears: ' 
•1 he time has bccn,^ my fcnfcs would have coord 
To hear a oight-fhriek ;^ and my fell of hair 

* tkt time Us hfn^ kc] May hat imitated thii paflagc twice} 

once in Tfir Heir, and again in tit Old Covflt. Sec Dodflev's 
CvUraion of OU PUjit Vol. ViU. p. lio. Vol. X. p. 473. cdiu 

ij6o. Rttu. 

• mjr JtHjes would ktnt cool'd 

t» kff M nigkt'JhrUk ;\ The IIm4 ft fomctioies faid to 
tkUttd i but I do not recoiled aoy Other itiflance in which tliis phrafe 
1$ applied 10 the Jfvfn. Pcihap» our author wrote — rcil'J. My 
feufcs would have ihrunk. backj died within lac. So, in the fccond 
fccae of the prcfeat ad t 

^Wlfn Iben Oiall bUime * • 

•* HiipclUr*d/«s/«itor«cei7Midftart?** Mamki. • 

I retain the old reading. Perhaps, no word fo foiciUc CSB be 
llUced in its room. Thus, in the fifth /Enfid : 

Sanguis .hebct,yri|m<quc clfoctx in corpo^e vitci.'* 



qSo MACBETH. 

Would at a difmal trcatifc roufe, and flir . 
As life were in't: I have fupp'd fuU with horrors 
Bireners, familiar to my flaught'rous thoughts. 
Cannot once ftait me.~Wherefore was that cry ? 
%S£Y. The queen, my lord, is dead, 
Macb. She (hould have died hereafter ; 
There would have been a lime iur lucli a word.'— 

The fame expreiCoii occurs alfo in fh Htrvf Whu $f Whdfi;rt 

•* My humour Qiall not cool." 

Ag^ia, in K. Henry IV. P. 11 : 

Mjr lord Norlhumbcrland will foon be cool'd.*' 

Bat what example u thete of the verb rfiUi clipped into *utUi f 
Coiled caa only afford the idea of mtwMd ta m riaf, Uke a rope or a . 
fcrpenu Steevfns. 

, ' fell of kMr — ] My hairy* paa|| my csfUlitium. FHl if 

Jkin. Johnson. 

So, ia Alphonjus^ Emperor of Gfrmati;, by George Chapman, 
16S4 : 

Where the lyoo*» hide is thin andCeantf 

I II Brmly patch it which the £ox'f/WI.** 
Again in K. Lean 

«• The goujeret fibal! devour then, flefh ndfittm** 
A dealer is hidei is ftill called a /rA-mooger. SriBTCNt. ^ 

7 / k»vt fupp'd full with horrors;] Stititts bat 0 finulor 

thought ia the fecond book of his Tiebais : 
attoilit membra, toroque 
*^ Erigitur, fltnus monfiris^ yanumque cruorem 
«» Excotleos.*' 

Th^ condafion of this paflage may remind the ntdet of ladf 

Macbeth's behaviour in her Deep. $TC£V£MS, 

' She Jhouid have died heresfitr ; 

Tktre would have been a lime Jar fuck a word. &c.] This paflage 
has very juHly been fufpeAed of being corrupt. ,ll it not apparent 
for what werit there would have been a lim*^ mad that there would 
or would not be a time for anv word^ feems not a coundcration of 
importance fuHicient to traoCport Macbeth iuto the following ex- 
clamation. I read therefore : 

Sk9 /t$uU Aev« dird ktr$^fttr^ 

There would have ktn • tnu/tr^-m/tuk o world !— • 

TO'inorrow^ Jcc. 

It is a broken fpeech, im which only part of the thought is ex- 
prefled, aod maybe parapbraCedthus: tit fmnh dud* Macbetbu 
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To-morrow, and to-morroiw, and to-morrow, • 
Creeps in this petty pace from day to day, 
To the laft fyilable of recorded tioae ; * 

Her death fhoulJ have been deferred to feme more fenrrful hour; ltd 
J}ie lived longer^ ihcrc would at length have been a time for the 
koneuTs due to ktr as a qyieeiiy and that refpeQ which I ove ker Jar her 
Jidelitj andllovt. Suck j$ Ut wotld —fuck is Hi e9ndiii*9 •] Amimm 
/i/s tiM w* ai^ajs think to-morrow wUi h happier than t9»i^t 
hut to-morrow and to-morroxv Jleah over v% vnenjofid and unre^arded^ 
and we JliU linger in the /amt txpe8ation to the moment appointed jet 
9mr tni, itt tktft dofSt wkiih kawt ikus pajfed awaj^ have Jent ««/-- 
tiiuia of fools U the grave, wk» wort ngrofftd kj ike Jmm irtam af 
juture Jdicitj, and, when Ufa w^i dtfarUag frtm Um^ wert^ tiki 

tnCf reckoning on to-morrOTt'. 

Such was ODce my conjcdurc, but I am now Icfs conGdent. 
Macbeth might mean, that there would bave been a more conve- 
nient time for fuch a u ord, for fuch intrUigir.ct, nnd fo faU into the 
following refleaioo. W« fay «c fend vcri when we give intcUi* 
gence. Johnson. 

By-xfl tfortf Shakfpeare certainly meant ^ mote than a fiugle one. 
Thus, in King Rickard lit 

The faopeleft vari of— anrir ta utvn 
•« Breathe I ai^oft thee." Stbcveks. 

* fa^manaw^ and ta-^anav^ . and /e-«i(^eiv, ] Thii repetition, 
at Dr. Farmer obferved to me, occQrt in Barttafs Skip of FaoUs^ 
i5jo: 

Cr«i, craif cros^ to-morrow we (hall amende.* 

, Stcbybns. 

* To ihs laj Jjllahlt oj recorded titnejl Recoritd time Teemt to 
ficiufy the « time fixed in the decreet of Heaven for the period of 

life. The record of Jktariij it indeed so accurate expreflion ; but, 
as we only know tranfadions paft or prefent, the language of men 
affords no term for the volumes of prefcience in which future events 
may be fuppofed to be written. Johnmm. 

So, in Airs well that ends well: ' 
•* To the wtmtjl Jjllahh of jwn wonhineft./' 

Recorded is probably here ufed for rteording or rseardaHe ; one 
participle for the other, of which there are many inftancc^ bo'.h 
in Shakfpeare and other EngliOi writers. Virgil u(cs peneUai'iit 
frigua for /fii#fr4Hu'fngus, and pemtrakih uHutd for ulom ftnttrasu, 

BTIIVtNt. 

Bjr fttardid lime, Shakfpeare meant not only the time that Ui, 
Imi, but alfa ibst which fiaU U lecotdcd. M. Masqm. 
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And all our yeRerdays have lighted fools 
The way to dudy death. ^ Out, out, brief candle! 
Lifers but a walking (hadow ; a poor player. 
That flruts and frets his hour upon the Aage, 
And then is heard no more: it is a tale 
TTold by an idiot, full of fouQd and fury, 
Signifying nothing.—— 

« 

LriUr a Mejfcngcr, 

* 

Thou com'ft to ufe thy tongue ; thy ftory quickly. 

Mes. Gracious mv lord, 
I fliould report that which I fay I favv, 
£u(, know not how to do it. 

' tht uay to dufty dtalk. ] \Vc Hiould read dujlj^ 91 appears 
from the figurative term li^kltd. Wauuitqn. 

Dnjij It 9, very naturtl epithet. Tht fecond foUo hM: 

Tht uaf l^i ftudy death. 

which Ml. I'pion prefci!> -, but it is only aa cTTOur bjr Ml accidental^ 

-tranfporaion of the type*. Johnson. 

The duji ef dtath it an cxptctUon ufed in the 33d PCalm. i^H/^ 
dttUK alludei to the cxprewon of duj to dujt in the bnrial fcrvice, 
aod to the fcntcnvc pionoonccd an.iind Adam: *^ DuJ thou art, 

and to dujl ihou ihalt retum." in TroUut and CuJ^dd iUo the 
lame epithet occurs* 

■■■■ are grated 
" To dufy aothiag. — ** 

ShaUrpearc, however, in the lilfi a& of this play, fpealcs of the 
thane of Cawdor, as of one *^ who had been Ji*iUd in bis 

death." Steevens. 

Dr. Johufon juilly obferves that dufly ii a very natural cpiiheu 
Our author ai>ain alludci to the duJl of death, in Tit Winui's T*li t 
Some haogoian mufl put on my Ihroud, and tay mc 
Where no prieft ihovcU in duj." Malone. ^ 

In Sy/lnry's ArcaJia^ ^^9^i y* 44^, wc have the following ftanxi 

of u foDg on death : 

Cor owly eyes, which dimai*d with paffiont- be. 

And fcarce difcernc the davrne of commiag 'day? 

" Let thcin be cK'arvlc, and now begin to fee 
^* Our life h but a Ucp iu dujit " K.>^£Q« 
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Macb. Well, Tay, fir. 

"NIks. As T did Hand my watch upon the hill, 
I look'd toward Birnam, and anon, metboughc, 
The wood began to move. 

Macb. Liar, and flavc ! 

[Jinking him, 

Mes. Let me endure yonr wrath, ifc be not fo: 
Within this three mile may yon fee it coming.; 
I fay, a moving gfove. 
• Macb. If thou fpeak'ft falfe, 

Upon the neat tree flialt thon hang alive/ 
Till famine cling thee ; * it thy fpeech be footh, 

* Till famine cling ihre:] Citing, >n t^ie northern counties, H^- 
nifies any thing that is ihrtvcUed or ihiuak up. By famine, tlie 
intenincs arc, at il wete, fluck together. In Tkt Rommn AOtr by 
MafTinger,. the. fame word, though differciitljr fpelt, appear* to be 
ufed : 

my cnlraiU 

Are clamm'd with keeping a continaal faft." 
Agato, hi Fitrct's Supimgatiw^ er « ffnt Frm/t $/ tie Old AJfe^ 
Sec. i V)3: Who would have thought, or could have itaaginedy 
to have found the wit of Pierce fo ftarvcd and cUngtit" Ag^io, 
io George Wbetaone's Cajlt oj Deligkt, 1676: 

«« Mjr withered corpt wUh deadly cold h ehkg,** 
Again, io' Heywood's P leaf ant Dialogues nni DrmmMS^ i65j : 

*' His entrails with long faft and hunger (In^t; " 

Again, in Oolding'» verGon of Ovid's Mtiumorfkofis^ Book WUi 
I. .1. old iEacus alfo, cloong 

«c With age " 

To eling likewife figniBes. to frt/«, to ttmfftfi^ to f«lr«M« SO| 
\tCTik* Revenger i Tra^'dy, 1C07 : 

" Hide trom the mother, 

And c/t«^ the daughter.** 
Xgtin, in Antonio* s Rtotnge^ 1G02 : 

And found even cttnc'd in fcnfflalitjr.** 
Again, in Nortkmard ilot^ ibo? : 

•« I will never fee a white flea, before I will cling yon.** 
Ben Joufon ufet the word tltm in the Fptis/tr^ AA I. fc. ii: *«I 
Cannot cat Hones niul turfs ; f.iy, what will he cltm me and my 

foUowora? aik him an wiU tim me. " Xo be ^md U a SuC- 
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I care not if thou dod for mc as much.— 

] pnil in refol'itinn ; and begin 

To doubt the edulvocation of the fiend. 

That lies like truth ;^ Fear nol^ till Birnam wood 

fordQiire expreffion, which mcan^, to he Jlarved : and there ij 
likewtfe a Chcihire proverb : You been like Smiihwick, cither 
cUm'd or burfteo." Again, ia AmUm9 »ni titliiia : 

Now lions* htlUdm'i eotraiU roar for food.** ' 
In the foUovfiog inftaocct, tb« «xad mtaoiag of thii wtd U not 
vciy clear : 

*^ Andrea flaio ! then weapon cling my brcaft." 

Firll part of jf^'tfatna, i6oS. 
♦•Aliliough my confcieoCC hath my courage cltng'dy 
*^Aad knows what valoof was empluv'd in vain." 

' Loid Sterlinc's Darius, i6o3. 

Again, in tit SadUr^s FUj^ among the Chcfter Whitfun plavs, 
Mf. Harl lOiS, p. i54, where the burial of our Saviour it fpokea 
of: 

»' Tliat now is chv.^en under cl.iv." 
I have given tiicfe variciiet of ihe word for the fake of any fu- 
ture Iciicographcr, or cdmmeolaior on ancient authors. 

Mr. Whalley however obfervci, that till famine cltng thec^ 
tneans — till it drj tkte up^ or exhnuji alt tky moijute. Clur^ n ra I 
is wood of which the fap is entirely dried or fpent. Clung aud cltm^ 
lays he, arc terns of very different meaniug. Steevems. 
* i pull M nfttutioH ; and begin 

To doubt the equivocation nf the fi/nd. 

That lies like truth :] 1 liougli this is tlie reading of all the edi- 
tions, yet, as it is a phrafe without cither cxaraplci elegance, or 
propriety, it is furelf better to read: 
/ pall la rtf*lMtin % 
I lant^vifh in my conjloncj^ mj conf.d^^ce be^^iTis (» forfakt vie. It is 
fcarcely ucccifary to obferve how eahly pall might be changed into 
pnii by a negligent writer^ or miftaken for it by an unfltilfal pria« 
ter. With this emendation Dr. Warburton and Mr. Heath con- 
cur. Johnson. 

There is furely no need of change i for Sbakfpcare, who made 
Trinculo, in The Tti.pejl^ fay, 

•* I wUI Ut looje my opiuioU|** 
might' have written, 

I pull in my refolution. 
He had permitted his courage (like a &ery horfe) to carry him to 
the brink of a precipice, but, feeing his danger, refolvcs to cktck 
that confidence to Wiiich be had givsn Ui nm hj9fu $TMfiMt* 
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Do come to Dunjinane ;-*aad now a wood 
Comes toward Dunfinatie. — Arm, arm, and out!— 
If this, which he avouches, dots appear, 
Ihiie is nor Hying hence, nor tarrying here* 
I 'gin to be aweary of the fun,* 
And wifli tiic eQaie o'the world wcrenowundone.— 
Ring the alarum bell r_Blovv, wind! come, wrack! 
Ac leail well die with harneb ^ on our back. 

[ Exeuni. 

SCENE VI. f 
The fame. A Plain before llu CoJlU. 

Enter, with drum andcolours, Malcolm, o/e/SiWARD,' 
M.^CDCJFF, &c. and their Armj, with Boughs^ 

Mal. Now neat enough; your leavy fcreent 
throw down, 
And (how like thofe you are :— Yoti, worthy uncle, 
Shall, with my coufin, your right-noble fon^ 
Lead our fir fl battle: worthy Macduff, and we, 
Shall take upon us what clfc remains to do, 
According to our order. 

Siw. . Fare you wcU,— 

' / to bi a-tt)€arj of ike Jun^ &c. ] 

Turn veto iardiz fads extcrriu DMo 

Mortem orett, tadet cxli tonvexa hutu THEOBALD. 

f karnefi— J An old wordCor armour. So, in tU CtHtr*i 

Frofkt€ft 1 594 : 

His kartifji is converted to foft filitc. Hendfrson. 

So, in the coounu«uon of Hardyag'i Chronicle, 1543: — wcU 
peiccyving ihac th« iatcndourt of fach a purpofo wmild fallMr Kait 
had Uicir kmmtjft §% tMt hukh tlMui 10 Imvo W«ad tlicis op la 
tenrtUfii*** Maiomi* 
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Do we but find tbe tyranfs power to«Dig:ht, 
l^t us be beaten, if we cannot figbt. 

Macd. Make all our crumpets fpeak ; give ibem 

all bieaih, 

Tbofe clamorous harbingers of blood and death. 

[ ExeunU • Alarums conUnutd, 

. SCENE VIL 

The fame. Another part of the Plain. 

tmter Macbeth. 

Macs. They have tied me to a flake ; I cannot 

But, bear-like, I mufl fight tbe courCe/ — What s be, 
Tbat wa& not born of woman i Such a one 
Am I to fear, or none. 

■ 

Enter young SxyfKW. 

Yd. SlW. Wbat is thy name ? 
Macb. Thou'lt be afraid to bear it. 

Yo. SiW. No ; tbougb &ou cairft thyfelf a botter 
name 

^han any is in belL 

Macb. Mv name's Macbeth. 

Yo. Sivv. The devil himleifcouid notpronounce 
a title * ' 

More hateiul to mine ear. 

« t 

* ~ — / nufi J\ght tht courfe. ] A phrafe taken from bear>b>it^ 
tag. So, in Tkt A%tifo4ti^hy Brome, i638 : 

Alfo yon OiaU fee ten^dog <9urfu at the great bear.** 

Stievint, 



■ 
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Macb. No, nor more fearfai. / 

Yo. Siw. Thou Hefty abhorred tyrant ; with my 
fword 

ril piove die lie thon fpeak'ft. 

[ They jight, and young Siward is Jlain. 
Macb. Thon waft born of woman. 

But fwords I (mile at, weapons laugh to (corn, 
Braudiili'd by man thafs oi a woman born.^ [£x<V» 

Alarums. EnUr Macduff. 
Macd. That way theDoifeis: — Tyrant, ibow thy 

face : 

If thou beTl Ilain, and with no ftrokeof mine, 
My wife and chiidren*s ghofts will. haunt me flill. 
I cannot (Irike at wretched kemev, whofe arms 
Are h;r*d to bear their (laves ; either thon, Macbeth, 
Or elfe my fword,* with m unbattef d edge, 

' This fhort fccne is injudicioufly omitted on the flncjc. The 
poet dcfigiu-d Macbiih ihould aftrir invittciblc, till bc Cocountcicd 
the object delUiied ior liis deftrudion. Ste£V£NS. 
. * —either tkn, Mm€hik, 

Or tl/t my fuordy See.) I fafpeA tn intcmcdutt lane has been 
loA I perhaps of tliis import: 

y . ■ cither thou, Macbeth, 

AdvBnct^ und hmufy mtt tm hjjtr'd /a«, 

Or cUe my fword, with an unbatier'd edge, t 
I (heathe sgain undecdcd, mMonf. 
Were any chantje iu this line iiccciiary, inftead of tiiker we mifiht 
read iUktr. '•^ Hitktr^ thou, Macbeth," would ellipiically mcaa 
Come thou Atfiff, Macbeth!** Lad^ Macbeth, apoftrophifiog 
her abCent hufband, hat ufed aearly the fitme phrafe : 

»• Uit tktt hither. 

Thai 1 ^ay ponr my fpirils in thioe ear.'* 
I cannot, however^ perfoade> nyfclf that any line is ivanting to 
complete the Xcnfe of the paflage. That abruptnefs which Mr. 
Malone regards as a blemifli, (coniideriAg the prefent flaie of Mac* 

Vol. XI. S 
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I flieathc again uiulceded. There thou flioald'ft be ; 
By this great clatter, one of greated note 
Seems bruited : ^ Let me find him, fortane! 
And more I beg not.^ [Exii. Alarum. 

Enter Malcolm and old SiVH^RO* 

Siw. This way, my lord ; — th^ caflle*s gently 

Tcndcf'd : 

The tyrant's people on both fides do fight; 
The noble thanes do bravely in the war j 
The day alrnoil i tfelf profeQes yours, 
And little is to do* 



duff^s mind) (hould be received M a bcaotf* . SiiaUp«ue ^ Plloff 
Dijrt of the author of Hudit^ras) 

■■ ■■ Cig«ciou» maAer, kae«f 

When to Itave off, and vrbcn puifue.** SteeVini, 

My conieftore it, I bclievc, nnfouiided. *la CpMk^ welnv* 
% fiBilarphraTcolugx : 

»* Lei'* fcc't ; I will purfue her 

Even lo Auguftuk' thione : Or tkitf or pcii(h," 

Maloni. 

* iumi bniltcS t\ Vum ImiV, Fr. Tft Mi u to iep<rrt wiik 
* claaotif I to noife. So, Ui Xuif Himj lf» ?• 11 s 

•* . hi* death 

Bciag hruiitd once," See* 
Again, in Timou •j Alktu s 
— am not 

Oqc that rejoice* in the cofDnott vrccky 
As common hrvAt doth put it.** 
Again, in AtoUJus, a comedy, 1&40: «• Lai* was one 0/ the 
»oft hwilid cottnon womcii that clci lets do wiitt of.^ Stsevem* 

4 Titri iAm JhtUfi hf 

ttj this Ifttat clatter^ ont of greatfjl Uott 
S*tm hruittd. Ltt mr Jind him, fortune ! 

And m»re 1 btg not.] I fvifped, from detiricnce of netrc^ tlut 
ibe Uucr part of this pallage originally fiood tbus^ 

Sccmt broiled tUrt, Ltt mc knt fiad biai| fortintS 
aoiottf* 9KUna^ 
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Mal. We have met with foes 

That firike befide us. 

SlW. Enter^ fir, the caftle. 

lExcuni. Alarum. 

'Re-enter Macbeth. 

Macb. Why flioold Iplay the Roman £Dolt and die 
On mine own fword? ^ whiles 1 fee iives» the gaflnes 
Do better upon them. 

Rt'CnUr Macduff. 

Macd. Torn, hell-hound, turn. 

Macb. Of all men eUe I have avoided thee : 
But get thee back, my foul is tQO much chargM 
With blood of thine already. 

Macd. I have no words* 

My voice is in my fword; thon bloodier villain 
Thanf terms can give thee out ! [ TheyJighU 

Macb. Thou lofeft labour : 

As eafy roay'il thou the intrenchant air 
With thy keen fword imprefs, as make me bleed :^ 



* Why Jhculil flay tkt Roman fool, and die 

On mine own Jwordf'i Alluding, perhaps, to the fuicide of 
Cato Uticen^St which our author muU itave read of in the old Iran- 
flacioa of Plutarch, ai the fame circunflaiice it mancioiwd again iu 
JMi Cafar : 

•« — I did blame Culo for the death 

^hich he did give hiinfelf." SrEiVEMS. 

^ As eafy may'Ji Uou the ii4rcnch;tiu air ' 

WUk Iky ktm jwti inpfi/Sf eawtslt m« Unit] That li, air 
whkh caoaot be cot. Johnsom. 

Mr. M. Mafou wifhes to irTterpret the word iutrtnUMi differ* 
CBtljri a&d Uy% that it may ligoify Jwnunding ; but of a jparcia^o 
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let fait thy blade on vulnerable creRs ; 

1 bear a charmed life,* which maft not yield 

To one of woaiau born. 

Ma CD. Dcfpair thy charm ; 

And let the angel, ^vhom ihou flill hafl fcrv'd^. 
7 ell thee, MacduQ was from bis mother's womb 
Untimely rippM. 

Macb. AccurCed be that tongue that tells me fo. 
For it hath cowM my better pare of man ! 
Apd. be thefe juggling fiends no more belicv*d» 
That palter with us in a double fenfe 



with fucb a meaniag, I believe there it no exatnple.--^Bkrpeare*s 
indifcriiBiMtc ufe of aQive aod fiaflive pariidplet bat beca fr«i|MeBtl]r 

noticed. In Timon he has Unnchsnt in an adive fenfc, VoA in the 
line before us intrerc karl is employed as paffivc. 

MiltOD, in bis Faiaiiiji Lojl^ b. VI. Iccms to have imitated thi» 
plflage t 4 

Nor ia tbeir liquid texture mortal wound 
Receive, no more than can the fluid air.** . Steetuii. 
So> in hamltl : 

For it ii at the air invulntrt^Ut,'* MALOMt. 
^ t m charmed /i/r,) In the days of chavalrf, the champions' 
arms being ceremooioufly blcCTcd, each took aa oath that he ufed 
no charmtd weapons. Macbeth, according to the law of arras, or 
pxrhaps only in ailufiou to this cultom, tciU Macduil of the fecurity 
be- had in the predi&ion of thc fpirii. 
To this like wife Pofthumm alludcrin CgmhtUM^ AA V: 

*^ 1, in my own woe charm'd^ 

t* Could not tiiui death." Upton. • 
So, in TktDumh Kutghi, i633« by L. MacMn : 

M Here you (hall fwear by hope, by heaven, bf Jove 
** And by the right you challenge in true fame, 
** That here you fland, not arm'd with any guile, ^ 
Of philters, charms^ of Qight.fpells, cbaradcri, 
Or other black infernal vanfaget,^ S:c« _ 
Afasn, in Spenfer's taer) Queen^ B. I. c. iv: 
** -— — he bears a charmeJ fhield, 

And eke enchauntcd arms that none can pierce." 

Stccvens. 

^ ——palter wcM MtfM « i^uUt/tt^tt] That Ji*gl$ with ambi- 
gboiu cxprci&oM. Jokmoif. ' 
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That keep the word of promife to our ear. 
And break it to our hope. — Vli not fight with thee. 
Macd. Then yield tbec, coward. 

And live lo be the fiiowand gaze o'thc time. 
WeMl have thee, as our rarer monflcrs aiCi 
Painted upon a pole;* and underwiic, 
Uerc may you Ju the tpaiU* 

Macb. I'll not yield, 

To kils the ground before young Malcolm's feet, 
And to be baited with the rabble's curfe. 
1 hough Birnam wood be come to Duofinane, 
And thou opposed, being of no woman borii, 
Yet I will try the laft : Before my body 
1 throw my warlike Aield: lay on, MacdnfF; 
And daiau d be him that firft cries, Hold, enough,* 

[Exeunt, Jighling. 

• 

So, in Marlus and t594:' 

•> Now fortune, frown and pmltir^ if tboo pUafc.** 
Again, in Julius Cajtr : * 

Romans, that have fpoke the word, 

And will not palter,** Steevems. ' 

• Wt'll hm lifff, as our rar(r monjlers art^ 

fmuUfd opoo a pole {] Thai it, on cloth fufpendcd on a pole. 

Malone. 

9 ■ Hold^ enough.] See Mr. Toilet'* note on ihc worUi 

To cry, hold !" p. 59, u. 9. Again, in Stowe's Ch§nuU^ 

one of the combatant* was an cfquik^e, and knighted after the battle, 
wbich the king terminated, by crying f!oo, i. e. hold. SrEE.VBNS» 

To cry holJ, ii the word of yicldiug," fays Carcvv's Survtf 
Cornwaii, p. 74, i. e. when cue of the combatans cxie» fo. 

TOLLET. 
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RetrtaU Flounjh. Re-enter with Dnim and Colours^ 
Malcolm, o/<^Siward, Rosse. Lenox, Angus, 

Cathness, Mlnteth, and Soldiers* 

Mal. I would the friends wc raifs, were fafo 

* 

arriv'd. 

SlW. Some muft go off: and yet, by ihcfc 1 Cce^ 
So great a day as this is cheaply bought. 

Mal. Macduii is miffing, aiid your noble Ton. 
RossE. Your foo, my lord, has paid a foidier's 
debt: 

He only livM but till he was a man ; , 
Thef which no fooner hadliis prowefs confirmed 
In the unflirinking ftation where he fought, 
But like a man he died. 

SlW. 1 hen he is dead ? 

- I^OSSE. Ay, and brought oil the field; your caufc 
of forrow 

Mufl not be meaiui'd by his worth, for then 
It hath no end. 

Siw. Had he his huru before ? 

RossE^ Ay, on the front. 

Siw. Why then, God*a foldierbe hel 

Had 1 as many fons as 1 have hairs, 
I would not wi(h them to a fairer death : 
And fo his kuell is knolPd.* 

^ Hsd I BS mmiffns «i J kmvi kmin. 

And /o kit knell n knoll' J. I This incideot i« tbui related tihm 
Henry of Hunt! nv:don by CamdcD in bit JtraMiM, from wbich onr 
author probabiy copied it. 

When Siwaitd, the martial earl of Northumberland, undcrftood 
that bb fdo, whom he had fent in fcrvice agaiuft the Seotchaaeii, 
wai flain, he demanded whether his wounds were in the fore part 
or binder part of hit body. When it uas anfwered, in the fore 
part, bt replied, «^ I am right glad j seither wifb i any other death 
to mc or fliioe.'* JOHiifOM. 
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May.. He^s worth more forro^v, 

And thatTil fpcnil for him. 

Siw. He's worth na more ( 

They fay, be parted fftlU apd pa^d his fcore : 
So, God' be with hifn! — Here comes ncWer <:oiiit 
fort. 

Rg-enUr Macduff, wiih Macbeth*s head on s 

pole.* 

Macd. Hail, kiog ! for fo thot^ art : Behol^t 
where Hands 

Thcufurpcr's curfcd head : the time is free: 
I fee tbee compafs'd wiib thy kingdojii s pearl,' 

pur suihor miglit have found the fame incident fccordcd bf, 
Holinfhtd in liU Chronicle, Vol.1, p. 199. 'Maloih. 

' 5», G0d tec] The old copy rcdundaotlf readii— fo^ 

God kc, SrFEVFNS. 

< (in a ftlt ] Thefe words T have added to the flage-direc- 

tion, Iroin the Chipnicle : Then cutting hi» head from his Oioul- 
dcr», he fet it vpon a pole, and brought \\ ttntb Malcolm.'* Thit 
txplaint the word JIanis in Macdu^*s<fpcech. 

Many of itic Hage-dirctiions appear 10 have been infcrted by the 
players; and ihcy are often very injudicious. In tliis icene, (af 
Mr. StecvcDS has obfcrved,] according to their diredipo, Macbcil| 
if flain on the ftage, aod Macduff immediately afierwardi cntert 
with Macbcth*s head. Maloni. 

Our ancient players were not even flcilful enonc;^ to prevent ab- 
furdily io tiiofe circumA^cci which fell immediately uodet I'lcic 
own ipanagcment. No l^ad fpecimco of their want of common 
Icnfc OB fuch occaGons, may be found in Heywood's CoUtn Age^ 
i6ti.-.«* f «/rr S>biUa Ijiug M tkiUkii^ with her child ijing by 
ber," ice. SrnvrNs. * ^ 

* III; kingdom's pcafU] Tbii metaphorical oypreffion wa« 
cicltidcd bv Mr. Rowe, alter whom our modern cdicprt were con* 
tent to read— ^r^ri. 

The following palTage from Ben Jonfon's fvurt linrr.fn' of ihe 
QuftH and I'rmtt at AUkerpi^ n^ay however couaifoauce the old 
feadiof , which 1 have Vofened io the text t 
Queen, pHore, duke, and eaTh, 
* •« Couoicilet, ye coorily /««r/i," tec 
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That fpeak my falutation in ibeir ininds; 
Whole voices 1 dcdrc aloud with mine, — ^ 
Hail, king of Scotland ! 

• All. King of Scodand, hail! 

[Flourifh. 

Mal. We flialL not fpend a large expence cf 
time,* 

Before we reckon with your feveral loves, 

And make us even with ^ou. My thanes and klif- 

men, 

Henceforth be earls-, the firfl that ever Scotlani 
In iuch an honour Uam'd/ VVhat & more lo oo, 

ft 

Again, in Sliirlcy t Gen(lrmen oj Vtuicet » 
*» — — he ii the very prarl 

Of courtef/// — u- Steevens. , 

Thy kinnftoru's ptarl meaos thy llnfdom's wealthy or MtblT Oraa« 
meat. So, J. Sylvcfter, England's Parnajfm^ 1600: * 

Honour of cities, ptarU cf iwgd9m$ alW* 
•Again, in Sir Philip SydtteyV Ow%U^ hf N. Bcctoo, 1606: 

an earl, 

»« And worthily then termed Albion's prarl." 
Joha tlorio, in a Sound prefixed to his Italian DicUonary^ ^^9f» 
ails Lord Southampton — bright ptarh of pcerf.** Malqiii. 

* King 9/ SiotUni, hail!] Old copy— '«H«i7, king of Scotland !** 
For the fake of metre, aud in conformity 10 a practice of our au- 
thor, f have tranfplanicd the word — kait^ from ilic beginning to the 
cad of this hemiflich. Tbut, in the third fcenc of the play, p. 34: 

So, all I«r7, Macbeth, and Baoqtto ! 

" Banquo, and VTacbcth, all iaill" StetvenS. 
^ Wc Jliail not fpciui a large expcnce of /i>r.",l To fper.rl an ex- 
ftnciy is a phrafc wiih \yitich no reader will be l^ii&licd. Wc cer- 
tainly owe it to the miAake of a tranfcriber, or the^negUgeoce ofa 
printer. Perhaps, rxtent wa^ ilic poet's word. Stievsns. 

* . the ji'ji Ih il nin Scotland 

In Juck an honour nam'd.] «' Malcolm immediately aficr l is 
coroaaiion called a parlcment at Forlair, in the which he icvvatJ^d 
them with lands and livings that had aflifted him againft Macbeth.— 
Manic of them that were before thanes^ were at ibis time made 
ta'lfs, a* File, Menietli, Ailioll, Ltvcnox,' Murrey, Cadmefs, 
Rofic, and An^uft." Hoiiuihtni'i IJiJiOfjf oJ Scotland, p* i7h. 

Malone. 
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Which would be planted newly with tbc time,— 
As cailing lionjc uui cxil'd friends abroad, 
Thai fled tlic Inares ol Watchlui tyranny; 
Producing foriii the crnel mlnincis 
Of iliis dead butcher, and his {icnd-like cjucen ;, 
Who, as 'tis thought, by fclf and violent hands 
Took oir her life This, and what needful die 
That calls upon us, by the grace of Grace. 
We will perform in meafure, time, and place : 
So thanks to all at once, and to each one, 
Whom we invite to fee us crownM at Scone. 

[Flcurijh* Exeunt » 



This play is defervedly celebrated for the propriety of itf 4idloil«, 
and fotemtiitf , gnmdettr, a«|| variety of iu adion ; but It bat ao 
nice dircriminatiotis of ebaraflcr, the events are too gtcnt to ndmit 
the inilucnce of particular iHrpofuions, and the courfc of the ^tdioiv 
ucccHatily ilctermines the coudnU of the ageois. 

The danger of ambition is well defcribad ; and I know not whe« 
thcr it may not be foid, in defence of fome parts which now feeni 
improbable, that, in Sliakfpcare's time, it wai acceOarjr tO wam 
credulity againii vato and illuUvc predidions. 

The palAottt are direded to their true end. Lady Macbeth it 
merely dctefted } and tbongh the courage of Macbeth prcfenrct 
fome eftcero, yet every reader rejoices at hii fall. Johnson. 

How frequent the praOice of enquiring into the events of futurity, 
fitniUr to iliolc of Macbpih, was in Shakfpeare's time, mav be fccn 
in the following iii((ances:> The Marfhall of wife hath bin 
hcird to fay, that Oueen Katherine beeing defrrous to know what 
ihould become of her children, and who (hould fuccced them, the 

party uhich umlcrtonkc to afTiirc l>cr. let her fte a i^bflc, rejjftfcnt- 
jDg a h.ill, in ihc uliicli ciihcr of ihrm made fo many tutiis as he 
llioiilJ raii^ue )carc:>; and that K.iiig ilcnry the 'Iliird, making his, 
the Duke'of Cuife croft him like a flafh of lightning; after which 
the Prince of Navarre prcfcntcd hituftlfc, ntui made 22 lurncs, 
nnd llicn vanilhed " P. Matkifus Herojk lijf un,{ drjfoTalle lUalk 
of H(nry tkt lourtk^ traoUated by Ld. GTimtJlon^ 410. >,6t2, p. 42. 
Again: *• It is reported that a Duke of Bourgondv had like to have 
dic i (or fcare at the light of the nine wOrt^ici which a magiciaa 
flicwcd him/' lb, p. ia6. Reco. 
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It mr be worth vhile to remtrk, tliat Milton, who left behlod 

him a lift of no left than CI(. dr»rn;itk fubjedt, had fixed on thft 

flor)' of this play amon^ ihc rcH. Hij intrniion was to have hegim 
tvith the ariivai of M.dcolm at Macduff's raftlc. The matter of 
Duncan (fays he) may be exprefled by the appearing of Ml gboft.** 
It Ihould fcein from this laft memorandum, that Milton difliked 
tile licence hi)> predec eflor had taken i i <onnprchcnding a hiftory of 
fuch Ifti^ih vviihin the fhort ro npaft of a play, and would have 
new. written the whole on ihe plan of ihc ancirnt drama. Hecould. 
votfurely have indulged fo vain a hopet -af ttiat of ezcclliog Shak« 
fpcarc in the TVa^fd^ »f Mmthtik, SrifcvrMS. 

The laie Mr. Whate1cy*i Rtmwkt en #f At CktfOm •§ 

Shakfptarf, have fliiun, wuh the utmofl clsarnprj of dinindinn 
and fclici'v "f .irrnncc ncnt, thnt what in Richar i HI. is fortitude, 
iu Mrfcbeiti \\ uo more than refoluiiun. But this judiciout Clitic 

• having imputed ihe caufc of Macbeih't inferiority in courafe td hit 
natural difpofiiion, induces me to difTent in one pa* licular fioo i^n 
EfTjy whirh oiherwifc i« too comprehenGvc tO need a fupplementa 
and too rational to admit of coufutatioti. 

Throoghottt fuch parti i)f ihis draou ai afford o.pportt|nitiei for 
a difphiy of perfonal bravery, Macbeth fomctimei /ertu>» ku t§Mfgi 
it ihf Jtii k'nf^ p{a' hut Tifvtr rifi s iiitn f onllituiioiia! heroifm. In- 
fte.nd of rneilii;iting fomc derilive (ttoke on the enemy, his riftlcfi 
and fc-lf-arciiling mind dilcharges ilfcif in fplenctic cffufions and 
perfonal inveAivei.on the atlendanti about hit perfon. Hit genuino 
intrepidity had forlahcn him when he crafedto be a virtuous cha« 
raiHcr. would now deceive himlclf into confidence, and dc- 

. pcads on forced alacrity, and artiBcial vaiour, {o extrio^te him 
from hi^ prefcnt difhcnitlct. Ocfpondency too deep to be rooted 
out, and fur)* too. irrei^ular to be facceftful^ have by turpi pofleffiott 
nf his mind. 'I lionph lie fi.is been afTurefl of what he certainly 
credilrd, III It vonr r[ >f flm<tn lorn Jhall kurt Aim, h« hat twice 
given us rrufon to i'nppofc he would have Jltd^ but that he ttnntt^ 
being ri#^ i9 Ik* Jlakt^ and compelled to Jiiki ikt t^rf$» Suicido 
alfo ha', once entered into hit tlmntrhts', though' thil idea, in a 
paroxvf n ol noifv rie'*. i* ^ippreflci. Yet here it muft be acknow- 
ledged that his appichcnlio'is had betrayed him into a iltaogc in- 
ronfifleiicy o( bcHcr. At he perfifled in fuppohng he could be de* 
flrovrd hv tionr of rt'^men Aorir, by %vhat meant d^d he think tO 
deflrnv hirnlflf-' (-jr |»c was pr-tducr I in t'lr < o mmon way of nature, 
aiid fell not V ul'in ilte diT'ripuon of the only objed that couldend 
the being o I M it i.Li i. In Ihor', his elforts are no Iqngcr thofe <^f 
courage, but of derpair excited by frlf-convidiop, infuriated by 
the ineiiMCc; of 3:1 injn c I father, and confirmed by a prefenttmetit 
of inevitable dckai. I ii 1* iiiuascd , - Diim n^c luct f'vi^ vrc morttwi 
tnert lisfhtt^ — he vcr\ n ittir.illv pr^leis a manljf and viqlcnt, to % 
fitamcfttl- and iiugeiing ic/miuation pf life« 
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One of Shakrpetre't favourite morals ii — that criminality reduces 
the brave and puGUaoiinout to a level. Evtrj funj nkifjtet gtts 
my Jinoidy czCMiait Otficllo, jttx why JhouU l#R*tr tntltvi ktntfiy t 
WUr* I tmili Mi l< Im</, fays Albany, i wmx ntvir valUni; 
lachimo imputes his want of maitkotd to the ktmvintjs mud guilt 
tfiikin his ho font ; Hamlet aflcrts that confcitnct dots make rewards of 
us 0II : and Imogeo tells Pifanio ki may h valiant in a httttr cauft^ 
hut «9«r it /am m ttwtri* The late DoAor Jobafon, than wfaom 
no man was better acquainted with general natttrt« in hit hn* hat 
alTo obfcrvcd of a once faithful BalTa, 

How guilt, when 'harbour'd in the confcioui brcaft| 
** IntiiBiidates the brave, degrades the great \ 
** See Call, dread of kin|^, and pride of araiici» 

By trcafon levell'd with the dregs of men ! 
** Ere guilty fear deprefi'd the hoary cliicf, 
♦* An angry murmur, a rebellious frown, 

Had ftretch'd the fiery boailer in hii grave." , 

Who then can fuppofe that Sbakfpeare would have exhibited hit 
Macbeth mrith encreafing guilt, but uad&niniflied bravery? or 
wonder that our hero, 

** Whofc peftcr'd fcnfes do recoil and flart, 
** When all that is within him docs contlcma 
itfetr for being there,** 
Ihould have loft the magnanimity he difjplayed in a rigtiteous canfCt 
againll Macrlonwald and the Thane of Cawdor? Of this circum- 
Aancc, indeed, the murderer of Duncan was foon aware, asappeara 
from his aflttog himfclf the dreadful qucflion — 

How i$*t with me, when every noitt sppsts me?*' 

Between the coura([e of Richard and 'Macbeth, however, no 
comparifon in favoxir of ilic Inner can be fupported. Richard was 
fo thoroughly dciigncd for a daring, impioui, and obdurate cha> 
radcr, that cicn bis birth was attended by prodigies, and his per- 
fon arme4 with ability 10 do the earliell mifchief of. which infancy 
is capable. Macbeth, on the contrary, till deceived by the illufiom 
of witchcraft, and depraved bv the fuggeHions of his wife, was a 
religious, temperate, and blamelcfs chara/lcr. The yices of the 
one, were originally woven into hii hearl; thofc of the 'othcr« 
were only applied to the furlace of hit difpofition. Tliey can 
fcarce be faid to have penetrated quite into its fubi^atice, for while 
there was fliame, there m)ght have been reformation. 

The precautions of Richard coiicerniog the aimour he was to 
wear in the next day*t battle, hU prepaiationa for the onfet, and 
his orders after it is begun, are equallv charaderiRic of a calm and 
intrepid foldier, who poflefTe.s the o'l/^ota that appeared fo ' formi- 
dable to Nfacbeih, and guidtd Bauquo's valour to all in /•ftij* But 
Macbeth appcara.io confufion from the moment his ca^le it Invefled, 
iflttct BO diflina or material direaioni, prematurely callt for hit 
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armour, a» irrefolutely tlirows it ofT agiin, and is more intent oa 
icU-criininalion, than t'ic icpulfc of ihe bcHcciTi, or the difpod- 
tion of the iroops who arc tu Uctciid i>)> turucb. But ii is ulelcfs 
lo dwell on particular! fo much more exa&ly ennmcratcd by Mr. 
Wbaiely. 

. The iiuih is, thai the mind of Richard, unimpregnated by original 
morality, and uiiiullicaccd the l.i>vs of licavcn, it barralicd by 
no fubfequent remorfe. R(ptnie /nit lufpijfimus* Even ihft deprcf* 
fioo be feeU from preternatural objcds, is fpeedily taken otf. In 
fpitc of o niiiou'. vifions be falUcs forth, and fcelcs his competitor 
in tkc thuat of death. Macbeth, ihoui^h he had loae abandoned 
the ptadice olf goodiiefs, had not fo lar forgot its accuUooied iu» 
fluence, but that a viriuoui advcrfary whom he had injured , k as 
painful to liis fight at tUe fpcdre in a former fccne, and eaually 
bulls the refoluiion he wa? willing to tliink he had ftill pofleffed. 
His coufciencc (as Hamlet fjy» of the poifon j ovacrous his fpirit^ 
and all hit ntirpites su Jickliid ovtr kj tkt pult tajl oj ikougU, 
The curfe that attends on him is, viriultm fidrrt^ if inUkt/ttrt 
tilicli. Had Richard once been a feeling ani coufcicntious cha» 
rader, when l:is end drew nif^h; he might alfo hnvo bctravcd cvi« 
dcnccs of timidity — there fadly fummiug what he had, aud lolii** 
and if Macbeth originally had been a hardened villain, no terrors 
might have obtrudtd themfclvcs on 1ii» clofe of life. Qjialis al 
incplo pTOCfJ<rat. \n ihort, Macbctli is timid in fpiie of all his 
boafliag, as long as he thinks timidity can atiortl refourcesi nor 
does he exhibit a fpecimen of determined intrepidity, lilt the com* 
pletion of the prophecy, and* the challenge of Macduff, have taught 
him that life is no longer tenable. Five counterfeit Richmonds 
are lliin by Richard, x.-hn, before his fall, has fii'lrJ vcnden 
beyond the common abiluy of nun. The prowcfi of Macbeth is 
confined (o the fiogU conquefl of Slward, a nbvice in thk art of 
w II. Neither are the truly brave ever difgrnccd by noneccfftiy 
deeds of cruelty. The viAims of Richard iheccfore arc merely 
fuch as obftrudcd his progrcfs to the. crown, or betrayed the con6- 
•dcncc he had repofSed Ht their afluranees of fidelity. Macbeth, with 
a favage wantonnefs that would have dilhoaourcd a Scythian female, 
cnts oflFa whoVt dcfcncclefs family, iho i.:h the father of it was the 
oriiy rcafoniiile objtirl of his fear. — ('an it be a queflion then which 
of thefc two peilonajes would maoifcil the moil determined valour 
in the fields Shall we hefitate to beftow the palm of courage on the 
fteady unrepcnting Yorkift^ *«* whofe bofom ideas of hctcdiury 
greatncf"5. and coalldencc rcfultin'i fio n fiicccfs, h id fed the lla;ne 
of glory, and who dies in combat for a ciowu which had been the 
early objed of his ambition?' and ^all we allot the Gime wreath 
to the wavering felf>convid«d Thane, who, educated without hope 
of royaljty, had been fuggefted into greatoeis, and yet, at laft. 
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would forego it rtU to Tccare himrdf -by flight, but that flight'is § 

become nil iropoUiLility 

To tonciudc, a pidure of confcicncc cncroachinc on foflitode, 
of ma^iianimity once aoimaied by virtue, and afterwards cx'tia* 
guiUicd by guilt, vvas wli.u SUakCpcate meant *tO difpliy in tho 
chaiadcr antl coiiclu.t of Machclh. ^rf FVFSs. 

hlecbdh was cctiaiuiy one of Sha)i;fpcarc'ft latefl pro^fudions, 
and ji might pofiibly have been fu^gcRed to him by a little per^ 
ffbrmance on the fame fubjctl ai Oxford, before king |anics, i6o5, 
I u'ill irniifcrihe my notice of it from Wa^r'i Hfx Flatonirus : i'a- 
biil.f .iiiLiiii dcJit riiiiiqi u de regia jjrof.ipia l.illoriola apud Scoto- 
biiuuno) cclcbrat.i, (juu: tiurrui uc» dim Sibyliji occurrille duubus 
Scoti« proccribuft, Macbeiho k Banchoni, & ilium priedixifle 
rcgtok futurum, fed regem nullum geiiiturumi hunc regem nda 
futurum, fed res;es ccnitnrnm multoj. \'aticinii veriiaicm reium 
cventus comprobavii. Banchonis coim e llirpe potcntiibmus Jaco- 
but oriundui." p. 39. 

Since I made the obrctvatiou here quoicd, I hnvc been repcat- 
ccHy told, ih.^.l I tini' c'y make Slial 'pciic U.-.Jiicd at Irafl in 
Laiin, as tl»is mull liavc been the I.in2ii.i[;c of the performjurc 
bcfoic kingjames. One miglu perhaps have plauhbly laid, iliat 
he probably picked up the ftory at Jtcond'i»ud ; but mere accident 
lias thrown an old psknphlct , in my way, intillcd the Oxjcrd 
Triumphy by one Anihonv Nixon, 1605, which explains the whole 
matter:. ^* This pertormance, fays Antony, was hri\ in Laiiue to 
tbc king, theik in EngUfli to the quecne and young prince ^* and, 
aa he goes on 10 icll us, ^' the coiucipt thereof the kingc did very 
much appluudc." It is likely tlial itie fricnJly letter, which wc 
are informed king James once wruic to Sbakfpeare, was on this oc- 
cafion. FAmaltK. 

Dr. Johofon ofcd often to mention an acquaietance of his, who 
•was for ever boaftiogwhat great ihin'^s he would do, coiil l he hut 

meet witb. Afcham't t»*9fkilui^ at a time when Afcba^'t piccci 

♦ 

* i^yt/liira'i Toxopliilus,) M. Malone Is fomcwhat niift«kcn In his 

acount of Dr. ]obnloo'a pleafantry, which originated (rem an obfervj' 
tton made by Mr. Theobald in 17 J3, and repeated by hiui in 1744 See 
his note on Jfvcl ado about nothing in his 8«0. edition of Shakfpeare, 

Vol. 1. p. 410; and his duodecimo, Vol.11, p. 12. " and had I 

the convenience ot conluUing Ajiktm\ TtxophilHt, I might probably 
grow better acquainted with his biftofr i. e. that of Aism Seltf the 
celebrated archer. 

Mr. Theobald was certainly no diligent inquirer pihex ancient bonks, 
or was much out of luck, if in tbc courfe of ten years he could not 
procnra the treaftfe hewanted, which was always fufhciently common* 
I have abundant rcafon to rcmcnihcr ihe forf^oing circumftance, 
having often Aood the puih of my late coadjutoi's merriment on the 
fanefcore; for he never heard ne lament the fcarcity of any old 
pamphlet from which I cxpeded to deri.e information, but he inftant* 

jioaicd ou^*' Sir, lemevbex 7ij» and hia T«n*pkiluf*** Sxu?xiis* . 
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had not been coUedtd, ind were very taiely to be found. • At 

length tdMtfkilns wai procured, but — nothing was done. The In* 
teiliide performed ai Oxford in ir)o5, by the fludcnls of Saint 
John's college, was for a while fo far my Toxofkiiui^ as to excite 
my curiofiiy very ftroogly on the fubjed. Whether Shakfpcare ia 
the compofition of ibit noble tragedy was nt all lodcbied to any 
preceding performance, through the medium of traufJation, or ia 
any other way, appealed to mc well worth afcertainiiig. The Brialh 
Mufeum was cxauiincd iu vain. Mr. Warton very obligingly made 
Arlft rearch at St. John'e college, But no traces of this litcrarf 
performance cOttld there be found. At length chance threw into 
my hands the very verfes that were fpoken in i6o3 by three younj; 
gentlemen of that college j and, being thuk at laft obtained, that 
no mao" ( to nfe tbe words of Dr. Jobnfon ) ^ may ever want Ihtin 
snore,** 1 will here tranicribe them. 

There it fome difBcuIty in reconciling the different accounts of 
this entertainment. The author of Rtx Platonicus fays, " Tres 
adolefcentes coocinno Sibyliarum habiiu induii, e collcgio [ Divi 
Johannis ] prodcuntcs« & carmina lepida alternatim caoeuies, regi 
Te tres efle StbylUw proStentur, que: Bahchoai olim foboUs tmpcria 
.praedixeranl. Ice. Deinde tribus piincipibus fiiaves iclictiatum tri* 
plicitates triplicatis carminum vicibus fucctneoieSf^p#lnclpes iUf** 
siiofa fidtuncuia deledaios dimittunt." 

But in a maoufcript account of ihe king's viftt to Oxford in 
b6oS, in tbeMufeom, (Mft. Baker, '7044,) this interlnde is thoa 
defcdbed: ''This being done, he [the king] rode on isnlill he 
came unto St. John's college, where coming agaiult the gate, three 
young youths, iu habit and attire like .^Vym/A^i, confronted him^ 
rcprefeating England, Scotland, and Ireland; and ulking dia* 
logue-wtfe each to other of their ftate, at laft concluded, Ttctding 
tip themfelvcs to his gracious government." With this A. Nixon's 
account in Tkt Oxford Triumph^ quarto, i6o3, in fome meafute 
agrees, though it differs in a very material point) for, if his rela« 
tion is to be credited, (hcfe young men did not alternately redce 
▼erfes, but pronounced three difttnd orations: This Hnilhed, his 
Majcftic paffed along till bee came before Saint John's college, 
when three little boyes, coming foorth of a cattle made all of ivie, 
drell like three mjmpkn^ ( the conceipt wbereof the king did very 
snuch applaude,) delivered three §rMtUMSn lirft in Latioe to theking, 
then in Ln^lifh 10 the queene and young prince ; which being ended 
hu majefiic proceeded towards the eaH gate ot the ciitc, where the 
townefmcu againc delivered unto him auother fpeech in Euglifh.'* 

From thefe dtfcordant accounu one might he led to fuppofe, that 
there were fix aflors on this occafioa, tliree of whom perfonated 
the Sybills, or rather the Weird fillers, and addrcffcd the royal 
viUtors in Latin, and that the other tJiree reprefentcd England, 
t folli i d and Irtlaad, and fpoko only iu Eogliih. 1 bclicre how* 
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ever lhat there were but three younp men employed ; ami tficr re» 
citing tbe followiug Laiia liiic!>, ( which prove ihiit ihe weird Uders 
tnd tb« rcprcfenutivet of Lii<;bud, Scotland, and Ireland were 
the fame perfont, ] they might perhaps have prooouaccd (omt Eog- 
lifh verres of a (imiUr import, for ibe tntcruauoieot' of the queca 
and the princes. 

To the Latin play of Veriumnust written by Dr. Maihcv/ Gwynne, 
which wat adcd before the king by fume ot the Audcnis of Si. 
joho't college oa a fubfequcot day, we are indebted for the loog* 
fought-for interlude performe J at St. Julin's gate; for Dr. Gwynne* 
who was the author of this interlude aUb, has anaeicd U (O bit 
Virtumnuif printed ia 4to. in i^o;.^ 

Ad regit ioiroittira, e JoaancnCi Collegio extra partam orbts 
bofealeoa fito, tret qoafi SibjrUc, iic (at e (fin) (alutar ant. 

I. Fatidicat olim fama eft ceciniflTe forores 

Imperium fine fine tux, rex iacl)te, ftirpis. 

BanquoneiD agnovit ccncrofa Loquabria Thanum ; 

Ncc libi, Banquo, tuii fed fccpira nepolibus 

Immortalibus immortali^ vaiicinata:: ' . 

lu faltum, ut lateas, duin Banquo recedii ab aula. 

Trei cadem paiitcr caoiiDui tibi fata tuifque, 

Dum fpedaode tuit, e lattu acccdit ad atbeiof ■ 

Teqae (alutftoitttT Salve, coi Scotia ferviti 

t. Aoglia cui, falve. 3« Gui fenrit Hibernia, IkWe. 

a. Callla ctil litulot, lenat danC cetera, falve. 

t. Qoein diviCa print colit una Britanola, lalvc* 

S. SuoBQie Mooarcba Britaonlce, Hibemice, GaDice, fidve* 

!• Anna, parcot regam, foror» oxor, filia, (aive. 

t. Salve, HlNtict h«ret, priaecpt palcberiime, falve. 

S. Dux Gaiole, Sc perbelle Polooice rtgnle, falve. 

I. Ncc metat fatiif oec tempora ponimut Iftit; 

Quia orbit regao, fame fint terminut aftra: 

Camutuii rCferas regno quadruplice clarumj 

Major avii, xquande tuis diadematc fulis. 

Nec ferimus caEdes, ncc bella, nec anxia corda j 

Ncc furor in nobis; fed agentc calefcirous illu 

Numine, quo Thomas Whitus per fotniiia uiotut, 

LondinenGs eques, niuh> hxc lecix dtcavit* 

Milium imo JDeO| tutcUiit^ue Joanui. 
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Ille Deo charum ^ caram, prope pTsttereuntcm 
, Ire faluutuiB, CbriAi precuiTor, ad xd^m 
Chrifti pcrgcntcm, jtilfu. Duht ergo falvitc 
Perge, tuo afpcdu lit ixu Acadcmia, per^c." Malons. 



As that flnciular ^Miiofity, Tkt Witcky printed by Mr. Reed, 
and diKubuicd oiilv among, his fiicuds, caiii>oi iall iu the way of 
every curious sad inquifiiive reader of Shakfpcare, f am induced to 
fubjoia Itich portions of it (thoagli fome of them aic already glan* 
ccd Til] as ini^ht li.ivc fiis^ceflcd the uiea on whicii our author 
fnuudcd his unrivalled fceue ol cucliautincui iu ibc lourlb ad of 
ihc prcTeoi ir4'»edy. 

The Ivrick pan indeed of the fecond of thefe extrafit hu already 
ap[ cared in »ny note under the article Machlfiy in Sir. Malone'j 
Ait'n;! 'vc. Vo!. n ; imd is rc] cited hcrr only for t' c fr.ke of jtixia- 
poliiiuiif aiul bccaulC' as auj^uds ^ lo borrow a pUralc troiu Lady 
Macbeth) wonid have beenx** bare without it.** The whole it 
given with its antiquated fpelling, coitcCted from the original MS. 

ST£&vsiia. 

ACT 1. S C £ N E n. 

HiiCCAT i arid other Witches {with Properties, and Habittt 

^ Jilting.) 

Hte» Titty, and Tinin, Suckin 

And Pidgeu, Liard* and Robin! 
White fpiritt, black fptritts. gray fplritts, f«dd fpirittss 

D'vill-Toad, Devill-Ram, D vill-Calt, and DcvlH-D«IU 
Why Hoppo and Stadiin, Hcdhvin and frickiei 

StacL Here, fwcatmg at the velTcL 

Mec» Boyle it well. • 

ifop. It gallops now. 

Hjc. Are the flames blew enou^? 
Or fhill I life a little feeteji niofp ? 

Stnf/. The nipp^ ot Fayiies upon maidef white hipps* 
Are not more perfe^ azure. ^ 

Ktfc. Tend it carefully. 
S lui S^dtin 10 me with a brazen difh* 
That I may fall to work upon theis Terpents, • ' 

And rqu'-ize em ready for the fecond huwce. 
Why, when? 

StatL Reere's Sudlin, and the diafa. 
//ec. There take this un-baptized brats 
Boiie it well; piefexve the Uit 
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You tnow *tis pretious to transfec 
Our iioyntfd flefh into the aire, 
In Jiifj *n' -light night?, ore flccple-topps, 
Mountaiaos, and pine-Uecs, that Jikc pricks, or floppc, 
Seeme to our heightt high towres» and rbofes of lamctii 
Like wrincklts in &e eartht whole provhices 
Appeare to our fight then, cv'n kcke 
A I uilct-niojli- upon fomc ladies cheeke. 
When hundred leagues in aixc we fcaft and fin^ 
Oannce, kifle» •uf coll, ufe every thing : 
What young-man can we wifh to pleaftue ill 
But we cnioy him in an IncubuS? 
Thou kn-nv'lt if Stacflin ? ' 
Stad, i/fujUy that's don. 

H€c, Laft night thou gofll the Maior of Whelplies fon, 
-I Incw nim by his black cloake Iyn*d with yallow; 
I thiuck thou hafl fpoild the youth : hee*s but feaTCSteciiei 
ril have him the next mounting: away, ia, 
Goe feed the veiTcli for the fecond howre. 

StmL Wh«re be the magicall herbet? 

Hec. They're downe his throate. 
His mouth crambM full; his eares« and nofihriUf flufib 
- 1 thnift in Lleofclinum, lately 
Acouitum, frondes populeus, and footc, , 
You may fee that, he looks lb black ith* mouth t 
Then Sium, Achamm, Vulgar* too 
Dentaphillon* the blood of a flitter^nowfe^ 
Solanum fomnificuiri k. oleum. 

♦ 

Stad, Then ther's all Heccat? 
Hec, b the hart of wax 
Stuck full of magique needletP 

Stad, Tis don Heccat. 

Hec. And H the Farmer's pidlure, and hil wiyci^ 
lay'd downe %o th' fire yet? ^ 

Stad. They are a roafiiog both to«. 

l/ee. Good; 
Then their marrow ei are a melting fubtelly. 
And three monctics fickn^s fucks up life in Vm. 
Ihey denide me often llowre, barme, and milke, 
Godfe-greace and tar» when 1 nere hurt their chumings; 
Their brew4ocks nor their batches, nor fore-fpoake 
Any of tlieir breedings. Now I II be-meete with 'em. 
Seaven of their yong pifgs I have be-witch'd already 
Of the lad litter, nine ducUyngs» thirteene golclings and a 
hog 

Fell lame laft Sonday after evcn-foog too. 

And mark how thai Iheepe jprofperi OC what foupt 

youXit J. 
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'Each milcb-kiiie gives to th* paflex 1*11 fend tbefe fnakes 
Shall milke. 'em all .before hand: the dew *d- fkined -dxytiii 

wenches 

Shall fh-oak dry diig:^s for thi<, and goc home cuifltQg: 
I'll luar tfaeir iilUbubs, and fwathic fcaftings 
Under cowes bellief, with the pasith-youthcft 

■ 

Whcr's Fircftone? our fon Fircftonc, 
J^'rc Here am I mother. 

Hee, Take in this brazen difh full of decre war^ 
Thou fhalt have all when I die and lh.it wilbc 
Kv'n juit at tivclvr a clock at night conic thrcp yccre. 

Fire. Aixd may you not bivc one a-ciock. in to th' dozen 
(Modicr?) I 

JHee, Noh. 

Jure. Your fpirits are then more unconfcionable then bakers: 
You II have liv'd then (Mother) fix-frore ycare to the hundroj; 
and me-thincis after Iix-fcure ycares the dcvill might give you a 
call; for he*f a fruiterer too, and has hjn from the bepnning: the 
Irft apple that ere was eaten* came through his fingers: The Cot- 
term on gcrs then I hold to be the auncicntcfl trade* thoDgh fome 
would have the Tailor prick'd downc b'-fore Jiini. 

7/ec. Goo and take heed you Ihed not by the way*. 
The howre rouft have her portion, 'ds deere fiiropb 
2ach charmed drop is able to confound 
A famely confiAing of ninetcene. 
Or one and twcntie feeders. 

J^ire* Mary, heere's Hull indeed! Deere furrup call you it? a 
little tiling would nuke me give you a dram on t in a poITctt, and 
cutt yott three yeares fhorter. 
• NeCm Thou'rt now aliout feme villany. 

Fire. Not 1 (forlooth) Truly the dcviH s in her I thinck. How 
one villanie fmclls out aa other llraight: iher's no knavery but is 
nofde Like a dog, and can fraell out a doggs meaning. (Mother) I 
pray give me leave to ramble a-broad to-night 'with the iiighl-nurep 
for I have a great mind to ovrr-lay a fat pa.rfon*S daughter* 

I21C. And who liiall lye with nie tht-n? 

Fire. Ihe great cat for one night (Mother). 'Tw but a night: 
make fhift with ium for once. 

Ifec. You*re a lind fon: * 

But 'tis the nature of you all. I fee that: 
Vou had rathor hunt aftti Itrjn^e v/omon (lill, 
TJ tn lyf wrh vo ir o-.vnc riK>tlji?r: Gttt ilice gouj 
^veau tl'/ xu^ odUQci uui about tiic vclTvlV 
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Mee, Urchins, Elves, Higfs, Satires, Pans, Fawnes, fllence. 

Kitt with the candleflick ; TritODS, Ontaures, Dw<nfcs, Imps, 
the Spoonc, the Mari-, ilio Man i tli oa!t -; the Ucil-^aine, t|ie 
l-irc-drjbc, tl:c Puckl'-. A. Ab. Ilur. Hus. 

6eO. licavcn knowcs Witii what uawiliingnes and bate , 
I enter this dambd place: but fuch extreemes 
Of wrongs in love, fight 'gainft religion's JmowltBdlCa 
That \vc\c I led J by tJ.is difeafe to deaths 
As nuiiilicilcs as creatures that mufl die, 
I could not fhua the way: I iuow what 'tis 
To pitty road men now; theyVe wretched things * • 

That ever were created, if they be 
Of womairs making, and her iaithles vowes: 
I fi-ar thcy re no^v a kilfing: what's a clock ? 
'Tis now but (upper-tiiu •: But night wili come, 
And all neW'inarried copples make fhort fuppexs. 
What ere thou art, I bave no fpare time to feare Ae«; 
My horrors are fo ftrong and great already, 
'i hat thou fcem'ft nothinr : Up and laze not ■. 
Hadil thou my buiynes, th ai couldft nere fit foe: 
Twotild irck thee into ayrc a tboufand mik. 
Beyond thy oynetments: I would, I were read 
•So mich in thy black powrr, as mine owne greifrs? 
I'me in neat n<*td of help: wil't give me any? 

Nec. liiy boldaes takes me bravely: we are ail iwome 
To fweatt for fttjch a fpirit : See ; I regard thee. 
I rife, and bitl thee wellcome. What's ihy wifb now? 

&b. Oh my hc.nt (w lls with*t. I muD take breath lirft* 

Hfc. 1s t to confound fome nrnii" on the feas? 
It may be don to night. Stadlm's widiin;- 
She raifes all your fudaine ruinous flormes 
That fliipwrack barks, and teares up growing oakes, 
Flyes over houfe;, and takes Anno Domini 
Oiit of a rich nun's rhimncy (a fweet nlice for't) 
He would be hunr'd cio v/onid fet his ownc yeares there. 
They mull be chaiaber d in a liv^-pound picture, • 
A grecne fllk curtaine drawne before the eies on*t» 
(His rotten difea.^d yeares)! Or doll thou envy 
The fat profpciiMe of any n^ichhoai ? 
1 11 call forth Hoppo, ar.d li r incaiMatiun 
Can lliaifihl deftroy the young of -.1. hij c-ttell: 

JHall Yiae^yvdSy wAutds^ meidowcs j or 49 m aigbt 
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' Tranfport Us doong, hay, come, by xeekei» whole Ihclf^ 

Into thine ownr ground. 

Sef>. I his would come mofl richely now 
To many a cuntry grazier: But my envy 
Lies not fo lowe as cattetl* come» or vines: 
Thrill trouble your bell powres to ghre mo eafti, 

Hec. Is yt to fl.m'f up generation? 
To flrike a barrcunes in man or woman ? 

Seb. Hab! 

Mie. Hah! did yon leele me there? I knew your grlcfc. 
Seb, Can there be Aich tfiings doil? 

fiec. Aip thcis the ftins 
Of ferpcnts P thcis of ftukes? 
Seb* I fee they are. 

ffte. So foro into what houfe theis are convay'A 
Knitt ivith t^eis chaimes, and tctentiTe knotts* 

Is'cithcr tJie man bcgctts, nor woman breeds; 

Wo, nor performes the leafl defire of wedlock, 

Being then a mutuall dutie: I could give thee 

Chiroconita, Adincantida, 

Archimadon, Maittiritin, CallGia* r 

Which I could fort to VjUattOnS barren ends, 

But this Ir^dts the fame way: More I could ioftanee : 

As the lame needle* thruH into their pillowes 

That foawes and fbdcs up dead men in their fheet*: 

A piivy griaael of a man Aaf hangs 

After fun-fc(t: Good, excellent! yet all's there (Sir). 

Seb. You could not doc a man xhn fperijll ViiiJneS 
To part them utterly, now? Could you doc that? 

ifec* Not time mull do't; \vc cannot di>ioyne wedlock: 
*Tl^ of heaven*s taOsdng-. weU may we raife jarrs, 
Jealouzies, ftrifTes, and hart-butning diiagreeraenO, 
Like a thick fkurfT ore life, a? did our m.if^er 
l^pon thai patient miracle: but llic work itlelf 
Our powre cannot dis-joynt. 

Seb, I depart happy 
In what I have then, being conftraln'd to this: 
And graunt you (greater powre^) that difpofe moQ, 
That i may never need this hag agcn. [Exit. 

Ntc. I know he loves me not, nor there's no hope on'l j 
Tis for the tove of mifchetf I doe this, 
And that xve arc (Worne to the lifft oalh we take. 

/vVe, Oh mother, mother. 

Jlec. Whats the ncwcs with ihce now? 

^iVe. Th»e*s the bravcll young genUcman within, and the fmclieil 
drunck: I thought be would have fahie into the velTcl: he Huin- 
Pitd at a pipkin of chiMct greue; recide agaioll StadUo, ovet* 
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durew %tt, and in the tumbling caf^ fliock up old PaeUci Jteelef 

with her clothes over her eves* 
//<c. Hoy-day ! 

Jfirt, I vfAs Uync to throw the cat upon her, to fave herhoneftie} 
and all litle enough: I dtfdt out IliUt I pray be ^ovcr^i See wheto 
lie comes now (M«thcr.) 



^Aft. CaU you theis witches? 
^•y be tumblers me-thinckcs, very flat turabler5. 

Jffte. Ti5 Aimachildes: Crcfb blood Ilirrs in me — : 
Tlhc man that I have lufted to enjoy: 
I have had him thrice in Incvkbus already* 

A/. Is your name gooddy Hag ?• 

Ifcc. 'Tis any thing. 
Call me the horridA and unhallowed things 
Hiat life and nature trembles at; for thee 
ni be the fame.' Thoa com*ft for a loYe-€hafm« a^wf 

A/. Why thou'rt a witch, I thinck. 

//t'c. Thou I halt have choice of twentie, wett» or dric* 

A/. Nay let's have dric ones. 

Hec. Yf thou wilt ufe't by way of cup and podMl^ 
ru give thee a Remora fhall be-witch hec flraaghti 

Ai. A Remora? what's that? 

//<rc. A litle fuck-flone. 
Some call It a Aalamprey, a fmali filh. 
AL And muft 'be buttcr'd ? 

Ifee, The bones o^ a greene frog too: woadroui pretidus. 

The flcfh confum'd by piae^mircs. 

AL Pizc-miros! give rae a chamber-pot. 

J^ire. You fhall lee him goe nighc to be fo umnannerly, hee^U 
make water before my mother anon. 

. AL And now yon taUte of frogs, I have fomewfaat here: 
I COsne not emptie pocketted from a bancket. 
(T learn'd that of my h.ibcrdafhers wife.) 
Looke, goody witch, there's a toad in marchpane for you. 

Hec* Oh fir, y'have fitted me. 

Ai» And here's a fpawne or two 
Of the fame paddock-brood too, for your fmii. 

Fire, I thanck your worfhip. fif . how comes your haadkerchcc- 
fo ivvcetcly thus beray'd!* fiirc ti>; wctt lurkeT, dr.* 

A/, lis nothin£ but the iirrup the toad ipit, 
TijM, ail I pree-thee. 

Hec* This was kindly don, fir. 
And yott fhall fup with me tonught for this* 

TJ 
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AI. TTnu- ? fup with thee? dod Uunck I Ul eate iiyde rattl|^ 
And pirklnd fpiUcrs I 

Hec, l*io : I can comnand. Sir, 
The bed meate i'th* whole province for vy freiid^. 
And reveicntly fervd in too. 

yl/. How ? • ' • 

Ht'c. In good fafhion. 
• AU Lei inc but fee t>iat, and I'll fup with you. 

'Sht eonfunsi and enter a Cart {playing on aJidU) and fyirit^ 

{with meate). 

The Patt and Fidle's an excellent ordinaiie; , 
\ou h^d a dcviU oiicc m a lox-lkia. 
' Hee. Oil. I have him mil : ccue wsilke vnOk me,. 8|r. 

Exit. 

Fire. How apt and ready is a drmickard now to reele to the dc- 
vill ! W'-'II I'll cv^n in, and fee how he eates, and I'll be hang J if 
2 be not the fatter of the twauie witU iaiighing 4t hun. \^ExU^ 

> 

AGTm. SCENE m. 

• Enter Hxccat, Witcubs, dr Fxre-Stons. 

Ji€C. The mooqe*s a gallant; fee how brift fhe rides* 

Stad. II-er'5 a rich evening, Heccat* 

//c r. 1, is t not tr -nrht'S, 
Xo take a jorney o( Uvc Jhouland mile? 

//op. Ours wiil be more to-night. 

Hec. Oh. twill be pretious: heard you the owle yet 9 

Stad. BtCifely in the copp<» 
A? w<- t-ame tt:iough now. 

y/tc. li"; high time for us then. 
, 6tad. There wa5 a bat hoong at my lipps three timeg 
As we came throu^ the woods, and drank her filL 
Old Puckle faw her. 

//tc. You arf fortunate f\ill: 
Thf very fchrcich-owlc Iig'^its upon your flioulder. 
And wooes you, like A.pidgcon. -Are you furnifhd? 
Have you your oyntments? 

SteuL AU. , 

Hee. Prepare to fliglit theni 
I'll over-take you fwifily. 

Stad- Hye thee Heccat: 
.We fbal be up betimct* 

Hec, ril reach you quickly. , 

lure. They are all going a birding to-night. They talk of fowled 
I'th'aircy that fly by day; 1 am iuie they'll be a company of fowle 
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flutts there to night. Yf we have not mortallitie affer^j* Til be 
liangM, for they are able lo putfyfie it» to infeQ a whole recioo. 

She fpies me now. , 

Hec. What Fire-Stone, our fwrct fon? 

Fire. A litle fweetcr then feme of you j or a dooQghiU wero 
too good for me. 
Bee, How mpch haft here? 

Fire. Nineteene, and all brave plui&p oiiei| befides fix lisaidlb 

and three ferpenline eggs. 

I/er. Deere and fwect boy: what herbcs haft thou? 

Fire. I have fome Mar-martin, and Mnn-dragon. 

J9te, Marmaritfaiy and Mandragora* thou wouldft fay. 

Fire. Hccfs Parmax too: I thanck diee» my pan ahes I ani fiun^, 
with kneeling downc to cut *em« 

Hec. And Selago, 
Hedge hifop too: how ncere he goef my cuttings? 
Were they all cropt by moone-Ught? 

Fire. Every blade of 'em. or 1 jm a m00lie>«al/ (Mothei)* 

Ifrc. Tlye thee home with *tni. 
Looke well to the houfe to night: I am for aloft. 

Fire, Aloft (quoih youP) 1 woula you would breakc your neck . 
once^ that I might have all quickly. Hark* hark, mother; they 
are above the ftoeple alredy* tlying orefyovr head with a noyfe of 
tnufitians. 

iiec. They are they indeed. Help me, help mc} I'm too late 
els. 

SoKG. Come away, come aw^; ) 
Heccatf- Hecca^ come away, j 

MtCm I come, I come, I come, I com^* 

With all the fpced I may. 
With all the fpeed I may* 
Wher's Sudlin? 
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Wher's PucUe? 
Heere: 

And Hoppo too, and Hellwaine toot 
We lack but you ; we lack but yott} 
Come away, make up the count. 

Hec, I will but noynt, and then I mount. 

[A Jpirit Uke a Cat d^cmkl 
Ther's one comes downe to fetch his dncS; p 
A kifTc, a coll, a dp of blood: V oftortf* 

And why thou fiaiil fo long 3 

"I mufe, I mufct 

lince the ait's fo fwcet and gbodr 

T4 
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JUte, Obf arf tliou ccmie, 

Wl.Ai n(\ve5, what ncwcij 
All rn'5 Itill to our delight, 
i-Uhcr coiue, or els 

Refafc, refufe* 
Jfec. Now I am fumiDrd for the flight. 

F>re. Hark, hark, the Gatt fiogs a brave treble in her owse lan- 

Jfec. going up.] Now I goe, now I flie^ 

MalUiv my fw«ete fpirit an4 !• 
Oh what a daintie pleafure tis 

To ride in the aire 

When iht moonc Ihinrs fairr, 
And fing and d-mnce, and toy and kifs: 
, Over wood^, high rocks, and moantainea* 

Over feas. <iiir miArl^ fountainetf, 

Ov( r {\t ( pe (owres and tfim tt^ 

Wc fly by nii ht, 'mongfl troupes of fpirittS* 

No ring of bi'Us to our eaves luanUs* 

No hAwIes of nroolves, no ye I pes of hounds ; 

No, not the noyfe of water's-breache. 

Or cannon's throat, our height can reache. 

No Ring of bellsj ttx» | abovf, 

Pirtt Well Mother, I thanck your kindnes : Yon mufi be gam-i ' 
boiling rtli*aire, and leave me to waDt here like a foole and a piof- 

ACTY. SCENJ^IL 

Sntir Oqcmbssb, Hbccat, FiBBsrowB. 

Jhe. What death is*t you Uefire for AlmachildesF . 
DftcH* A Todaine and a (ubtle. 

Hec. Then I have fiftt^d yoii. 
Here Jye the g jiff- of both ; lodaine and fubtlc; 
His picture made in wix, aud gently molten 
By a blew fire, kindled with dead mens* eyes, 
,WiH wafte hira by 

JJuch. Tn what fiint-, prf-e-thrc? 

Ifec. Pi rhaps It] a moone's progreiTe* 

Dud\. W'hdtt* a moncth? 
Out upon piOuresI if they be fo tedion^ 
Crive mt things with fome life. 

Htc. Then f-eke no farthtr. 

Duch. Thi<; muA be don with fpeed, difpatch'd tiiis nighv 
If it may polfiblc. • * 

^ IBte* I have it Ibr you : 
CEeit*s tbat frill do^t: flay but peileAion^t lime« 
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And tliit's not five howrcs hencCf 
Due ft. Can (I thou do tbis ? 
Ilec. Can I ? 

Duch*^ I meane, fo cJofcly, 

/fee. So clofety doe you mtane too 9 

Ikich. So artfully. To cunningly. 

Hec. Worfc gcworfc; doii!)t<; .md incredulilies, * 
7bcy mate me mad. Let fcrupuloLis creatures know 

Cum volui, ripis ipfis mirantibus, amne^ 

In fbntes rediere luoS| concuflaq. flfte, 

Siantia concutio cantu freta; nubila pello, 

Nubilaq. induro: vcntos ahigoq. vocoq. 

Vip rcas rumpo vcTtpi-; carmine fauces; 

£t lilvas inovco, jubcoq, tremiiccre inontes* 

£c nugire fobiin, nanefq. toast fepulcbiif. 

Te quoque Luna ttahft. ' 
Can you doubt me then, daughter, 

Tbat Can make niountaines tremble, miles of woods walk} 
Whole eartli's foundaUun bellow, and the fpiritts 
Of the eiiiomb*d to bnrll out firom Hietr marbles; 
Nay* draw yond raoone to my envolv'd deigaes P 

Pire, I know as well as can be when my mother'; mad and out 
great catt angrie; for one fpittt French thei^ and thotbet fpitu 
Lattcn. 

Dueh, I did 90t doubt yoQy Modiefii 
Hec» No ? what did you, 

Wy poure's fo firme, it is not to be queflton'd. 

Duch. Fori:;ivc what's pifl: and now I know tb* offenilTeiiet 
That vcxts art, I \\ Ihun th' occaGou ever. 

/fee. Leave all to me and my* five flfters, daughters 
It fhall be convaid in at howleti>time. 
Takf yoti no care. My fpiritts know their momeQtSt 
Raven, or Icreitcb-owlc never fly by th' dore 
But they call in (I thanck 'ein) and they loofe not by't 
I give 'em barley foald in infiuits' blood t 
They fbafl hanre frmiiu cum fanfuine. 
Their gor.cc cramd full if tbey come once |o OUT boufe: 
We arc no niggird. 

Fire, They fare but too well when they come heather : they 
oMe ni> 28 mucb tother night as would jiaye made me a good coop 
fcionable pudding. 

Hcc. Give me fome lizardj-bratne : quickly Fireftone. . 
WhcT S grannam Stadlln, and all the xell o'th'fiAers? 

JFire, All at hand forfootb. 

Hec* Gave me MarmaritiD; fome Beare-breech*. when ? 
^<>e. Heer*s Beare-breech, and lizards braine fprfooth* 
In to the Ycflel) 
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And fetch three ounces of the rcd-hair'd gffle 
I kilf'd laft midnight. 

Fire. Whcrrabout.^, ftvrct Mother? 

J/t.\ Hip; hip or flanck. Whcr** is the Acopusf 

Fire, Yoii fhall fiav.: A(Opiis, forfoolh. 

Hcc, Sill, iUr about; waild I begm the chanae. 



A channo Song, about a VeficU. 

BUcI fpirhtt, and white; Red fpiiitts, and grays 

Mingle, mingle, mingle, you that mingle may* 

Titty, Ti!Tin. koepe it flifF in; . . 

Fire-dratf:, Puckey, mate it lucteyj 
Liard, Robin, you mufl bob in. 
Round, around, around, abont, about; 
All ill come rtinning in, ill good keepe outl 
1. Witch. H'or s the bl ood of a bwit. 

Hec» Put in that; oh put in that. 
9. Heer's iibbard's-baae. 

Mee» Put in agiine. 
1. The juice of foiJ; the oile of adder* 

a> Thofe will inak.;; the vonkt-r madder. ♦ 

JJce, Put in; thcr's all, and rid the Itench. 

J^ire. Nay heer's three ounces of the red-hair'd wench, 

AU. Round, around, around* fee, 

Hec. So, foe, enough: into the veflell with it. 
There 't hath the true perfo«^\ion: I am fo light 
At any mifchicf: thsr's no Viilany 
But is a tune mcthinkes. 

Jflrt, A tune! 'tis to the tune of dampnation then, I wanrant 
you; and that fong h uh a viilanous burthen. 

H^r. Comr ray fwect fiU'rs; lot the aire flrike otU tUM^ 
WiuUI WC fhow reverence to vend peeping nioone. 

[Here Uiey dauncc, 7ht ^V<^c/»«ii dance <ly £xeurU, 



*^* THE followin; Songs are found in Sir \ViI!iain D'Avemnt's 
alteration of this play, i»nnled in 1674. The firlt and lecond of 
them tvorc, 1 believe, vvattcn by hiui, being introduced at the end 
of tiie fecond ^St, in a fcene of which he undoubtedly waf the author. 
Of the oOier'fongs which is fung in th > third a£V, the firfl words 
{Come awav) are in the original copy of Macbeth, and the whole is 
found at Icnjth m MkI II -to i s pK»>', cntifleJ Ihe Witchy which has 
been lately printed troia a mauulcript in the coUe^ion of Major 
Feaif9a. Wtiietl^er this fong was written l?y $hakfpeare^ and oniit* 
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ted, like many others, in the printed copy» cannot now bo afcei^ 
fained. Malomb* 

A C T IL 

FIAST SONG BT THB WITCHES. 

1. Wiich* Speal, filler, fpeak; is the deed donef 
a. V\fitch, Long ago, long' ago: " ' 

Above twf-lve gUITes fince have run. 

3. Wirch. Ill deeds arc feldom flow; • 
Nor fingle: following dimes on former wait? 
The worft of creaturef faftea propagate. 
M.Jiiy more mtirden moA tJda one enfue, 

A5 if in (J.'4(h were propagation tOO» ^ 

2. Witch. He will ' . - * 

1. Wttch. fie fhall — 

' 9. Witetu He mufi fpill mucb niorc blood i 
And borome worfe, to mal^e liis title good» 

1. Witch. Noxv le^f danoe« 

2. Witch. Agreed. 

3. Witch, Agrerd. 
4- Wiicfu Agreed. 

CAor. We Aoiild rejoice wlhen good Uogs bjeec^ * ^ 
When cattle die, about We go; 
Wbat then, when monafchs peiifli» fhould we dof 

t S B C O N D SONG. 

t^t*s have a dance upon the bVath; 
• We gain more life^ hj Duncan*t death. 

Sometimes lite brinded cats we fhew. 

Having no mufick but our mew: 

Sojiit umes we dance in fome old miUf 

Upon the hopper. Hones, and wheels 

To fome old faw, or bardifh ihyiie» 

Whrre flill tbe mill-clack does keejp tfnf; • 

SomofiiMcs about an hullow tree, 

Around, around, around dance we: 

Thither die chirping cridtet comes» 

And beetle, finging if^mtj hums : 

Sometimes we dance o'er fens and furze, • 

To howls of wolves, and barks of curs : 

And when with none of thofe we mect» * 

We dance t^ Uie echoes of our feet. «■ 

At the night<aven*s difmal*v^ce, 

Whilft others tremble, we rejoice ; 

And nimbly, riim!)ly dance we ftill^ 

i 0 t|)e echoes from aA hoUow iulU {Erm^ 
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. ACT IIL SCE'nE V, 

HscATB and the three WiTCHSf. 

MuiiGK and Song* 

[Within.] Mecattt Hecate^ Hecate! O come aw^! 
Hec. Hark, I am callM, my litdc fplrig fe^ 
Sit<: li) a laggy cloud» and ilays for me. 
[Wittdttl Come away, Hicate, Hecau! O eome away! 
ffec. I^ome^ I come, with all the fpeed I may. 

With all the fp-ed I maT. 
Where's Stadiing ? 

f. Here. [wiVAiVl] 

Hte, Where** Padde ? 

3. Here; [witfdrul 
And Hopper too, and Hdvay too.* 
We wjnt but you, we want but you: 
Come away, make up the count. 

Htc, I will but 'noint, and then I mount: 
I will bat Anoint lee. 

{^WU/UtuI Here comes down one to fetch hu dues, 

[A Machine wUh MaUun in ii dtfimdi*^ 
A kifs, a coll, a ftp of blood ; 
And why thou ftay ft fo long, 1 mufe. 
Since the air*s fo IWeet and gopd, 

Mrr. O, art thou come ? What news ? 

[Wii/un.] All goes fair for our delight: 
^ther come, or elfc rcfiife. 

Hec, How Im furxufh'd for the flight; 

[Heoite plan* furjtlf in tht Meu^iWf 
Now I go, and now I fly, 
Malkin, my fweet fpirit, and I. 

O, wlul a dainty pleafure's this, , 

To faii 1 the air. 

While the moon fhinet fidr; 

To fiog, to toy, to dance and Ub) 

Over woods, high rocks, and mountains; 

Over hilU, and miilj fountains ; § 

• *jtnd Hnpfier <eo, mad ffelvaf toolUTke Wttek, tbefe ptrfonafet 

■re calltd Hoppo and Hfl.waync, MAcON'E. 

t Ttii^ ftaKf .tl'recu.in I hive «<( led. In The IFitch th<Te is here the 
^llowinc "urginal note: 'A MrU likr a rat dercen-l- •» In Sir W. 
D'AvcAaac*s altcretton of Maeieik, primed in i«7«, this Om^. us wdl as 
Ml «he fed of the p!-«:c, is printed very incorrecUf. I nav9 cndeav.iund 

to dmnuu'c the diff riMit p%r» of (^e (bae belerc oi* at, ) ittatiott the 
author intended. MALONS 
i OperUUs^ ftc.) U TkeWiuk^ iaftead of this liee we flodi 
Over &at, oar miftrele* fouauiM. MAtONB* 
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Over Aeeples, towers, and turrets. 

We fly by night 'snoogft troops of ^ritl. 

No ring of belJj to our ears foiiihls» 

No howls of wolves, nor yelps of hoiuldSj 

No, not the noilc of Witer's breach. 

Nor cannon's throats our height can reach. [Hecate afcemis* 
1* Vi/Uc/u Cone, lefs make hafte; flie*ll foon be back again, 
t. Witcfu Bnt whilfl flie moves through the foggy air, 

lefs to the cavt^ and our dire chants prepare. [Bxtunt* 



Jfilts 9mlttd {on •ctpmnt of Itngti] w tktir fT9ftr pUtts, 

[See p. 78. J 

♦ his two chamberlains 

Will .1 wilk wine and ivajfd Jo c$nvinti^ Sec. 

. Will it not he receiv'dy 
Whom mo leer usrk*d wlk hhoi tktfe JUepf iw$ 
Of his own eiamber, »nd nid their very daggers^ 
That they have </on'/ ? ] In the original ScottiHi Hiftory hj^ 
Bocthius, and iu Holiaihed's Chronicle, wc are meicly told that 
Macbetti (lew Duncan at Invernefs. No particulars whatfoevei 
are rnentloned. The circumflance of making Duocan*i chamber, 
lains drunk, and layinc; the guilt of his murder upon them, ;»» well 
as fome other circutuftanccs, out author hat taken Ironi the hiHory 
of Duffe, king of Scotland, who vf at murdered by Don wald, Cap- 
tain of the caftle of Fores, about eighty years before Duncan af« 
ccndcd the throne. The faft is thus told by Holinfhcd, in p. l50# 
ot his Scoiltlh Hiftory (the hiftory of the reign of Duncan cotn« 
nences in p. 168}: Donwald, not forgetting the reproach wliich 
bit linage had fuHeined by the execution of thofe liJt kinfmeoi 
eirhom the king for a fpedacle to the people had caufcd to be hangeJ, 
could not but fticw manifcft tokeni of great giicfe at home amongft 
his familie: which his wife perceiviug, ceafed not to trawtU with 
bim till (he underfiood what the caufe was of hit difpleafure. 
VThich at length vrhen fl)e had learned by his owne relation, flie, 
as one that bare no Icflc malice in fair hear:, for the like caufc 
on his bchaHc, than hir huiband did for his friends, counfelled 
him, [tiih the king ufed ofteniiinci to lodge in hit houf^ without 
anic gard about him other than ihe garrifou of the caftle, [ofForet,] 
which was wholie at his commandedient] to make him awaiCi eae 
Jho^td him ihe meanrs tukrr'bj he mi^'if ffon/Ji nci'jmfili/h it. 

Donwald,.thus being the more kindled iu wrath by the words 
of hit wife, determined ta follow hir advice in the execwiion of fo 
'heinous an ad. Whereupon dcvibng with himfelfe for a while, 
which way hee mleht bell arcompliih his curfcd intent, at Icnmh 
gat opporiunitic, and fped hi^puipofe as followeth. It chanced 
idat the king upon M< d^U V^u kt furpojd t9 depart Joirtk 9f tko 
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cajldl w:s loug in his oralorie at his'praicrs, and iherc coutinued 
lill ii was laie ia ibe uig,lu. At the latt, corauung ioorib, be 
called fuch afore him nt bad faiihfullie feived bim in purfutt mnd 
Mpfu%€n^9% 9f tkt rebels^ and giving them hcartic thanks he brjlowtd 
Jundiie hor,onrahl( shifts aii:or!:;i them^ of ike wkich numhtr Douwald 
tvai one, at kt that kti kein evtr accounltd u aojt Jaitkjul Jtrvant to 
i&e kvi^, ' . 

At lengih, having talked with them a long time he got bim iato 
hif privie 'chamber, •»/» viM lv« kis ckMkitUiWs, who having 
brought liim to bed, came foprth againe, and then fell to bankei- 
liog with Donwald and his wife, who had prepared diverfe delicate 
(liihei, aud fundiic ioxn ol dtinks tor tUcu ica:e fuppcr or colLiioa, 
lirhereat ikty /mtt up Jo long^ till tktj kmd ckurgtd tiiir JoiMtks vnli 
fuck Jull gorges^ ihMt their heads were no fooncr got to the piUo«r« 
but afleepc ihej- were fo furt, ihit a roan might have rcniove<! ilic 
clumber over tbeis, foouer Ibaa to have awalccd them out oi thcii 
dranken fleepc. 

Then Donwald, though he abhorred the. aft ^eatlic in heart, 

yet through inAigation of his wife, he called fouie of his fervanta 
unto him, (^rhom he had m.ide piivie to bis wiikcd intent before, 
and framed to his purpufc with large giAt,] anti now declaring 
iinto ihcm, after what i'oit they Oiould wotkc the ic.;t, they gladlie 
obeyed his inttruAioni, and Tpcedilie goiitg about the murther^ 
tbcy enter the chamber in which the king laie, a little before cocks 
crow, where ihcy fecretlie cut liis ibrote as he lav fltepinw, without 
anie bulkling ai all: aud immediately by a poiicrnc gate ihcy car« 
lied foorth the dead bodie into the fields, and throwing it upon a . 
horfe there provided for itiat purpofe, they convey it onto a place 
about two miles diAant from the <aUeU. — 

Donwald, about the time llui the murthcr was in dooing, got 
bim amungil ihcm thai kept the waich, and lu coniiaucd to com- 
panie with tbem all the refidat of the uighi. But iu the morning- 
when the noife was raifed iu the kings chamber, how the king was 
flainc, hit bodie conveieil a.vaie, the bed all bcwialcd with - 
bloud, he with the xvattk tari Inithrr^ us thani^fi kr ha-l ktiotvn no* 
tking oj the matter t aud breaking into llie chautbcr, aud liuding 
cakes of bloud in the bed, and on the floore about the 'fides of it,- 
kt jotthinith fuu th* ckunPtr/mins^ as guiltk of thai heino.is mur- 
ther, and then like a mrtdman running to and fro, he lanljtkcd 
everie coioer wiiUio the caitell, as though, it had becnc to iuve 
feenc if he might have found either the bodie, or any of the mur* 
therers hid in anie privie place: but at lenKib comming to the 
pofterne gate, and hudmg it open, he burdened the' chaiuhcrlains^ 
vkom he had Jlume, wilk ali the- jault^ they having the Ucyes of 
the gates couuniucd to their kccpiug all the night, and therefore 
stcoald not be otherwife (faid he) but that ihcy^vcie of counfcH ift 
•ha commiitiog of that inoft detente jnurihcr* * 
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FSnatlie, fuch was his over-carneft diligenccin (he frvcre InquU 
fitlon und trial of the o-Heudcrs hccrcin, that fomc of the loiiis be- 
gan to miliiLe the matter, aud to itncU fuorih ihiewd tokens tli^t 
b« flioald not be aliogetbcr cle*re himfelfe. But lor fo much at 
they were iu that countrie where he had the whole rule« what by 
Tcafon of his friends and a\ilhoiiiic togeihcr, they doubted to utter 
wtiJl iticv tlioui^iu, till time and place lliould bcitcr fci\c liicrcunto, 
aud hcicupou got them awaie cvcrie man lu bis home." Malo.,£. 



Add, at the conduGoD of Mr. Malooc's note, p. 93.] I believe, 
however, a lioe has been loft after the words •^Aealthy pace.'* 

Our author did not, I imagine, mean to make the murderer a 
ravifher likewife. In the paiaUcl paflage ta 74« R»ft cj Luittcty 
they are diftiud perfous : 

While Lust and Mbroir wake, to Jain and kill. " 

Perhaps the line which I fuppofe to have been loft, was of this 
import : 

and wiihcr'd Mlrdlr, * 

Alarum'd by his fentiiiel, the uolf, 
Wliofe howl's his watch, thus with his' Healthy pace 
Enl/Ti ikt ptrtMli while nigkt'toaiing uv STy . 
With Tarquin's raviihiag fides, tOWXrdl his dcfign 
Moves like a ghoft. 
90f in tks SpaniJIi liogtijS * 

fi At midnight— 

II When man, and bird, and bead, arc all at rcfl, 
tt Save thofe that watch for rape and biodie murJrr," 
' There Is reafon to believe that many of the difficulties in Shak- 
fpcare's plays arife from Kncs and half lines having been omiiied, 

by the compbfitor's eye pafling faaOily over then;. Of this kind of 
negligence there is a rcniaikable inllancc in the prtlent I'tay, as 
priuicd iu the iofio, i632, where the tollowiilg pBll;;ge it thus 
•shibited ; 

It that we but teach 

II Bloody inlir idions, which, being taught, retom 
II To plague the ingrtdic9ce tj our poijon'd ikslice 
(I To our own lips." 
If this miftake had happened in the firft copy, and had been con' 

tinued in the fubfequeut impTefftun^, what diligence ^jr lagaciiy 

couhl have tcfloicd the pall.^'^c to Icnfe:* 

In the loho, i623, ii is right, except that the word ingreditntM 

Is there aUb tpif-fpelt t 

«• — -.which, being taught, return 
II To plague the inviv.tor. This tvtn-handid jujliee 
•I Lommendi the ingredicuce of our poiioa'd chaiicQ 
M J9 ova •mm lips. 
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So, the followiag rafTige in MucA ado aboul noikinf^ 

u And I wilt break with her snd wiM 4«r /«<l<rr, 

M Aii4 thou Jhttll kavt kiu Was't not to tiiis end,** Sec* 

is priMtcil ttius in the folio, fi6a3] bjT tbc compofitof's eye glanc* 

iu^ from one line to tlie other: , 

II And I bteak vith b«r. \Vas*i not to this end," kc. 
Again, we find in the play before u», edit. i638 a 

•I for their dear caufei 

<i Excite the moiiificd man.** 
iaaead of * 

n for their dear caafet 

' u Wtuld t» Iki hUeding mnd tkt grim §l»m 

«i Kxciic the rnortified man." 
Again, in Iki Winter's taU^ i6ia : 

«i — ^ in himfelf too mighty, 

M Ulitill a time najr ferve*** 
laftead of 

II in hinofelf too mighty, 

«t And in kis farttts, kis oilianct. Lit kin ht% 

Untill a time may ferte/' Malonb. 



Sec p. S« 4*] Aflcr the horronr and agit;iiion of this fcentf, 
"ihe reader may perhaps not be difplcriled to paufe lor a few minulet. 
'ibe confuoimaie art which Sbaklpcarc has difplayed iu the prcpa- 
ntion for the murder of Duncan, and doting the commiflion of the 
dreadful afi, cannot but ftrike every inielligent reader. An inge- 
nious writer, Iiowcver, wliofe comparative view of Macbeth and 
Kich.ird Hi. hat jiifi reached my bands, lias developed (nmc of the 
oiorc minute traits of the charader of Macbeth, particularly iu the 
prcfcnt and fnbfcquen^ fceoe, with fuch acuicncfs of obfervatioh, 
that I am tempted to tranfciibc fuch of hi* remaikt at telate to the 
lubjcft now before us, though I do not enlitdy a^rcc with him. 
After having proved by a deduction of many particulars, that ih« 
towering ambition of Richard it of a tery difftrcnt colour from 
that of Macbeth, whofc weaker dcfires feem ouly to aim at pre- 
eminence of place, not of dominion, l)e adds, nl'pon tbc fame 
j|>riuciple a diQindion fliU Uronger is made in the article of courage, 
though both arc poflcQcd of it even to an eminent degree i but >n 
Richard it is. intrepidity, and in Macbeth no more than refolution: 
in him it proceeds from exertion, not from nature i in entcrprize 
Ire betrays a dejjree of fear, thouuh he i* able, wlicn orc::(ioii le- 
<)uires, to iliilc and fubduc it. Whcu he and his wife uie coucctinig 
the murder, hit doubt, *«if we fliould fuil?** it a diflftculiy raifcd 
by an apprchcnG^a ; and as fooo as that is removed by the con- 
tfhnuuc of JLady Madicth| to fuahc the o&cert diuolk and lay the 
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crime upon tbcm, he runt with violence into die other cxtrtnt of 

COofidciicc, and cric.« out, with a rapture unufual 10 bim, 

*' — B'lim foitli iricn cliilf'r^n only,' Icc. 
*♦ Will il not be rccciv'U 

«« Whf n we have itfark'd with blood thole flecpy two 

Of hi> own chamber, and ut*d tbcir very daggert, 

'Ihai llicy have dune il?'" 
which qucdion he putt to licr who had the moroeot before (uggefted 
the thought of ** 

' Hit fpungy officen, who fliall bear the guilt 

Of our great quell." 
and his alkin^ it .liiain, pincceds from iliat cxtravac; ince with which 
a dclivciy Irom apprchcnhon ^tid doubt i& always accoiupanied. 
Then fummoning all bit fortitude he fayi« I am fettled.** &c. 
und proceeds lo the bloody buOiicfs without any further recoil. But 
a certain decree of lenicfinefs and anxiety ftill continues, fuch as is 
conQantly felt by a roaa not naturally very bold, worked up to a 
SDOtnentoni atchicvrment. Hit imagination dwells entirely on the 
circnmftancet of horrour which furrouud hiro ; the vifion of the 
dagger; the darknefs and the flillncfs of the ni^hl, and the terrors 
and the prayers of the ciiambcrlains. Lady Macbeth, who is rooL 
and undifmayed, attends to the buGnefs only ; confiders of the 
place where fhe bad laid the daggers ready) the impoffibilityof hit. 
miffing them ; and is afraid of nothing but a difappointment. She 
is earneft and eager { he it uneafy utd impatient; and therefore 
wiflies it over: 

*» I go, and it is done;" 8cc. 

But a refolution thus forced cauuot hold longer than the imme* 
diate oc^fion for it r the moment afker that ta accomplilhed for 
which it was neccflary, hit thoughts take the contrary turn, and 
be crics out in agonv and defpair. 

Wake Duncan with thy knocking! I would thou could'ft 
That courage which had fupported him white he was feilted eml 
hint up^ forfakes him fo immediately after he has pLrlomicd the 
itrriblt feai^ for which it had been exerted, thai he forgcis the 
favourite circumftance of laying it on the oiiiccrs of the bedcham* 
bar; and when reminded of it he refufcs to return and complete-hia 
wo^, acknowledging, 

I .Vm afraid to think what I have done} 
'* Look on't again I dare not." 

His diforder'd fcnfes deceive him; and his debilitated fpiritt 
fail him ; he owns that every noifc appals him he liftens when 
nothing fiin; bemlBakeitbe founds be does bear ; he is fo con* 
fllfeii at not to know whence the knocking proceeds. She, who 
it more catm, knows that it is from the fouih entry; (he gives clear 
and dired anfwcrt to all the incoherent queiiioot be aiks her; but 
bo xetnrni none to that wbicb ib* pn|i to bin $ and though aftec 
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fome titnCt and when occcffiiy again urges him to recoiled iiimrclf, 
Jic Tecovera fo far is to conceal bit diSrcfi, yet he AUt U not able to 
divcfl bia thoughts fioio it: all his aofwcn to the trivial queftiont 
of Lenox and Macduff are cvidcnilv given by a man ibiuking of 
fometliing tlfe ; and by taking a liotiuic from the fubjed ol ilia 
atleatioo, they become equivocal : 

Jf«ci. It the king ftirring, worthjr tbant? 

Macb. Not yet. 

Len. Goes the king hence to-day? 

Mud, He ^id appoint fo. ^ 

Ln. The night hat been unralyi wJitrt wc lay 

Oar chimoeyt were blown down { Ice. 

Mack. Twas a rough night. 
/iot )(t implies that he will by and by, and is a kind of guard 
ftgaioft any fufpicion of hit knowing that the king would sever fttr 
more. Hi Si mfpoint fo^ is the very counterpart of that which he 
had (aid to Lady Macbeth, vfbeir on hit firft meeting her £be miked 
liim, 

L»i) M. When goes he hence? 
Mar>. To-morrow, at he purpofct.** 
la both which aofwers he alludes to hit difappointing the king's 

intention. And when forced to make fome reply to the long de- 
fcription given by Lenox, be puts off the fubjed which the other 
wat To much inclined to dwell on, by a flight acqnieftence in what 
had been faid of the rooghnelt of the night; but not like a man 
who had been attentive to the account, or was willing to keep up 
the converf ition." Rtmarh on fomt of tkt CkmrrnQtrs oj. Skuk/fwi^ 
[by Mr. Whaleley | 8vo. 17S3. 

To thefe ingcnioat obfeivationt I entirely fobfcribe/ except that 
I think the wavering irrefoluiion and agitation of \facbfth after 
the murder ought not to be afcnbcd Joltlj to a rrmlffion of cournge, 
iiace much of it may be imputed 10 the rctnurfe which would anlc 
in a man who was of a good natmal difpofition, and it drfcribed 
at originally full of the milk of human kindaefs ; — not Without 
nmbition, h i' wMthoui the illiicft (houM atienJ it." Malone. 

Sec K-cmasks on Mr. Whateley's DiUcrtaiion, p. 26G <b /(fj, 
Xhcy lirft appeared in tht £ur»ftM Mitl^MiiMS for April, 1787. > 
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^ICiHG John. ] tit TroulUfome Rdgn of Kin/[ Join was 
written in two parts, by W. Sliakfpearc and W. Rowley, and 
printed iGii. l^iii tlic prefcnt pUy is euiiiclj d^Ucicat, and in- 

tuiicly fupciior lo il. PoPF. 

The edition of 1611 has do mention of Rowlejr, oor in the 
account of Row1ey*» works it anj meotion made of hit coHjunftioa 
with Shakfpcaic ia aoy play, i^i^g J"^"* ^^s reprinted in two 
pnrts in iGj2. Mic firft edition that I liuvc found of this play ia 
ii& ptcicni form, is that of i623, ia folio. The cditioo of 1^91 I 
have not fccn. Johnson. 

Dr. Johnfon miilakes when be fays there is no mention in 
Rowley t works of any conjunAion with Shakfpeare* Th Birth 0/ 
JAifiin i« nfcribed to them jointly \ thougli I cannot believe Sbak- 
fpcarc had any thing to do with it. Mr. CnpcU is equally mif- 
takcu when he fays l,Pref. p. i3.) that Rowley is caUcd his partner 
in the title-page of Tkt Merry Dtvil of Edmnlon, 

Xliere muft have been foota tiadidon, however erroncoos, upon 
wliich Mr Pope's account was founded. I make no doubt that 
Rowlev wrote t!ie Hift ^'''^ John; and when Shakfpeare's play 
was ciillcd for, and could not be procured from the players, a 
piratical bookfcller repiiatcd the old one, with W, SL in the dde« 
page* Fakmer.. 

The elder play of Kingjokn was firft publifhed ia t59r. Shak« 

fpeare has prcferved the grcaieft part of the condud of it, as well 
as fome of the lines. A few of thefe I have pointed out, and 
others I have omitted as uudcferving notice. The number of quo- 
latloDt from Horace, and finilar fcrapt of learning fcattered over 
this motley piece, afctrtain it to have been the woik of a fchoUr. 
It contains likcwifc a quantity of rhyrainp l aiifi, and ballad-metre; 
and in a fccue wheie the Ballard is reprefented as pluodering a 
nioaaflery« there trt ibokct of hmaonr, which fecm, from their 
particular turn, to have been moft evidently produced by another 
hand than that of our author. 

Of this hiilurical drama there is a fubfcqucnt edition in rfiir, 
primed for John Helme. whofe name appears before none of the 
genuine pieces of Shakfpcare. I admitted thia pla^ fome yean ago 
as our author*! own, among the twenty which I publifhed from the 
old editions; but a more careful pcrufal of it, and a further con- 
vidiou of his cuftom of borrowing plots, featimcnts, &c. difpofea 
aic to recede from that opinion. Stiivbns. 

A play eaUded Tki ifuhltftmt nignt oJ[ John Khg of England ^ 
in two parts, was printed in iSgt, without the writer's name* 
It was written, I believe, cither by Robert Greene, or George 
Peele i aod certainly preceded this of our amhor. Mr. Pope, who 
is very inaccorate in matters of this kind, fays that the former was 
printed in i€it, as wriucn by W* Sbakfpeare and W* KAvleyw 



But tbit is not true* lo the ftcndtAUion of this old plajr in t6ii, 
tbc letters W. Sk. were put into the tit!e-pa|C, to deceive (he pur. 

chafer, and lo lead him lo fuppoTc the piece was Stialtrpcarc's play, 
which at that lime was not pubU(hccl.~Sce a moic mmui^ccouiU 
of (hi» fraud in An Alimpt to sftirlmh tht titr 0/ Sk»kJ^»tf» 
Flaysy Vol. If. Our author's Klxg John was written,* 1 imafiDC, 
in 1^96. The reafons on which ihii'Opioioo is fouodcd, may be 
found in that Effiv. Malone. 

Though this play have the title of Tht L f' n^J Death of Ktn^ 
John, yet the adion of ii begins at the ihuty-fourih year of his 
life; and takes in only fome tranfaAioos of bis reign to the Ufllo- 
of his demife, being an interval of about fcvenucn years. 

^ * Thbobald. 

Hall, Holinrhed, Slowe, tec. sre dofely followed not only in 
the couduit, but fomeiimcs in the very cxprcflions throughout the 
following biUorical dramas ; viz. Mmcbilk^ this play, Michard II. 
Htvj IV. two parts, Htnjj V. Htnry VI. three parts, Rkkard ///. 
and Htnrj VI II. 

»* A hookc called Tht Hijorie of Lord faulcovhridge,- bajari 
Son to Richard Corddion," was cnterci at Slationeis' Hall, Nov. 39, 
1614; but I have never met with it, and therefore know not 
whether it was the old black let*er biftory, or a play on the fame 
fubjeS. For the original K. John, fee Six old Plays on whici 
Sk»kffiMU Jtwdtd^ fcc. publiflied by S. Lcacroft, Gbariug-Crofs. 

Stelvens. 

The hyjtorie of Lord Inulconiridge^ 8cc. is a profe narrative, in 
bl. I. The cariicft edition that I have feea of it, was printed in 
1616. ^ 

A book entitled ^* Richard Car de Lion,** was entcrefl on the 
Stationers* Books in i558. 

A play called The Funeral oj Richard Lordtlitny was written by 
Robert Wilfoo, Henry Chettle, Anthony Mundy, and MicbaM 
Drayton, and Hrft exhibited in the year 1598. See fkt * ttifitfU^ 
dfcouHt §/ Ut £»giyh Stsgt, Vol. III. Malomb. 



Persons reprcfcntedf 

King John : 

Prince Henry.^Aw Jon ; afterwards King Henry HI. 
Artbor. Duke of Brctagne,/o« /)/GefFrey, laU Duke 
o/Btctagnc, the elder brother of Aj/*(^J6bn. 

William Marcfhall, Earl £>/ Pembroke. 

GelFrey Fiiz- Peter, Earl 0/ ElTcx, ChicJ Jujluiarj 

of England. 
William Longfword, Earl of Salilbiury. * 
Robert Bigot. Earl o/Norfolk. 
Hubert de Burgh, Chamberlain to the Kins:. 
Koberc Fauiconbndge,/<)fi of Sir Robert Faulcon- 

bridge: • 
Philip Faulconbridge. hii half brother ; bafiard fon 

to K. KxchaxA the Firjl. 
James Gurney, fervant to Lady Faulconbridge.. 
Peter oj Pt)mrrct, a Prophet, 
Philip, King 0/ I'rancc. 
Lewis, the Dauphin. 
Arcli-duke oJ Auflria. ^ 
Cardioal Pandulpho, the Popes Legate* 
Me'uij, a hench Lord. 

Chatiilon, Amhnjfador from France to iC/»gJohn.« 
Elinor, the widow of King Henry IL and mother of 

King John, 
Conftance, motfier to Arthur. 

Blanch, daue^hter to Alphonfo King of Caflile, and 

ntfcf to A'/'yif John. 
ladj/ Kauicor.biifigc, tnolhcrto the bajlard,and Robert 

Fauiconbridiie. 
Lords, Ladies, Cntinis of Anglers, Sh^rijl, Hrralds^ 

Ofjirrrs, Soldiirs, MeJfeTj^ers, and other Attendants, 
SC£J\f£, Jometimes in England, and fometimes in 

France. 

* — — ^a/ijliir/.] Son to King Henry IL by RoCamond Cliffbrci. 
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ACT I. SC5NEI. 

Northampton- A Room of State in the Balace^ 

f liter King ]oHS, Queen EtmoRy Pembrpke, Es-» 
SEX, Salisbury, and Others^ with Chatillon. 

IC.Jqhn. Now, fay, CUatillon, what would France 

with us ? 

Chat. Thus, after greeting, fpeaks the idng of 
France, 

In my behaviour, * to the majefty, 
•TThe borrowed majefty of £ngland here. 

£li« a ilrange beginning borrowed majefty \ , 
K.John. Siloice, goodmotber; hear the embafTyv 

* /• «9 MMMKf,] The word Mtatiow recoil berc.t* have a 

ipgoiBcatioo that I have ntf^ found in anjr other author. Tkt 
ting of France, fays the envoy, thus /peaks in my behaviour to tke 
^*J*Jf Pj EngUndi that is, the King of France fpeakt in the 
tkar^Oir which I heie aflame. I once thought that thde two lines, 
fit my tehaviour, &c. had been uttered by the ambaflador at part of 
his mafter's mefl.ige, and that bekaviovr hmd n.cant the conduil o^ 
the King of France towards the King of England ; but the am- 
baffador's fpeech, as continued after ibc iatetroptioo, will not 
adoBi^ this meaning. Jobhson. 

Ju mf htkfioinr neaoi, io the maiinef tb^t / iifw df. ' ' 
. ' ' M. MASOM. 

/« wf Mtmtar faeaat, I think, in tlie wordt and adion that I 
. am oowr going to ufe. So« In the fifth ad of thi» plajr* the Ballar^ 
^]ff to the French king, 

Now bear our Englifh king, 

•• For Ibui hii ro/ali/ doth Ipealt h «#.** MALOMt; 

V 4 



996 K I N G J O H 

Chat. Philip of France, in right and tme behalf 
Of thy deceafed brother Geffrey s foo, 
Arthur Piantagenet« lays mod lawful claim 
To this h'\T ifland. and the territories ; 
To Irciand, Poi^liers, Anjon. ronraine, Maine: 
DefiiinG: thee to lav aiidc tiic fword. 
Which fways uiurpingly ihele fcvcral titles ; 
And put the fame into young Arthur's hand, 
Thy nephew, and right royal fovereign. 

. K. JoflN. What follows, if we difallow of this ? 

Chat. The proud control ' of fierce and bloody 

war. 

To enforce thefc rights fo forcibly with-held. 

K. John. Here have we war for war, and blood 
for blood. 

Controln^ent for concrolinent : fo anfwer France. ^ 

- * ..-.mfri/-^ ] Opf$Jiticu, from etnirolUr. JoBNSOM. 

I think it rather meant tttn/trminl or compuljion. So, In the fecond 
ad of Knii! Hft f) 1'. u'licii Kxctcr dcm.mds of the King of France 
the funcudrr of his crown, aail the king aorwen~** Or clfc what 
follows?'* £xeier rcnlics : 

Bloodf C9*jlfmi f for if you hide the crown 
Even in youi hearts, ihcrt mil he rake for it.** 
The pafTdgcs are cxadly liaiilar. . M. Mason. 

* H'Tt have ur'va^ for war^ Ard hlgod Jot blood, 

Conirolmtnt for (ontrelmrni ; &:c. ] King John's reception of 
Chatillou not a little iciVmbles that uhicti AnJrca meets with from 
the King of Portugal in the fit ft part of Jtronin^^ tec. i€o3: 

A'iJ. Thou (halt pay nihuic, Portugal, with blood. 
Hal, Trihutf for trihule then ; and Jon for Jots, 
«• And. — I bid )ou fuddcn wars." STFtVKNS. 

Jtmimo wa& exhibited on the ftage before the ycat. iSqo. 

Ma LONE, 

From the following paflage in Barnabie Gonge't Cupido c«n- 
qutrtd^ (dedlMted with hit other Poems, in May, i563, and 
primed in i 'iG <, ) j^roqim* appcart to hm bccB irtiuea carlicy 
thao the earlieA of tbefe datei: > 
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Chat. Then take my king's defiance from my 

mouth. ' 

The furihcfl limit of my cmbafTy. 

K. John Bear mine tu him, and fo depart in 
peace: 

Be thou as lightning in the eyes of France; 
For ere thou canfl report 1 will be there, 
^1 he thunder of my cannon (hail be heard.: 

** Murk hjm that (howes Trmgiim^ 
Thyoe owne famylyar frcnde, 
^ ** By whom v* Spaniard's hawtj JljU 

In Lnglith verfe is pende." 
B. Googc had already founded the praifei of Phacr and Gaf* 
CoiKne, ||ad la here dcfcamine on the meriU of Kyd. 

It »ij not impofTiblc ( thouuh Ferrrx and Pi^rrfx was aQcd in 
i56i] thit H Iff onjmo naigiit have been the hrA fcgular tcagcdy that 
appeared in an Englifli drefs. 

'Itaay aUo be remarked, that D. Googe, iir the foregoing Uocs, 
fecms to fpeak of a iragedf in £ag/tyft verfo,** at a novelty. 

Steevens. 

' Be thcu at lightning — ] The fimile does not fuit wcU : the 
lightning indeed .nppeari before the thunder it heard, but the 
lightning is deSruftivc and the thondcr innocent. JOHiifaN. 

The aUufion may notwiibftandiog be very proper fo far as 

Shakfpcare had applied it, i. c. mcrclv to the futftnf/s of the 
ligklningy and its f uctdivg and fcrrifUtn;^ tlic thunder. But there 
is fome realon to believe that thunder was not thought to be inno- 
€tMt in onr aothor*s time, at we elfewhere learn from'^himfelf. See 
King Ltar^ AA III. fc. ii. Antony snd Cleopatra, Ad if. fc. v. 
Jutiuf dr/afy A& I. fc. iii. and ftill more dccifivclv in Meafure for 
MraJuTi^ Ad U. fc. ii. This old fuperUiiioa it ilill prevalent in 
many parts of the conntcy. RtTtoN. 

King John doet not allude to the deftroflive powert either of 
thnnder or lightning; he only mran!i to fay, that Chatillon (ball 
appear to the eves ot the French like lightning, which Ihows that 
thunder it appioaching : and the thunder he alludes to is that of 
hit eaaaan. johnfon alfo forgets, that though philofophically 
f peaking, the defkniAive power it in the lightning, it bat gcncially 
in poetry been nttTiliuted to the thunder. So, Lear fayt : 
" Vou fulpliurous niul thou^iii cxcciitim. fires, 
Vaunt-couriers to oak-clcaviug ihundctboUs, 
sc Singe mj(^ white head V* M. Maion« 
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So,« hence! Betbou the trumpetof our wrath. 
And full en prefage ^ of your own decay*— • 
An honourable condo£l let htm have $t-* 
Pembroke,, look to^t : harewelK Chatillon. 

[/i.vrj/;*/ Chat n 1 ON a)i,'i Pembrokf. 

Eli. What n(nv, my ion ? have 1 not ever faid, 
How that atnbitious Comtance would not ceafc, 
1 ill fhe had kindled Fiance, and all the woild, 
Upon the right and party ot herfon? 
This might have been prevented, and made whole, 
With very eafy arguments of love; 
Which now the manage ' of two kingdoms muft 
With fearful bloody iflue arbiirate. 

K. John. Oor ftrong poffeffion, and our right, 
for us. 

Eu. ,Yoiir flron? poITeflioD, ^inuch more thaq 
your riglu ; 
Or clfc it mufl go wrong with von, and me : 
So much ray conftience whilpers in your car; 
Which none but heaven, and you, andl fhaii hear* 

' rullen ^tfn^t^] Bf the epithet fullen^ which cannot bt 

applied to a trumpet, it is plain that oar author's ima^tnatioD had 
now fuggcilcd a new idea, it is as if he had fatd, be a trumptt tp 
alarm with our invabon, be a tird o( Ul omen to croak out the 
pro|noftick of your own tnin. Johmiom. 

I do not fee whv the epithet fultm maj not be appli/d tp « 
irvmptt, with at much propriety at to a hlU la our author*a 
^inry IV. P. II. we find 

" Sounds ever alter as a/ji//rn /r// — Mai.one. 

Tlial here are two )dcas, it evident; but the fccond of them bai 
not been luckily explained. /v'/'r prrjage oj yenr tvfn dt^^ 
means, tkt dijmal p^itg ^tUf tk^t aaaemcM yeiir eo« mppnttiimg 
diffilnliom. Stfevfns. 

* thf in«a«^«r-l i* e« condud, adminiftratioo. So» la 

Ruk^td II : 

^ — .....^ for the rebeli 

Eapedient mtmsgi muA bft loftde, mj li^gc.'* 
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Enter the ShcriiF of NonhamptonQiire» who wkij" 

ptrs £s3CX.' I 

Essex. My licge, here U the ftrangefl contror 

verfy, 

Come frnm the country to be judg'd by you, 
1 hat e'er I heard: Shall I produce, ihe men? 

K.John. Let them approach. — [ Sheriff 
Our abl^ics,- .and our pripfies, ihail pay 

Rt-enlcr Sheriff, with Robert Fau|.conbrtdgi« 
ani^ Philip, his bajlard ^rothtr.^ 

. Th|s expedition's charge.~What men are you? 

• inter ikt Jhtrif oj Xorthampton/Jiirt, kc. ] This flage dircdioii 
I have uken from the old quarto. Steevens. 

• and Philip, kis hajiard irolker. 1 Tbpugh Shakfpcare adopt- 
ed thi» cbaraQer of Philip Faukonbridge from the old pUy, it is 
not improper to mcMioo that it la cooipoandcd of two difttiiA 

perfon,ijJcs. 

Matthetv r«rit{ays: — '» Sub illius tcttipoiis curriculo, Faicnfius 
dr Brtntt^ Nenfterieufis, k fpurins e\ pane matris, ati^ue Baftardui, 
qui in vili jumento manticaiQ ad Refit paulo aute cUcatdam 
defect df rat," kc. 

Maithcw Pa^is, in hij Hi/lory nf thf Monks of S'. Mtl-am^ calls him 
JFslco^ but in his Geneml Hjjlory^ tatcajius dt liienl'^ ns above. 

HoUnfhcd fays, That Richard I. had a oAural foa oamed 
Philip, who In t!ie year following killed the yifcouot De Umogca 
to revenge' the dcaib of hii father." STicvEHf. 

Perhaps the following pafTage In die Continuation of Harding's 

Chronicle, 043, fol. 74, b. ad anil. 1472, induced the author of 
the old play 10 aiBx the name of h aulionlifidj^t to Kinji Richard's 
natural fon, who is only mentioned in our hiftoric* by the name. 

of Philip: one Fe«/cMln4|r, therle of Kent, bit t»J»rHt^- 

a ftoute-hartcd roan." 

Who the mothct of Philip was, is not afcertained. It i» faid 
that (he was a lady of PoidQU, and that I^i9g Richard beftowcd 
upon her fon a lordfliip in tbac province 
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Bast. Your faithful. fubje^l I, a gentleman. 
Born in Nonhamptonihire ; and eldclt fon, 
^8 I fuppofe, to Robert Faulconbridge ; 
A foldier, .by th'e honour-giving hand 
Of Cceur^de-lian knighted in the field. 

K. John. What art thon? 

Rob. The Ion and heir tu that Tame Faulcon- 
bridge. 

K. John. Is that the elder, and art thou the heir? 
,You came not ot one mother tlicn, it fcems. 

Bast. Moll certain of one mother, mij^hty king. 
That is well known; and, as I think, one father: 
But, for the certain iuiowiedge of that truth, 
I put you o>r to heaven, and to my mother; 
Of that I doubt, as aU men's children may. * 

£li. Out on thee, mde man ! thou doft fbame 
thy mother, 
And wound her honour wiili this diffidence. 

Bast. 1, madam? no, 1 have no reafon For it; 
Tiiat is my brother's plea, and none of mine; 
The which if he can prove, 'a pops me out 

In expanding the chamber of t'ic BaRard, Shakfpcarc fcems t9 
have proceeded on the following iligljt hint in the original play : 
** Next them, a baAard of the king f deceas'd, 
A ksTdit wiid-'h^iy rMf I, ««i vtntnrtut, ** Malonb. 

* BhI, f»r ike ttfUin kn9mletlgt oj ik^i trmlk^ 
I pvl you o'er to ktavtn^ and ti my m$tkir; 

Of that 1 doubt, as all men's children vtiy. ] The rcfcrablancc 
between this fcniiinent, and that of Teleraachus in the fuft Book, 
of the Od)J[ej, ii apparent. Tbe pafTage is thus trauiiatcd by 
CbapibaB ; 

Nff mother, certaia9« faycs I am his ronii«s 
** I know not; nor wns ever fimply knowne, 
By any child, the fure truth of hi» Ort. " 
Mr. Pope has obfervcd Uiat the like fenlimentift foiiod to Euripides^ 
Minender, and Arijlotlt, Sbakrpe»re cspfcflei the fame' doubt ia 
fcveral of hu other pl'ayi. STSEVSna. 
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At lead from fair hvc hundred pound a year: 
Heaven guard my moihcr's honour, and my land! 

K. John. A good blunt fellow : — Why, being 
younger born, 
Dotb he lay claim, to thine inheritance? 

Bast. I know not why, except to get the land. 
But once he flaoder'd me with badardy: 
But whe'r ^ 1 be as' true begot, or no. 
That dill I lay upon my mother's head; 
But, that I am as well begot, niy liege, 
(Fair fall the bones that took the pains for me !) 
Compare our faces, and be judge yourfelf. 
If old fir Robert did beget us both, 
And were our father, and this fon like him;— 

0 old fir Robert, father, on my knee 

1 give heaven thanks, 1 was not like to thee* 

K. John. Why, what a madcap hath heaven lent 
us here! 

Eli. He hath a tiick of GGeor>de«lioti!8 face/ 

' Bnt «lie*r— ] Wkir for- wi#llrr. So, in ri« C$mdf •/ 

•* Good (ir, fay whir you'll anfwer me, or no. " 
^ STEBVllfS. 
4 Hi Uik m trick •/ Cmwr-ii^Hon^s fact^ ] The iritk^ or Hcking, 
is the Cainc as the tracing of a drawing, roeaoing that peculiarity 
of face which may be fufiiciently fliown by the flightcft outline. 
This exprc(Loa is afed by Heywood aad Rowley iu their comedy 
called FtftMi iy Land m4 Sms Her face, tkt trick oj ktr tje, 
her leer.** The followlag paflage io Ben Jonfon'g Evtrf Mm #■/ 
0f Am Humour^ proves the phrafe to be horrowed from dlUnoilion: 

You can blazon the rcfl, Signior? > 

** O ay, i have it in writing here o purpofe; it coft mc two 
fliillingi the Mtking,** So again; in CyalliV« Rmbz 

the parKh-bnckeis with hit name at length iriitd Upon 

Acm. " Steevens. 

By a /fici, in this place, is meant fome peculiarity of look or 
motion. So, Helen, in All's vtU tkat tnds wtll^ fayi, fjpcakiog of 

Bcmans 
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The accent of his tongue affeAeth him: 
Do you not read fome tokens of my fon 

In the Iar{xe cbmpofition of (his man? 

K. John. Mine eye hath well examined his parts, 

And Hnds ihem perltcSl Richard.- Sirtah, Ipeak, 

What doth move you to claim your brother's land? 

Bast. Becaufe he hath a hall-face, like my father; 
With chat half-face^ would he have all my laud: 
A half- faced groat five hundred pound a year) 

** *Twas preity, thongh a plague, 

To fee him every hour; to fit aod Uraw 
His arcUed brows, &c. 
In oar hean*t table ; heart too capable 
or every Itoe aod irick of bit fweet fiivoilr.** 
And Glofler, in K. Lear fays. 

The trick of that voice 1 do well remember." M. Mason, 

Our author often ufes tbii phrafc, and generally in the fciifc of 
a peculiar aii or caft of countcnaucc or feature. So, in K. Henry IV, 
Part 1 1 That thou art ny fon, 1 hate partly ^y mother** word, 
partly ny own opinion; but chiefly a. vill^nont iriti of thiot 
eye,-.—. ** Malone. 

< Wiii iUt half-face—] The old" copv — with 4a//" //Id/ face. 
But why with that face? There is no queftion but the poet 

%vrote, as I have leftored the text: Witi th»t half4acc , 

Mr. Pope, perhaps, will b^ angry with ne for difcovering an 
anachroolfm of our poet's in the next line, where he alludes to 
a coin not llruck till the year i')04, in the reign of King Hcnrv 
VII. viz. a eroat, which, as well as the half groat, bore but half 
fiicca imprciTed. Vide S/e»^*j Sunty §f London, p. 47. HoUnJhi^ 
CmmMs iKM|«t««, Sec. The poet fneen at the meafre- Qiarp 
\'ifage of the elder brother, by comparing him to a filver groat, 
that bore the Kinc'i face in piofilc, fo fliowcd but half the 
face : the groats of all our kiugs of Luglaad, and indeed ali 
their other xoiot of filver, one or two only excepted, had a full* 
,face crowned; till Henry VII. at tfie time above mentioned, 
coined groats and balf-tiroats, a« alfo fome fliillin^s, with half 
faces, i. t. faces in prohlc, as all our coin has now. The hrll 
groats of King Henry Vlti. Were like thofe of his father ; though 
afterwards hiT returned to the^JbYoad facei a^ain. Thefe groatt,* 
wiih the iroprefCon in profile, are undoubtedly here alluded to: 
though, as' I faid, ihe poet is knowingly guilty of an atiachronifm 
io it; foe ia tiic lime of Lin^ John ibcie were no ^04ts at aiij 
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Rob. My gracious liege, wbeo that my father livM, 
Your brother did employ my father much 
* Bast. Well, frr, by this you cannot get ray land; 
Your talc mud be, how he employed my mother. 

Rob. And once defpatch'd him in an embaliy 
To Germany, there, with the emperor, 
To treat of high afiairs touching that time : 
The advantage of his abience took the king. 
And in the mean time fojournM at my father^s; 
Where how he did prevail, 1 fliame to fpeak: 
But truth is truth ; large lengths ot feas aod ihores 
Between my father and my mother lay, 
(As 1 have heard my father fpeak bimfelf,) 
When this fame lufly gentlemen was got. ^ 
Upon his death -bed he by will bequeathed 
His lands to mc ; and took it, on liis death,' 
That this, my mother's Ion, was none of his; 
And, if he were, he came into the world 
Full fourteen weeks before the courle of time* 
Then, good my liege, let me have what is mine. 
My lather's land, as was my father's will. 

K. JoHM. Sirrah, your brother is legitimate; 
Your fatherV wife did after wedlock^ bear him: 
And, if flie did play falfe, the fault was hers; 
Which fault lies on the hazards of all-hufhands 
That marry wives. Fell mc, how if my brother, 
Who, as you fav, took pains to jret this fon, 

they being fitfl:, as far 3^ appcart, coined io .the reiga of K^ng 
Edward 111. Tkeobald. 

' Th« fame conteinptooos allufion occuri ia Tkt Dwnfall oj Rottri 
EmtI pf Huntingtgn^ 1601: 

You half-faCd grpai^ you thick»chcck.*d cbi(ty-face» " 
Again, ia Hifiriomajiix^ 10 10: 

" Wbiia I heboid yon ktlf'fMc'd minion." STiBVtNS. 
* — ..■•took it, 9» kis deatk^l i. e. tuteruiocd it «> bit fixtil 
•pioiOD, vrhea he was dying. So, ia Ummlti: 
»* thii, I taki I/, 

** U ibe niaiu moiive of out prcputauons.'* Steivim^. 
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Had of your father claimed this fon for his ? 

In footh, good friend, your father might have kept 

This calf bred from his cow, from all the world : 

In footh, he might: then, if he were my brother's, 
..My brother might not claim liim; nor your father, 
Being none of his, rclule him : Tliis concludes,^—. 
^Iv mother's fon did get your father's heir; 
"Your father's heir mull have your father's land. 

Rob. Shall then my father's will be of no force* 
To difpoifcfs that child which is not his? 

Bast/ Of no more force to.difpoflefs me, fir. 
Than was his will to get me, as I think. 
* Eli. Whetherhad^ thou rather,— be a Faulcon* 
bridge. 

And like thy brother, to enjoy thy land; 

Or the reputed fon of Ccrur-de-lion , 
Lord ol thy i)rc(cnce, antl no land befide?* 

Bast. Madam, an if my brother had my fliape* 
And 1 had his, iir Robert his, like him;' 

* Jkis cPBcludtSy] This is a dtdjive arguntMl, As your father* 
if fie liked hira, could not have been forced torcfign him, fo not 

liking him, he is not at liberty to Tc']eci him. Johnson. 

* Lord of thv prffftifc. avd no Ian ! If ^df ? ^ Lord of thy prtfenct 
tneans, mafttr of lliat dignity and giaudcur of appearance that 

,in»y fuflicienily diftiogui(h thee from the vulgar, without the help 
of fortune. 

Loid of his puf'nre apparently fignifics, grt»t in Iti «um ptrfon^ 
and it lifed in this fcofc by Kiogjobn in one of the foUowing fcencs. 

Johnson. 

7 M J Ud ill, jCr Roktri Ut, /iir Mm ] Thit ti obfcttTc and* 
ill cxprcfled. The meaning U^IJ I Ud kb Jhtpi^ Jir MoiifVs~^ 

OJ kf has. 

'Sir Robert iii, for Sir Roiert'i^ is agreeable to the pradicc of 
that tiine, when the *s added to the nomiaative was believed, I 
think erroneoufly,'to be.a contradion of Us, So, Donne s 

»♦ Who now lives to age, 

Fii to be call d Meihufalem iii page?" JoUMftOtU 
This ougtit to be piiiucd: 
Sir Jtflirl to, like lum. 
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And if my legs were two fuch riding-rods, 
My arms fuch celfkiiis ftufF'd ; my face lo thin. 
That in mine ear I clurfl not Hick a rofe, 
Leil men iliouid lay, Look» where three-£ar things 
goes ! ^ 

Hts aceortling to a miftakcn notion formerly received, being the 
Ijgo of the geuuivc cafe. As the text before Hood tUexc was a 
dOttblc geuiiivcl. MALOMI. * 
- • — — «; /ac« /• Uin^, 

Thai in mine car / Jurjl not Jick « rofe, 

Lejt men Jhould Jaj^ Looi^ where three-fartlnngi goesl'j In this 
very obfcure paflagc our poet is anlicipaiing the date of another 
coins homoroofly to rally a thin face, eclipfed, as it were, by a 
loU blown u/i, Vft muh obferve, to explain this allufion, that 
Queen tlizabetli was the firft, and indeed the only prince, who 
coined in England tlirce-liair-pence, and thrce-farthisg pieces. She 
coined (hilUn^s, lix*pcuct&, groats, tbtee>peoces, two-peoccs, three* 
balf'peace, pence, ihice-fiinhingt, and balf-penca. And thdb 
pieces all had ber head, and Were alttrnataly witb the fd/r behind* 
aod without the r»fe» Theobald. 

Mr. Theobald has not mentioned a material circumdance rela- 
tive to thefc ihrce>farthiog pieces, on wiiich the piopricty of the 
allofion in fome' meafnre depends ; via. that they were made of 
filver, and confequently extremely thin. From their thinners they 
"weic very liable to be cracked. Hence Ben Jonfon, in his Every 
Man in his humour^ tays, *\ He values me at a craci'd tkru» 
Jarikirngs,** Malomc. 

So, in Tkt Sk9mal:er*t H^lili&f^ See* 1610 s 

♦* Here's a Ihrtt-pmnj piece for ihy tidings." 

**■ Firk, 'Tis but threc-half-pence I think: yes, *tii tbrec-pcnces 

I fmcll the roje." SxtLxiMi. 

The fticking lojts about them was iheo all the court-fufbion, as 
appears from this paflage of tbe C9nftffi»n CaihUfm in S* dt Sn^^ 
L. II. c. i: Je luy ay appns a mettre des rofei par t§us /f«-ceiM«*' 
i. e. in every place ab0ut kim, fays the fpeaker, of one tO whom bt 

bad taught all the coun-fa(hious. Warburton. 

The Tofei Auck in the ear, were, I believe, only ro/es compofed 
of ribbands. In Marfton's VVk«t ycu wt'//, is die following p'flage : 

•s Dupauo the elder brother, the fooL, he tlMt bonght the hall* 
penny fibhar.il^ wearing it in his ear/' &c. 

Again, in £v*r^ Man out of his Humour: — —This ribband 
in my <ar, or fo. " Again, lu Lovt and Honour^ by Sir 
D'Avenant, 1649: ' 

Vol. XI. X' 
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And, to his lhapc, were heir to all this land»^ 
^ould 4 might never ftir from off this place, 

rd give it every foot tu have this face ; 
1 would not be fir Nob in any cafe.* 

£lI. I like thee well; Wile thou forfaka ihy 

fortune, 

Beqaeath thy land to him, and follow me? 
I am a foldier, and now bound to France. 
Bast* Brother, take you my land, take my 
chance : 

A lock oa the left fide, fo nrctf busg 

«* With til banding," Sec. 

1 think 1 remembrr, among Vandyck's pi^^urcs in ihe Duke of 
Quetolbuijr's colleaioa at Ambiolbury, to have fcca one, witti 
the lock ncmft tbe ear oroaneoicd with ribbands wbicb termU 
sate ia t»ft»f and Burton, in hit Anatomy of Melmnckoly^ 
*• that it was once the radiion to flick real fiautn in the etr. " 

At twitiUng, in Cambridgeihire, the iDagoillccnt rchdencc of 
the firft Lord North, there ii a juvenile portraii ( fuppofed to be of 
Queen Elizabeth) with a red rd/r lUcking ia ktr tar, $T£ivtNt. 

Marflon in bis Salires, iSgS, alludes to this fa(bionat fanlafiictW 
RibhanJtd tardy Grenada nelhtr. flocks. " 
Aod from the epigrams of Sir John Davies, prilled at Middle* 
buTjch, about 1598, it appears tnal fooie neA of gallantry in out 
author** lime fuffcrcd their ears to be bored, and worc their 
miflref^'s filken (hoe*ftring<; in them. Malone. 

* And^ to kii Jhapt^ were ktir to all Ikit Und^j There it no aoaa 
to which vttTi can bctoog, unlcff the perfooat pronoun in the line 
laft but one be onderflood here. I fufpcd that our author wrote 

And though kis Jhnpt wne ktir to alt this land, — 
Thus the fcntence proceeds in one uniform tcnour. Madam, an if 
my brotktr kad my Jltape^ and I kad kis — and if my Itgi v/trt^ &c. — 
and thotigh kit Jhapt mm knt^ Sec. / voh^ Malonb. 

The old reading it the true one. t§ his (hape** means in ai* 
ditiin to it. So, in Troilus and Creffida^ 

** The Greekt are Arong, aud Ikilful to their flrengtb,' \ 
" Fierce le their (kill, and t9 their fiercencfk valiant. ** 

ST£ EVENS. 

* I wo'.d.i n!^l he fir Nob — ] Sir A'o^ it ufed contemptuoufly for 
Sir Roben. The old copy re ids — // w(^uld not be — . The cor- 
redioa vfat made hv the editor of the fecond folio. 1 aiu not 
liiro that it is aeceflary. Malomb* 
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Your face bath got iive hundred pounds a year; 
Yet fell your Face for fivepence. and 'tis d^ar.— 
Madam, Til follow you unto the death.^ 

Eli. Nay, I would have you go. before me thi- 
thcr. 

Bast. Our country manners give our betters way, 
K»JOHN* What is thy name ? « / 

Bast. Philip^ my liege; fo is my'oanie begun ; 
i'hilip, good old Gr Robertas wife's eldeft fon. 

K. John. From henceforth bear his name whofe 
form thou bcar'ft : 
Kneel then down Philip, but arife more great; * 
Arife ilr Richard, and Plantagenet.^ 

Bast. Brother by the mothefs fide, give me 
your hand; 

^!^y father gave me honour, yours gave land * 
Now blefifed 6e the hour, by night or day^ 
When 1 was got, hr Robert was away. 

* u$tt§ Ilr iftk.] Tbil exprcffion (a GallUifm, — i U mrt\ 

U tomtaon amoog our aocient writer*. Stcivim. 

* !«/ art/f nort ifrtai t] The old copy reid* onljr— ft/>. 

Mf. ^f^Ioue conceive) this to be the true readiug, and that m»Ti 
is here ufed as a diiTyllable. " I do not fuppreft thU Opiaioo, 

though I cannot concur in it. Steevens. 

* Arife fir Richard^ and Plant.igencl. ] It is a common opinion, 
that flania^tmt was the furnamc o( the royal houre of England, 
from the time of King Hearjr II. ; boi it ii^ m Camden obfervct 
in hit JlnMiaci, 1614, a popular nifiake. Planta^enct not a 
family name, but a nick-name, by which a grandfon of CJcffiey, 
the firit Lari of Aujou was diflinguiilicdf from his wearing a ^rtfon. 
jfa/i in bis bonnet. Bat this name wat never borne either by the 
firft Earl of Anjou, or by King Henry If. the Ton of that Earl by 
the Emprefs Maude ; he being aiways celled Henry Tili-Kmptrfs ; 
his fon, Riflinrd f rur dt'lion, and iiic prince vvbo is exhibited ia 
the pla/ bcfprc u», Joiio/iM-'<<rrr, ar lack-land, Malomi. » 



KING JOHN. 



Eli. The very fpirit of Plan tagcnct!—* 
I am thy grandamc, Richard; call me fo. 

Bast. Madam, by chance, but not by truth: 
What though?' 
Something about, a little from the right, * , 

In at the window, or clfe o'er the hatch : • 
Who dares not ftir by day, muft walk by night; 

And have is have, however men do catch : 
Near or far off, well won is ftill well ihot;. 
And 1 ami, however 1 wa& begot. 

9 M«tfMi, ^ eUnet, hut ntl by truth: WAmI thvgi f] I am 
your graadfoa, madam, .by chance, but aot by 4mjf> ; — what 
tknf Johnson, 

* Somttking abouty « littii Jrm tk< rigkt^ 8cc.j ThU fpcccb, 
conpofed of allnfive and provcii»ial fcnteDcet, U oblcan. / ««, 
Ifya Uie fpritely kfiigbt, y«icf grind/on^ a little imguUrlf, but 
every man cannot get what he wifhes the legal way. He tint 
dares nol go about his deligns by day^ muft m*kt kis motions in the 
nigkii i<, to whom the door is fliut, muft climb tke mimitw^ or 
leap Ai i»l€k. Thit, however, flull aot depr^. ne; for the 
world never enquires how any man got what he is known to pof- 
fcfs, but allows that io kovt is to kavt^ however it was caugkty and 
th»t he viko mnst Jkot welly whatever was his (kill, whether the 
arrow feUarer the mark, or/«r0^ it. Jommson. v * 

* Ja a/ tkt window^ kc. J Thefe expreffions mean, to be ^frs 
acf ffwihck. So, la tk* Family oj Love, 1608 : 

Woe worth the time that 'ever I gave fuck to a chUd that 

ceiarai at the xtindow r 

So,- in Northward Hot, by Decker and Wcbfter, 1607 • 
^* kindred that comes in o'tr tkt katck. and failing to 

IWeamlafter,'* luu 

Such another phrafe occurs in Any TUug ftr m fuut Lift; 

** then you keep cbildren in the name of your own, which 

Ibc fu^fpedi camt not in at tkt right daor." Again, in Tit Witches 
9fLMU€aflurt^ by Hey wood aad Broome, iGS^; ^» It appears 
'thca by your dilcourre that you raasr i» mt tit wjaiew.**-— •» I 
would not have you think I fcorn my graaaaun't Ctt to leap ovtr 
tkt katck." Again: — to efcapc the dogs hath leaped in *t a 
wtwdow," — »* Tis thought yo» ta^t into the world that u>ay^^ 
hUMSt you are a l4^ri.** Stmvi Ni, 
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K. John. GoFauiconbridge; now haft thou thy 

dcfirc. 

A landUfs knight makes thee a landed Tqaire. — 
Gome, madam, and come, Richard ; w& maft fpeed 
For France, for France ; for it k more than need. 

Bast. Brother, adiep ; Good fortune come to thee ! 
For thou tvaft got i\he way of honefty. 

[Exeunt all but the Baftard. 
A foot of honour ' better than I was ; 
But many a many foot of land the vvorfe. 
Well, now can 1 make any Joan a lady: ■ 
Qood den fir Richard,— God-a-mercy,^ Jdlow • 
And if his name be George, Til call him Peter: 
For new-made honour doth forget men*8 names; 
*Xts too refpe£live, and too fociable, 
For your converfiou.^ Now your travellery'^ 

* A fttipfhntW'^] Ajbpt Johnson. 

G9id dtnA i. e. a good evAwnf. 'So, in Hmmw tmiJwlUt: 
Gody i09d iff bat gcnltewoiMiu** Stbsyshs. ^ 

" Jir RickarJ^] Thus the old copy, and Tighfljr. In 

Aft \y. Saliftniry calll biro Sir Richard^ and the King lias juft 
knighted him by that name. The toodern editors atbitraiilVread, 
Sir M^nt, Faulcoubridgt h now entertaining himfclf witffidcas 

of freatnefi, fuggefted- hf hit recent Knighthood. Gmd inr, 

jCr Richard^ he fuppofes to be the falutatioa of a vafTal, JUd«4i» 
mtrcyy jeilew^ his own fupcrcilious reply to it. $T£SV1NS* 

* 'tii too Tcfpcflive, and loo fociabit, 

, For your convcrlion.j Rtjptdive \i itJpeBJult formal. So, in 
tit C^Jt is AlUud^ by BenJonfoQ, 1609:^* 1 pray you, iirj yoo 
t are too ttfptCtint in good faitb." 

Again, in the old comedy called ^IkhHtlmas Ttrm^ 1607: ♦* Seem 
'rtfpei^ivf, to make his pride fwcll like a toad with dew." Agutkf 
in lit Merchtrtt oj Vtnice^ Ad V: . 

«* Yoo ihould have been rt/piOivt^** ftc. 
'For yoar e$»PtTfi9n, it the rcadiugof the old copy, and may be 
right It fecms to mean, his Ute chaogc of condition from a privata 
geollcman 10 a knight. Steevens. 

Mr. Fope, without neceAty, readt--for your cnverfing. Out, 
aoihor has here, I think, nfed a Uceoce of pbrafcotogyv that ha 
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lie and his tooth«pick' at my worlhip^s mcfs ;* 



often Ukcs. The Baiaard has juR faid, that** oew-naie hOQOac 
4loth /«rj(«f men*! Darnel aod he proceeds as if he had Cud, 

M does not remembtr men*s«aine&.*' To rrm'mf'a tkt name of 
an inffTtor, he adds, has too much of the rcfpcd which i<- paid to 
fuperiori, and ot the focial and friendly laimljaiiiy of equals, fof 
your (e«««r)Sox,— for your prefeot condition, now tpnvvlfd firom 
the fiiuatioo of a common man to the raok of a knight. 

NUJ.ONt« 

* JVtfv your traveDer, ] ft is faid in Alfs well tkat tnds 

vtUy that *• a ttavcller is a good tiling after dinner." fn that ai^e 
of ucwly excited curioGty. one of the entertainments at gicat tables 
feens to hare been the difcourfe of a traveller. Jubnioh. 

So, in Tki forlyng of titndUy a Copy of Verfe< fubjoined to 
Tbo Churchyard's Prmft m4 Rtporti oj M^/Uf Hattpu F§ri9iflur** 
Vofsge t§ iiet* hcoeniia, kc. ibjSs 
*• and all the parjih ihro^^r 

*^ At church or marketi in fome fort, will taike of trav'lm^ 
now." SreevsNS. 

Y Hi and iis tooih-pick — } it has been already remarked, tiiat io 
/kI Ue /«eil, and wear a piq»*d ktmrd, were, in that time, marks of ; 
a man aScding foreign faOiioos. JoHmoN, 

Among Gafcoffne*s poems I find one entitled, C$n$€M giwm 

to 'hlaijfr Barlholcmf t' Witkipoll a little htjott his Utttr Jonrnej to 
Giant, 1 572. 'I he following lines mav perhaps be acceptable to 
the ica JcT who is curious cuough to enquire aboui the C^ihionable 
lollies imported in that age : 

■ ^o..•. fir, if I (hall f^e your mafterOiip 
*• Con.c home difi^is'd, and clad in quaint arrayi— ^ 
' As with a fike-tootk byiing on your lippe i 

Your brave muftachios turu'd the lurkie way; 
** A coptankt hat made on a Flemilh blocke; 

A night'gotvne cloake down trayling to your toeiS 
A ficnder flop dole couched 10 vour dock; < 
A curiolde flipptr, and a fhori Qlk hdfe," Sec. 
Again, lu'CjntkUU RtvtU^ by Ben Jonfon, t6oi: 

** — A traveller, one fo made out of the mixture and fhrc'di 
of forms, that himfclf is truly drformcd. He walks moft COm* 
monly with a clove Oi pick-lOQlk in his mouth." 
Soalfo, Fletcher! 

— _Tou that trail in travel; 
" You that enchance the daily price of itttk-pieis/* 
Again, in Shiilcv's Graieful Servant, I'^lo: I will continue ray . 
Jkate*pofture, ulc my ioolk-pick with diicretion/' &c. Steev£NS. 
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And wlicn my knightly ftomach is fuffic'd, 
Why then J fuck my tecih, and catechifc 
My picked mmi of cguuirics : - -M^ dear Jir^ 

So, in Sir Thomai Ovcrbury's CharafJtrs^ 16 iG [ AtiicIc, «ii 
AfftBtd Travillir^ : He ccnfurcs all ihingi by couu(cnance& and 
utagt, and Tprakt bit own langnage with fliame and lifping ; be 
will choke rather than conferi becre good drink} and htl t—U^iik 
U a main part of bit behaviour.'* MAtONl. 

' «f fl^ warjhip's mefs;] me.ins, at (hat part of ibe table 

where I, as a ini^hi^ fliall be placed. See Tkt^ J^nier'i TtUt 
Vol. X. p. 29, D. 8. 

Vour nt^fii^ was the rcfubir addrefi to a knight or erquire, in 
our author*! time, «i your A«a««r wat to a \ord.** Malomi. 

* picked man of tounlrits :] The word pieiid inajr i^ot refer 

to the heard, but to the Jhoes, which wetc once worn of an im- 
rnodcrale length. To this laOiion our au;lior has alluded in King 
Lear^ where the re<tder will find a more ample cxplaDaiiou. tuktd 
OMjr,' bpwcvcr, aean only Tprticein dreft. 

Chaucer fayt in one of his prologues: Frcfli and new her 
peare ypicktJ was." And in tki Mmhanl's Tale : He keropeih 
hitn, and proinetb him* aqd pHutk." lu Hyrd's trauUatioa of 
Vwe$*s Injhrtititn 4j m CkriJHam wiaiea, printed in 1^91, we riaect 
with **^piititd and «pparelled goodly— goodly and pitktdly arrayed — 
Licurgui, when he would have women of hi*; country to be regarded 
by their virine and not their ornaments, banilhcHi out ol ilie country 
by the law, all painiiag, and commanded out oi the town all crafty 
nen of fhkhg and apparelling." 

Again, in a comedy called All Fwh^ by Chapman, i6o,9: 
** 'Tit fuch a pickd fellow, not a haire 
** About itii whole bulk, but it Uands in prii\t.*' 

Again, in JLevfj Le^ear I Ltjls He it too piekidt too rpmce,** 
Ice. Again, in Qreeoe'i Dtfenct of Conef-fMUking;^ 1593, in the 
dcfcription of a pretended traveller: *' There be in England, 
(fpecially about London, certain quaint /id/, aud neat companious, 
attired, &.c. alamode de France," 8cc. 

If a comma be placed afur the word amb, 1 eatecbitf 

My pickfd ir.an^ of countriei." 
I'lc pnfl[ai;e will feem to mean, " I catechifc my fclcQed man| 
about the countries through which he travelled." Stlfvens. 

The laft interpretation of picltdy ofTcied by Mr. Sieevcns, is un- 
doubtedly the true one. So, in Wilfon > ArleofRkri§riquf^ tibSi 
<* — fuch rioc, dicyng, cardyng, pj iing," fcc. FiUd ot pickidf (foe 

X 4 
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(Thus, leaning on mine elbow, I begin,) 
/ Jhall hfjecch you— Thax is qucftion now ; • 
And then comes anfwer like an ABC-book 
0 fiT f fays anfwer, at your hrjl command ; * 

At your employvKnt ; at your Jen ice, fir: 

Jir, fays qucftion; J^Jweelfir^ at yours : 
And fo, ere aufwer knows what quedion would, 
(Saving in dialogne of compliment;' 
And talking of the Alps, and ApennirieSy 
The Pyre^ean, and the river Po,) 
It draws toward Tapper in cooclofion fo* 
But this is worfiiqyfui fociety, 
And fits the mounting fpirit, like myfelf: 
For he is but a baftard to the time,' 

the word \% varioufly Tpclt,] in the writings of out author in^ bit 
contemporaries, geuerally means, ^mcr, ajedtd^ t^eminate. 

Sec alfo Min&ffu*t Did. 1617: "To piekt or frmf. .Vidk 
Tfimm* ' ' Ma lon e. 

My picked man of countrits, is — nay Iravtllii fop. Holt Whitb. 

• likf an ABC-boolc:] An ABC-hook, or, as ihtf fpofce 

and wroic a, aa ahjtj-book, is a tattikifm. Johnson. 

So, in the ancient inUrludi 9/ TtM, bl. L no dttt x 
In the A. B. C. ofbokes the Itaft, - 
*' Yt is written, drus charitas ej." 
Again, in Xho. Nafb't dedication to Greene's Arcadia, i(ii6t 
** — -mate a patrimonjr of In /fetch, and more tban a younger 
brother's inberiiance of their Alcit/' Stef.vf.ns. 

• And fo, err an/wer knows whai qurf.ion would^ 

[Saving in dialogue oj cona^plimeiit ;J Sir W. Cornwalli^'s aSth 
Eflay thus ridicules the extravagance of compliment in pur poet's 
days, iSoi : We fpend even at bis(i. e. afriend*s or a firanger's) 

Cnfrauce, a whole volume of words. Whaf a deal of fynamon 

and ginger is facriBced 10 diflimtilaijon I 0, hoxo Hfjfed do I iakf 
nine ejts for prtjtnking me with tkii fi^ht I 0 Signior, Ihe Jlar that 
g9Vtrns my life in c$9tentifent, ipvt me Uavt t9 httrre mjjelf in jour 
etrms! Not Jo, fir, it u U§ wnttrttj an h^ch'/nre to contain Juch frtm 
cxnufnejsy &c. 8cc. This, and a cup of diiok, makes the tiose as 
fit for a departure as can be." Tollet. 

* Jfr h€ u but 9 hi^i U tit tme^ kc] He is accounted but 
a pieaa man in the prc(ent age, wbo does not ibew by bit drtJt, bi% 
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That doth not fmack of obfcrvation ; 

(And fo am I, whether I fmack, or no ;) 

And not alone in habit and device. 

Exterior form, outward accoutrement; 

But from the inward motion to deliver 

Sweet, fweet, fweet poifon for the age*8 tooth : 

Which, though^ I vfili not pra&ife to deceive. 

Yet, to avoid deceit, 1 mean to learn ; 

For it ihall drew the footfieps of my rifing.— 

But who comes ^ in fuch hade, in riding robes? ' 

What woman-poR is this? hath fiie no hufband, • 

That will take pains to blow a horn ^ before her ?• 

MnUr Lad/ Faui.conbridg£ and JanM Gurney/ 

O me ! it i§ my mother: — How now. good lady? 
What brings you here to court fo hadily? 

Lady F. Where is that Have, thy brother? where 
is he ? , 
That holds in chafe mine honour up and down? 
Bast. My brother Robert? old (ir Roberta 
fon? 

■ 

^eportmeiit, and lits talk, tbat he hat travelled, and made obfer- 
\ .^tions in foreign countriest The old copy in tbc Otzt line rcadft— 

Jmoak. Corrcrtcd by Mr. Theobald. NIalone. 

* (Viui, though — 1 The conftrudion will be meodcd, if in- 
Aead of wliVi though^ we read His though. JomttOM* 

* BiU mk$ amti — ] Mikon, in bit tragedy, introduces DalUah 
with fuch an interro^toiy exclamaiion. Johnson. 

' — it hlotp a horn—] He means, thu a woman who tn» 
▼cUcd aboat like a >«jf, was Likcl/ to korn her bulband. 

JOHNSOM. 

f -.^JamM Cum<y.] Our author found thii name in pcrufing 
the biilorjr of Ung Jolin ; who oot long before bis viSLory at Mi* 
rahcau over tlie French, headed by young Arthur, feized the laftdi 
and caftic of Hugh Gtraij, near Auievant iji Normandy. 

-. - Malome. 



3i4 K I N G J O H N. 

Colbrand* the giatit, that fame mighty man ? 
Is it fir Robert's fon, that you feek f o ? 

L^vDY F. Sir Robert's foa ! Ay, thou unrf^vercnd 
hoy. 

Sir Robert's fon: Why fcora'ft thou at (ir Ro- 
bert? 

He is fir Robert's foa; and fo art thoa. 

Bast. James Gurney* ynlt thou give us leave a 
while? 

GuR. Good leave, ^ good Philip. 

Bast. Philip ?_fparrow James, 

• Colkrand — ] Colkrand was 3. Danifh ciant, whom Guy of 
Warwick difcooaiiied iu the prcfence of K,ii»g AihelHaa. The 
cpmbu it veiy pompoafly dercribcd by Drayton in hii FoljMtn, 

Johnson. 

• Good leave, kc.] Good leave meaai a riBdt qfni, So, in 
K. Htnrf VI. Pan ill. Aft ill. (c. ii ; 

«• JT. E4w, Lordi, give im leave: Til try thii widow's wit. 
Gl«. Ay, gtU tu99 have yoa, for yoa wilt have leave." 

SteevenI. 

• Philip f^fparrow!] Dr. Grcv obfcrves, that Skelton ha« a 
poem to the memory of Philip Sparrow : and Mr. Pope ia a ihort 
ibote remarks that a fparrour is called Philip. Johnsoh. 

Gafcoigoe has likewife a poem entitled, Tie Praife of Pkii 
Sparrow ; aad Ukjsci Drum'* £al«r/«ta«tfa/, 1601, U U\e foUowi^g 
paQage : ^ 

, •« The birds fit chirping, chirping, kc, 
" i**i74> it treading, treading," kt, 
Ag^a, in Tie Kofthtrn Lnf^, i633 : 

»* A bird whofc pallime made roe glad, 
•* And Philip 'twas my Jpatrow. 
Again, in Magnijictnti^ an ancient MwiifUde, by Skelton, pubU(ted 
by Raftcll : 

With me in kepyoge fach a Pkjlfp 5/erew«." 
The Baftard means: PMlip!^ Do yoa take me for a fparrow ? 

The fparrow is called PAUif from its note* 

•» cry 

*» FAip fkif tki J^arromts as ihcy Ey." 

Ly\y'$M»lkefB»mhif. 
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There^s toys abroad;' anon Til tell th<e more. 

[ Exit Gttrney. 
Madam, I was not old fir Robertas fon ; . 

Sir Robert might have cat his part in mc. 
Upon Good-friday, and ne'er broke his faft:* 
Sir Robert could do well ; Marry, (to confefs !) ^ 
Could he get me ? Sir Robert could not do it ; 
Wc know his handiwork : — ^Thei:efore, good mq* 
tbj;r, 

To whom am I beholden for thcfc limba? ' 
Sir Robert never holp^to make this leg. 

Lady F. Haft tboa confpured with tby brothtr 
too. 

That for thine own gs^in Aould^ft defend mine ho« 

' nour? 

What means thisfcorn, thoo moft untoward knave? 

From th« rounii of the fparrow*» chirping, Catullui in hit EUgjf 
§m LtfiimU 5^rr««, hat formed a verb : 

Sed circunifiliens modo hue, modo illuc, 
** Ad fobm <lominam ufquc pipilakal." Hoi.T WHtTE. 
' Tkert's toys abroad i 8cc.] i. c. lumour:*, idle reports. So^ ia 
B c n J o n roQ*$ Stjmnm .* 

'* Joy I, mere iflyj, 

»' What wifdom's in the ftrects. 
Again, in a poUfcript of a letter from the Countcfs of EiTez to Dr. 
Forman, in relation to the trial of Anne Tnrner for ibe murder of " 

&r TbA. Overbury: they maf tell my father and mother^ 

«n4 fiU thfir eaif foil of <«^f.** SUU Trish^ Vol. I. p. Saa. 

STllVfiMS* . 

* ■ ...~.migkt kave tat his part in mt 

Up§» G99d-Jridajy 09d fff'fr hch Us jaji :J Thil thought 
ftccttfi in Hey%rood't upw 'trovtrbs^ i56t : ^ 

•* he may hit parte on good Fridaic eatc. 

And fait never the vrurs, for ought he (bail geate." 

STfEvma* 

* fto e9nfi/sL)] Mr; M. Mafon rtgarili the adverb fe, .as an- 

error of ihe prefs : but I laiher ihiiik, to rorfefs, means — (o come 
to Lonfeiiion. But, to come to a Uir confclfion now, (fays the 
BaftardJ could be have ^eca tbc ioiirumcnt of my produdion?'* 

STtlTIMS* 
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Bast. Knight, knight, good mother, — Bafilifco« 

like:' 

What! I am dubb'd ; I have it on my fliouldcr. 
But, motlicr, 1 am not fir Robert's fon ; 
1 have diiclaim'd fir Robert, and my land; 
LegitimatioD, name, and all is gone: 
Tbea, good my mother, let me know my father ; 
Some proper man, 1 hope ; Who was it, mother? 
Lady F. Haft thou denied thyfelf a Faulcon* 
bridge ? 

Bast. As faiSifnlly as I deny the devil. 

* Kaigbt, knight, good m§Htr^ — BaJilifei'lUi r] Thiu invft thif 
|>tflilge be pointed ; and lo come at the humour of it, I muft clear 
\jp an old circumflance of ftagc-hiflory. Faulconlnid^c's wordi 
here carry a coucealed piece of faiire on a ftupid drama oi that age, 
printed in 1399, . and called Soliputn and Pirjtda. In this piece 
there ii a chmAer of a bragging cowardly knig hi, called BafiUfco. 
His pretenGon to valour U (oblotrn, and feeo through, that Pifton, 
a buffoou-fervaut in the play, jumpi upon hii back, and will not 
difengage him, till he makes Bablifco fwear upou his dudgeon 
dagger to the coolenti, and in the terns he didatee t# him ; as, for 
inftance 1 

Baf. O, r fwear, I fwrear. 

•* Fxjl: By the conienis of this blade,— 
Baf. By the contents of this bUdc,~ 

«• f i/. I, the afbrcfaid Bafilifiio,— 
, Baf. 1, the afbrefaid BaGlifco,->l<it^A/, good fcUov, iwiflls 

»« Fiji. Knavt, good fellow, knave, knave."' 
So that it is clear, our poet is fneeriug at this play i and makea 
Philip, when hit mother calls him lx«r«, throw off that reproach 
by liumoroufly laying claim to his new dignity of kuigkikoed ; ao 
Bafililco arrogantly infifts on hi» title of knigkl in the paflfage above 
quoted. The old play is an execrable bad one ; and, I fuppofc, 
was fufficienily exploded in ihc reprcfcMiaiion : which might make 
this ef rcnmftaoce fo wdl known, as to become the bntt for a ftage« 
larcafm. Thfobald. 

The charadcr of Bajtlifco is mentioned in Nafll*S Ktntt wriik 
U SafrtM W»UtHi &c. printed in the year ligjSm 

Stcivins. 
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Lady F. King Richard CoDar-de-iion was thy 
father ; 

By long and vehement fuh I was fcdnc'd 

To make room for him in my hufband's btd: — — 
Heaven lay not my tranlgreinon to my charge!—- 
Thou art^ the iflue of my dear offence, 
Which was fo ftrongly urg'd, pad my defence. 

* Bast. Now, by this light, were I to get again. 
Madam, I would not wiflli a better father. 
Some fins * do bear their privilege pn earth, 
And- fo doth yours ; your fault was not your folly : 

Needs mnft yon lay your heart at his difpofe,— 
Subjected tribute to commanding love,— 
Againfl whofe fury and unmatched force 
The awlefs lion could not wage the fight, ^ 
Nor keep his princely heart from Richard's hand. 
He, that perforce robs lions of their hearts. 
May eafily win a woman's. Ay, my mother. 
With all my heart I thank thee for my father ! 
Who lives and dares but fay, thou didft not well 
When I was got, FU fend his foul to hell. 

, * Tboa cr/— ] Old copy— fi*! art. Corrcdcd by Mr. Rowe. 

Malonb. 

^ S§mi /m— ] There arc that whatever be detenmncd of 
tfiem above, are not much ccnfurcd on tartk, JOBMtOM. * 

• Netds mujl you lay your heart at kis di/pfft^ • • - 
Agajinft xvkofe jury und unmatchtd force 

■ Thi awliji lion could not wtgi tki Jgkt^ Sec] Shakrpeare hero 
atlttdea td the old faetrical tentattce off Bitlmrd C^ftr^it'li^n^ 
wherein thb once celebrated monarch is related to have acquired 
his diftinguifhiug appellation, by having plucked out a lion's heart 
to whofe fury he was expofe.d by the Duke of Auflria, for having 
flain his fon with a blow of hit fift. Fron^ thif ancieot romaaco 
the ftory has crept into feme of our old chroaiclef : but the original 
pafTige may be fern at large in the iutrodudioii tO (he tlucd VOlUU 
of Melifuts qJ antitnt Enf^UJh F9$trj, FaaQt. 
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Come, lady, I will (kow thee to my kin ; 

And they Ihall fay, wHen Richard me begot, 
If thoU hadft faid him nay, it had been fin': 

Who fays it was* he lies ; I fay, *twa8 not. 

[Exeunii 



A c ;r 11. S G £ N £ I.' 

France. Before the walls of hn^xm* 

Enter^ on one fide^ the Archduke of Auflria, and 
• Forces; on the other^ Philip, King 0/ France, 

and Forces. LEWIS, Constanc£, Arthur, and 

AtkndanU. 

Lew. Before Angicrs well met, brave Aullria.--^ 
Arthur, that great forerunner of thy blood, 
Richard, that robb'd the lion of his heart,"^ 
And foQght the holy wars in Paiedine, 
By this brave duke came early to his grave : ' 

* Ridard, tUtrohVdkc.] So, Raflal, in his CATcmch : ««Tt 
5s fayd that a Ijon was put to kyngc Richard, beyogc in ptifon, lo 
bave devoured him, and wiica (he //on was gapyoge he put his 
arme in hit mouth, tnd pulled the ifon by the hwtt To hard cbaf 
lie flewe the /;0n, and therefore feme fay he is called Rycharde 
Curt dr I.jon ; but fome fay he is called Cwr» di L/M, btcaufe of 
his bolilncfs and liardy ftomakc." Grf.y. 

I have an old black-lttlercd hiJloTy of lord Fauconhridgt^ wlience 
Shakfpeare might pick up this circunmaiice. Farnii.*, 

I& Hey wood • Dt^mftU 0/ Bahtri Emrl tf Huniingtn^ 160^, there 
il a long dtfcriptioa of ihit/ihttlooi atchievemcnt. 

The fame ftory is told by Knighton, inter Decern Scripiores, and 
by Fabian, who calls it a fahlr. It probably took its life from 
Hugh de Neville, one ot Richard's lollowers, having killed a 
lion, when thcf were In the H0I7 * * circumftance tccovdcd 
jb7 Bfatthew Paris. Malomi. 

' Rf tin hf&vt duki emu mfy to Us gme .*J The old play led 
Shaltfpcarc into this error of abribing to the Duke of Auflha the 
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And, for amends to his poflerity, 
At our impoftance"^ hither is he come. 
To Ipread his colours, boy, in thy behalf; 
And to rebuke the idurpation 
Of thy UDuatural uncle, Engiiihjohn: 
Embrace him, love him, give him welcome hither. 
Arth. God ihall forgive you Coeur-de4ion'8 
death, 

The rather, that you give his ofifspring life. 
Shadowing their right under your wings of war : 

deaih of Richard, who Idft his life •! the fiege oT Cbalaz, long aftcf 
he had been ranfomcd ottt of Aoftria's ponrer. SnsviNt. 

The producing Aujria on the fccBt it alfo contrary to the tmtH 

of hifiory, into which anachronifm our author was led by the old 
play. Leopold Duke of Auftiia, by whom Richard I. had beca 
thrown in prifon in 1193, died in confequcnce of a fall from hii 
horfe in 1193, fome jeara before the comnicncemeni of the prefent 
play. 

The original caufe of the enmity between Richard the Firft, 
and the Duke oi Auflria, was, according to Fabian, that Richard 

tooke from a knightc of the Duk< of OJIritki the faid l>uke*i 
benaCT, and in defpite of the faid duke, irade it under foote, and 
did unto il all the (pile he might." Harding fays, in his Chronicle, 
that the caufc of quarrel was Richard's taking down the Duke of 
Auhria'ft anni and banner, which he had fct up above thofc of the 
King of France and-the Ring of Jerufalem* The affroat was giveo, 
when they lay before Acre in Palelline. This circuroftancc is 
alluded to in the old KingJjtkUf where ihe fiafiard, after killing 
AuAria, fays. 

And at my lather trinmpVd in thy fpoiU, 
*' And trod tkint enjxgm undetntath his jetty' Sec. 

Other hiflodans fav, that the Duke fufpeded Richard to hnve 
been concerned in the aflAflination of hit kinfman, the Marquis of 
Montferrat, who was iiabbed in 'lyre, foon after he had beta 
eleded lUng of Jerofalen | hot this was a calumny, propagated by 
Richard*! enemies for political purpofct. Maloni. 

* At our importance — ] At OOT m/frlKatl[|r. JOHIISON. 

So, in tvtljtk Night : 
** Maria writ 

The leiur at Sir Toby's great mp9its%ei»"* STiivixft. 
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I give you welcome witli a powerlefs band. 

But with a heart full of unftaincd love : 
Welcome before the gates of Angieis, cluke. 
Lew. a noble boy! Who wouid not do thee 
right ? 

AusT. Upon thy cheek lay I this zealous kifs. 
As fe^l to this ^denture of my love ; * 
That ta my home 1 will no more return, 
'tMi AngterSy and the right thou haft in France, 
Together with that pale, that white-fac*d (hore,^ 
Whofe foot fpams back the ocean*s roaring tides. 
And coops from other lands her iflanders. 
Even till that England, hedg'd in with the main, 
That water-vvallcd bulwarL, Hi!! fcLure 
And confident from foreign puipoics. 
Even till that utmoft corner of the weQ, 
Salute thee for her king : till then, fair boy. 
Will I not think of home, but follow arms. 

Const. O, take his mother's thanks, awidow^s 
thanks, 

Tillyoiirflrong hand (hall help to give himfirength, 
To make a more requital to yoat love.* 

AusT. The peace of heaven is theirs, that lift 
their fwords 
In fuch a jufl and thuntabic war. 

K. Pai. Well then, to woik; our cannon ihall be 
bent 

Againfl the brows of this refifling town. ■ 
Call for our chiefeft men of difcipline, 

* that pale^ that vkiU'Jtc d Jhort^j Englaad is fuppofcd 

to b« cmltcd Albion froa the wliV« mit facing Frinct. 

JOKMSOII. 

* to malt a more requital^ &c.] I believe it has been •Ircaity 
•bTcrvcd, lUat mn fignificd in out auibor't time, grtsttr. 

. STfiCVItit. 
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To cull tlie plots of befl advantages: — ' 
We'll lay bclorc tliis town our roval buncs. 
Wade u> the marketplace in Frenchmen s biood« 
. Bat we will make it fubjed to this boy. 

Const.. Stay for an anfwer to your embafly, 
Left Qnadvis*d you flain y6ur fwords with blood : 
My lord C ha til Ion may from England bring . * 
That right in peace/ which here we urge in war;' 
And then we fhall repent each drop of biood,^ 
That hot raiii h-diic lo indirectly ilied. 

EnUr ChatilloiN. 

K. Pmi. a wonder, lady!' — lo, upon thy vviflll, 
Our mcdenger Chatillon is arrived.— 
What hngiand lays, fay briefly, gentle lord. 
We coldly paulc for thee ; Chatillon, fpeak. 

Chat. 1 hen turn your forces from this paltry hege; 
And flir them up again (I a mightier talk. 
England, impatient of your juH demands, 
Hath put himfeif in arms ; the adverfe wiiids^ 
Whofe leifure 1 have ftaid, have given him time 
. To land his legions all as foon as I: 
His marches are expedient' to this town. 
His forces ftrong, his foldiers confident. 
With him along is come the mother-queen, ' 

7 To cull ike ^Uti 9f k§Jt mivMUgis:^ i. e. to imtkfach fiadoat 

as might moil over-awe th% town. Hfnlrt. 

• A vionder^ lady ! ] The wonder 5s only that Chatillon happened 
to arrive at tbc momcni when CouAaucc meutiooed him j which 
the French king, according to a fnpcrftitlon which prevaili nor* 
«r lets in every mind agitated hy great affairs, turns into a aiK* 
xaculoot intferpofition^ or omen of good. Johmson. 

9 eMptdirnl — ] Imniediate,.Mr^<tfi'llMU. JoaNSON. 

So, in K. Htnij VI. Part II: 

•* A breach, that craves a guick, exftditnt flop. STXfiVlMS* 

Vol. XI. Y. 



398 



KING JOHN. 



An' Ate, flirring him to blood and ftrifc;* 
With her her niece, the lady Blanch of Spain; 

With thcni a baflard of the king tleccas'J ; ' < 
And all the uiilculcd humours of the land,-— 
Rafh, inconficicraLe, firy voluntaries, 
With ladies' faces, and fierce dragons' fpleeas. 
Have ibid their fortunes at their native homes, 
Bearing their birthrights proudly on their backs,^ 
To make a hazard of new fortunes here. 
In brief, a braver choice of dauntlefs fpirits. 
Than now the Bnglilh bottoms have waft o*er,^ 
Bid never float upon the fwelling tide, 
l o do offence and fcath^ in ChriAendom. 



* i« Ate, Jlirrhfr him, &c.] Aii w»t the GoddeGi of Rcreogc* 

The player-cJitort read— cn Ace. SrilVIMS. 

Corrcded bv Mr. Rowc. Malone. 

Thii image might have beea borrowed from the celebrated libel, 
called Liictjltrs CamntnWfUk, origioallyr publiQied about the year 
i5S4 ! She ftandeth like m ficad or furj^ <%% the etb«w of her 

Amadis, to JCtrrt him forward when occafion (hall fcrvc. " Srigiriiis* 

^ Witk Ikrrx a iajard tf the king dttw'd:] The old COpf, 
crroneoyifly, readi ting's. Steevcns. 

Thi$ Kne, except the word »t/4, u bortowed from the old pla/ 
. of iTca^Jf^^K, already mcntioued. Our author (hould have written-^ 
iinij-, :irid fo the modern cditori rcid. But there ii ceriainly no 
corrupiiou, for ivc have ihe fame phraleology clfewhere. Malonk, 

It rnay as juilly be fatd, that the fame error has beea elfcwhere 
xtpcated bjr ihe fame Illiterate compofiiors. Stfivens. 

* Bttring tknr $irthngkts. Sec] So, in King iftnrf VIUs 

M O, many 

** Have broke their backs wiih laying naaoon on them. ** 

Johnson. 

* tUn n9w ihe Englijh httnu kmfi waft «V,] WmJI &t wmjU4, 

So again ill thh pl.tv : 

ihe iron of itfclf, though ktal red hot-~~.« 
I. e. bc:iud. Stkevins. 

* fcatk — ] Dcftraaion, harm* Johnson. 

So, in Hpw t§ tiuft • g§9d Wife from a bad, iCo8: 

For thefc accoaott, 'faiih it (hall Jtatk thee fomethifig. 
Again : * 

* And It (ball/cofi him foMwhat of my purfc* '* Sti ivmt. 
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The inceirupuoo of their charliCh drums 

[Drums beat. 
' Cuts off more circumnance : they are at hand. 
To parley, or to fight ; therefore, prepare. 
K. Phi. How much ualookM for is this expe-* 
ditlon! 

AuST. By how much unexpc£^ed, by fo much < 

We mud awake endeavour for defence : 
For courage mountcth with occarioii : 
Let them be welcome then, we arc prepared. 

EnUr King John, Elinor, Blanch, ikt fiadard. 
^ . Pembroke, and forces. 

K. John* Peace be to France; if F^ncein peace 
permit 

Our juft and lineal etitrance to our own ! 

If not; bleed France, and peace afcendto heaveal 

Whiles we, God*s Wrathfbl agent, do corre£^ 

Their proud contempt that beat hi$ peace to hea^* 
vcn. 

K. Phi. Peace be to England; if that war re^ 

turn 

From France to England, there to live in peace! 
England we love ; and, for that England's fake, 
With burdci^ of oar armour here we fweat: 
This toil of onrs fhould be a work of thine ; 
Bat thoa from loving England art fo £ir. 
That thoa haft nnderwrought' his lawful king, 
Cut off the fequcncc of pofterity, ^ 
Outfaced infant (late, and done a rape 
Upon the maiden virtue of the ciown. 

. animi^ 
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Look bere upon thy brother tieflrey^s (iace* — 

Thefc eyes, thefe brows, were moulded ouLof his: 
This little abftra(f^ doth contain that large, 
Which died in Gcffiey ; and the hand of time . 
Shall draw this brief ^ into as huge a volume. 
That Geffrey was thy elder brother born, 
And this his (on ; England was Geffrey's right. 
And this is Geffrey's : ^ In the name of God, 
How comes it then, that thou art calfd a king« 
When living blood doth in theCe temples beat. 
Which owe the criDwn that thou o^ermkilereft? 

K. John. From whom haft thou this* great corn* 
miflion, France, 
To draw my anfwer from thy articles? * 

K. Pui. From that fupernal judge, that flirs good 
thoughts * 
In any breafi. of (Irong authority. 
To look into the blots and Aains of f'lghu * 

* .~-<Ati brief — 1 A brief it a (bort writing, abfirad, or 
dfffcriptioii. S6t in d UUJmSma /fight's Dnmrni 

M Hcte li a hUf horn many fportt are ripe. ** 

» —.EwgUud m*s Geffrey* t rigkt^ 
And ih'n is Gejftej'i:] 1 have no donbt but we fliould read^- 
** aod kis is Geffrey'i. " The meaning is, •* England was Geffrey'a 
ri^bt, an4 wbauvci wa> Geffrey it now iii, " pointing to Arthur. 

M. MatOM. 

* To lo§k into tkt blots mtd Jsins oj rigkt,] Mr. Theobald reads, 
. vitb iht firft YoUe, kUh^ which being fe early autborited, and 

fo much better. undeinood, needed not to have been changed by 
Dr. Warburton tt) holis, though bolts mipht be ufed in that time 
for Jfots: fo Shakrpeare calls Banquo jpotttd mtk bloody the 
ll§$i'Mln'd Banquo. ** Tbc verb to bt§l it ufed figuratively for to 
di/grmrf^ a few lines lower. And perhaps, after all, Mts wa» only 
a typographical oMfiake. JOHmoM. 

Bt9ts i» certainly right. The illegitiaate branch of a fiimfly 
always. canied tba anns of it with what in ancient hetfsldiy was 



K I G J O H Ji. 8a j 

That jadge bath made me guardian to this boy: 
Under whofc warrant, I impeach thy wrong; 
And, by whofc help, I mean to chaftife it. 

K. John. Alack, thou doft ufurp authority. 

K. Phi. Excufe; it is to beat ufurping down, 

Eli. Who is it, thou doft call ufurpcr, France? 

Const. Let rae make anfwer; — thy uiurping fon. 

£li. Out, iniolent! thy ba^ftard (hall be king; 
TbatihoQ may'fl be a queen» and check the world \ ^' 

Const. My bed was ever to thy fon as true, * 
As thine was to thy huiband: and this boy 
Liker in feature to his father Geflirey, 
Than thou and John xn manners ; being as like. 
As rain to water, or devil to his dam. 
My boy a baftard ! By my foul, I think, 
His lather never was fo true begot; 
It cannot be, an if thoa wert.his mother.^ 

called a hiot or Mftunct. So, in Draytoa t Epijlt Jrom Qnttw 
JfoM H JC. RitUfi'Il s 

No baftarA oiafk doth \l$t'h\% conquering {hicld." 
Blots and jiaxni occur again together iu thf firft liceiic of jdic third 

ad. SlEEViiNS.. 

Biol had certainly the hcmUlical fenfc mentioned by Mr. Sreevcn*. 
But it berci I thiok, meani onl/ Uemijbn, So agaio, ip Ad HI. 

Maloni. 

^ Thai thou msyjt be a fKf«n, and ckick tie worid!] ■ Surely 
(liiyt HoKttflicd) Queen Eleaoorf the k)mgs ntother, wia (brt 
againft her nephew Arthur, rather novid thereto hf coYye con* 
ccwcd agaiuH his mother, than upon any full occafion, given itt 
the bchalfc of the childc; for that (he faw, if he were king. At* 
kis mother Conjance would lookt U hart tkt mofi rult tuitkw Hi 
umIwu of Englsnde^ till her foooc Ihould come to a lawfylt age to 
govern of himfclfe. So hard a tiling it ii, to bring women to agrca 
io one minde, their natures commonly beiog fo coo^ary. " 

Malone. 

* an if thou tvtrt his mother. ] Conftancc alludes to Elinor'i 

iofidchiy to her hulbaad Lcvris the Sevcutb, when they were in tha 
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£li. Therc^s a good mother, boy, that blots tliy * 
father. 

Const* There's a good grandam^ boy, that would 

blot thee* 
AusT. Peace? 

Bast. • Hear the crier. ^ 

AuST. What the devil art thou? 

Bast. One that will play the devil, fir, with you, 
An 'a may catch your hide and you alone. * 
You arc the hare' of whom the proverb goes, 
Whofe valour plucks dead lions by the beard ; 
ril fraokc your Ikin-coat, an I catch yO>i right; 
Sirrah, lookto't; i*faitb, I will, Tfaith. 
♦ 

Holy Land; on account of which he was divorced from her. Sh* 
afterwards (ii5i) married our King Henry 11. KfALONe. 

* Utar ihttxirx. ] Alluding to the xifMiil proclamation for fhncity 
made bv crirrs in couris of juAice, bcgioninn Oj'^i corrupilj pro* 
nouciced V-l'fs. AuAria has juft faid Ptacel Malone. 

* Out ihti uiU play ike dtvil^ Jir^ with joti^ . 

An *« m&j ctiti y»ur hide and fou *l»ne. ] The groand of th« 
^narrc) of the Baliard lo AuQiia i<i no where fpecilicd in ihe prefeut 
pliv. Buf the ftorv is. iliat Auftria, who killed King Richard 
CauT-At-hon. wore a^ the fpoil of thai prince, a lion's A/<^<^ which 
had belonged to hiia. Thi« ciTCuioft!knre render* tlie aocer of' the 
^ftnd very naioral, and osgbt not to have been ooitted. Pore. 
See p. $17, n: 9, fod p. 3i8, n. fl. Maloni. 

The omifBon of this incident wat natural. Shakfpeare having 
familiarized the florv to liit own imagiiiaiion. forjgot that it wa* 
<>bfcu(e to liis audience ; or what is equally probable, the Aory was 
then fo popular that a hint was fufficient at that time to bring it to 
pind i and ihrfe plays Were written with very lititt care for tht 
approbation of poftcrity. JoMiiaON. 

' Y«u an tie hare — So, in the Sftanijh Tm^ejy : 
** He hunted well that was a lion's death ; 

Not he thai iu a garment woic his flcia: 
«• S0 ierts may pull dead liont hf the beard.*' 
See p. 896, n. 4. STttviM. 

The proverb alhidcd to ii« Morttio leoni tc leporei infttlunt.** 
Eiafmi AoA«. Mavoni. 
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Blanch. O, well did he become that lion^s robe* 
That did difrobe the Kon of that robe! 

Bast. It lies as figluly on the back of hiiii» 

As great Alcidcs' flioes upon an afs : ■ — 
But, afs, ril take that burden from your back; 
Or lay on that, lliall make your flioulders crack. 
AusT. What cracker is this fame, that deafs our 
cars 

With this abundance of fnperfluous breath? 

* It Ha MS Jghtly on th l«ci •/ Am, 
Am grtiU AUidti' (hoet vpon an a/i--] But why his f.oei in the 
■amc of propriety? For let Hercules and hit Jhoa have been really 
ai big ai ihey were ever fuppofed to be, yet tliey [\ mean the Jhoti) 
would aoi bave been aa overload for an ab. I am perfuaded, 
1 have rctricvad the true reading ; and let us obferve the juflnefs ot 
ifaf cornparifon now. Faulconbrid^c in his rcfentrticnt would fay 
thit to AuUiia : That lioo'f (kin, which my great father k,ing 
Richard once wore, looks » uncouthly on thy back, ai thai other 
noble hide, which, was borne by Herculei, would look on the back 
of an afs. " A double allufion was intended ; firft, lo ihe f.iblc of 
the afs in the lion's llcin ; ilicn Richard I. is hiiely let in competi* 
tioa with Alcidet, as AuUiia is fatirically coupled with the afs.. 

TatoaAto* 

The Jh$n of Hercales art more than once iirtrodaced in tbe^ald 
comedies on much the fame occafiotts* So, in Tkt IJLt 9j GuUs^ 
by J. Day, 1606: 

— atie at fit, as Hercules's)%a« for the foot of a pigmy. " 
Again, in Greene's Epiftic Dedicatoi^ to Fitirndts tkt BUek/mitk^ 
1588: — and fo, left I ffaould (bape HtrcuUs Jha Jot a child's 
Joot^ I commend your worlhip 10 the Aim ghty. *' Again, in 
Greene's Fenelope's Web^ 1601 : I will not ui.iLe a long harveft 
foi a fmall crop, nor go about to pull a HttcuUi Jhot on Achilles* 
foot.** Again, ibid: Htrcuta* Jhot ^ill never fcrve a tkiU't 
jfptt. " Again, in Stephen Goflbu*s Scktel s/ Aiu/e^ ^^19' ** — 
draw the lyou's (kin upon .Efop's ad'c, or fh'cu!"' fjion on a cliildcs 
fecte. " Again, in the Iccond ol Wjiilinm Rankin»'s Stv€n Satjiei^ 

ice. 1598: 

Yet lo Al^ia* hujkim will he ftalke.** SrEivMl. 

— M •/**] i. a> upon the A»«/t of an afs. Mt- Theobald 

thought Jhoes niuft be placed on the hack of the sfs; and, there* 
fore, lo avoid this incongruity, reads— -Alcides'^^Stfj. MAtoNK. 
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K. Phi. Lewis, dctennine^ what we fkM do g ^ 
ftraigbt. . 

Lew. Women and fools, break o£f your con« 
ference. — 

King John, this is the very fum of all,— 
England, and Ireland, Anjou, * Tourainc, Maine, 

In right of Arihiir do 1 claim of ihce : 
Wilt iliou rcfign tbciii, and lay down thy arms? 
k. John. My Hie as foon: — 1 do dciy thee, 

Iraiicc. 

Arthur of BTCiagne, yield thee to inv hand; , 
And, out of my dear love. I'll give thee more 
Than e'er the coward hand of France can win : 
Sybmit thee, boy. . * 

• K. Th\. Lfri isy d/tfrmir<r, Sec. ] Thus Mr. Malonc, and 
perhaps rightly; lor the next fpccch is given in the old copy (at 
it flandi ill the prefent text) to Ltvis the dauphin, who wa« after* 
wardi Lc^vis VIII. The fpccch itfelf, hovevcr, feems fuHtcieDtljr 
appropriated to tlif Kinp; and notl inq cnn he inferred from the 
folio uiiii any certainty, but that tlic editors ot it were carclels and * 
ignorant. STBtvEVS. 

In the old copy tiiii line ftandt thus: 

Kift» Li'"ii, (i^tnmjr.t what n't ft. till do firai^hl. 

I0 the hift three Ipeeches^ fpokcu in this fcene by King riiilip, 
the Wold King only n prefixed. I have therefore given this line 
to him. I he tranfcriber or compofitor having, 1 ioMgine, for* 
gotten fo diftingviilh the word Kv^^ by IiaUrks, and to put a full 
pOint after it, thcfe words have been printed as part of Auflria's 
ipccch 1 K,ing Lewis," Sec. but fuch au arrangement muft be 
moneeufV for Lewis was not king. Some of our author's editors 
have left Auftria in pofleflion of the line, and corrertcd the error 
\yy reading here, '« Kin<^ Philip, dcirrmine," and giving the • 

next fpeech to him, initcad ot Lewis. 

I once thought that the line before ns rotgjbt ftand as part of 
^uf^ria's fpeech, and thai he might have addrcflcd Phi'lp and ikt 
Dnvf^hirt bv the words. King, — Lewis, Sec Imt the .TldfefTing 
Fhilip by the title of Ktug, without any itddiiion, fceius too 
Cimiliar, and I therefore think it jnore probable that the error 
happened in the svav above dated. Malonk. 

* v-f— Anj9%^ ] Old copy— >i«fMr«. - Correded by Mr. Thcob.ild. 

Malom. 
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Eli. Come to tby grandam, child. 

Const. Do, child, go to if grandam, child; 
Give grandam kingdom, and ii' grandam will . 
Give it a plum, a cherry, and a fig: 
There's a good gra»dam. 

Arth. Good my mother, peace ! 

I would, that I were low laid in my grave; 
1 am not worth this coil, that's made for me. 

Eli. His mother (hames him fOf poor boy, he 
weeps. 

^ Const. N6w (hanieapon you, wheV ihedoes, 
or no!^ 

His grandam^s wrongs, and not his mother^s (hames, 
Draw thofe heaven-moving pearls from his poor eyes, . 
Which heaven fhall take in nature of a fee; 
Ay, with thclc cryftal beads heaven fliall be bribed 
To do him judice, and revenge on yon, 

Eli. Thou monftrous ilaaderer of heaven and 
earth ! 

Const. Thou mondrons injurer of heaven and 

' earth! 

Call not me Uandereir; thou, and thine, ofurp 

The dominations, royalties, and rights, 

Of this oppreifed boy: This is thy eideft fon*s foil/ 

' Noxu Jhameupon you^ whe'r fhc </a«, §r nil] Wkir for ifktiktf 
Sot in an Epigram^ by Ben JoDfoa : 

Who fliall doubt, Donae, wl/r l a po«t be, 

When I dare fend my epigrami ta thee?*' 

ApUO, in Gowcr's Cenfrjfinnt Aminlis, i532 : 

** That maugrc whtrc (he woldc or not, — Malone. 

Read: whf'r he don, or ! — i, c. whether he weeps, or 

not. Conftance, Co far from admittiag, exprcf&ly denies tbat Jht 
IhaBCi bim. Ritsom* • • ^ 

* Of His opprtffti b9y: Thai ii tkj tldffi Jottt Jw^ Mr. Ritfoa 
trottla omit the reduodant WOids — lk\i is, and read: 

Of this 9Pfrtftd iff I XI; ildij Jtus /»m. Stuvcm. 
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Infortiinate in nothing but in thee; 
I'hy fins are viiited in tbis poor child ; 
The canon of the law ii laid on him. 
Being hot the fecond generation 
Removed from thy fin*concetving womb, 

K.John. Bedlam, have done. 

Const. I have but this to fay,-^ 

That he's not only plagued for licr (in, 
Bat God hatb made her £a aud her the plague ^ 

* J have hut His to /oj, 

That he's nni only pingued for htr Jin^ 

But Gotl katk maae kn Jin mnd ktr tkt plague^ kc. ] ThU paQjgc 
appeart to me verf obf^ure. The chief diffichtly arifei from 
tbi»* thalt Conflancc having told Flinnr of her jSa-MfWVta^ 
parfues the thouv'ht, aud ulcs fin ilirounh the next lines in aq 
ambiguous fenfc, luiuciiiucs Tor cntnr^ aod iuqieuiiici for pJifriMg, 

tit's u»t §nfy plagued for kn fin, &c. He ii not' Only made nt- 
fcrable by vengeance tor her ^a or eniar; but her jEa, her 
effipri'^^y and flie, are made the inflruments of that vengeance, oa 
this dcfcendani; who, though of the fecond generation, i% plagued 
• Jot ker mnd mtk ker i lo whotn ihc i» not oaly the caufc but the 
iaflrumeat of evil. 
The aeat claure is more perplexed. All Ibc edltiOBi read: 

plagud for ker. 

And witk ktr plague ker Jin; kis injury 

Htr injury^ tkt htttdlt i9 kit jSn, 

AH puMtfltU in at pirjm $f tkis fkitd, 
I point thus : 

— plagu'd Jor ker 

And witk ker ^Flognt ktr font kis injuiy 

Her injury, the beadle la ktr Jiu» 
T^iat i\ ; iiiflcad of itiflifting vcnconce on this innocent and rc- 
Dtoie dcfccnii.4nt, punijh kfr Jon, her iuinocdiale offspring: then the 
affliAion will fall where it is dcfervcd ; kis injury will be ker injar^, 
aad the mirery of her jia; ber foa will b« a ktitHtf or chaftirer« 
^ ber cn«M, which are now ^tpnifitd ta ike ptr/%%9jikii ckild. 



Ifr. Rodeiick reads: 

• plagud, for ktr^ 

And mtk ktr plagu'd; ktr j(a, kishtjnry. 
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On this removed iffuc, plagu'd for her. 

And wicb her plague, her da ; hi& injuvf 

# 

An4, mlh kerijin, her plajrue, his hjwf ' 

Ihr injury^ tk* hra^lk to ktr J\n. 
i. God Aatk madi htr ami her Jm iogeihtr^ iki pUgut »J ker n9jl 
rm»lt dtfctndmitU^ wAt vr§ pla%uU Jw ktr ; the Cmbc "powtr liath 
like wife m«lf# kit Jin ktr own pUgut^ and tkt injury Jhi Im i$n$ t9 
kim ker own injury^ as a beadle to lafli tkat fin. \. e. rrovidrnre has 
fo ordered it, Uij^ The who is made the iDitrumcnt of puoilbmeat lo 
another, has, iq the end, cooverted that other iato 90 ioftrancat of 
paoiChment for berfelf. STtEViiif. , 

Confiaoce obferves that kt ( i/f, poioting to King Jokn^ wboni 
from the flow of gall fhe aamct not,**) ii not only plagued f with 

the prffcnt war] for bis mother's fin, btit God hath made her fin 
and her the plague alfo on tlii* removed itTuc, f Arthur,] plagued on 
her arcoiiui, and by the mcan» of her iinful oETspring, whofe injnrf 
[ the ufurpaJion of Arthnr't rights ] majf be conGdered as her 
anjary, or the injury of her ftu conceiving womb; and John's in* 
jury m.iv alfo be confidercd the bc:.dlc ot olhcer of corredion 
employed by her crimes to lotlid all tbclc puniOimcnts on the per* 
foo of this child. Tollbt. - 

Ptagned in thefc plays gencralljf meanf punijliti. ' So, in King 
Rickmri Hi: 

And God, not we, hath pfaf^ud! thy bloody deed." 

So, Holinfhcd: thev for very remorfc aod dread of the 

4ivine plague^ will cillier Ibatnefully ilie," ice. 

Not being fatisfied with any of the emeodatlont propofed, t hav« 
adhered to the original copy. I fufpeA that two half lines have 
been loft after the words — And with her — If the text be right, 
wt/l, I think, means ky , (as in many other palTages, ] nnd Mr. 
Toilet's interpretation the true one. Xenuved^ I belieye, hero 
^goifies rtm9it. So, in A Midfummer Xighl's Dream : 

'** Frons Athens is her houfe umv'd feven leagues." 

Malone, 

Much as the text of this note has been bcl^^boqred, tbf ori^inU 
Reading needs no alteration. * * 

— / k*P« laf tkis to f0f,^ 

Tkat he's not only plagued for her Jin^ 
But God kalh mailt ker Jin and her the pUgHt 
On tkis removed ijjue, plagued Jor htr^ 
iud with ker plague ^ ker Jm ; kis injury, 
tttr injury, tkt headle to ker Jkn^ 

AU puuiflt'd i» tk$ ftrj$» 9J tkii ckild. 
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Her injury, — the beadle to her fin; 
All pnniihM in the perfon of this chiidt 
And all for her ; A plague opon her ! 

Eli. Thou unadvifed fcold, 1 can produce 
A will, that bars the tide of fliy fon. 

Const* Ay, who doubts that? a wilil a wicked 
will ; 

A woman^s will; a cankerM grandam^s will! 

K. Phi. Peace, lady ; paufe, or be more tempe- 

rate : , ' 

It ill befeexus this prefence, to cry aim 

The kty to there words it contained in the lafl fpeech of Conftance, 
vrhcrc fhc alludes lo the denunciation in ihc Jtcond commandment^ 
of vijiting ikt tniquitia oj the parenli upoa ihc childicu, uolo the 
THULO mud FOUKTH gt%ermtion" 8cc. ' , | 

Tbon Bonlrottt injnrtr of heaven and earth! 

This ia tby eldefi fon'i fon, 

o « » * «. * 

•c Thy fins are vijitd in this poor child | 

The canon of Ike law is laid 00 him, 
** Being but tlie fnorut grnnation 

Removed from tby Uu'concciving womb." 
Voung Arthur is here reprefented as not ooly fuffering frm the 
guilt of hit grandmother; but, airo, by l«r, in perron, file being 
made the very inftrument of his fuffcrin-js. As lie was not her 
inmtdUttt but REMOVID ijfut — the Jecond ^tntrgtion Jtom ktr Jtw 
i^iudvhig flr9iiil-ii.it might have been cxpeAed, th^t the evili 
to which, upon her account, he was obnoxious, would have in- 
ddtutmlfy bcfalien him ; inRead of hi^ being punifbed for them ill, 

by ker immediate injlidion He it not only plji;ued on account of 

her fiD, according lo the threa;euio§ of ihc commandment ; but, 
flic is pufcrved alive to l^r ftttnd gmtrmlitn^ to be the inftrumeqt 
of infli&ing on her grandchild the penalty annexed to her fin ; fo 
that kt is pfeij^ufd on ker accourt, and nilh her pla^ne, which is, ker 
Jin^ that is [ uking, by a common itgure, the caufc for the coa« 
fcqaence} the ptnutif tntmUd ufn H. His injurf^ or llf nil he 
Jufftrs^ lier Jin brines uptn Aim, and hfr injury^ or, iki «vil the 
infitlf, he fujfers from her, as tkt btudii it i<r Ot MffatfeafT oJ U§ 
fuiiijhmtnl mnutxtd to it* Uknliy. 
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To thcfc ill-tnned repetitions. 
Some trumpet fummon hither to the walls 
Thefe men of Angicrs; let us hear them fpeakf 
^ hofe liiie they admit, Arthur s or John's. 

TrumptU Jound* EnUr Citizens upon ihc walls* 

1 CiT. Who is it, that hath warn'd us ta the walls ? 
K. Phi. 'Tis Fiance, for JLngland. 
k. John. England, for itfelf: 

You men of Angiers, and my loving fubje£ls, — i 
&. Phi. You loving men of Angiers, Arthur*! 
TubjcAs, 

Onr tnimpet caU*d yon to this gentle parle* 
'K«JoMN. For onr advantage ;—Tberefore9 hear 
us firft. • 

* II Ul ht ferns ikis prefnctt l9 cry aim 
Tc tke/e ill-tuntdripelilwu,] Dr. Warbortoa bat weU eUcrvcd 

on one of the former plays, that to cry aim is to encouraqt. I 
once thought it was borrowed from archery ^ and that dim* 
faaving been the word of command, as mrc now fay prijtni! to 
cry aim had been to incitt notice^ or raife atteniion. fiat I rather 
think, that the old word of applaufe was J am*, / love il, and that 
to applaud was to cry J'aiRi^, which tiie EngliOi, not eafily pro- 
nouneiog Jt^ Tank into atmr, or «m. Our exclamations of applaufe 
arq fiill borrowed, as have and encort., Johnson. 

Dr. Johnfou's firft thoueht, I believe, is heft. So, in B«iniaoilt 
and Fletcher's Lovt's Curt^ or tit Martini Maidi 
. Can I cry aim 

To tbit againft myfcU? 

Ap&Uy in Churchyard's Cktrgt^ i58o, p. 8. b: 
^ »* Yet he that flands, and givtth aime^ 

*^ Maie ju$lge what (boit docih lofc the game } 
What {hooter beats the marke in vaine, 
Who fliootcth faire, who (booteih plaine." 
Again, in our author's Merry Wives of \yindJor^ Vol. V. p. ti3, 

where Ford (ays: and to ihcfe violent proceedings all 

. my neighbourt fliall try ««.** See the note on that paflag«. 

Stibvini. 

! fif g«r §49§iU§fis^TktriJori^ htw as /rji.] If w« iead-«. 
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Thefe flags of France, that are advanced here 
Before, the tyc and profpc^l of your town. 
Have hither march*d to your endamagement r 

The cannons have their bowels full of wrath ; 
And ready mounted are they, to fpit forth 
Their iron indignation 'gainlt your walls; 
All preparation for a bloody fiege, 
And mercilcis proceeding by thefe French, 
Confront your city's eyes/ your winking gates ; ' 
And, but for our approach, thofe ileepiog ftones« 
That-av awaiftdo girdle you abom. 
By the compullion of their ordnance 
By this ume from their fiied beds of lime 
Had been diihabited' and wide havock made 
For bloody power to rulh upon your peace. , 
But, on the fight of us, your lawful king, . « 
Who painfully, with much expedient march. 
Have brought a countercheck * before your gates. 
To fave unicratcird your city's threatened cheeks,—* 
Behold, the French, amaz/d, vouchfafc aparle: 
And now, inltead of bullets wrappM in hre. 
To make a fhaking fever in your walls. 
They (hoot bbt calm words, folded up in fmoke,' 

for your ad-anlM^e^ it would be a moie fpccious icafon for inter- 
ttipiiiig Philip. TvtWHlTT. 

7 Confront j^ui^ eitjs na, ] The old copjr re«4^— C#»/«rl| let. 
Mr. Rowe made this necrlTaty change. SrCfVFNX. 

* — — jitfiir uiiiking /^atti ; ^ i. c. gates hafiily clofed from aa 
apprcheofioo of danger. So, in IT. Henry JF. Pkrkllt 

. And winUng leap'd into dfjrvdion " MaLONB. 

* difiiahitedy] i. e. d (lodecd, violently removed frbm their 

places :-7a word, 1 believe, ol our author's coinage. Steevcns. 

* — « — a couaiercbeck — ] This, I believe, ii oae of the ancienl 
terns ufed in the game of dicfi. So, in M«<«i/«r«f, 1598^ 

'» Port hence thyfclf, iUoii co.inttrckfcitng truM." StcEVENS. 
^ Thty O.oot tui (aln wofdi, folded up in fmoke, ] So» in our 

iUliiOi'k iiapi (ij Lucrrce : 

thhhtlficfi/mtii tfwirdtt doth mc ao right.** MiiLOXS. 
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To make a f^thlefs error in yonr ears : 
Which truft accordingly, kind citizens. 
And let us in, your king; whofe laboured (pirits, 
Forwearied ^ in this a£lion of fwift fpeed. 
Crave harbourage within your city walls. 

K.Phi. When I havefaid, makeanRverto us both. 
Lo, ill this right hand, ^vhole piotcctiou 
Is mofl divinely vowM upon the right 
Of him it holds, ftands young Plantagcnet; 
Son to the elder brother of this man, 
And king o'er him, and all that he enjoys: 
For this down-trodden equity, we tread 
In warlike march thefe greens before your town; 
Being no- further enemy to you, 
Than the conftraint of hofpitable zeal* 
In the relief of this opprefled child, 
Religioufly provokes, fie pleafed then 
To pay that duty, which you truly owe, 
To him that owes it ; namely, this young pruice : 
And then our arms, like lo a muzzled bear. 
Save in afpc^l, have all olFcnce feaTd up ; 
Our cannons' malice vainly fliall be fpent 
Againll the invulnerable clouds of heaven; 
Arid, with a blcffed and nnvcx'd retije. 
With unhack'd fwords, and helmets all nnbruisM, 
We >vill bear home that Infty blood again, • - 
Which here we came to fpont againft your town, 
And leave your children, wives, and ypu, in peace. 
But if yon fondly pafs our profferM offer, 

* Forufearied i. e. worn out. Sax, So, Cl)auccr, ia bift 
Rm»unt oj the Rojt^ fpeakiag of the maatle of Avaiice : 
*■* And if it wwftnurid^ fhe 
Would havin," kc, Stievens. 
" To him tkst owes i! ; ] i. e. ownt it. Sec oat Mthor and hif 
conieroporariet, pafbm. So, in OtktUo : 
* *• — tiiat fwect Heep 
» That thoa §m*iJ^ jAttAKf*"* Smmi* 
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*Ti8 not the roundure ^ of yOur old-fac*d walls 
Can hide you from cfur mcflengers of war ; 

Though all thefe llnglifh, and iheir diTciplinc, 
Were harbouiVl in then rude circumference. 
'1 hen, tell us, fliall your city call us lord. 
In that behalt which we have challenged it? 
Or fliall wc give the hgnal to our rage, 
And (itilk in blood to our poflefiiou? 

1 CiT. In brief, we aie the Iting of England's 
fubje£ls ; 

For him, and in his right, we hold this town. 
K.JOHN. Acknowledge then- the king, and let 
mein. 

1 CiT. That can we not: hut he. that proves the ^ 

To him will we prove loyal ; till that time, 
Have we ramm'd up our gates againR the world. 
K.John. Doth not the crown oi England prove 

the king? 

And, if not that, I bring you witneiTcs, 

Twice fifteen thoufand hearts of England's breed,— 

Bast. Baftards, and clfe. 
' A. John, To verify our title with their lives* 

K. Phi. As many, and as well-born bloods as 
thofe, 

Bast. -Some baflards too. 

* tit not the roundure, ^c. ] Rouudwi mean* the fame at the 
French rotidtur^ i. c. the circle. 

So, in AiFt h/l ky Lujly a tragedy by Rowlfft i63S : 

will (he meet our arms 

»' With an aliernatc rouninrtV* • ^ 

Agaia, in Shakfpeare's siii Sonuct : 

all thing! rare, 

«*^That hcavea'a air in thiii huge mirnt hens.** 

Snsvnii. 
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K. Phi. Stand in his face, to cQotradi^ his claim. 
1 Cit. Till yoa compound whofe nghcis worthieft. 
We, for the worthieft, hold the right from both. 
K.John. Then God forgive the lin of all ihofc 
fouls, 

That to ihcii evcrbding^ rcfidcnce, 
iJcfore the dew of evening fall, lliall fleet, 
In dreadlul iiial of our kingdom's king ! 

K. Phi. Amen, A meal-— Mount, chevaliers! to 
arm^ I 

Bast. St. George, — that fwing'd the dragon, and 
e'er fmce. 

Sits on his horfeback at mine hoftefs* door, 
. Teach us fome fence !— Sirrah, were I at home. 
At yourden.iirrah, [7oAu8TRIA«] with your lionefs,* 
l*d fet an ox-head to your Lion^s hide,^ 
And make a monder of yon. 

AusT. Peace ; no more. 

Bast. O, tremble; for you lienr the lion roar. 
K.John. Up higher to the piaui ; where we'll 
fci forth. 

In bell appointment, all our regiments. 

Bast. Speed then, to take advantage of the 

field. 

K. Phi. it ftiall be fo; — [To Lewis.] and at^he 
other hill 

Command the reft to fland.— >God, and our right ! 

[Exeunt. 

* I'd J/t an ox.kesd to /our lions kidt^j So, in ibe old fpurious 
pUjr of A. .* 

M But let the frolick Frenchman take no fcorn, 
Jf Philip iiout bin. vtiih aa £agUih horn.' 
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• * 

SCENE II. 
Tiu fame. 

Alarums and Excurfions ; then a RUreqi. Enter a 
French Herald, with trumpets, to the gates. 0 

F. H£R. Yoa men of Angiers, open wide your 
gaics.^ 

And let young Arthur, dnke ofBretagne, in; 
W ho, by the hand of France, this day hath made 
Much work for tears in many an Englifli mother, 
Whofe Tons lye fcaiter'd on the bleeding groaud : 
Many a widow's hufband groveling lies, 
Coldly embracing the difcolour'd earth; < 
And vidory,. with little lofs, doih play 
Upon the dancing banners of the French ; 
Who arc at hand, triQnq>haody difplay^d, 
'To enter conquerors, and to proclaim 
Arthur of Bretagne, England'ai king, and yours. 

Enter an Englilli Iltrald, with trumpets. 

E. Her. Rejoice, you men of Angiers, ring your 

bells ; ' 

Kin'gjohn, your king atidEngland's, doth approach. 
Commander of this hot malicious day ! 

* You mtn of Angitrit Sec] Thit fpeech ii very poetical and 
finootb, ami except the conceit of tbc vn4tv*s Imjbtmd embracing 
ikt earthy ii jaft and beauiiful. Johnson. 

' Rejoicf, yo* mtU of inci'rj, &C.J Ihc Englifh herald falls 
fomcwbat bdovr bu aDUgoniU. SUtfir armour gilt tuiti kioai js a 
poor image. Yet onr auibor bai'it agMa ia MMtktih : 

Here lay Duncan, 

huJdvirJUm lac'd with bu gtliiB kUid.** JOHMfDir. 
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Tbeir armours, that march'd hence To filvcr-bright, 
Hither return all iiilt with Frenchmen's blood; 
'1 lieic Huck no plume in any tngl'fh cred, 
That is remaved by a Halt of France ; ' 
Our colours do return in ihofe fame hands 
That did difplay them when we fuft niarch'd forth ; 
And, like a joily troop of hunttmcn/ come 
Our ludy Englifli, alt with porpled h^nds. 
Died in the dying flanghter of their foes : 
Open your gates, and give the viAors way. ' 
J CiT. ^Heralds, from off our towers we might 
behold, 

From firfl to laft, the onfet and retire 
Of both yonr arniirs ; u hufe e(|uality 
Bv our belt eves cannot be ccnlnred 
Blood hath bought blood, and biows have anfwer'd 
blows; 

Strength matched with (Irength, and power con- 
fronted power : 
Both are alike ; and both alike we like. 
One mud prove greateftr while they weigh fo even. 
We hold OQT town for neither; yet for both. 

• Aniy lUe » j<~llj lfi^'*P «f huntfmtn, 'kc] It was. \ think, one of 
the favage pradices of t'le chafe, ior all to tiaia ibcir hand* iu the 
bloiKl of , the deer, at a trophy. Johmson. 

Shakfpeare ajludes to the fame pradife in Jii/nu C^fvt 

*' Here thy hunleis ftand, 

Siga'd io thy Ijpoii, and crim/ond in Ihj Utht." 

STftVtNfe 

* Htr4Us, from pf, Sec] There three fpccches rerm to have been 
laboured. The cuizrn's U the bcft; yet bttk mlih w$ liit it a 
poor ginj»le. Johnson. ^ 

* cannot bt ccnfured:] i. e. cannot be efttmated* Our 

author ought rather to have written— whofe JuftrinUf^ or whofo 
iuMMslify^ cannot be cenfured. M.VLOMK. 
So, in King Hfr.n VI . Pan I : 

If you do lenjute tnc by what you were, 
«« Not what yonaic.** Stuvams. 

Z a 
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EnUr^ at one Jide^ King]o\\\, with his power; 
Elinor, Blanch, and the Bailard; at the others 
King Philip, Lewis, Austria, and Forca. 

K. John. France, haft thou yet more blood to 
caft away ? 

Say, fhall the current oF onr right run on ?f 

\\hoic pa(Tage, vex*d with thy impediment, 

SIkuI leave his native channel, and o'erfwcll 
Wuh courle difturb'tl even thy conliuiiig fUores ; 
Unlc^b iliou lei hib filvcr water keep 
A ] cacelul progrefs to the ocean. 

K. Pill. KTiglanci, ibou bail not iav'd one drop 
oi blood, 

In this hot trial, more than wc of France ; 
Ratlter, loU more : And by this hand 1 fwear, 
That fways the earth this cliraaie overlooks, — 
Before we will lay down our juft-boVne arms, 
WcMl put thee down, *gainft whom thefe arms we 
bear, 

Or add a royal number to the dead ; 

Giai ine: the fcroll, that tells of this war's lafs, 

V\ uU liau^lucr COUplcJ to the name of kings. 

Bast. Ha. majclly ! how hif;h thy giury towers, 
VVhcu the rich blood oi kings is let on fire! 

* 5«7, Jhall ikt cttmnl of our right rua on ?J The old copy— > 
r9Mm on, STctvfNs. 

TIte cuiior of ihc fccond folio fubftituted mv, which hat been 

Svl' pted ill tlic !u! cijucnt ciiiticMis. I <^o not perceive any need of 
ciiaujie. la The Jtrnffji we have — ^^lUt wauiitrm^ btouki,'' 

Malonc. 

I prefer the iradinf; of ihe fecond f^Iio. So, in K, Henry Vi 

" As m tiv iiieams run into one frlf fra." 
- Tlie King uoulii laincr definbc In? ni;hi .i» iur,r,ini^ cn in a 
iifttl ilun in anf int^uUr couilc, fuch at would be implied by 

luc wofd r«««. SreiviMt. 
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O, now cloth death line his dead chaps with Reel; 
T he fvvords of foldiers arc his teeth, his lani;b ; ' 
And now he fcafts, niuiuhing the llelh of men/ 
In undetermined diliercnccs ol kings.— 
Why ftaud thefe royal fronts amazed thus? 
Cry, havock, kings !^ back to the (lained i(ieid. 
You equal potents,'' ^ry-kindled fpirics! 
Then let coofufion of one part confirm , 
The o^er^s peace ; till then, blbws, bipod, and 
death! 

K. John. Whofe party do the townrmen yet ad- 
mit? 

K.- Phi. Speak, citizens, for England ; \vho*8 

your king ? 

I CtT. The king of England, when we know the 
' king. 

* mouthing ihejiejh of m«n, ] The oM copy rcadi — noufing, 

STI EVENS. 

M9ufi9g^ like many ether ancieac and now ttacouth cxprefTions, 

vva* expelled from our author's lexi bv Mr. Pope, and mnufhing^ 
wliici) he fubftituted in its room, liaslircn adopted in the rublcqu<*nt 
editions, without any fuffaciciii leaioii, in my apprthcnlion. 
M9ufi»g I roppofc, aavocking, and dcvourii^g eagerly, »« a cat 
devours a raoufe. So, in A MiJ/ummer Nigkfi Dtram: "'Well 
moui'd^ Lion!" Attain, in "tkt W^nJnJul rear, bv I lioiu,li Dci.k.cr, 
sboJ: VVhilil 1 roy was Twilling Uck and iuuar, and moufiHg 
lat venifon, the mad Greckci made boofiret of their houfet.** 

Maloni. 

I retain Mr. Pope's emendation, which is fupported by the fol- 
lowing pafTace in HamUl: " lirll mouth'd to be laft fwal- 

iQwed'" 3hakfpcarc dcfigoed no ridicule in this fpecch; and 
therefore did not 'write, (at when he «^at writing the burUfquc ia« 
terlude of Pjrauui md Tkifii^ ]'^m•^|ing, Stc evens. 

> Cry, iavoek, kingi!] That it, c«idiR4ad JUngkUr i9 frttadi 
fo, in Julius C<rfar: 

•* Crjy havock, and let llip the dogs of war." Jqhnsom. 

* Ttn ffnel pocenti, ] Folents for potentates. So, in Ant verit 
excellent and deleflakill Treatift intitMlit PhILOTUS, Scc t6oS t 

Aue of the polulit of tht i«w8,— Steevens. 

Z '6. 
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K. Phi. Know him io us, that here hold up his 
rigbc. 

K. John. In ns, that are our own great deputy. 

And bftar polfcffi 'ti of our pcrfon here ; 
Lord of our prdcnce, Anglers, dnd of yon. 

I Cn. A gicaier power than wc. denies all this; 
And, till it be undoubted, we do lock 
Our former fcruplc in our ftrong-barrM gates: 
King'd of our fears; ' until our fears, refolv'd. 

Be by fome certain king purg'd and deposed. 

I 

f 4 griMitr povftr /i«n we. denin all this; ■ ■ — 
Ktnf'd of our fea*s ; ] The old copv readtM 
/k./i»i nf 0ur ftUTS — ;^c. SrtLV tN:>. ^ 

A grf.trr f»wtr than ur, may mran, tkt Lord of iojis, viho has 
not ytt decided the fuperiority of cither army ; and titl %t "be un* 
doublel^ the people of Angiett will not opeo their gates. Si€9ri 

and ccnji 'int as /(-'i', thcv arc noi at all afraid, but arc kinf^s% 
i. c. ni.iitcrs aiid cumm^idcis, ni tiieir fcari, until their f«aift 
or doubts about the rigliifui K.iug of Englaod are removed. 

TOLLIT* 

We Aoold read, tkmnyt. What power urai this? their /<arj. It 
ii plain, therefore we (honld read > 

Kings arc our fta'^ ; 

i* e. our fear> arc the king* which at prefcnt rule u». 

Warburtok. 

Dr. Warburtoo fdw what was requiiite to make this pailage 
fenfes and Dr. Johofoa ratbcr too liaftiljr, I think, hai received his 
emendation into the teat. He reads : . 

Kihj>s are ovr fears; 

which he eaplaini to mcaa, our fcari are the kings which at 
prefent rule ui.*' 

Ai the fame fenfe may be obtained \tf a auch flighter aluratiott, 

1 am more incH< ed to reads 

Kinf^'d of ' UT ff irs; 

King'd ii ufcd a> » paiticiple pafTive bv Sbakrpeare more t^an 
. once, I believe. I temembcr one inllance in Hnrj tkt fijtk^ 
AA U. (c. V. The Dauphin favs ot England • 

(he i« fo idiv kivt^d." 

It ts fcarce ncccifirv to atld, that, of^ here (as in nnmberlcfi other 
placet, ) hu the figaificatioo of, tj. TrtwHiTT, 
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^ Bast. By heaven, thefe fcroyles of Angiers ' flout 
you, kings ; 

And fland fccurely on their battlements. 
As in a theatre, whence thev gape and point 
At your indudrious Iccnes ' and a6ls dcaili. 
Your royal pretences be rui'd by me ; 



KingM of our fears;] i. e. our fears being our kingl, or ralcn. 

Am^V is :teain ufccj in K'k; Richard Us 
ilicn I am ittn^'ii again 
It is maniictt ihai the paffagc in the old cnpy is coirupt, and 
thai it mufi have been fo worded, that their jfU (hould be ftyWd 
their kings or mafters, and not they, kings or maflers of ilieir fcArs ; 
bccaufc in tbe next line metiiion is made of thefe fta^i being 
4epcjed. Mr. Tyrw hilt's emendation produces this meaning b} a 
v«ry (light alteration, aod ]», therefore, I think, entitled to a placo 
in the text. 

The following paHage in our author's Raft qJ LfUUtt^ flrongljr, 
iu my opinion, confirms iiis conjcduret 

So fliall thefe Jiwtt f larquin'i unruly fajions] be kiags^ 
and thou their flave.** 
Again, in iim^ Lrar : 

— it fecmj, flir w.t$ a queen 
Over her pajion^ u ko, molt rcbeUlike, 

•* Sought to be king o'er her.** 
This paflagc in the folio i* civen to King Philip, and in a fub- 
fequent part of this fctne, all the fpeeches of the citizens are given 
to Hubert; which I tneuiion, becaufe thefe, ^nd innumerable other 
inAanccs, where the fame error h»i been committed in that edition, 
juflify fome licence in transferring fpecchei from one perfon to 
nnoibcr. Malome, 

*' tkfft fcrojrlet •/ Angitrt — ] Zftfmlltit Fr. i. c. Icabhy 

fcropljulous ftllo'^s. 

Bcu Joofou ufbs the word in £wr]f Man in kis Humour: 

— hang them fcroyies .'" Steevens. 

* il/y0itr induftiious /cents — ] I once wifbed to read — iilujlfiousi 
but now 1 believe the text to be ri^ht. Malonk. 

'ibe old reading is undoubtedly the true one. Your incufnious 
fceocs and a6« of death, is the fame as if the fpcaket bad Caid—* 
your laborioni iniujtry of war. So, in M«cl«<i.- 

*' and put we on 

lnduJiioui foidieriliip." Sikevcns. 

z 4 
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Do like the motines of JerufaUm/ 



• Do Ith t\e mutines of Jfntfalm,] The nuUuus are the ««• 
tinars, the icitii,ious. So again, lu Hamlet: 
«* and lay 

" Worfc tljao the mu/inrj ia ihe bilboci.'* ' 
Our author liad probably read the (oHowing pafTagcs in A Corn' 
fendtoui and mojl marvtUous Hijoij of ihe iaiUr /im'i oj tie Jewes 
Cmmom-weeAe^ ifc, WiittCB ia Hebrew, byjofcph BeQ Gorion,— 
Iraoflated in»o EiigltQi« by Pet^r Morwio : I he lame Aeere the 
civil warns giew .iml incicaleJ in Jcrulalcm ; lor iltc cili/cn» ficwf 
pae ano'hcr without any uucc. tcU, oi quieiuelie. — T'lr people 
were dividrd into tkrtt petrtirt f where of the firft and bell foHoWcd 
Anani» the hig't-piicfti another part followed feditiou^ J ehorhannui 

the third moH nucl Sihimeoi ^Ilan^ hnng a pcifed godly 

mail, and ftcinc the con.nion wcalc o( Jcvulalcm governed bv ilic 
JniiiiiiuSy g-ivc over his iliird pan, that U ickc to hi'U, to Eliafar, 
bi« lonne. Eliaiar with bit compaoie'took the Temple, and the 
count about it( appoiuting of hi& men, fome to bee fpvis. fouic 
In ktrpc w.<trhc and wardc — Rut Jeliorhanan tooVe li e maikct- 
pUcc and tliccici, the iower pan of the citie. Ihen Scdimeoa, 
Ibe Jerofotimite, taotee the bighefl part of the lowne. wherefore 
bit men annoyed Jctiorhanan s parte fore wi<^i flings and (lofTc* 
bowes Betvvccne il<cle three there was alfo moft Cluci baitailes ID 
Jcrulalem lor the (p^cc of four daies. 

f itttS* campe was abootfixe fuilongs frotn the towne. Tbcttcxt 
morrow thcjr of the towne feeing Titus to be encamped upon the 
mount Olivet, the capt.fi:iC5 of the _/>,/:.'; Ht afTc-ublid I0i;cthrr, ant! 
fell at argument, evtry ruan witli nuotf t r, in ciuiinu lo tuir.t their 
tfutlty ufOM tkf Romamti^ conitrnuni^ and lalitying the fame a^tont- 
mtnt and purpofe, by fwearir.g one tO another} and fo became 
peace anion|>ft thetn Wherefore jcyning togttker, ihM before were 
tkree Jrveiall f>arii, they fel open the gales, and all il>c bell of 
them.idued out with an hoiribie tiO)fc and ibouie, liiat thcv made 
tbe Roroaines afraide withall. in fuch wife that they fled before th«. 
/idiihust which fodatnly did fet uppon them unawares.** 

The book from which I have tranfcribed tliefe paflages, was 
prin'fd in 1602, but there was a former ci'i ion. as that before mc 
ib laid 10 be ncwlv corrcded and amcuded by the lianOatour." , 
From the fpelling and the ftyle, I imagine the hrB edition of thia 
book b«d appeared before i58o. Thia allufion is not found in the 

old plav. 

Since ibis note lyas written, 1 have met wah an edition of the 
book which Sbakfpeare had here ia his thoughts, printed in iStS. 

Maloni. 
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Be friends a uhile,^ and both conjointly bend 
. Your (harpeft deeds of malice on this town : 
By eaft and weft let France and England mount 
Their battering cannon, ch|rged to the mouths ; 
Till their foul-fearing clamours ^ h^ve brawled 
down 

The flinty ribs of this contemptuous city: 

I d play inccflantly upon thefe jadca, 

Even till unfenced defolation 

Leave them as naked as the vulgar air. 

That done, diifcvcr your united ilrengths. 

And part your mingled colours once again ; 

Turn face, to face and bloody point to point: 

Then, in a moment, fortune fhall cull forth 

Out of one fide her happy minion ; 

To whom in favour Ae fiiall give the day, 

And kifs him with a glorious vidory. 

How like you this wild counfel, mighty ftates? 

3macks it not fomcthing of the policy? 

K. John. Now, by the Iky that hangs above our 
heads, 

1 like it well ; — Prance, fliall we knit our powers, 
And lay this Angicrs even with the ground; 
Then, after, fight who fhall be king ol it? 

Bast. An if thou haft tbemett^e of a king,^ 
Being wrong'd, as we are, by this peevift* town,— • 
Turn thou the mouth of thy artillery. 
As we will ours, againft thefe fancy .walls : 
And when that' we have daftiM them to the ground. 
Why, then defy each other ; and, pell-mell. 
Make work upon ourfelves, for heaven, or hell. 

* Be friends a u>iile, fcc] This advice is piven by »bc Baflard 
in the old copy of the play, though conipii2.cd in icwer aad left 
fpirlicd lines. STBtviN» 

* Tilt ikth fout-fcariag tUmmS'^ j i. e. fouUappftUing. 
Vol. VIU. p. S3, a. 9. 
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Pht. let it be fo: — Say, where will you 

airault? 

K.John. VV c from the weft will lend dedrudion 
Into this city's bolom. . 

AuST. 1 from the oorth. 

K. Phi. Our thunder horn the fonth. 

Shall rain their drift of bullets on this town. 

Bast. O prudent difcipline! From north to 
fouth ; 

Auflria and i rauce (lioot in each other's mouth : 

[Afidc, 

ril ftir them to it: — Come, away, auw ! 

I CxT. Hear US, great kings: vouchiafe a while 
to flay, 

And 1 iball (how you peace, and fair-faced league; 
Win you this city without (Iroke, or wound; 
Refcue thofe breathing lives to die in beds, 
That here come facrifices for the field : 
PerCever not, but hear nie, mighty king^. 

K.JoHN. Speak on, with favour; we are bent 
to hear. 

1 CiT. That daughter there of Spain, the lady 

Blanch.^'' 

Is near to Lngland ; Look upon the years 
Of Lewis the Dauphin, and that lovely maid: 
If lully love Hiould go in quell of beauty. 
Where fliould he find it fairer than in Blanch ? 
If zealous love (liould go in fcarch of virtue,* 
Where (l)ould he find it purer than in blauchj 
If love ambi^bus fought a match of birth, 

* Ut Udj Bbnch,] The ladjr BUnck was daughter to AU 

phonfo the Ninth, king of Caftilt, a«<l waa niece to King John 

by his fifler Elianor. SrrtvrNS. 

* // zealous levt% 8cc. ] Tjalovs Utm^ here tO fignify Ot 
injiutnctd kj moiivti »J rf/(^te». Joun:>ON. 
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Whofe veins boundricher blood than iady Blanch? 
Such as (he is, in beauty, virtne, birth. 
Is the young Dauphin every way complete: 
If not complete. O fay/ he is not (he ; 
And fht again wants nothing, to name Mrant, 
If want it be not, that flic is not he; 
He is the half part of a bleilcd man, 
Lett to be fininicd by fuch a flic 
And flie a fair divided excellence. 
Whole lulnels ut perftdlon lies in him. 
O, two fuch fdver currents, when they join^ 
Do glorify the banks thai bound them in: 
And two fuch ihores to two fuch iireams made 
one. 

Two fuch controlling bounds fliall yon be» kings. 
To thefe two princes, if you marry them. 
This union fliall do more than battery can, 
Ty our feft^rlofed gates ; for, at this match. 

With fwifter fplccn ^ than powder can enforce, 
'I'hc mouth ot paffage fliall we lling wide ope, 
And give you entrance : but, without this match, 
Tlie fea enraged is not half fo deaf, 
l ions more confident, mountains and rocks 
More free from motion; no, not death himfelf 
In mortal fury half fo peremptory, 
As we to keep this city. / 

' Ifn$t etmpMi, O The otd copy readf~//ii«l e^plitttif 
ySiJ, «ec. Coiicded by Sir T. Hanm^r. Maloni. 

* • Juch afhe;j Tlie old copy — «i (he. Stffviks, 

Dr. Ihiilby prefrribed tbai leading, which I have here refiored 
to the text. Theobald. 

• at tkit ma/cA, 

Wiik fwijier fplcen, c'c] Our author ufcs fpUen for any vio» 
leal hurry, or tumuUuout fpccd. So, io A Midfummir Ni^kt's 
Drtrnm, he applio Jpltm to the iightning. lam loatb lo think thit 
Sbakfpcare meant to play with the dotibU of UMttk for uuftUlf and 
the Mek of a gn, JoaMtOM% 
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BVST. Here's a ftay, * 

That Ihakes the rotten carcale of old death 
Oat of his tags! * Here's a large mouthi indeed, 

Tkal JkAku tht rotten carcaft of old tf'alh 

Out cj kh I rannot bvit ihink that every reaticr uiflus 

for fotne other word in the pUiC ot Jiu)^ whicii ihou^h ii may 
figoify an kinirnntt^ or that kinitt^^ U yet vcty impiopct to 
introduce the aext Hoe. I rnd i 

Hftr'i a flaw. 

That Jhakti Ike rotttn tatcaft of old dea'k. 
That it, here is a guji of bravery, a l>!aji of nifnace. Thic fuiu 
.well with the fptitt of t' c fpcech. Slay and ^«w, In a cmelcfa 
hand are not rafilv diHitiuuKhcd ; and ii tlie willing wa( obfcuve,. 
beiuga wqid Icfs ulua), wa» talily tniUcd. Johnson. 
Shakfpeare feeist to have taken tbe hint of this fpeech.fiom t2i« 
following in Tk* Famous Hi/lory of The, Stnkely, iGu5, bl. 1: 
" Why ficTc*.- a t^^afil, heic's a kinpimitevi! 

He lpcak.s ail Mun : — tut, Ici me toliow.lu^h 
** A lad as tbi^: — I bis is puiehre: 

Ev ry look, he caft», flaOicth like lightning ; 
i hereS mettle in ihii boy^ 
** He Illinois a breath ihjifctsoirr faiK on Pre: • 
VVtiy nu'v I fee we lhali have cuws iiiuccd.'* 

Fcrhapa the force of the word Jay^ it not ^xadljr known. | 
acet vitb it in i>«m«« ^ud Pytkims^ I 'xy. 

Not to prolong mj life tbetcby, for which 1 reckon not 

this, 

«♦ Bnt to fettny thing* in a Jay.** 
Perhaps bv a Jay^ the Baliard means «' a fitady^ uJnluU felhw^ 
who Ihakes," Sec. So, in Fenton'n Tragical Dtjionrjeiy bl. 1. 4to. 

1S67 : more apt to ioUow th' inclinauou of vaiiic and 

Itfcivioul dcryer, than difpofed to makle a jtayt of herfelte in the 
tiade of honeft vertue. " A Jlaj^ boweve'i fcenis to have been 
nit ant fnr fomethins; aQivi, in tbe following pafT^ge iu the 6lh 
canto of Dia) ton's baron's \^'a^t: 

Oh could ambition apprehend a jf«jr. 

The giddy cooife it wandercth in, to giditJ** 
Again, in Spenlcr's fafiy Qufen, B. II. c. x : 

lill riper ve.Tres he raughi, and rt< orn;cr ^^/jy." 
SiiakCpcaie iherc!urc, who ules wrongi ioi uioigirs^ SlC. kc. 
night have ufcJ a Jay for a Jtyr, Churchyard, lu hi$ Sitgt tff 
Ltttk^ 157S, having occaGon to fpeak of a trumpet that founded 
to proclaim a truce, fays — 

Thtt Jajt ot waire made many men to mufc/* 
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That fpits forth death, and mountains, rQclts, and 

• fcas : 
Talks as familiarly of roaring lions, 
As maids of thirteen do of puppy-dogs' 
What cannoneer begot this luliy blood? 
He fpeaks plain cannon, fire, and fmoke, and bounce; 
He gives the baftinado with his tongue; 
Our cars arc cuHgcrd; noi a uc»rci ol his. 
But bullets better than a fifl of France : 
Zoundb! I was never fo bcthunip'd with words. 
Since 1 lirfl call'd my brother s father, dad. 

JLli. JSoh, lid to this conjundion, make this 
match ; 

Give with our niece a dowry large enough ; 

I am thcrcforr convinced that the firft line of FsulcOnbcidge't 
fpeecji ueeilh no cnicndaiion. SrEVvrss. 

•S/ajr, I appreheud, here (jgoifiet a Jupporttr of m c»xtfe: Herc*» 
an extraordinarj pani£aQ, that fhakct, &c. So, ia the laft aft of 
tbii play : 

** What furety in the world, what hopes, what Jlaj^ 

M When this was now a king, ;iud uow is clay 
AgaiBf in JT. Htkry VI, Part 111: 

*^ Now thou an tione, we have «io ftaff, no Jttj,** 
Againi io K. Ri haidlll : 

•* Whai^ajf had I, but Edward, and he's gone." 
Again, in Davic«*f Scw/p pj F«lly, printed about the year iSit:' 
Enghiud's fall friends, aad Ireland*! con flint //of/* 
It n obfcrvable that ptrliian in like manner, ihon^li now ^ge- 
Berally ufed to iignily an mditrent to a party, originail/ meant a 
^ike or halberd. 

Perhaps, however, our author mrant by the wordt« Here's a jf«y«< 
** Here's a fellow, who \v!nll( lie tnakcs a propofuion as 3 ft ay Of 
ttjacle, 10 prevent the eiiuliou ot blood, Ihakcs," 8cc. The Ci* 
tizen has juft faid : 

^« Hear us, icrcat Ungi, vouchfafe a wliile to jf«y, 

" And I lhall (how vou peace," kc. 
It is, I conceive, uo objection to i>'is intcrprclaiion, that an 
impidimtni or okJtmU could not fhake death, Sec. though the ^erjan 
who endeavoured 10 Jtjn or prevent the attack of the two kin^t* 
minhr. Shaktpvare ^Idom attends 10 fuch m/nuM>.«BttC lh(^ firft 
explanation appeaia to aae mote probable. MA.U>ii£ir 
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For by Ms knot thou (halt fo furely ue 
Thy DOW uiirur*d aflurance to the crowo, 
That yon green boy (hatl have no fun to ripe 

The bloom ihat proiuilcth a mighty Iruil. 
1 lee a yieltling in ihc looks of France ; 
Maik, iiovv they whilpei ; urge them, while their 
fouls 

Are capable of this ambition ; 
Left zeal, now melted, by the windy breath 
Of foft petitions, pity, and remorfe, 
CuoL and congeal again to what it was.' 

' UM setl, mtHid, ttc] We bave » very unufual, aad, I 

think, not veiy juft im.igc of :.'.:/, which, in i s liijhcH debtee, 
it Tcprcf ntcd \j\ oitirrs as a tlainc, bin by Sl»aklpeaie, as a Irolt. 
To rtpufs zeal, in tlic language ot others, is to coo/, in Sbakf^carc't 
to meil it} when it cxeni iu ulmoA power it it ^commonly (kid to 
Jbm/, but bjr Shakfpraie to be fngtttti. Johnson. 

Sure ihc vnf\ mrrns to compire ifl to metal ia a ftatc of fufiottf 

ind no. lo ditiolviag ice. S Tc ^ \ t ns. 

The alluiiou, 1 .'jiprclieiid, is 10 UiirnUitig ice ; and if this pafTagc 
be compared wilti Qiitcis y. our avuhor s plays, it will oot, 1 think, 
appear liable to Dr. Johnfnn't objedion — ^The fenfc, I conccsve« 
is, L'Jl tht now lealous and to )0u ufll- afjnlfj heart rf Vr.t ip^ 
uhuh but Imtely u as cvld on<i hard at lit, and hat ncN^ ly betn niclied 
and foftencd. JhtuU tfj tkt fc^t p$titinni of Conliancc, And pity for 
JVithur, mgain become congealed tni fr»ien. I once ibou|^ht tbat 
(* the vriudy breath of folt ^ cn;ioi.s/ kc. fhould^ be. coupled with 
the pieccdin{» wor'ls, and iclat^d to the ptopof.il made by the 
citizen of Aiigie<Si but I now believe ihit they were intended to be 
conseded, iu conftrudion, with tbe following line. — In a fub* 
fequeot feene we find a fimilar tboyght couched in nearly tbe Cane 
CSptefliont : 

*» This ad, fo evilly born, (hill cool tkt hearts 
** Of all his people, and ftetu up their zra/.** 
Here Shakfpcare doc» oot fay that zm/, when ctngt^hi^ ezerit 
ii<> iitmod power," tut. cm ihe contrary, that when it is congealed Of 
frozen, ii irafii lo cicrt Ui^If at all ; ii i> no longer zeal 
Wi: agaui meet with lUc iauu ailuliuuiu King Hturj VIII: 

Tbit iDakeft.bold aioutbt: 

Tooguet fpii their viutiek out. and ifU ktmtsjrtni 
' AUigimtt in them.'* 
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1 CiT. Why anfvver not the double majcflics 
This friendly treaty oF uur tiiicaiciv'd town ? 
K. Phi. Snt. k Lugiaud liril, ihaL ham bcca for- 
V. aid fiiu 

To fpeak unto this city: What fav voii ? 

K. John, li tiiat the Dauphin there, thy princely 

fon, 

Can in this book of beauty read/ 1 love, 
Her dowry fliall weigh equal with a queen : 
For AnjoQ,^ and fair Touraine» Maine, PoiAiers, 

• 

Both zeal and altrgiance therefore, we fee, ia the language of 
Shakfpeare, are in their iughcft ftate 'of exertion, when mtUidt and 
Tcpreflied or diminifhed, whea Jroun. The vrord frtnt in the 
paflfages juft quoted, (hews that the allufiooU not, as bat been fug* 
gefted, to mflils, hui to ice. 

The ob(cuhiy of the prcfcat pajTagc arifes from our author rufe 
of the word uel, which ii, as at were, pcrfonificd. Zj»l$ tf it be 
linderflood Aridly, cannot ** cool and congeal again to what it 
tt'flj," (for when it cools, it ceafcs lo he '.fn!,] tliou^i a f'ljon who 
i» become waim aad zciiloua in a caufc, uiay at'tci vvards become 
cool and indifferent, «i hi wm, before he was warmed. — •« To what 
it was,*' however, in our author's licentioiit language, maf mean, 

to what it was, htj^u it turns uaL" Maloni. 

The uin(ij breath thai will cool mriah iv a Jlalt of fufxon^ pro- 
dncrs not the clieds ol f^pft. I am therefore vet to learn, how 
• » the Joft ftiilions of Conjlance^ zad fitj for Arthur," (two geuilc 
agents) were competent to the aft of /rmnr^. ~ There is fareljr 
fomewhat of impropriety, in employing JFeeMtei to do the work oif 
Boreas. Steevens. 

* Can in this look oj^htauiy rtad,] So, in ?tutUt% 1609: 

Wtf fac!^ the hok of praifcs," &:c. 
Again, in Macbeth : 

^ Your iny thane, ii as a where men 

«« May um4 firange matters.** MalOne. 

* /«r Anjou, ] in old editions: 

For An\»ier$, avd Jan Tourainet Maint^ FiiQUrt^ 
And all that wt upon tki$ Jidt Ut 
(Except this city now hj w befieg'd,) 
iflnd liable, ire, 

Wbat was the city iilitgti^ but Angiers? lUog John agree! .to five 
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And all that we upon this fide the fea 
( Except -this city now by ns befiegM, ] . 
Find liable to oar crovm and dignity, 
Shall gild her bridal bed ; and make her rich 

111 titles, lionouis, and promotions, • 
As flic in beauty, cdncaiion, blood. 
Holds hand ^^ith any princcls of tlie world. 
K. Phi. What fay'il thoo, boy? look in the lady's 
face. 

Lew. 1 do, my lord; and in her eye 1 find 

A wonder, or a wondrous miracle. 

The (hadow of myfelf formed in her eye ; 

Which, being but the ihadow ot your foo« 

Becomes a fun, and makes your fon a (hadow: 

I do proteft, I never lov^d myfelf. 

Till now infixed 1 beheld myfelf. 

Drawn in the flattering table of her eye.^ 

f W'hifprrs with Blan'CH. 
Bast. Drawn in the flattcrin« tabic of her eve ! — 

Hanc^'din the frowning wrinkle ol her browi— 
And quartered in her heart! — he doth efpy 

Himfclf iove*s traitor : rbis is pity now, 

up all tie held in trance, except the city of Angieri, which he now 
bcfiegcd and laid claim to. But could he give up all except Angicrs, 
and give up thai vooi Anjtu wa« one of the provinces which tho 

Engliih lid i ill France. Thfobaid. 

Ml. Theobald found, or oii<;hi have found, the reading which he 
would introduce as an emendation of bis owDi in the elder play of 
JCtug J>'i%^ 4io 1391. Steevcms. 

See alfo p. Si8, n. 8. MALONi. 

* Drawn f» ikt Jlttifing ubic •/ Ur ejr. ] So, ia AlCs witi tUi 
0M4t wtU: 

— ~ to Tit and iravf 

His archeJ browt, his hawking eye, his curls, 
** In ourbean*s tmkU.** 
TnUt is pitturc, or, rather, the board Ot camnt oa which any 
objea* i» paiaud. Jakktm^ ¥u SxiBviiit* 
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That haog'd. and drawn, and quarter^, there 

fhpuld be. 
In fuch a love, fo vile a lout as he. 

Blanch. NJy uncle's will, in this rcfpccfi, Is miuc: 
If he (ec auglu in vou, that makes him like, 
Thai any thin^ he (ces which moves his liking, 
I can with rnfe irandaie it to my will; 
Or. if you will, (to Ipcak more properly,) 
I will enforce it eaOly to my love. 
Furiher I will not flatter yOu, my lord. 
That all 1 fee in you is worthy love, 
.Than tbis,-:-tbat nothing do 1 fee in yon, 
(Though chn.rliih thoughts themfelves ihould be 

your judge,) 
That I can find (bould merit any hate. 

K. John. What fay thcfc young ones ?^ Whatfay 

ybn, my niece? • • 
Blanch. 1 hat llic is bound in honour dill to do 
What vou in wildom ihall vouchfafe to fav. 
K. JoH^• Speak then, prince Dauphin; can you 

love this lady? 
Lfw. Nay, afk me if 1 can refrain from love; 
For I do love her mofl unfeigne lly. ' 
. K.John. Then do 1 give VolqueiTen,^ Tootainef 
* Maine, 

Poi&iers, and Anjou. thefe five pioviiices, ' 
With her to thee ; and this addition more. 
Full thirty thoufand m'arks of Kngliih coin.—' 

'> — — Volquijfen^ ] This is the ancient name for the country 
now cilUd tit Vtah i io Latin, P»gtu f$l6f^wi* That part of 
it called the Ntnum Fata, was iti dilute bciwcco fhilip and John. 

' SrtKVENS. 

This ancl the fubfcquent line (except Ul« WOfds, do I giva") 
arc taken irom ihc old 2^1* .M4i.0M^* 

Vol. XI. ' A ^ 



954 K I N G J O H N. 

Philip of Fiance, if thou be pleasM withal, 
Cominand thy fon and daughter to join hands. 

K. Phi. It likes us well; — Young princes, clofc 
your hands. ' 

AuST. And yonr lips too ; for, I am well affur'd, 
That 1 did fo, when 1 was firft affur'd. ' 

K. Phi. Now, ciiiiens of An giers, ope your gales. 
Lei in that amity which you have made; 
For at faint Mary's chapel, prefendy. 
The rites of marriage ihali be folemniz*d.— • « 
Is not the lady Conftance in this troop ?~ 
1 know, ihe is not; for this match, made up. 
Her prefence would have interrupted much 
Where is (he and her fon ? tell me, who knows* 

Lew.. She is fad and paflionate at your highnefs* 
tent.* 

K. Phi. And, by my faith, this league, that we 
have made. 
Will j^'ve hrr l.idnefs very litde cure— 
iirother of England, how may we content 

T .^—tvoi^ fti^ttu thfi jTMr See Tie Wmter*s t§U% 

Vol. X. p. 17, n. 9. Malomb. 

• / an well aff^ur'd, 

That I did Jo, whfn / um Jirfl afTur'cI. ] Affur'd H here nfcd 
boih in \\*> comaion fcnfe, and in ati uncommuu onr, where it 
fignifics ajiancid^ fntfShH. So, i« Tii'C§m*df §f £tr§rs r 

•« ^—.called me Dromio, fworc 1 wm Mjfm*d to her." 

Stfevens. 

9 Shf iifad nr.d p.Tfrionnlc fl/ Towr hi^^h^ffi /'»/.] Pafficn'tlf. in ihi$ 
inflsinte, dock noi tigniiy aiJp'JtU lu angft, but « pity la mournjul 
ftn/»tton»^ So, in Beaumont and Fletclier*t Wtt mfiMi M»mtft 

. *» 1 hou ;ut pttfjionatf, 

»* Haft been brou^lu up with gir's " STErvKNS. 

Arftin, in the old pUy cucitlcd Jh$ Jrut Trmgtiit oj Rickmrd duit 
tj lorkt^ 1600: 

TcU me, good madam, 

Wby if jroor gra<% fo ptfi^Mte of lale?** Malokb. 
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This widow ladv ? In licr rinlit \vc came: 
WhicLi we, God knows, have turn'd anucher %vay» 
To our own vantage. 

K. John. \Vc will heal up all: 
For we'll create young Arthur duke of Uretagne, 
And carl of Richmond ; s(nd this rich fair town 
We make him lord of. — Call the lady Conflance; 
Some fpecdy mefifenger bid her repair 
To our folemnity : — I truft we fliall, 
If not fill up the mcafure of her will, 
Yet ill (omc iiicafurc fatisfy her fo, 
That we ihail Rop her exclamation. * 
Go we, as well as haflc will iuffer us," 
To this unlook'd for unprepared pomp. 

[Exeunl all but the Ballard. — Tkc Citizens relirt 
from the wnlls. 

Bast. Mad world! mad kings! mad compofi-, 

tion ! 

John, to ftop Arthur's title in the whole, 

Hath willingly departed with a part i * 

And France, (whofe armour confciirnce buckled on : 

Whom zeal and chanty brought to *tfae fields 

As God's own foldierj rounded in the ear' 

* departed with a pari:] To part and to depart Mfctc for- 
merly fynonymom. So« io Epttf Man in kit Himcwrt *• Faith, 
fir, I can hardly with ready money.'* Again, in LvfTjf 

Woman in ktr Humour, 1609: Sfac'll fcfTO under Ilim.tiU «U«tb 
m difart." SiiEVCNS. 

' rounded in (He tar — ] i. e. whiXpered in the ear. This 

phrafc is frequently ufed by Chaucer, as well as later wiiicrs. So, 
in LinguM^ or A Combat tf Ike Tongue^ &c. 1607: ^* I Uelp'd 
Herodotus to pen fomc part of hU Mufes; lent Pliny ink to n tire 
his hiflory, and ronmlej Rabcl.ii< in the far when he hiltoti&ed 
faotagruel. " Again, in T/^ Syanijh Tragedy: 

FortliwiUi Reveuac flie romdtd me f ll* ur, ** 

STimm* 

4^ a a ' 
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With tbat fame parpofe- changer., that'fly devil ; 
That broker, tbat (Uil breaks the pate of faith ; 
That daily break-vow; he that wins of all. 

Of kings, of beggars, old men. yonngmon, maids;— 

Who having no external thing to lofc 
But the word maid, — cheats the poor maid of that 
Tbat Imooth iaced geuiienian, tickling comiuo- 
dity, — 

Commodity, the bias of the world ;^ 
The world, who of itfelf is peifed well, 
Made to run even, upon even ground; 
Till this advantage, this vile drawing bias* 

• 

* Who having no txitmal iking to hfe 

But the word maiJ^— cheats Ihr poor maid of that ; ^ The con- 
Arudion here appeari extremely har(h to our ears, yet 1 do uot 
believe there it maf comiptioat for I have obferred a fimibr 
phrafeology in ot!ier placet in ihefc plnys. The conftruAion is, — 
Commodity, he ihat wins of all, — hr that cheats the poor maid of 
that only external thing (he has to lofe, namely the word maid, 
i. e. her ciMilllty. Wkp levts; ii ufcd at the abfolme eafe, io the 
feofe of *« they having — ; " and the wordt who hadng no ex- 
ternal thing to lofc but the Word maid,** are in fome meafurr pa- 
xcntbeticali yet they, caaoot with propriety be included in a pa> 
Tenihefif, becaufe then there would remain nothing to wlrkh the 
relative that at the end of the line could be rcferre(f. In Tig 
Winter's Tale, are the foUowiog liaes^ ia which we find a iiniilar 
phrafeology : 

This yonr fon- In-law, 

And fon nnto the Iting {«Um heavem direAing,) 
•» It troth. plight to your dmnhter. " 
Here the pronoun tvhnm it ufed for iim». at wk§f ia the paiTage 
before US, it ufed for they, MALONl. 

* Commodity, iht biat •/ fir wirMi ] CtumiUf it inteteH. So, 
fa D^mn Mi PfiktMs, ' 1 58e ; ^ 

for vcrtue's fake only, 

** They would honour fricndlhip, iand not for ctwuffiitft* ** 

Again t 

» I will ufe bit fiicndOiip to mint own cmmodUit,** 

SrciVENt. 

So, in Cupid' i W kirltgtg^^ i&oT : 

»• O the world u like a fyas bewle, and it mnt all oa die rich 
seal fidet. ** Henocksox* 
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Tliis fway of motion, this commodity, 
Makes it. take head from all indiffcrcncv. 
From all dircftion, purpule, courfe, iuteat: 
^nd this iarae bias, this commodity,- 
This bawd, ihis broker,^ this all -changing nvordi 
Clapp'd on the outward cy« of fickle France, 
Jiath drawn him'from his own detcrmin'd aid/ 
From a refolvM and honourable war. 
To a moft bafe and vile- concluded peace.— 
And why rail I on (his commodity? 
But for becaufe he hath not wooM me yet: 
Wor that I have the power to clutch my hand,* 
When his fair angels would falate my palm; 
But for my hand,^ as unattempted yfct. 
Like a poor besgar, raileth on the rich. 
Well, whiles 1 am a beggar, I will rail, 
And fay,— there is no fin, but to be rich; 
And being rich, my virtue then fhail, be. 
To fay,- — there is no vice, bnt beggary: 

^ — ri^ii broker,] A hroKtr in old laoguage meant 'a /UR/ ot 
prQCwtfi. See a note on Hamlet^ Ad 11. 

«• Do oot beUeVb bit vows, for thef art lr«lm,** &e. 

M ALONE. 

' from his Own dttermin',1 aid,] Tbc word eytt in the line 

po-ecerling, and ihe word o:i n, which can ill agree with aid, induces 
me to O.iixV. that we ought to read — his owa determiDed 
inAead of aid* Has ewa tud is little better tbaa noofenfe. . 

M. Mason, 

• rlutch my hantly] To tluiek my hand, is to clafp it clofc. 

So, in Mfff flirt for hUafurt: *♦ — putting the hand inlo the pocket, 
and extradin^ it elutcked." Again, in Ar^ionio's Rtvtng$y i6oa : 

The fift of ftrcnuotts veogeaoce is e/alci*^.** 
See alfo note on Macl^M, Ad II. fc. i. Steevens. 

» But for, tc. j i c. becaufe. So, in Tke two GenUmm •/ F«r#M» 

•* I curfc myfelf, /*r ihejr are feat by me.'* RCED. 
Again, ia Vtkfllos ' 
-~ or fof I am decltn'd 
M Into tbc vale of yeait.*^ Maloms. 

A a 3 
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Since kings break faith upon commodity, 

Gain, be my lord; for I will worfliip thee ! [Exit. * 



ACT. 111. SCENE I. 
* 

The fame. The French Kind's Tent. 

m 

Enter Constance, Arthur, and Salisbury. 

Const. Gone to be married! gone to fweac a 

peace ! 

Falfc blood to falfe blood joined! Gone to be 
friends ! 

Shall Lewis have Blanch? and Blanch thofe pro- . 
vinces ? 

It is not fo ; thou haft mifpoke, mi/heard ; 
Be well advis'd, tell o'er thy taic again: 
It cannot be; thou dofl but lay, \ib io; 
I trult, I may tiot trult thee ; for thv word 
Is but the vain breath of a conmioii man: * 
Believe iiic, 1 do not believe iiicc-, man; 
I have a king's oafh to the coiurarv. 
Thou (hail be puniihM for thus frighting me, 
For I am fick, and capable of fears ; ^ 
Opprefs'd with wrongs, and therefore full of fears ; 

* In the old copy the fccood iid extendi to the end of the 
fjpcecb 'of Lady Couftaacc in the next fecnc, at the c«inetttS4»n of 

%vliif!i ihe throws licrfclf on ilic j^toiunl. The prrfcnt divifioa 
which was made bv Mr Idtoh.ihl. aud has hccu adopted by lllC 
fubicqueni cUiio^s, it cciuiuly tight. Maloki:.. 
See Mr. Tbeobald*t note, p. 365. Steevens. 

* f-or I mm Jktk, and capable •/ fi^'^i] «• I have % flrong 
Jtnfikilit) ; I am ircrtiblin^ly ;ilivc to jpprchoilioii. So, in Uamltli 

His lortn and caufc coiijoin'd, preaching to ilouet, • 
«« Would make them m^«»/«.** Maloni« ^ 
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A widow/ hurbandlefs, fubjeft to fears; 
A woman, naturally born lo fears : 
And though thou now coafefs, thou didClbttt jeft« 
With my vex'd fpirits I cannot take a truce, 
But they will quake and tremble all this*dav. 
Wh^t doft tbou meat] by ibaking of thy head ? 
Wby doft thoji look fo fadly on my fon? 
Wbat.means tbat hand upon that breall of thine? 
Why holds thine eye that lamentaWe rheum. 
Like a proud river peering o'er hib bounds?' 
Be thefe fad figns'' coniirmcrs of thy words? 
Then fpeak again; not all thy lunner tale, 
But this one word, whether tny talc be true. 

Sal. As true, as I believe, you think them falfc, 
That give you> caufe to prove my faying true. 

Const. O, if thou teach me to believe this for- 
row, 

Teach thon this forrow how to make me die ; 
And let belief and life encounter fo. 
As doth the fury- of two defperate men, 
Which, in the very m.eeting, fall, and die.— - 
Lewis marry Blanch ! O, boy, then where art thou ? 

* A vnil§m,] This wai not tbe fafi. Conftancc, wat at thU 

time married to a third hu(band, Guido, btoihcr to the VifcoLint of 
Touart. She had been divorced from berfccood bult»Bd, Raaulph, 
Earl of Chcfter. Malone, ^ 

* Uh m fr§ui rhir pttnug 0*tr iii l»tt«d!i f ] Tbit feeroi to have 
btca, imitated by Marfton, in hit ImfmUmU Countejt^ i<o3: 

Then how much raoie in me, whofe jrouthful vcini, 
Liit m proud river o'trjiow iktir kouiidi-^—.," 

« XiALON*. 

* B* iktfi fad figiia«*) The /•ijiffu arc, I4« jRaltaf f/ 4i« A<«<l, 

iki foyi"^ ftif hand on his brtafly iikc. We bave again the fame 

words in our author's Venus tnd Adanis: 

So Oie, ai tbcfc J»d jig** exclaims on death.'* 
Mr. Popt awl tht fubfe^ucat editors rcad-^iic li«/r f»d fighs-«fcc. 

Malonx. 
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France friend with England! wbat becomes of 
me? — 

Fellow* be gone; I cannot brook" 'thy fight; 
This news hath made thee a mod us^ly man. 

Sal. What other harm have 1, goo'l iacly, done, • 
But Ijjoke the harm that is bv others done? 

Const. Which harm within itltlf lo U^nous is, 
As it makes harmful all that Ipcak ot it. 

Arth. 1 do bcfccch you. madam, be content. 
. Const. If thou* ^ that bid^ft me .be content, wcrt 

grim, 

Ugly, and Uand'rous to thy mother's womb^ 
Full of unplca&ng blots, *' and Ughtlefs ^ (lains. 
Lame, foolifh, crooked, fwart,* prodigious,' 

' // /AoB, Sec. ] Mafliager appears to have copied ihit paiTagc ia 

If thou hadft been born 

»*• Drfonn'H and cinokcd in the features of 
•> lliy bodv, as ihe mauiiert of thy mind} 

Mooi-ltp'd. flat'iiot*d« fee fee. 

I had bjeea bkft.* Stikvcms. 

• l/e/f. anV /lantTrous to tky inothf(r*t WOf&b. 

Full »/ mpUm^vg Uou,J So, ia our auibor't R^ft tj LMtuett 

The bUmifli that will never %e foT((ot,'' 
•« Worfe than a lUvijb wipe, or ltrlA.i«ar'i '* 

MALONr. 

•■ -Jchtlf/i — ] The poet ufes fi([httrfs for that which VO 

now exprefi by unji^kllj^ diiagrccable to the eyes. )ohnson. 

.* —~-'Jwsrtt] Su'gri '\% brown, iacliniog lo black. So, in 
X. Hituy VI. Part I. KB. I. fc. U: 

•» And whereas I wat black snd fwarl before.*' 
Again, in 7Ar Cometh} of Errnrs, \8t III fc. ii : 

Swarl Itkc my Uxoe, but her face iioihiay fo clean kept. '* 

Sr»i-vtHS, 

* —-^^tdigi^us,] Thai it, ptrttniouit fo deformed as to be 
taken for a Jottlahm of £viL Johnson, 

lo this fenfe it it ufed by Occkcr, ia the firft pan of Xk$ H§Mjt 
Yfkttfy 16.04: 
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PatchM with fool moles, and eye-oSending lirarks, 
I would not care, I then would be content ; , 
For then 1 (hould not love 'thee ; no, nor thou 
Becdme thy great birth, vnor deferve a crown. 
But thou art iair; and at thy birth, dear boy! 
^Jature and fortune join'd to make thee great: / 
Of nature's gifts ihou may'fl with lilies buaft. 
And with the half-blown role : but fortune, O ! 
She is corrupted, chang'd, and won from thee ; 
She adulterates hourly With thine nncle John; 
And with her golden hand hath pluck'd on France 
To tread down fair refpefl of fovercignty, 
And made, his majefty the bawd to theii'sJ 
France is a bawd to fortune* and king John ; 
. I'hat ftmmpet fortune, that afurping Joh^:-^ 
Tell me, thou fellow, is not France forfwom ? 
Envenom him with words; or get thee gone, 
And leave thole woes alone, which 1 alone, 
Am bound to underbear, 

Sal. Pardon me, madam, 

1 may not go without you to the kings. 

Const. Thou may'il, thou ihait, 1 will not go 
with (]bee : 
I will in(lru£l my forrows to be proud; 
For grief is proud, and makes his owner dont.^ - 

*• —.— yon comet fliewt'lii%head again ; 

•( T#'icc hatli be thai at crorMurat thrown on ni 

»» Frodigious looks." 
Agua« in Tht Rtvtn«tr'} Tragedy, 1607 : 

«• Ot$r whofeSoof hangs ihii proJigiots comet." 
Again, 'in Tkt EHgtiJh AtfdU^ by Jarvit Markham, 1607! 
«* O, jt%s 1 was frodigious to tby birth-right, and at a blaaing ftar 
nt thine utilooV'd for funeral." STfMTNS. 

* — — makts kis ovmr ftoui. J The old editions have — nuties Us 
pwner Hoop : the emendation is Sir T. Hannier*i. JORNtON. 
So, in Danirt^ C ril ir,<r!, B. VI: 

•« full with Jltut gfitj and with d|fdainfill woe," STX£V£Nf . 
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To me, aod to tb< fiate of my great grief* 
Let kiu^b afifemble ; ^ for my griefs fo great, 

Our auihor lias rendered tbis paffagc obfcure, by indulging 
bimfcif io oiif oi ihofe concern lu wbtch he too aauch deiighu, 
aod by bounding rapiJly, with hit ufuAl licence, from one idea lo 
another. Tbit obfcurity induced Str I . Hanmer for Ji^of to fub* 
ilifuie jlout ; a rca iiMc; that appears lo me 10 bavc been 'too bafUlf 
aUopicQ liie luble<|actii ntii ons. 

Ttic coufu&on aiiict from ti>c poei't having pcrfonificd grief in 
the firO p4rt of the paU.i^e. and fuppohug 0\k afilided perfon 'to 
be howl J to the eariM by iliai pride or b»ui;iainc (<• which Grict is 
fuid lo poir.fs; aiiJ f>v luki ic I'lc aiiiiclcu pciion, in the laitcr 
pan of ifie pafl.i^e, uduaird bv t)ii& very prioc, and exacting the 
fane kind of obeifance fiora othcts, that Gri^f baa exaded from 
her.<— 1 wili not go (Tay^ Couftance) to thcfckingi; I will\^ucli 
niv lorro vs to be piood; for Grief is proad, and makes ll»e af- 
flicted jioo/ti UkicIoic bcre i Uirow myfclf, and let them come to 
me.'* Here, h^d (he flopped, and thrown herfelf on the ground, 
and had noibing more been added, however we inij;bt havo 
difappfovcd of ific conceit, we fhouM have had uo Icnptaiion 
to diilurb the text. But the idea ol tliiowing licrfcU ou the 
giouud tuggells a new image i and becjufe her ^attlj grief it fq 
gfcat that uothing but the huge earth can fupport It, flie confidcrt 
the ground as lier tkrtfjuti and tiaving thus inveUed herfelf. with 
rcgat dignity, fhc as queen io mijtn^ as pofTciriii^ (lik.e Irooicn) 

ihe (uptcuic ciown of grief, " calls ou the princes of the world 
to bow down before her, at Ihe hat berfelf been btwii d9tn by 

affi.ciioa. 

Such, I think, was the procefs that paOfed in the poet's niind; 
which appears to me fo clearly to explaiu the tCKt, that 1 fee uq 
veafon for departing from It. Malonb. ' 

• T§ m*^ and to tie jlatt of my great griej^ , 
Ut 'kingi affemblt i j In tfacA md9 sboui JVfflltef, tlie father of 

Hero, depreffed hy her difgrace, declares liimrelf fo fubdued by 
gritf ih.u J thrfjj may lead Ai/i. How is it ihr.t grief in Leonato 
and Lkdy Cu iii^nce pio iuccs clfeds dircdly oppohie, and yet botli 
agreeable to nature^ Sorro^ Cofient tbe mind while it it yet 
\va iiie t bv hope, but hardent U when it is coitgealcd by defpair. 
D.llicU, wliiU- there rrmiins aiu- profpcfl of relief, i^ wejk and 
flexible, but wticn uo luccoar retuaius, is fcailef* and Ilubboru $ 
an^ry alike at tliofe that injure, and at thofe that do not help i 
carelcfs to pleafe where noiiiin«r can be gained, and fearteft^ to 
oifciid wben i!ie e is notliin^ fii iher t«» he dreaded* Sucb wat ' 
this waicc't kuo.wledgc of tUc pailiouA. JoMit:»ON* , 
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• 

That no fopporter botthe bugc firm earth 

Can hold it up: here I and forrow fit;' 

Here is my throne, bid kings coiue bow to it.' 

[ She ihivws herjtlj on the ground. 

* — ~ km I and forrpw Jitf] The old copy hn—ftiirowt, 

STEIVfNS. 

A flight corruption hat htre dcftroyed a heauliful image. T.hcre 
'is DO poetical rc.ider that will uoc join with' me in reading-* 

•» here 1 and Sorrow fit." M. Ma&on. 

Petliap^ we fhould read — Htre I and forrow ftf. Our nuthor 
mij^ljt have intended lo perfoaity forrow, ai Marlowe had done 
]i»efore bim, in bi» Khg Edvrd lit 

While I am lodg'd within this cave of care« f 
*♦ Wlicrc Sorrow at my elbow flill attends " 
The iraulcnbcr'k ear might cahly have deceived hitn, the tWQ 
reading!, when fpoken, .founding ex^dly alike. So, we findintiie 
qnaito copf of K. Henry IV. ?, Ix * 

»* The mailed Mars (hall on his altars fit, — " 
inftead of-^ihall on hit aitar iit. Again, in the quarto copy of the 
fame play we have^mon^ous JtmtU^ inftead of — mooAroui cmnth. 
In this conjefiure I had once great confidence'; but, a pre{edin^% 
line— 

I will inflrutl my Jor rows to be proud," 
now appears to me to render ii foraewhat diiputable. 

Perhaps our author here remembered the defcription of Elt<Sbeth« 
the widow nf K i tdwaid IV. given in an old book, that, I be- 
lieve, he liad read : " llic (juccn fat alone below on the lujhes, al 
delulaie and dilmaide ; whom the Archbilhop coiuforicd it) the beft 
naotier that he coulde.** Contiooation of, Harding'i Chronicle, 
1543. So alfo, io a book already quoted, that Suakfpeare appear* 
to have read, A cvmpendious and mOji marvelvvs hijlory of the latter 
timu of t 'if J ewes Commonvealt : *^ All ihofe things wlieo 1 loieph 
beard lydings of, 1 ure my head with my band, and cait ifhet 
upon my beard, jilting ta grtml forrow nfi9u the ground." Malonk. 

' bid tings comi' low lo it. ] I nuift here account for the 

liberty I have taken to m^kc a change iu the divihoit of llic fccoud 
and third ads. Id the oUl editions, the fecood a£t was made to 
end here ; thpugb it is evident Lady Conflance here, io her dcfpair,' 
feati herfelf on the floor: and (he mud be fuppofed, a* I fotmcrly 
obfcrvcd, itntncdiatclv to rife acain, oulv to go olf and ei d tlie 
»ci decently } or the jiat fcene mult Ih.Jt liei in tioiu i.!tc light of ihe , 
audience, an abfordity I cannot wiOi to accule Shakfpeare of. Mr. 
Giblon and fome other critick^ fancied, thata confidcrable partof the 
lecood aft was loft I and that the Uudm began hccc. 1 i^ad joiaei^ 
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Enter Kipg John, King Philip, Lewis, Blancs, 
Elinor, Baftard, Austria, and Autndanti. 
K. Phi. ' l is true, fiair daughter; and thisbUffed 

Ever in France (hall be kept fcQival: 

in this furp^ioD of a fcene 01 two being loft ; and unwittingly drcwr 
Mr. Pope into thi* error. ••It feents to be To, (fayt he,) and it 
lircre to be wifli'd the rtfitrti ( meaniog ni«) could fupply it." To 
dcfcrvc lilts creat mun'* ihatiks, I will venture at the talk; and 
hope to convince my readers, that nott.ing ik loft; but that 1 have 
fupplied the fufpcfied chafm, only by redif) iug the divifion of the 
adi. Upon looking a little more narrovrif into the couliiiuiion of 
the play, I am fatisHcd that the ihiul aft ought to begin uiih ihat 
fcene which has hitherto been accounted the laft of the tecond ad : 
and nay reafons for it are thefe. The roaicli being concluded, in 
the fcene before tfiac, betwixt ibe Dauphin and Bbmh, a m^llcnger 
is fent for Lady Conftancc to fCing l'hi!ij>'» leni, for hifr to come 
to Saint Marv^ church 10 the fo'cinnity. Ihe piiiuc< al' 1. 'J out, 
as to the marriage; and the B-ili^rd ft^yiog a litiU behind, lu de* 
fcani on intcrtil an^ commodity, very properly ends, the aA. The 
next fcene then, in the French king's tent, biings Uk,i^aIi(buTy 
delivering his melTaiijc to Conllancc, wfio, rcfufine to go to the 
folcmniiy, fets heifelf down on the Hoor. I he whole uaiu re* 
turntaig from the chorch to the French king's pavilion, Philip 
exprefles fuch fatisfaAion on ol^ anon of the bappy fu!emnii\ nf 
that Hiy, th.it ConHancc rifcs liom the floor, and joiui i the 
fcene by entering her protcft at^ainil their jov, and curhiig the 
Irofioefi of the day. Thus, I conceive, the Cceues ate iairty con- 
tinued; and there is no cfaafm-in the adion, hot a proper intenral 
made both for S'.lifV>ury'"> coming to Ladv Conftancc, and for the 
foIemnizatioQ ol the inairiagr. Bchdrs, a> Faiilconbri^kiC is 
evidently the poet's favourite charadcr, it was very wcii judged 
to clofe the tft with hit foUloqaj. Theo»ald. • ' 

Tbii tvfaole note feems judicious enough; but Mr. Theobald 
forgets there were, in Shakfpeare*s tine, no moveable fccnet ia 
common playhoufct. John»on. 

It appears from many pafljges that the aocfent theatres had the 
advantagts of machinery as wcl! as the more raodfrn ftagei. Sco 
a note on the fourth fcene of the ftfib a& of Cymhtlmt. 

How happened it that Shykfpeare himfelf (hould have men* 
tioned the ad of Jhi fling /cents, if in I i» time there were no fccoes 
capable o( bciu^ p-.ifft If -Thus in the chorus to King Unuj Yi 
Lnio Southampton xio we Jh^t ear Junt," 



.. KING J O H N; 3Gj 
• .. « 

To foleninizc this- day/ the glorious fun 
Stays in his courlc. and ])la\ s the alchcniifl ; • 
Turning, with fpleiulor of his precious eye, 
The meagre clotldy earth to glittering gold: 
The \ erirly couife. that brings this day about, 
Shall never fee it but a holyday.* 

GOX4ST. A mckcd day/ and not a holyday ! 

(Rifing. 

Thit phrafe was hardly more ancient thai) the cuftom wbicb it 
defcribet. STCEVfNS. 

* T$fitmmuUu Jay^ kc] .From this palTage Rowe fccmi tp 
bave borrowed the StA lio<» of hU Fair P$mtnt, Jounsoii* 

The firft liiiei of Rowe't tra^ed)^— 

*' Let ibis r.ufpicious dav be ever facred," %ic. 
are appareniljr ukea from Or/dca'* Vciiiou of the i^oad Satitt 
tj Ptrfiut !' • ' » 

•* Let this sttfpicious nomiag be exprell,** ke. STEEf bms. 

* — — «ad >/a/i ik$ alchcmift:] Milton ha» borrowed this 
thought : 

^ — — when with one virtuous touch 

•« fA* orcA.cifmif /un," kc. fmmiijt UJty B. III. SteeveKI. 

Sp« in our author's 3Sd 5onoctt 

" Gilding pale ftrcani with Annnfy mlchfrnf,** MA&Omu 

* Shalt ntvtr /re it kul a hofydty. ] So, in Tit Famous HiJIone of 
George Lord Fnucon'kridge, 1616: ** This joyful day of thtir arrival 
[that of Richard 1, and his miRrefs, Ciarabel.J was by the iuog 
a«d' his cotinfcU eananiud Jwf m koly-day." Malonb. 

^ 4 wichd day, kc, ] There is a paflTage in Tie H§9iJI Wk^ra, 
bv Derkrr, 1604, fo moch rcfeaU>ling the pufent, 'that I cannot 

forked quoting it: 

Curft be that day for ever, that robb d her . 
« Of breath, and me of blifs ! henceforth let it fland 

<t Within the wrimrd*s boob (the kalendar) 

II MaiVd with a marginal finpcr, to be chofcn , 

t( By thieves, by villaiul, and black murdprcri, 

«t As the bell day for them to labour in. 

«• If henceforth this adulterous bawdy world* 

It Be cot with child witi) treafon, facrilege, 

u Atheifm, rapes, treacherous fricndQiip, perjury, 

u Slander (the beggars 6n), lici (the lia of fooU)» 

■ . • «4 Or any other damn'd impictic!, 

«* On Monday let tfuin be dtlivcicd," kc, HtMOfUOM. 
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What hath this day dcferv'd? what hath it done; 

That it in poldcn letters fliould be Ice, 

Amon[; 'J^e high tides/ in the kalcndar? 

Nay, r it!^cr, turn this day out of the week 

This day of fliamc, opprcifion, perjury: 

Or, if ic mud (land lUll, let wives with child 

fray, tliat their burdens may not fall ibis day, 

Leli that theh* hopes prodirgioufly be crofs*d:^ 

But on this day, let feamen fear no wreck ; 

No bargains bteak, that are not this day made: ' 

This day,- all things begun come to ill end ; , 

Ifea, faiih itfelf to hollow wifehood change ! 

• • 

* hi^h lidtiy ] i. c. folemo fcafotis, times to be obferved 

above oilicrs. Sieevens. 

ratktr^ turn ikis dtj out of tkt wttki^ In allunou (at 
Mr. Ufiton hat obferved ) to Job ii}. 5 c Let the day pcrifh,** fcc. 
and V. 6: **'Let it not be joined to the dayt of llie yeiTt let it not 
c«ne into the namber of the monibi." Malowi* 

In Tkt Fair Tnittnt^ the imptecation of Califla on the niglit 
vrhtcU bc;ravc>l her to I.olhario, is cliicfly borrowed from thu and 
fubfequctit vciics in the l.uuc chapter of Job. Steevens. 

' * — .~— prodigiouUy he cro/s'J i. e. be difappointed by the pro- 
dufiioo of a prodigf, a mouAer. So, in A iiidfinmir KtgWi 
Drtmmt 

II \or mark f>rc dt ;ious , fiich as are 
II Uclpifcd in naiiviiy." Steevens. 

' Bui on this day, iic. ] That is, ixctpt on this day. Johnson. 
lo the ancient almaoackt ( fevcral of which I have in my poC> ' 
fcffioa ) the d<iyt fuppo'edto be favourable or unfavourable to bar- 
gains, are diflin^uilhcd among a number of other particulars of xUc 
like importance. Tliis circumilaacc is alluded- to in Wcbttcr'c 
JDucktJi of Mnl/y, 1 623 J 

H By the almaoae, I' fhink 
<i To choofe good davs and fhun the critical^** 
Again, in Tke Eldtr htoikn of Reauoioot and Fletcher: 
^mmmm—m-.^^ SO nhnaoac 
** Which thou art dailjr poring in, to pick oot' 
Daya of iniquity to coxen fooU to." Smvslisj' 

%et Mec*«a, Aa IV. lib. i. Malom.' 




Digitized by Google 



K I N G J O H N. .367 

K. Phi. By heaven, lady, you fiiall have no caufe 
To cnrfc the fair'proccedings of this day: 
liave 1 not pavvn'd to you my majelly ? 

Const. You have beguil'd me with a cpnnterfcit, 
RefembUng majefty ; * which, being touched, and 
tried,* , 

pTOvet valuelefs i You arc foifworn, forfwom ; 

You came in arms to fpill mine enemies' blood, 
But now in arms you ftrengthen it with yours : * 
The grappling vigour and rough frown of war, 
Is cold in amitv and painted peace. 
And our oppreihon hath niadc up this league:— 
Arm, arm, you heavens, againft thefe perjur'd 
kings ! 

A widow cries; be liufband to me, heavens! 
Let not the hours of this ungodly day 
Wear out the day' in peace ; but, ere funfet. 
Set armed difcord* *twixt thefe perjured kings f 
Hear me, O, hear me ! 

AuST. Lady . Conftance, peace,- 

* fim l«m teguird m tnA m counrerfeit, 

Refmbling msjf/Iyi] i. e. a lulfr coin. A e»mitrfett formerly 

{jgnified alfo a porirait. — ,\ rcprcfemaiion of ihc l^ing bring . ufnalljr 
imp/efied oo bit coiu, tbe wotd £ecins to be berc ufed equivocally. 

Maiose. 

^ Xtfrnhthg majejly! wAirl, hting touch'd, and tried,] being 
§9Mk*d — ignifiet, having the U*-kfl$%t applied to it. The two 
laft words — and tri'J, which ciraie a rruunffancy of neafurCf 
Ihouid, as Ml. Riilon oblervrs, be ornutcd. SitEVeNS. 

* T0U c»m$ tn arms to Jpill mint tnemut' hloot!, 

Bifl knv t« armt jou pe gtitn it wtk ypntit] f am afraid 
here ii a rlincb intended. Tbu cmme sn war t9 dtjtrof tti} numa^ 
hit a^if J0U Jlrinj^thtn ikem iti embraces. JOHiNbC)*. 

' Wtar out Iht day^ — | Old copy — M)f» Correded by Mr* 
Theobald. Malone. 

* Set mrmi ^ftni^ kc, ] Shakfpcaia makci Ibit bitter caife 
•ffeftfial. Joamii. 
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Const. Wart war! no peace ! peace is to me a 
war. 

0 Lymoges ! O AuQria ! ^ thou doft (hame 
That bloody fpoil : Thou iiave« thou wietch» thou 

' coward ; 
Thou Ittdd valiant, great in villainy ! 
Thou ever ftrong upon the ftrongir fide! 

1 hoa fortune's champion that doft never fight 
But when her himtourous ladyihij) is by 

1 o teach thee fafeiy ! thou art pcrjur'd too, 
And fr)uthMt up greatnels. What a foul art thou, 
A ramping fno! ; to brag, and flainp, and fwear, 
U^'on luy party! 1 hou cold- blooded Have, , . 
Hall thou Qoi I'poke like thunder on my iidc? 

' 0 Lvtnoges! 0 Auftria ! ] The propriety or impropriety of 
tbeTe UUes, which every editor haft fuffeted to pafi dnROted, de- 

fervcs a liulc i oitfi kraiio^t. Shakrpcare has, on thi» occaiibo, . 
fo lowed l><c oki play, w'li. Ii at Once fuiniihed liim with the cha« 
rader of Faulcoitb idge, au t alciilicd the deaiti of Richard I. to 
the duke of Aulliia. In the perfoo of AvftrU, be bai coajoined 
the two well kiio\ira enemies of Cccur-de-lios* Leopold, ddke of 
Auftria, threw him intoprifon, in a foniur expedition; [in ngS ] 
but lite cuille of <2hdiu£, before which he fell, I iu 1199 j belonftcd 
to Vidomar, viftnuot of Limoges ; and the aJ«oer who pierced bit 
Ihool 'cr \viih an arrow (of which wound he died) was Bertrand 
de OouTdoii I he editors ftcm hitherto to have underdood Lymoi^et* 
at bcuig an ;ippeudj^e to the title of Auftiia, and therefore ca* 
Quired no farther aboot it.. 

HoUnfhcJ fay* on this occalion : .{ The fame ycre, 'Phillip, 
baflard lonnc to king Rirha J, to whom hit father had given the 
caHell and honor of Cotnackc, killed the vifcouni of Limoget^ in 
revenge of his father*» death," Sec. Auflria, in the old play 
[ piinted in iSgi ] it called L}m9gi»y tit AmJlTiti ial<. 

With this no;e, 1 wa» favoured by a gentleman to whom I have 
yet rnoic confideiable obllsjatiorjs in regrird to Shakfpcare. Hij 
rxtenQve knowledge of iiiilory and maouctt, has fiet^ucntly fup* 
plied me with apt and nttcSary illiiftrations, at the fame time that 
his judgemeht ha» ^rr^ed jny errors ; yet fuch has hern hit cou-' 
flnni foliciiudc to remain concealed, that I know not but I may 
give obence while i indulge my own vanity in zlExing to tUti aoie 

the nana of my friend HsMtv Bla&e, Erc^. STSiv6fS« 
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Been fworn my foldter? bidding me depend 
Upon thy ftars, thy fortane, and thy ftrengLh? 
And doft thou now fall over to my I'o^s? 
Thou wear a lion's hide! doff It for ftiame,'^ 
And hang a calf^-ikin on thofe recreant limbs. ^ 



• do IT il for /hsme^] To d»f ii to J9 tjt to fni tf, So« 

in Fuimus Tfoes, \6i^: 

" Sorrow mult JoU her Ciblc weeds. " Stefvtns. 

* And iang a caU't-flcm on tktje lecreant liinbs. j Wheti fools 
were kept for^diverSon in great familief, they were' dtAin^uifhed 
by a ialfp^iyt coat, which had ihe bullous down the b^ck; and 
this they wore t!iat ihcv migfu be known for fools, and cftjpc thO 
Tcfcatmciit of thofe whom they provoked wuii ihcir wag^eiics. 
'.lo a little penny book, ioiitled Tke^Birtk^ Life^ and bt»tk of 
j^oin Franks^ with tki Pranks ke pltjtd ikon/rh a mttr to$l^ memiou 
IS ma>!e in fcv«r;i! pUccj of a calj's Jkin. In cljap. x. of this book. 
Jack is faid to have made liis appearance at his lord's tabic, havi't;^ 
then a aew calf-Jkin^ red aud white f^ioitcd. This l..d will cxp'.aia- 
the (arcafm of Conftaoce and Faulcoobridge, who meaa lo. call 
Aufivia a/tf'o/. Sir J. Hawkins. 

I may add, that the cufiom i$ ftill prcrcive ) in IreUnd ; nn ^ the 
fool in any of the leftcnJs which the mummcts a^l Cliiiftmai, 
always appears in a taif's or cow's Jkin, lo the prologue to 
Biguihd^ are the two following palUgea: 

ru make him do peaanco upon the flage in a e«j/^i*/b*a. 
Again : 

His calf's-Jkitt jcils from hciicc arc clean exil'd. '* 
Again, in the play: 

»• I'll come wrapp*d in a eelf'i-Jiin, and cry bo, bo." - 

Again: — — " I II wrap me in a roufmg r ai"^-,^in fuit, and come like 

Xome Hobgoblin." I mean axy Ckri/tmas talfs-Jiin fuit.** 

Stiivbns. 

It does not appear that Conftaoce means to call Anftria a /le/, as 
Sir John Hawkins would have it; but (he certainly means to call 
him coward, and to tell him that a colf's-Jiin would fuit his rr- 
€Ttant limbs belter than a lion's. They ftill fay of a daftardly per- 
fon that be is a t0lf»kutrUd Jtllow ; and a ran>away fcbool boy it 
ufually called a great caf/. Kjtsom. 

The fyeaker in the play [ Wily Bef^uiled] is Robin doodfelloWm 
Perhaps, as lias been fuggeflcd, ConOance, by cloathinj; Auftiia 
jn a calf't-ikin, means only to inhuuaie that he is a couaid. The 
word rnnsnt feemi to fmw f«cll a fuppofition. Malomb. 
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AUST. O, that a man fliould fpcak thofe words 

to inc! 

Bast. And haag a cairs^ikin oa thofe recreant 

limbs. 

AuST. Thou dar ft npt fay fo, villain, for thy 
Ufc. 

Bast* And hang a calfs^ikin on thofe recreant 
limbs, f 

K. John. We like hot this ; thou doll torgdt thy- 
felf. 



7 Here Mr. Pope inferU the following fpceches from the old 
play of King J9kn^ printed io igQi^ before Shakfpcarc appeavt to 
haw commcACed a writer : 

Auji. Meihinks, that Richard's pride, aod Ricfaacd'ft fall. 
Should be a precedent to iiigbi you ail. 

Fsnlt. What. words arc thcfc? bow do my fiocw* Oiake! 
» My father's foe clad in my fiaber*s fpoil! 
»• How dotli Aledo xyhifper in my cars, 
*» Dfiaj ISC/, Rithafd^ kill the v'tUtnn Jiiaigkii 
«^ Dijrc'jc km oj the mattkUJs monument^ 
Thy Jatkn*$ Irinmpk i'tr tkt Javgul—^ 
Now by bis foul I fwear,. my father's foul, 
*» Twice will I not review the raotnini's rife, 
** lill 1 have torn tbai trophy from ihy back, 
M And fplit ilty heart for wearing it fo long. ** Stibvens. 

I cannot by any means approve of the inferiion of tbefc lines 
from the other play. If they were ncceOary to ejtpinin tii grtund 



of tki BaJlarSs quarrel to Aujlrta, Mr Pope fuppofci, ihcy 
iiioul.l rattier be iiiiericd in ihc firU fcenc of t'lc fjcontf ad, at the 
tune oi tkt jaji altercatitu bciwccu tlic Uailard and Auliria. But 
indeed the ground of their quarrel feeins to be as clearly exprcffed 
in tne firft fcenc r.s in ibcfe lines; fo ttifi idcv are unneccH«r^ in 
either p'.ice ; and ihcrclorc, I ituiik, IliouUI be mrowo oui of the 
text, ak well at ilie three other lines, which have been laferied with 
M little rcalbn in Ad 111. fc. tit Thus Uth kmg Rickttd's, &c. 
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Enter Pandulph. 

K. Phi. Here comes the holy legsue of the pope. 

Pand. liail, you anointed deputies of heaven!— • 
To thee, king John, ray holy errand is. 
I Panduipfa, of fair Milan cardinal* 
And from pope Innocent the legate here. 
Do, in his name, religioully demand. 
Why thou againfl the church, our holy mother, 
So wiiluUv (loll fpurn ; aiul, loicc perlorce, 
Kr!C]3 Sicplicn Langton, chofcn arclibiQiop 
Of Canterbury, from that holy fee? 
7'his, in our 'forcraid holy father's name. 
Pope Innocciu, 1 do demand of thee. 

K. John. What earthly name to interrogatories,* 
Can (afk the free breath x>f a fisicred king? 

f ' Wk»t «ar/l/jr, ] This rouft have been , at the jtime whea 

it v.'as wriuen, in ourftrufclcs wi.h popcr\ , .t very c.ipiivatiiiu fccnc. 

So many pailagci icmaiu m which Siiak.|pcare cviUcuily takes ht» 
advantage of the fafti then recent, and of the paffiont ibcn in mo- 
lion, that i cannot but fufpcA that lime has obfcttrcd much oT hit 
art, and iliat many allufions yet remain iindifcover* d, wMch pCff* 
haps may be gradually reiiieved by fucc^cdiag commenialoti. 

Johnson. 

The rpecch Aauds thus in the old fputious play: Ami whut 
haft thou, or the pope thy oafter to do, to demand of me how 1' 

cnptoy mine own ? Unow, fir priefK as I honour the churcii and. 
holy cliurchmen, fo I fcnrnc to \>( fubjed lo the gre.-.ttft prelate ia 
the world. Tell thy mailer fu trom mc ; aud fay, John ol England 
fa!d it. that never an Italian prtcA of them all, uall either have 
tythe, toll, or poUit^g penny <}ut of Enel^nJ ; hut at I am kinu, fo 
^vlll 1 rci^ii ticm under God, fuf reme liead both over fpiriivial .uid 
temporal : and he that coniradicU me ia thift,i I'll make him hop 
headlefs. ** Stbevins. * 

Wkat earthly namt l9 inltTio^afories^ 

!»«• Ulk Jrtt breath, u c. yih».% earthly naoe, J%kjm*4 
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Thou canft not, cardinaU devife a Mmc 

So flight, onworthy, and ridiculous. 

To charge me to an anfwer, as the pope. 

Tell 'him this tale; and from the mouth of Eng* 

land, * 
A(id tlius much more, — That no Italian pric(l 
Shall tithe or toll in our dominions; 
But as vvc under heaven are fuprcine head, 
So, under him, that great fuprcmacy, 
Where vvc do reign, we will alone uphold^ 
Without the a(&ilance of a mortal hand: 
So tell the pope; all reverence fet apart. 
To him» and his ufurpM authority. 
^K. Phi. Brother of England, yon blafpheme in 
this. 

K. John. Though you, and ail the kings of Chrif- 
tendom, 

Arc led fo grofsly by this meddling prieft, 
Dieading the turic that money may buy out; 
And, by the merit of vile gold, drofs, duft, ' 
.Purchafe corrupted pardon of a man. 
Who, in that iale. fells pardon from himfelf: 
'il^hough you, and all the reft, fo grofsly led, 

to interrogatories, can force a king to fpemk and anfwer them? The 
old copy reads — earthy. The emendatioo wai made by Ntr. Pope* 
It has alfo tafi inHcad of which was fubAituted by Mr. 

Theobald. Brfttik for fpeech li common with our author. So, ia 
» fubfe^ttcnt part of this fcene:* 

" Ihc laieft hratk tl-at cave the found of uords.*' 
Again, in Tkt Merchant of Vtnict, " trcatkini courtefy," for vtr* 
hal courtefy. Malone. 

The emendation f iaji ] may be juMfied by the following pafltge 
In Khg Hfnry IV. P. I: 

How (hovv'd his t^kingt fcem'd U to contempt?" 
Aigain, in King Htn'j V : 

Ttet our thougbis conccniiag vi and France.'* 
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This juggling witchcraft with revcQne cherifii; 
Yet 1, ^one, alone do me oppofe 
Againft'the pope, and count his friends toy foes. 

Pano. Then, by the lawful power that I have; 
Thou lhalt.ftand cursM, and excommunicate : . 
And bicired fhali he be, that doth revolt 
Frotu his allegiance to an hereiick; 
And meiiiorioas fhnll that hand be call'd. 
Canonized, and vvoifliip'd as a faint. 
That takes away by auy iecret courie 
Thy hateful life." 

Const. O, lawful let it be, 

That I have room with Rome to curfe a while! 
Good father cardinal, cry thoa, amen. 
To my keen curfes ; for, without my wrong. 
There is no tongue hath power to curfe him right. 

Pano. There s law and warrant, lady, fpr my 
curfe. 

Const. Arid for mine too ; when law can do no 
light, 

• That ttkei a> hy any Jtcrtt courft^ 
Tkj ktkteful hje. j Thii may allude to the bull publlflied a(;atuft 
Quren Elizabeth. Or wc may fuppofc, fince wc have nn pioof that 
t'lib } l.iv appf-irrd in iu prrTrnt flalc before ihf tcign of King J .imf 
that it was cvliibited Toon attcr the popiUi plot. I have feen a Spanilh 
book in which Garnet, Faux, and their accomplices, arc regiAcred 
as faints ) oh '..son. 

If any allnhon to hi? own times was intrnded hv t'>c nuthor of 
the old plav, (for this fpec^h i<. formed on one in Kin^John^ '^Qii) 
at tnaft have been to the bull of Tope Pius th« Fifth, 1569: *»Thea 
I Pandulph of Padua, legate from the Apofloltlte fea, doe in tb« 
name of S .im Peter, and his fucccffor, our holy father Pope Inno- 
cent, protiounre thee accur/ej, <li chaiging every of thy fubjedi of 
all dutie and fcaltie that they do owe to thee, and pardon and for- 
giveoeflc .of finne to thofe or them whatfoever which fliall ceme 
mriti$ againft thee or murder thee. 'This I pronounce, and charge 
all good mco to abhoire thee at an #»rMimKiitce<« perfon. ** 

Maloni. 
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Let it be lawful, that law bar no wrong: 
Law cannot pivc luy child his kingdom here; 

lui iic. luai lioUls his kins;doni, holds the law: 
7 hcrclnre. linL^ law hi'eW is pci ftc'l wrong. 
How can ihe huv toibid my loii^ue i(» tuiTc? 

Pand. Philip uf France, on p< ril of ;i curfc, 
Let go die hand of that archhcictiLk; 
y\nd raife the power of Kiaiicc upon his head, 
UnleU he do (ubinit himfeif to Rome. 

Eli. Look'd thou pale. France? do not let go 
thy hand. 

Const. Look to that, devil I left that France re- 
pent, 

And, by disjoining hands, hell lofe a foul. 
AuST. King Philip, liften to the cardinal. 
Bast. And h:iug u^calfi-Ikin on his rcticant 
limbs. 

AusT. Well, tuihan, I mud pocket op thefq 
. wrongs, 

Bccaufe 

Bast. Your breeches bed may carry them. 
K. John. Philip, what lay*ft thou to the cardi- 
nal ? 

Const. What fiiould he fay, but as the cardi- 
nal? 

Lew. Bethink you, father ; for the difference 
Is, purchale of a heavy curfe from Rome, ' 
Or the light lofs of England for a friend : 
Porgu the cahcr. 

. Blanch. That s the cuifc of Rome. 



' Is, pnrthap «f m kfij twft frtm Kmt^ ] It it a political 

maxim, that ktm^doms art ntvtr marrif t Lewis, upon the wcddtog, 
is for malung war upon new rclaiio^t. Jotra^ON. 
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CoxsT, O Lewis, (land fall; the devil lcmi;ts 
thee here, 

In likener& of a new untrimmed bride. ^ 

* ■ — — tht Jfvil lempts tkte kere, 
In liktncji «J a new unttimmcd kride. J Thougii all ihe copies 
concur in tbii rcaHing, yet as Mmirimmtd cannnt bear anv fignifica* 
- lion to fquare with the fenfe required, I cannot help thinking it a 
corrupted reading. I have ventured to tiirow out the negative* 
and lead: ^ 

In liktm/s tj « ntw and trimmtd hfUt» 
i. c. of a new bti<ft, «od one decked and adorned at well hf trt ^ 
'nature. Thioi&ia. 

Mr. Theobald fayi, *« that as uniriwmtd cannot bear any figni* 

fication to fqiiare with the fcnfc rcqjircd," it tnuft be conu^t; 
iheictoie he w-ilL caihicr it, aud read — and irimmedj iu wliich he is 
follo«rad by the Oxford editor; but tbcy are both too hafty. It 
fquares very well with the feuri-, anid fignifies unJtaJy. li e trrin 
is taken from n^vr^atinn. Wc Ciy toO» in a Gtnilar way of ipcak- 
ing, ntt well uanntd. Warburiun. 

I think Mr. Theobald's correSion ruore pUuftble than Dr. 
Waiburton's explanation. A commentator (bould be grave, and 
tbcrefore E can read thefe notet with proper fevemy of attention; 
but the idea of trmming a lady to keep her Jleady^ woold be t^O 
lilible for any common power ot face. Johnson. 

Trim is i!rf/s. An uv''-r'>r:r{ I li !c is a bride undrfji. Could 
the leinpier ot mankind ailumc a Icmblance in which he was more 
likely (o be fuccefsful ? The devil (fays Conflance) raifes to your 
imagination your bride difencumbered of the forbidding forma of 
drcfs, and the memory of my wrongs ii loft in the anticipation qf 

future cn)0\nieril. 

Benjoufo'i, in bis New /nn, lays: 

Buu Here*i a lady gay. ' 
^« rif. A wtU'hmm*4 lady!" 
Again* in The Two Gevtltmtn of Vf^ova: 

And J waj Irimmd io madam Julia's gown.** 
Again, In Kimg Hntf VI, P. Ill, Ad if: 

*' T^immd like a younker prancing to his love.'*' 
Again, in Reginald Scott's Di/ccvety of \MichsfaJt^ 1584: 

»♦ — - a good bufwife, and alio wcH trimmed up in appaccl. " 
Mr. Collini iocliaea to a colder Inicrprc'uiian, and it willing to 
luppofe that by' an umhimmti hiitU meant a hriiie wittntd wttk 
iki %Juml fmp md JtmmUtf $J 0 wpH^l Mit, The propriety of' 
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Blanch. The lady Confiance fpeaks not from 
her faith, 
Bat horn her need. 

this epitliet he infers from the haRe in which the match was inadt, 
ftod lurilicr jultities it fiom Kin;; John's preceding wordt; 
*' Go we, as wcil si kajii will Jujtr ui, 
*• To thit onlook'd for, vnprefmrid pomp." 
Mr. Toilet is of the fame opinion, and offers two inRances ia 
which uhtrimmed iudicates a dcihabille or a ftugal vcfturc. In 
Miulhcu's DicUonarj^ Ji lignihcs ouc not Hncly dicfled or attired. 
Again, in fivn's InfimSion cj • Ckujiian WttHan^ iSgs, p. 98 
and 99; •'Let her [the mifireu of the faoafcj bcc cout«>ni with a 
naide not f lire and wanton, that can fing a b^lUd with a dciO 
▼oicc, but fad, pale, and unliimmcd.'' SltEVENS. 

I inclijie 10 tliinK that the tranffribcr'j car cicccivcd him, and 
that wc fliould read, as Mr. lUeobald has propoicdj — 

J^^m nn» and triainied httdi. 
The following paflsKc in KingHiMtj iV, P. I. appears to die ftron^f 
iO fupport l it conjedure: 

When I was diy with rage, and extreme toil,— 

*• Came there- a cerUun lord, neat, trimlj drcfi*d, 

** Freih as a tridtf^iooin^-^—." 
Again, moic appofutl; , in Romto and Juliet: 

Go, uaken Juliet; go, and tiin her up; 

M Make bade } the hridtgroom he is come already. " 
Apia, in Cfmhtliut: 

.** ————and forget 

Your hboutloire and dainty Itim^^ vrbcreia 

•* You made great Juno angry." 
Again, in our authors Vft.us aa^ Adnis: 

♦ » Thr flowers are fweet, their colours frefh and trim .** 

T^e frcihncfi which our antlior has conncr}c<l with the word 
in'iB, io the iirfl and iali oi ihelc pallugcs, and the labourfome 
and dainty Irims that made great Jj^no aogry,** which furely a bride 
cnav he fuppofed moft likely to indulge in, (however franiily 
Blanch's toilet may have been furniflicd in a camp,] prove, either 
that ihi$ emendation is right, or that Mr. Collios's inicrpretatioa 
«f the word unirmmed is the true one. Min(heu*s definition of 
vnirimmed^ *' qui n'cfl point ort^e — iuomalus, incn/im,** as well as 
his cxp'anatinn of the verb *' to trim," which, according to him, 
meant the lame as to prank up," may aUo be adduced to the 
fame point. See his DtCT. 16(7. Mr. M. Mafou juttly obfcrvcs, 
that 10 trim means to drtfs tmi^ hut not to chtAti and confeqncnily, 
though it migbif mean vaa4<«ni#4, it cannot mcaaaac/a/, or naif J." 
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Const. O, if thon grant my need, 

' Which only lives bat by the death of faith , 
That need mull needs infer this principle , — • — • 
1'hat faith would live again by death of need; 
O 9 theo, tread down my need, and iaitii mounts 
up; 

Keep my need up, and faith is trodden down. 
K* John. The king is mov'd, and anfwers not to 
this. 

Const. O, be removed from him, and anfwer 
well. 

AuST. Do fo« king Philip; hang no more in 
doubt'. 

Bast. Hang uothingbuta calFs-Ikin, modfweet 
lout. 

K. Phi. I am perplex d, and know not what to 

fay. 

Pand. What can ft thon (ay » bat will perplex 
thee more , 

If thou Rand excommunicate, and curs'd? 
K. Phi. Good revelrend father, make my perfoil 
yours. 

And tell me, how you would beftow yoorfelf. ^ 
This royal hand and mine are newly knit; 
And the conjunAion of our inward fouls 
Married m league , coupled and link'd together 

With all religious ftrength of iacred vows ; 
The htefl breath, that <rave the found ofWords, 
Was decp-fworn faiih, peace, amity, true love, 
Between our kingdoms, and our royal felves; • 
And even before this truce, but new before,— 
No longer than we well could wafh our hands, « 

To clap this royal bargain up of peace, 

Heaven knows, they were bcimear'dand overfiain'd 
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With flauglucr's pencil; where revenge did paiat 
- The fearful difierence of incenfed kings: 
And lhall thefe hands , fo lately purgM of blood , 

So newly juin'd in love, fo ftrong in both, ^ 
Unyoke this feizure, and this kind regrect? ^ 
Play fart and loole uiih faith? io jcft with heaven, 
Make fuch unconAant chlUircn of ourfelves , * 
As now again to (oatch our palm from palm ; 
Unfwear faith fwora; and on the marriage bed 
Of fini!ing peace to march a bloody hoil, 

" And make a riot on tbe gentle brow 
Of true fincerity? O holy fir. 
My reverend fether , let it not be fo : 

* Out of your grace , ' devife , ordain , tmpofe 
• Some gentle order; and then we fliall be blef&'d 
I'o do your plcafnre, and continue friends. 

Pand. All form is formlcls, onler ordcricf* , 
Snve what is oppoiiie to England's love. 
'J heiefore, to arms! be champion of our church ! 
J Or let the church , our mother, breail^ her curie, 

A mothers curfe, on her revolting fon. 
France , thoa may'ft hold a ferpent by the tongue, 
A cafed lion ' by the mortal pai^ • 

' /(» JlroHg in ]. I believe the meaning isjevt fo Jron^ 

in both partici. Johnson. 

Rather, in Aafrr// and in lovi i in deeds of amity or hhod. Hfnlry, 

^ iKii kind rcgrcet?] A ngtttt it aa exchange oi UluUr 

tiOD. So, iiv Heywood*! Iren Agi^ i€3«t 

«♦ So bear our kind re^reets to Hecubt.** Stefvens. 
' A cafed lion — ) The modern editors read — n chaftit Won. 
I fee litile reafon for change. A C4f/^<^ lion is a lion irriuLcd by 
I coaftocment. So, in A^in^ lltnn F/. P. III. Ad. I. fc. 4ii: 

«* So looks tko/nl'v/ Uoa o'er the wretch 

That trembles under hit devourlog paws ; "See. 

Stfmvehs. , 

Again, in Rowley's Wktn jnu ftt m» joit know fn;, i6^i; 
The lion io bis c»gc it not fo llcrne 
At fo/al Hearjr to hit wrathful rptecne.'*' 
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A BiQiDg tiger bfer by. the tooth « / 
Than keep in peace that band which thou doft hold. 
K. Phi. I may disjoin my hand, but not my 

faith. 

Pand. So mak^fl thou faith an encmv to faith: 
And, like a civil war, fel'ft oath to oath, 
Thv tongue againfl thy tongue. O, let thy vow 
I'iril made to heaven, firll be to heaven performed; 
1 hai is , to be the champion of our church ! 
What fince thou fwor'fl, is fworn againfl thyfelff 
And may not be performed by thylelf: 
For that, which thou haft fworn to do amils , 
Is not amifs » wlien it is truly done ; * ' 



Oar autTior was probably thinking on the Uoni, which in hit 
lime, n<; :\t prefent , were kept in the Tower , in dens fo fouU M 
fully to jullify the epithet he hai uTed. Maloms. 

* k not mnifs^ wktn it is trulj donci] Tbit ii a condoGoQ it 
frmvers. We fnoold read t 

Is yet amifs , — — 
The Oxford editor , accordini; to his ufual cunom , will imprOVC it 
further, aud readi — moj amifs. WARauRXON. 
f rather read : 

M»l ^imi/l t »* f^^y dove? 

a<i the alieTatinn U Icfs , ami the fcnfe which Dr. War button firft 
diftovercd i» prcfcrved. Johnson. 
The old copies read ; 

Is not amijs , when it is truly int. 
Paodutph , having conjured the King to perforrn his firft vow to 
bcaven, — to be cJiauipion of the church, — tells him, that what be 
•bift fincc fworn is fworn againft himfelf, and therefore may not be 
performed by him: for M«f , fay» he, which you hnve fworn to dt 
smi/s^ i% not amifs t {i.e. becomes right), when it is Hone duly (that ii, 
as he explains it, not done at all;) and being nof aonc, where it 
would be a fin to do it , the trutk is noj dont when jrou no it u$t» 
So « iQ X>ev«*f Lshw's Ltjt 

It is religion to be iiusfir/»§n R|TI01I* 
Again in Cjmbeltne : 

Ihc is fool'd 

>• With a nioft falfe effied, tod 7 lU Inuf 
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And. being not done • where 4oing tends to ill, • ' 
The truth is then mod done not doing it: 
The better ad of purpofes roiftook ^ 
Is, to miftake again; though indired, 

Yet indiie^llon tlicrcby grows diret^t , 
And talfchood fallehood cures ; Inc cools fire, 
Within the fcoiched veins of one new buni'd, 
li is reliction, tliai doth make v(>ws kept; 
hm thou iiaH Iwora againft religion ; ^ > 

By placing the fecood couplet of this fcntcnce hrfore the firft, 
the pjO.ii^c \Vill appear perfcdlv clear. Where duin^ ltu4i to ill ^ 
vhere an intended aQ. is criminal , the /ru//l is mofi done , by not 
dtin^ the ad. I he criminal ad thcrcfoic which thou haft fworn 
to do , it mtt »»i/tt ^«>H not be- imputed to you as m crime, if 
it be done truly, in the fcnTe ( have now af&itcd to IrK/A; that 
it, if you do not do it. . Malone. 

^ But tk9n kajl /worn againjl religion; &c. ] The proporuioni , 
that the voice of tk> ckuick is ike voice of heaven , and tint thf pnpe 
utttts the voice of thk thurck^ nciJter of which PauduIpU'^ auduort 
would deny , being once granted , the arguncoi here ufed it ir*- 
rcCflible ; nor U it eafy , notwithfianding the gtugle, to cofoicc it 
with greater brevity or propticty: 

But ikon hn/ Jiorn againji religion: 

By what /Aoa Jwtai'fi agiainjl ike tking tkon /mtgrjl: 

And msi*J M OMtk the futely for tky lrutk\ 

Agaivjl an oath ike truth Iftou art u^ifnrt 

To Juear ^ Ju ear ortly not to be Jorfworn, 
By what. Sir T. Hanmer reads ~ By tkat. I think it fliould be 
rather by wAtri. That Ss, lion fmw*Jt mg^Ji il^ Uing^ ky which 

Jwtar'fl', that is /iijain,7 religion. 
The moft forruidablc diffiruhv i* io tliefe lines: 
And rnaij an path the Jutety Jor thy truth , 
Afain/f sn tail tk$ truth tkon mt tnfwt 
7 It f'ifar, i!ec» 
This Sir 1. Mantner reform? thus : 

And mai'/ an oath the Jurely for thy truth , 
Againjl mn osJlkf tbit fra/A Hn eri nmfart 
To fwtar^ he. 
Dr. Waihurton writes ir lhu% : 

Againji an talk the ttulh thou art unfure — . 
wliicli leaves the paflagc to me as obfcure as before. 
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By what iliou fwear'fl, againft the thing thou 

And mak'fl an oath the fureiy lor thy trnth 

Againll an oath : 1 he truth thou art unfurc 

To fwear , fwear only not to be furfwurn; * 

I 

A 

I knovr not whether there is any corruption beyond tde omiflloa 
of a point. The fenfe , afici I ha<l conlidcred it, appeared to me 
. only this : In Jutaring by religion againji relii^ivn , to wki h thou 
imH aheady , tkou mmkejt an th fetntily J9f thy fakk 

•gahtH an oath already taktn. I will give, he ^ a mle for coo* 
fcicnce in ihcfe cafes. Thou nnay'ft be in doubt abotjt the matter 
ot ail oath ; whtn tkou /wearefi ^ tk»u may'Ji not be always lute io 
yivMr ftgktlyi bullet thU be tbjr fe&Ued piiui ipt e ,/ui««r 9*lj ntt 
i* hi l9^ut9f f let not the latter oaibi be at variance with the 
former. 

Trutk , thtough this whole fpeccb , meaot ntttlude of condud. 

•Johnson. 

I believe the old reading is right; and that the line ^< By 
mkat^** kc» i» pat in appoGtion with that which precedes iit 
Kut thou haft fworn ai^ainft religion; thou haft fworn , ky whai 
thou futartji , i. e. in that which tSou haft fworn, a^ai%Jl thf tkin^ 
tkou Jit,tartjl by} i. e. religion. Our author has many fucb el- 
liptical exprefSooi. So, in AT. Htnrj VII ts 
»' Whoever the kinj* favours. 

The cardinal will quickly find employment [/ff], 

Aud far enough from court too." > 
Again , ikiim i 

ihif is about that which the biOiop fpake**-f t^J. 
Again, in K. Richard III: 

True ornaments to linow a holy man " lkj\» 
Again, in Tkt Winter's Tale: ' 

A bed-fwervcr , even as bad at. thole 

That vttlgan give bold^ft titles*' [/«]. 
Again | ikidtm : 

the queen is fpoilefs — - 

In this that you accufe her " [ c/ ]. M.^LONt. 
• •— ~ fwear fly, not h Ir foifwom; 1 he old copy reads 
fttfan , which in my apprchenGon fliews that two half lines have 
been loll, in which the pcrfon fuppofcd io fwear was meotioncd. 
When the fame word is repeated in two fucceeding lines, the eye 
of the compofitor often glances from the £i(l to tlie ferond, and in 
coi^equcnce the intermediate words are omitted, for what has 
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Elfc , what a mockery Ihotild ic he to fwear? 
But thou (loft fwear only to be forfworn ; 
And luuli iorlwoin , lo keep what thou dod Ivvcar, 
Tiierclore, thy latter vows , againft thy hill, ■ 
Is in thylclf rebellion to- thyfelf : 
And better conqucft never canfl thou make. 
Than arm thy conftant and thy nobler parts 
AgaaoH thefe giddy loofe fuggeftions: 
Upon which better part our prayers A)mc in, 
If tbou ^ouchfafe them : but, if not, then know« 
The peril of our curfes light on thee; 
So heavy , as thoa flialt not (hake them off. 
But, in defpair, die tinder tbefr black weights' ' 

AusT. Rebellion , flat rebellion ! 

lUsT. Wiirt not be? 

Will net a calf s-fkin flop that mouth of. thine ? 

Ltw. Fattier, to arms! 

Blanch. Upon thy wedding day? 

Againli ilic blood that thou haft married? 
What, ihall our feali be kept with flaughtcr'd men? "* 
Shall braying trumpets,^ and loud churliih drams,— 

been loR, it is now io vain to feck; I have therefore adopted the 
cmendaiioa made by Mr. Pope, which makes fome kiud ut Iciilc. 

Malone. 

^ hrtjln^ trumpets^ ] Brof appears to have been pariiculnrly 

applied to evprefs the hirfh grating found of the irampei. So ^ 
in Spenfer's i urrjr Qutfn^ U. IV. c. xii. H. 6: 

And when it ceaft <hrill ittrnftU loud did ^19. ** 
Again, R. IV. c. iv ft. 48. 

Tlicn Oiiir.inc: tTornjtii loudly *gan to *f«^." 
And elfcwhcrc.iu the pluy beioic us: 

— — H«rd»refoanding trumftU* dreadful' I'rojr. " 
Again, io Hamlet* > 

The tfumprl fliall tray out " 

Gawiu Douglas, 10 hit tranllaiioa of the iEpcid, renders *'fub 

axe <«»ciiit ** (Lib. V. v. 8ao:} 

Under tlie htfund ^uhelii and arlfiltrc. " 
Blaclii&ote i« ridiculed in thtDnti§d^ {B. U*) (qi iuiwcxmfi 
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« I 

Clamours of hell, — be meafures * to our pomp? 
Ohttfband, hear me !~ah« alack, how new 
Is hufband in my, mouth ! — even for that name. 
Which till this time my tongue did ne'er pro- 
nounce. 

Upon my knee I beg, go not to arms 
Agaiiill mine uncle, 

Const. O, upon my kncr, 

Made hard with kneeling, i do pray to thee. 
Thou virtuous Dauphin , alter not the doom 
Fore- thought by heaven. 

Blanch. Now ] (ball fee thy love ; What modve 
may 

Be ftronger with thee than the name of wife? 
Const. That which upholdeth him that thee 
upholds. 

His honour: 0> ihinr honour, Lewis, thine honour! 
• Lew. 1 mule, ■ your majefty doth feem fo cold. 
When fuch prolbund relpe(i!is do pull you on. 

io tnnoUe Ihis word hj applying it tn thr found oj armour ^ war. Sec ' • 
He might have pleaded ibcle nuihuritics , and that of Milto^: 
•*''Arait oa armour daOiiog bray'd 

Horrible difcord " F^rMdi/t UJt^ t. VI. v. 909. 
N'or did Gray, fcrupuloat ai he was io language, rcjcd it ia 
Tkt bard: 

Heard ye the din of battle tt&f f ** Holt Wnrre. 
^ — — meafnrei — ^ ] *t\\c meajum , it has , already been more 
tliau once obfenred, were afpecics of folema dance in oui autbor'a 

time. 

Xhil fpcech it formed on the following lioei tn the old play ; 
JI/mcA.. And will your grace upon your wedding-day 

•* Foifakc your biidc, and follow dicadful drURll? 
fhil. Drums (hall be niuUck. to tbi» wedding day. ** 

iVlALONE. 

* / mufe,] i. e. I wonder. Rgfd. 

So, it. MiddUion's " I ragi - Coomoclic , called Tie Witekt" 
** And wliv ihoM fl ult fi) loii.;, 1 niu/e , 

Since the Jiii't lo fweet aud good. " Si££V£NS, 
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Pano^ I will denoance a cnrfe upon his head. 
K. Phi. l liou (hah not need : — England, Tii fall 

from thcc^ , 
Const. O fair return of banifli'd majcRy ! 
Lli. O Foul revolt of French inconftancy ! 
K. John. Fiance, lIiou ihak rue this hour within 

this hour. - ' 

Bast* Old time the clock -fetter, that bald fcx- ' 

ton lime , 

Is it as he will? well then. France fliall rue. 

Blanch. The fun's o*ercaft with blood: Fair 
day, adieu ! 
Which is the fide that I mud go withal ? 
I am with both: each army hath a hand; 
And in their rage , 1 having hold of both , 
They whirl afunder , and difmember me. ^ 
flnfband . 1 cannot pray that thoxi may^ft win ; 
Uncle, 1 needs muft pray that thou may'rt. lofe; 
Father, 1 may not wifh the fortune thine; 
Giandam, I will not wifli thv wilhes thri\c: 
Whoever wins , on that fide (hall I lofe; 
Allured lofs , before the match be play'd. 

I.Ew. Lady , with me; with me thy fortune lies, 

Blanch. There where my fortune lives, there 
my life dies. 

K.JoHN. Couhn, go draw our paiflance together;*-^ 

[ Exii Baflard. 
Fiance, I am.barn^d up with inflaming wrath; 
A rage, whofe heat hath this condition, 
That nothing can allay , nothing bnt blood , 
The blood, and dearell - vahfd blood, of France. 

' Tkey u)hirl ajundtt ^ and dijmtmbtr in<. j Alludiog to a well* 
known Roman punifhmcot; 

- . . Metium in diverfa quadrigae , 
Diftolcnuit. '* Jinn4» VUI. 64«. Stieviks. 
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K. Phi. Thy rage fhaii bura tliccup, and thou 
flialt turn 

To aflics . ere our blood fliall quench that fire : 
Look to ihvlcif , thou art in jcoj ardy. 

K.John. No more than he tbatthrcats.^ToarfQs 
Icfs hie! [Exeunt. 

* 

SCENE IL 

The Jame» Plains near Anglers. 

Alarum^ Excurfions* Enter the Baftard» with 

Austria's head. > 

9 

Bast. Now, by my life, thib day grows wondrous 
hot. 

Some airy devil ^ hovers in the iky , 

" Some z\ry drr U — ] Shakrpeare here probably alludes to the 
diflinflions and diviCions ol fotnt f)f ihc dcnionolooifls , fo 'luich 
regarded iu his lime. they diiliibuied the deviU luio dideicnC 
tribe* and claflet , each of which had its peculiar qualiiict , at* 

tributes, 8cc. 

Thefe are defcribed at length in Burton's AmUwu* oJ MsIm* 
tkolj^ Part. I. fed. ii. p. 4b ^ i632 : 

Of thefe fublunarjr devils PfeHus makes fix kinds; fierf, 
aeriall , terieftriaU, watery , and fubcerraatan devils, befidet thoft 

faicries, Luntcs, nvmpht»," &c. 

" ticry fpirits or diveUs are fuch as commonly workc by blaz- 
ing Aarres, fire>drakcs, and counterfeit funues and mooaes, and fit 
on fhips* naftt, ** Ire. ift. 

•* Aeriall fpirits or divells arc furh as keep quarter mod part 
in the aire, caufe uunv icmpclls, ihutulcr and ligfiiimi^s , tcare 
oakcs, lire ilecples , houlcs, Hake men and bcalts, make it laiue 
flones, **- it€. PiJtCY. 

There is a minute defcription of different devils or fpirits, and 
their dilTcrcnt fuiiAions , in Pierce Prnnilffft fiis Supfilicatinn ^ iligat 
'^'itJi reiped 10 the paflfage io (juciiion, take ilic loilowing; — the ^ 
fpirits of the urt will mixc themfclves with thunder and lightning* 
and fo ia/rf the clyme where they raife any tcmpcft, that fodainely 
great morlalilic (hall cnfuc to the ii»lial)itnnts. Fhc' fpirits of Jiri 
have their manfiout under the regions oi the moone. " H£NDfiKSON« 

you XI. , c c 
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# * 

And pours* down mifchief, Anflria'shead He there; 
While PhiUp breathes. ^ 

Enter King }oHii\ Arthur » afi^ Hubert. 

K.John. Hubert, keep this boy:' — Philip ,* 

make up : 

My mother is airailcd in our tent» ' 
And ta'eii, 1 fear. 

Bast. My lord, I refcu'd her; 

Her bighncfs is in fafcty, fear you not: 
But on, my liege; for very little pains 
Will bring thjs laboar to an happy end. [ Ex'eunim 

^ Here Mr. Pope, without authority, adds from the old play 
alrcsdy mentioned: 

• Tlius haih king Richard's; Ton pciform'd hb vow, 

»« And olFcr'd Auftria's blood for facriRce 
*^ Unto hit father's ever-liviug foul. " Steevens. 
V Xr«i«r< , ketp Hit h9j , ] Tbui the old copies. Mr. TyrwUtt 
' would read : 

Hulnl^ ktfp thou tkii I'Py : Srcrvrss. 

^ rkilip y ] Here the King, who had knighted him by the 

name of Sir Rickmrd^ calls him by his former name. Sticveni. 

^ SJj motkiT is a/failed in our /<n/,] The awthor has not attended 
clofely to the hiOory. '1 he Quccn-mothrr , wliuni Kinejoho had 
made Regent id Aiijoa, wa« in poiielUon ot the lowu ot Mirabeaa 
io that province. Oa the approach of the Freach army witb 
Arthur at their' head , (he fent Icttcrt to K.iog John to come lo her 
relief; which he did i nmcdiately. As he advanced lo the town, 
he en^: outilcrcd ilic nrmy tii;it lay before ii, touted ihtm , and took 
Arthur priloucr. lite (^uccu in the mean while lemaincd in per* 
fcA fecuritf in the caAle of Mirabeau. 

Such is the bcft authenticated account. Other hiflorians how^ 
ever fay that Aiiliur took Elinor prifoncr. The author ot the old 
play had foiiuwcd iheiu. in that ptccc Ltiuor i> taUca by Anltur, 
aad refcued by her fon. Mai.on£. 
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SCENEIII. 

The Jame^ 

Alarums; Excurfions; RetreaL Enter King ]oh^^ 
Elinor , Arthur, the Bailard, Hubert, and Lords. 

K. John. So ihali it be; yoor grace iliail ilay 
behind . [ To Elinor* 

So ilroDgiy guarded. — Coufio , look not fad : 

[ To Arthur. 
Thy grandam lo^es thee; and thy uncle will 
As dear be to thee as thy father was. 

Arth. O , this will make my nrothcr die with 
grief. 

K. John. Coulm , [ To the Ballard.] away for 
England; hafle before: 
And, ere our coming, fee thou fliake the bags 
Of hoarding abbots; imprifoncd angels 
Set thou at liberty : * the fat ribs of peace 
Mull by the hungry now be fed upon: ' 
Ufe our commiflion in his utmoft force. 

* Sit thoo «l Uhttty i ] The word f At k ( which if irantiag la tb« 

old copy] was judicioiuly added, fot the dike of metref b/ Sir T« 

Hanmcr. SlEEVENS. 

•* tkt jal ribs oj fesct 

Mujl tkt hungry now h Jtd upon:] This vord tffw feems 
a very idle term here , and convert no fatisfaclory idea. An anti- 
thefis , and oppolicion of terms, fo perpetual with our author, 
requires : 

MmJI by tkt kungry war kt Jtd vpon. * 
Ifer, demaadiag a Urge expcncec ii very poetically fafd to be 
kutffy^ and to prey on the wealth lokd fsi of 

WARBt'RroS, 

Tbis cmendatioo is better than the former word, but yci noc 
aeceflaiy. Sir T. Hanmcr reads — htingry msm « with lets de* 
viaiion from the common readiof « ' but with not fo anch force 
or etefaace at war. Johimon* 
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• Bast. Bell, book, and candle ^ fliall not drive 

me back , • 
When gold and filvcr becks me to come on. 
1 leave youi bighucls : — Grandam , 1 will pray 

Either eincndaiion may be unneccllary. Perhaps, the knftj 
n$w is ikit kmngry in^mtt. Shakfpeare ofes the word %9w at m 
fubftaiitive« in Utajwi fw MtB/urtt 

i* I till ibis very nov, 

•* When men v^cre luud , 1 fmil'd and wooder'd how. " 

Stikvems. 

llie meaning; T thiolc , ii, .»«»t1ie fat rib« of peace nail now be 
fed upon by tSc hungry troops," — to uhom fo me {hare of this 

etclcfiafiical fpoil would naiurally lall. The cxpreflion , like roany 
other, of our author's, is taken froni the facred wtiiioRS- And 
there he makcih tki iungry to dwell, that thcjr nay prepare a city 
for habitation. " 107 ih P/alm. — Again: He luth filled t^t 
hmgrj vith good tilings," 8cc. St. Luif ^ i. S3. 

This inicrprctaiion is fupportcd by the paii[jigc in the old play, 
which is here imitated: « 
Pbilip, I nake thee*chief in thit affaW; 
Ranfack their abbeys, doyfters , priories, 
*« Convert their coin unto my foldiers' \ifc. *' ' 
When I read this paikge in the old play, the lirft idea thatfuggefled 
itfelf was, that a word had dropped ontjtt tfae'prcfs, in the line 
before us, and that our auiliur wrojte : 

Mujl Ij the hungry foldiers nou; ht Jtd on. 
But the iutciprciaiion above given renders any allcraiion 4in- 
aerelTary. Malone. 

^ Bell , book, mni candle—] In an acconnt of the Ronifli curfe 
given by Dr. Grey , it a] pears that three candle* were cMinpiii(hed« 
one by one, iu dillcrcni parts of the execration. Johnson. 

I ncct with the fimc exprcQion in Ran-AUej ^ or hUnj tricis^ 
1611 : 

*t rn have a prieft (hall mumble up a marriage 
\Viilioul hfll , hoi , or (ar\<ilf." SteevfnS. 
In Aiilibiftjop WiuchcUea'i fciucncss of cxcororaunicalion « 
anno legS, (fee Johnfon't £ci t'J.o/liett Ltm^ Vol. If.^ it is di«i 
reded that tl»e fcuience againft infringers of certain articles fhould. 
be " — throughout cxpl-ined rn prdrr in Fr^Hfh, witli hflls tollhg^ 
and candid Itghltd ^ that it way caufe the greater dread ;^ for lay- 
men have greater regard to this folemniiy , than to the cflcA of foch 
knicncei,'^ See Oodae/» OU fl^Sf Vol. XII. p. S97, edit. 1780. 
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(If ever T remember to be holy. 

For your fair fatctv ; fo I kifs your haad. 

Eli. Farewell, my gentle coufin. 

K.JOHN. Coz, farewell. 

[ Exii. Baftard. 

Eli. Come hither, little kinfnian;'harJc, a wo^d. 

[She lakes Arthur afide^ 
K. John. Come hither, Hubert. O my gende 
Hubert, 

We owe thee much ; \vithin this wall of fleA 
There is a foul, counts thcc her creditor, 

And with atlvant:ige mcaus to pay tliv U.vq: 
And, my good friend, ihy vohiiiiary oath 
l>ivcs in this bofom , dearlv clicrifhcfl. 
Give me ihv hand. 1 had a thing to fay,^^ 
But I will fit it with fome better time. * 
By heaven, Hubert, I am alraoll afliam'd . 
To fay what good rcfpcft 1 have of thee. 

Hub. 1 am much bounden to your majefty. 

K. John. Good friend, thou haft no caofe to fay 
fo yet: 

But thou (halt have; and creep time ne*er fo 
flow , 

Yet it fliall come, for me to do thee good. 
I had a thing to iuy, — But let it go: 
The fun is in the heaven; and the proud day^ 
Attended with the pleafures of the world, 

* ^ — 9itk Jomt htUtr time. ] The oM copf teadi-.lMii«. C<ir« 

refled by Mr. Pope. The" fame miflake hat happened in Ti'tlfth 
J^i^kt, See that play. Vol. V. p. 779, n. 8. In Macbeth, \di !V. 
fc. ult. we have — *»'lhU Lint goe» niaaly, '* iaftead of — TbU 
tune goes manly. ** Malonc. 

la the handwriting of Shakrpeare*s af{e, the words ftiM rad iMit 
are fcareclj'to be diftiagaiOicd iipa each other. Stkiybms. 
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Is all too wanton, and too fall of gawds, 
To give mc audience: — If the midnight bell 
Did, vviili hib iron tongue and brazen mouth, 
Sound one ua|o the drowfy race oi night;' 

/u// d/ gawds, 1 Camii w zny Ihvwj oraadicnti^ 

|n Tit J)umh Knigkl, i633 : 

To caper io his grave , and with vain g^wdt 
•« Trick up hit coffin.*' 
See Mf^Miiifr ?ftgkf9 Dream , Vol. VII. p. 7. n. 8. STBmMi. 

* S$umd one uii/9 tki dr$mfy tuit §f mgkti] Qld copj — SiviS 

pD — . Steevens. 

We fliould read — Sound one — . Warbi'rion. 

I ihould fuppofe the meaning of — Jtuni 0« , to be thu: If Ik* 
mdnigfit brll ^ by rtptutetl Jlrokts^ w«« U lajfM mvaj tkt tmct tj 
htimgi u'ko are kufy at thai Aour , er quickin niihl U/f^ im ii» 
Ptegref'.; the mnriimc; bell (that is, the bell that flrike^ one] could 
not, with lUid propiiety, br made the agent; for the bell has 
ceafed to be in the (fcrvicc of night, when it proclaimi the arrival 
of day. S^nd niav alfo have a peculiar propriety « bccaufe hf 
the repetition of the flrokes at to 'lve^ it givei 'ft much more for* 
cibic wamiiig than when it onlv flrikcs cne. 

Such u'a& once rny opinion concetuiug liie old reading; but on 
re-confidrratioo , its propriety cannot appear more doobtful to vaj 
one (lian to m^fclf 

It i» too laie to talk of haflcning the ni^hi when the arrival of 
the nioroing is announced ; and 1 am afraid that, the repeated 
ftroket have left oif folemoUy than the fingte notice, as they take 
from ihc horror and awtui filencc hctc dcfciibed as fo propitious to 
the dreadful pmpofcs of the king. Thou(;li tht hour of one be 
not the natural midnight, it is yet trie moit folsmn moment of the 
poeticfti one; and Shakfpeare himfeif has chefea to introduce hx^ 
phoft in HmwUttr 

•* The belt then beating nu, " . Stbevimi • . 

Tbe word cm i» brre« as in roany other paHTages in thcfe playt, 

written on in the old copv. Mr. Theobald made the corrcSion. 
He liKewife fubUituted un/tf for in/o, the xeadioe of tbe original 
f opy ; a change Chat reqnirct no fupport. In Chaucer and other 
old writers ont is ufually written See Mr. Tyrwhitt's CloHary 
to Tkf C.nntnhuTy Tain. So once vva^ anciently written ons. And 
It ihould lectu from a quibbling paHagc in The two ilenliemtn of 
Fireae, that io fooie counties at Icaft, was nronounced in our 
author's time as if written M. Hence the tranleriber*! ear might 
ctfiljr have deceived him. One of the pcrfom whom I emplojcd 
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If this fame were a churchyard where wc ftand, 
An4 ihou poireded will) a thoufaiid wrongs; 



U read aloud to me each Iheet 6f the prefeat work f Mr. Matone't 

coition of our aulhor before il was ptinird off, confl.ur.lv founded 
the word one in this manner. He wa» a native of Hcrcfordlhirc. 

Ihe indances that are found in tlic original editions ot our 
mnthftf *t plajt, in which §n it printed inftead of are fo ■umcrous, 
that licre cannot, in my apprehenfion , be the finalleft doubt that 
ene ii the true reading in the line before us. Thus, in CtmUniu^ 
edit. 1633 , p. i5: 

.. ■ ■ ■ Thia double worfhlp,.. 
*^ Where on 'part docs diflain vrith caufe* the Other 
•* ^nfult witliout all rcafoti. " ^ 
Again, in Cj^nhtlint ^ iSaSj p. 38o: 

*,* perchance he fpolie not; bat, 
«« Like a full-acoro*d boar, a Jarmtn Sec. ^ 

Ag^n , in Rtmto and Julifl , i6a3 , p. CG : 

And thou f and komco , prefs on he^vic bier." 
Again, in Tke Comedy oj Errors ^ i6«3, p. 94: 

»^ Oh , vrhofe bard heart it button'd up with fieel. ** 
Again, iti All's w/ll that ends will ^ i6i3, p. 2.10 : " A good tra- 
veller is fomethiog at the latter end of a diaocr, — but on tha; liet 
three thirds, " &c. 
Again, in Lw9t*s Lmhtwr*t Ltji^ quarto, iSgS: 

Or, whom the mufick of hit own vain tongoe — ** 
Again, ibid, edit iB^B , p. i33: 

•* On , her hairi were gold , cryflal the other's eyes. " 
The Tame fpelling ia fotfnd in many other hooka. So , in Ho1<- 
lan4's Suetoniuij 1&06, p. i4:«*'he caught from 9» of Ihem n 
truupet, " 8cc. 

I OioulU not have produced fo, many paflage^ to prove a fad of 
which no one can be ignorant, who has the Jlighltjl kntmtiip of the 
carljr editions of thefe plays, or of our old writers, had not the 
author of Rtmaris , kr. on ike lajl Edition of Skailpeirt ^ afltrtcd, 
with that modtjj tnd accurtcy by which bis pamphlet is dilliiiguiliicd, 
tltat the obfervation contained ia the former part of this note was 
ttade by ooe totally unacquainted with the oi l copies, and that 

it would be difBcuIt to find n fir. git ia/«ac«*' in which 9» and 
*n« arc confounded in ihofc copies. 

I fufpe£l that we have too liaftily. in this line fubftiiuted vnto for 
t for hi§ fecma to have been frequently ufed for iiafa in Sbak« 
(peare's time. So , in Harfnet's Dfclataliun, kc. iGo3: ** — when 
ttt Dtmblc Vice would ikip up nimbljr — into the dcvU'a neck. '"^ 
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Or if .that furly fpirit, iDclancholy, 
Had bak*d ihy blood, and, made it heavy , thick; 
( Which , elfe , runs tickling up and down the veins, 
faking that idiot, laugh ter,»kcep men^s eyes. 
And drain their cheeks to idle merriment , 
A pafTion hateful to my purpofcs; ) 
Or it iliai thua could'il Ice inc wiilioat eves. 
Hear mc without tliinc cars, and make rcpjy 
Without a tongue, uiini^ conceit alone, ' 
Wuhout eyes , cars , and hanniu! found of v^ords^ 
Tbeu 9 ia dcfpite of. bruodcd " watchful cUyt 

Again, in Daniel's Civil Wars^ B. IV. folio, X&02: 
She dnth confpire to. have him made awajr t 
»» Tlituft I'^'tfinto not onlv uii'i her pride, 
'»* Bui bv licr father's romirel aud coofcaU " 
Again, au our poeis Aoi^ rt^wr; y-. 

»* Which tm reduce intt our former favoar . ** 
Again, io his Will: — «^ I commend my foul i*t§ the hgodtof Go4» 
niv creator. " 

Again, in King Henry VHF: 

•t , I Yei , that goodnefi 

M or f^lraninc all >he land's wealth t«l» one.** 

I. e m/o one nan. Here wc fhould now certainly write " unto one." 

InJcpendemly iodceil of what ha» bctti now Hated, into ought 
to be leilored. So, Marlowe in hi» King Ld^ttd 1 1. i3()S: 

«• I'll thunder fnch m peal hla his tmra , ** Ice. Maloiii. 
Shakfprare nuy be reflored iotn obfcuritjr. I. retain Mr. Theo* 
bald's corti-ftion: fnr ihouyh " thundcting a peal into a man's 
tan " is good Knghfli. 1 do 901 perceive thai (ucb aa exprcliroQ 
at founding one ial9 m drowfy me* , ** is coomenanced by any 
example hitherto produced. Steevens. 

7 xiftr^ conirif I'^nr, ! Conceit bete, a$ in many other 

■.places, Ji'(<iiihcs (nnc-jiiion ^ thought. So, in K. Rukmrd lilt 
** Tlierc s fomc c»nc*ii or other fikes him well. 

When that he bids good - morrow vitli fuch fpirit. ** 

MALON!. 

• hcHed — ] So the old copy. Mr. Pope rcadi — broad- 

tj d ^ which altcraiiuD , however elegant, luay be unoccelTary. Al. 
animals while hatM , I. c. will • hr99i •j yvug 9nis ndtr tkti* 
/f#/#fiiea, are remaikably vi^iilant I he Ung fayi of Haoilet: 

^ ** fortK ('lin fs in lii^ foul * ! 

O'er which hi* mciaacboiy ixii at br09d> • 
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I would into thy bofom pour my thoughts: 
But ah, 1 will not: — Yet I love thcc vveii ; 
And, by^my troth, 1 think, thou lov'U luc well. 

Hub. So well, that what you bid me undertaker* 
Though that my death were adjun£l to my ad. 
By heaven,' Vd do't. 

K.John. Do not 1 know, thou would*ft? 

Good Hubert, Hubert, Hubert, throw thine eye 
On yon young boy: I'll tell tbee what, my friend, 
He is a very icrpcnt in my v\ ay ; 
And, wheicluc'cr thii, tool of mine doth tread, 
He lies before me : Ugll thou uuderliaud me? 
!l bou art hi& keeper. v 

Hue. And TU keep him fo, 

That he (hall not offend your majedy, 

K. John. Death. 

Hub. My lord? 

K. John, A grave. 

. Hub. He lhaU notltvc. 

. K. John. Enough. 
I could be merry now: Hober(, I love thee ; 
Well, ril not fay what I intend for thee: 

Remember.''^ Madam, fare you well: 

I'll fend thole powers o'er to your majcfly, 

Milton alfo, io VAUfgro^ defiret McUochoIy to^ 
•* -~ — Find out fome uncouth cell 

Where brooding daikncfi fprcads hit jtalous wings : " 
plainly alluding to the vmUkJulm/t of fowU while they are fitting. 

STrtvrKS, 

BtPoJtdf I apprehend, is hcri ufcd, with our author's ulual It* 
ccnce, for hooHings t <• ^*ft who i» at vigilant, at ready wUli 
open eye to mark what it done in hit prefence, at an animal at 
brood. -MAtOMi. 

» ■ 

• Rmtmktr^] Thai it one of the fccact to which may be 
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£u. My bleffing go with thee? 

K. John. For England, coafin : * 

Habert (liall be yoaf man, attend on you 
^ith all true duty.— <' On toward Calais, ho ! 

[ Exeunt, 

♦ 

S C £ N. E IV. 

The fame. The French King's TenU 

Enter King Philip, Lewis, Pandulph, and 
, I Attendants, 

K. Phi. So, by a roaring tempcft on the flood* 
A whole armado ^ of conviSed h.tl * 
Is fcatter d, and disjoint fron^ fellowihip. 

promifed a lafttog comiaendation. Art co«ld add litde to its p«f^ 
tcAion, and tanc itfelf can Aibftraft nothing from iu bcautici. 

Sthitiiis. 

* For Lvgiand^ coufint] The old copj^ 
/•r Eugtndt fjn^ go: 
I hav^e oiniucd the Uft nfdcfs and radundant'word, which the ejfo 
of ihe compofitor fecnu to have caught from the preceding he* 

miilich. Sr£r.vi<ss. 

King John, after he tiad taken Arthur prifoner, fcnt him to the 
town oV F.ilaife In Normaody, ooder the care of Hubert, . hit 

Chambeilaiti ; Ironi wliencc lie was after'cards removetl to Rotten^ 
and delivered to ihc ci'Uociy of Robert dc Veypont. Here lie vrat 
fccretly put lo deaili. Malunf. « 

' A • armado— J This fimilitude« at little at It makes 
for the purpofe In haod, was, I do not queftion, a verf taking one 
when the play wa$ firft reprcretuecl ; which was a winter or two at 
mud after the Spaaiih invafioa ia i388. It was in reference like* 
wife to that glorious period that Shakfpcara conclodet his play in 
that triumphant manner: 

11 This F,n.jl»nil nf.-rr cJiJ, nor n^ver fhall. 
It Lie at the proud loot of a conqueror," Sec. 
Bnt the whole plav abounds with touches relative to the then pof- 
ture' of affairs. Warburton. 

This pi V.', fo f.»r a* I can Hifcovcr, w.t? nfii plavd till a long 
time alter the dcCeai of the amado. The old play, I ibiak, wants 
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Pano, Courage and comfort! ail (hall ^et go 

well. 

K. Phi. What can go well» when we have run 
fo ill? ^ 
Are we not beaten ? Is not Angiers loft ? 
Arthur ta^nprifoner? divers dear friends flainf 
And bloody England into England gone. 
Overbearing interruption, fpite of France ? 

Lew. What he bath woo» that hath he forti« 
ficd : 

So hot a fpccd with fuch advice difpos'd, ' 
Such temperate order in lo fierce a caufc,* 
Doth want example : Who hath read, or heard» 
Of any kindred a^lion like to this? 
K. Phu Well could I bear that England hath this 
praife, 

So we could find fome pattern of our fliamet 

this Gmile. The commentator {bouM not have affirmed what he 
can only gaeA. JOKJitOii. 

Armedo is a Spaoifti wot^ fignifying a jtttt •] fMr« The «m«^« 
in l588 wa» called To by way of diftinftiOD. Steevens. 

* -ft/ coiivicicd Jail — ] Overpowered, baffled, dcftroyed. 

To cental au,d, lo comi'-ci were in our author's time fynonymous. 
See Minnieu'» D'lQ.* 1G17: d To cenviilf or convioce, a Lai. 
C9wri0us, overcome.** So, in MaehiAt 

" their malady §mt9h€tt 

*' The great aflay of art." 

Mr. Pope, who cjcdcd from the text almoft every word that 
he did not underftand, readt— >cf </«£r«d fait , and ibe change was too 
l^aftily adopted by the rubfcqueot editors. ^ 

See alfn Florio's Italian Did. l>98* Co»viit9^ -VCnqjliOiedt 

€Onviil(d, coijviuccd." Malone. 

• i« Jo Jitrct a caufe» J We Oiould read CQurJti i. e. martk. 

The Oxford editor condefcendt to this enendatioh. 

WAmBUftTOII. 

Change is necdieb. A ^trct ctvfc is a caufe conduced with 
precipitation, a Fuw wrci^cdntb," in timn^ ill A«/()rt /udiii^ 
wjti}, Stseyems. 
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Enter Constance. 



Look, who comes here ! a grave unto a foul ; 
Holding the eternal fpirit, againfl her will, 
In the vile prifon of a{ni61ed breath — 
I pf ythee, lady, go away wiib me* 



• a graxfe *nt» a /ouli 

HotJinjr the tteir.al ff i'if, azitn/l hfr will, 

in tkt vilt prijon oj ajfiidtj breath: j I think we QiOuM read 
Mrll. The pafljgc fcemt to have been copied from S\x Thotnat 
More : If the bodf be to the /ev/« a f rt/i»R, ho«r flrait a prifon 

raakctj^ he the bodv, ifiai flufTcih it with riff.ra^y that the foiile 
can have no rooi^i to Uirrc itfclf but is, ai it vrerCi eodoCcd not 

in a prifon, buc m a giavt." Farmir. 

Perbapi the old rcadiag is jafti&able. So« ia Httjwt Jor M««- 
/art.' 

•« To be mfri/tnd in die view\efi winds.** Stmvbhs. 

It appear! from the amendnent propofed by Farmer, and hy Ibo 

quotation adduced by Steevens in fupport of the old leariing, that 
they both conGder this pafTagc in tlie fame light, and fuppofe that 
Kioa Philip intended to fay, that the breath was ine prifoa 
of tne foul ; " but I think they have miftaken the fenfc of it { and 
that by the vilt prifon of aflltded breath," he means the lame 
vile prifon in which the brcaih is confined ; that IS, the body. 

In the fecoud fccne of the fourth ad, K. John fays to HubCTty 
fpeakiii}^ of what paQied in his own mind : 

«« Nay, in the body of this flefhly land, ^ 

Thit kingdom, this confine of blood and brcaih« • 
" Hoftiliiy and civil t imult rei^n," 
And Hubert fays in the following fccne : 

If I, in aft, confent, or 6n of thought, ' • 
** Be guilty of the ftealing that farect breath 
*' Which was tmhovittdfd in this beauteous clay, 
Mav hell want pains enough to loriurc me!** 
It is evident that, in lUis lail pa(l4ge, tlie breath is confidered ais 
tmhuMdtd in the body 1 bttt I will not venture to affect that the 
fame inference luty with equal certainty be drawn from the former. 

M. Mason. 

There is furely no need of change. n The vile prifon of 
afHiaed breath," is the body, the ptifon in which Uic d{/irtjtd Jtml 
is coaGncd. 



Digitized by Google 



KING JOHN. 



397 



Const. Lo, now ! now fee the iCTue of your 
• peace ! 

K. Phi. Patience, good lady! comfoit, gende 

Conflaiicc ! 

Const. No, 1 defy' all coanfel, all rcdrefs, 
But that which ends all counfcl, true rcdrefs, 
Death, death O amiable lavely death ! 
Thoa odoriferous ftench ! found rotten nefs! 
Arife forth from the conch of lafting night, 
1 hou hate and terror to profpcrity, 
And I will kifs thy deteftable bones; 
And put my eyeballs in iliy vauhy brows; 
And ring thefc fingers with thy houiehuld worms; 
And Hup this gap of breath with fuHomc dull. 
And be a carrion monllcr like thyfelf : 
Come, grin on roe ; and I will think thou frairft, 
And bufs thee as thy wife I ^ Mifery's love/ 
O, come to me! 

Vte have the finse image In K, Hmry VF. Part III: 

Now my fout's palace is becoriK her prijtn,** 
Again, niorc appofadv, in his Ritpf of LucTfct : 

(i ^vcu ticie ihc Ihcaihcd iu licr liaitnlefs bread 

A harmful knife, that thence her foul oofheatfa'd; 
*' Tliat blow did bail ii from iIjc deep unrcft 
*♦ or tl al poUulcd piij'in where it brrath'd." MaiONF. 
7 A'o, / dcf)'f lkc.] To dej) ancicuily fignihcd to rejuft. So, ia 
M9WU9 mdjultelt ' 

I do d«fy thy comiBifcration.** SriBVlNS. 

• And Jop thii gap ofbreaih — | The gap of breath is themontbf 
the Outlet from whence the breath iliues. Malonf. 

* And buf» thet as ikj tuijtl\ ihus the old copjr. The word 

however, bciog no«r only ufed in vulgar language, o«ir.ino« 
derp editors have exchanged it for kifs. The fottner is ufed bjr 
Drayton, in the third canto of hjt £«r««i* lf«r«, where Qut^u 
llabel fays: 

And. we by figns fent many a fecret hnju** 
Again, in Spenfer's Fmtrj Queen, B. IJI. c. x: 
»» But every fat^re firit did give a tujfe 
lo Uclleaoie ; fo iuju did abouod.** 
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% K* Phi. O fair affli^on, peace. 

COiNST. No, no, 1 will not, having breath to 
cry : — • 

* O, that niy tongue were in the thnndcr's mouth! 
Then with a palhon would 1 fhakc the world | 
And roufe from ileep that fell anatgmy, 
' Which caonot hear a lady's feeble voice« 
Which fcorns a modern invocation/ 
Pand. Lady, yon otter madnetii, and not (of* 
row. 

Const. Thou art hot holy ' to belie me fo; 
I am not mad : this hair I tear, is mine ; 

My name is Conflance; I was Geffrey's wife; 
, Young Arthur is my fon, and he is loft: 
I am not mad ; — I would to heaven, I were! x 
For then, 'tis like I fliould forget raylelf: 
O, if 1 could, what grief Qiould I forget!^ 
Preach fome philofophy to make me mad» 

Kgtin^ SaoyhurR die tranflator of Vir^lt i58i, fcndcn 

II o/cula libavit natx 

<« Buji his prittye parrat praiinv;," 8cc. Steevens. 

• Miferjs love, &c. ] Thou, death, who art cowUdhy iiiftrj to 
come to his relief, O come to me. So before : 

« Thou Uti ao4 uiror to frofptntj,** Maloni. 

* modern »««e«/ioii. ] It ts h«rd to Ttj wbti Sbakrpeare 

flicmni by noitrn : ii is not oppofcd to mndnL In AtVt •»<// tkti 

ends well, fpeakiDg of a girl in coutcmpt. tic ufes iliis word : 
her modtrn crace." It apparently mcaoi fomeibiog ^i^A/ and 

incOhjideTahlt. JuilNSON. 

Modern^ is ttilc^ ordinarj^ c$mnitn. 
So, in As you tike itt , 

*« Full of .wife laws, nod mtdtru ivflan^ei.** 
Again, in Antony and Clenpalra : • 

n Ar we greet modem friends withal." Steevens. 

' thou ar/ not holy — ] Tlic word 'not, which is not in the oKl 
copv, (evidently omitted by the carcleflncfs of the ttaafcuberi or 
compoiiior,) ymi infcrted in the fouttk folio. Malomi. 
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And tliou /liah be canonu'd, cardinal ; 
For, being not luad, but ieiifiblc of grief, 
My rcafuiiaule part produces reafon 
How I jTiay be delivcrM of thefc woes, 
And teaches mc 10 kill or hang myfelf : 
If I were mad. I ihould forget my fon; 
Or madly ckink, a babe of clouis were he: 
1 am not mad ; too well, too well 1 feel 
The different plague of each calamity. 

K. Phk Bind up tho& trelfes : ^ O, what love I 
note 

In the fair multuude of thofc her hairs? 

Where but by chance a filver drop hath fallen, 
Even to that drop ten ihoufand wiry friends' 
Do glew ihemfcives iu fociable grief; 

• Bind uf thofe ifrjfes:'\ It was necclTiry th?A Conftincc QioulA 
be inicrruptcd, bccaulc a palHon fo violent cuinot be borne long. 
I wifli the following fpeechcs bad been cqaally happy ; but ihcy 
onljr ferve to Ihow, *bo«r difficult it is to maintaia the patbctick 
long. JoiiiuoN. . ' ' « 

7 wir^ friends — ] The old copy read* — wiry fiends. 

Wif is an mijciiivc nfcil l)y Hcywood, in tii- S'lr rr ifjt^ l6l3 : 
<i My vuIIaI furies, with their uiery Hriugt, ^ 
Shall laih thee hcDce." Sr££Vk.NS. 

Mr. Pope made the emendation. MAtONB* 

Fitndt it obvionQy a typoc^rapbical error. As the ejMtbct i^itf 

is here attributed to hnir ; fo, in another dcfcriptioti tlie letr of 
ApoMo fupplics the office of wire. In the JnJlrfJliyns to tSt ccm- 
nijfiontn Jor Ike choice of a wife Jor Prince Arliur, it is dircdcd 
<• to note the eye^browes" of the young Queen of Naples ( who, 
after the death of Arthur, was married to Henry VIII. and di- 
vorced by bim for the fake of Anna BuUoygn). They anfwer, 
41 Her browes arc of a browne heare, very fmali, like a vyr* ef 
itart." Thus aifo, Gafcoigne : 

* Firft for her bead, the hairs were not of gold, 
41 But of foroe other roettall farre more fine, 

41 WhcTof each crinet feemed to behold, 

M iikc gUHiiog vjati ag.aiaU the lunue that ihine." 
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Like true, infeparable, faithful Joves, 
Siick*ng'togethcr in calamity. 

Const. To tui^land, if you wilh* 

K Phi. ' Bind up vour hairs. ' 

Const. Yc. that 1 will ; And wiicrciorc wiii I 
(\o ii? 

I tore iliein Ironi their bonds; and cried aioudi 

0 that ihfjr hands could Jo i edenn ni) Jufi^ 

Ai ihty h4vc given thejr hairs their liberty I 

Bur now I envy at their liberty, 

And uill ag&in commit them to their bonds^ 

Becaufe my poor child is a prifoner. 

And, father cardinal,. I have heard you fay,* 

That we fhall fee and know our friends in heaven: 

If that be true. 1 fhall fee my boy again; 

For, fmce the birth of Cain, the firfl male child, 

To him that did but \cflcrdav fufpire,'' 

'^1 here was not fuch a gracious creature born, * 

• To f nq'/tn-/ if you wiU. ] Ntitlicr ilic French king nor Pan- 
dutph, has laia a v« ord of LngLiud, fince the entry of Conflance. 
Perhaps therefore, ia dcfpatir, (he meant to addrcfs the abfent King 
John: Takt mv fon to EogUud. if \ou wiIl;*'~now that he it 

in your power, I h.ivc no proTpcd of feeing hini again. It it 
^therefore ol no confcqucncc lo mc where he is. Maione. 

• hut jtjerday fufpire, ] To fu/pire in Shakfpcare, 1 bclievc, 

only meant to irtatkt. So, in K. Henty IV, Tan kl : 

«• Did he fufpiu^ that light and weighttcfi down 
« Perforce naufl 'move." 
A^ain, in a Copy of Verfei prc&xcd- to Tbonat Powcirt F^J- 
Jienalt Pttt^ 1601 : 

u Beleevc it, I Ju/pin no frcOier aire. 

It Than arc my bopei; of thtc, and they Aand fairc.** 

' STBEVBHt. 

* a gracious crtaturt hem. ] Graei'm, i, c. grattfmi, 8o« 

in Anion's Tritimph, a Mafque, i63i: 

•t ou the which [tkt frttit ) were fedoont of fcveral fruits 

in their natural colours, ou wliicb, m ^rsci$ui poftureSf by childrca 
flcepiog.'* 
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But now will canker forrow eat mv bud. 
And cl afe the native beauiv Iruin h:s check. 
And be will look as. hollow as a gboli; 
As dim and meagre as an ague^s fit; 
And (o hcW die; and, rlfing fo. again* • , 
When 1 ihall meet him in the court of heaven 
I fhall not know him : therefore never, never 
Mud I behold my pretty Arthur more. 

pANp. You hold loo heinous a ref, ccl of grief. 
Const. He talks to me, that uever had a fon.^ 
K. Phi. You are as fond of gri^. as of yonr 
child. 

Const. Grief fills «the room of my ab(ent 

child/ 

Lies in his bed, walks up and down with me; 



Again, in the fame piece: **'-..^thcy flood about bim, not 
in let ranki, but io fcvcial grMchus goftures." STtaviNf. 

A paflafc quoted by Mr. Stcereni from Marfton'a Mmhnlni^ 
1604, induces me to ihink that graiiens Vtktv.\{e in our aatf^or't 

time ititluileil ihe idea of heaufy : — he is the moH exquifite 

in fori^ing of veins, fpright'uiog of eyes, - flreking of Qiinne*^ 
blofliing of cheeks,— blaocliing and bleaching of teeth, that ever 
,de an ould lady grMOnt by torch-light." MAI.OMB. 



' Hi UUs i$ ikgt niwr i«i « /on. j To the fame purpofc 
Macduff obfenrcf— 

He has no children." 
Tbi« thought occurs alfo in King Hturj VI, Part lU. 

Stiivkm. , 

* Gritf JiUi the room up of my ahfenf child, ] 

Pciixuitur Uclirymis, 8c amat pro conjugt lu^um,** 

Imm, lib* IXm 

Slayfeard, a French poet, has the fame thought : 

Qui me confole, excite ma colcre, «' 

£t le repos eft un bien que je craini: 
Mon deuil me plait, 8c toe doit toujours plaire, 
Jl mi Ittal Uiu dt iiUt fw ji fUw»** MAtONi. 

Vol. XI. D d ' 
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Puts on his pjctty looks, rcpiats his \vord§, ' 
Remembers inc of all his gracious parts, 
StulFs out hi.^ vacaut garments with his form; 
Then, have 1 realon to be fond of grief, 
Fare you well: .had you fuch a lofs as 
I couid give better comfort than ydu do.— 
i will not keep this form upon my head, 

[ Tearing off her heaMreJs. 
When there is fach diforder in my wit* 
O lord! my boy, my Arthur, my fair fon! 
My life, myjoy.-'my food, ray all the world! 
My widow-comfort, and my lorrows' cure! 

[Exit. 

K. Phi. 1 fear fume outrage, and Tii follow her. 

[Exiu 

L&w. There^s nothing in this world, can make 
me joy:* 

life is as tedious as a twice-told tale»^ 
Vexing the dull ear of a drowfy man ; 

* ■ ■ had J^OB Jnch a lofs as /, • 

J t9mU ghi httttr cmj9ti — } Tbb it a fcntiment which great 
forrow always liidatcs. Whoever cannot help hiinfclf cafls his 
cjrcs on others iur ^{tilUace, and ofua miilakcft their iuability for 
coldnefs. Johnson. *' ^ 

* Thtrt's not king in I kis^ Scc.l The young prince feeU (lis defeat 
with mora feoiibiiity thaa hit father. Shame operates tnoft ftrongly 
in the catlier years i aAd wheo can dir^race be left welcome than 
when a man ia going, to hit bride? Johnson, 

* Lifi it ai iediBUt «i a twice-told tult^ ] Our author, here and in 

another play, fccms to liaVc had the •)Oll» Pfal'ii in his thoughts: 
}:iiX when thou art angry, all our days arc gouc, wc bring our 
yuurs t9 «« t^df MS it vftre a talt tial is told," So again, ia 

Life*t btit a walking fhadow; — * 

it is a t.i!c 

Told by an idiot, full of found and fury, 
Sigoifyisg nothing." Malone. 
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And bitter lhaine hath fpoil'd the fweet world*8 * 
^ taftc/ 

That it yields naught, but fliamc, and bitternefs. 

Pand. Before ilic curini; of a (liong dileafc. 
Even in the indant of repair and health, 
The fit is llronr;eR; evils, that take leave. 
On their departure mofl of all Ihow evil: 
What have you loft by lohog of this day? 

Lew. All days of glory, joy, and happinefs. 

Pand. If you hadwon'it) certainly, you bad. 
Mo, no : %vhen fortune means to men mod good^ 
She looks upon them with a threatening eye. 
'Tis'ftrange, to think how much king John hath loil 
In this which he accounts fo fclcarly won : 
Are not you griev'd, that Arthur is his pn Toner? 

Lew. As heartily, as he is glad he hath him. 

Pand. Your mind is all as vouthful as your blood. 
Now hear me fj-eak, with a prophetick fpirit; 
For even the brcaih of what I mean to fpeak 
Sha^l blow each dufl, each draw, each little rub. 
Out of the path which fhall ditedlly lead 
Thy foot to England's throne ; and, therefore, mark. 

? I tit Jwt^ world's taji^l The old copy --^/autt wonl. 

SrtEvtNS. 

The Jwtet word is lift; which, fays the fpeakcr, is no longer 
fwcet, yielding now uotbiag but Ibatue and biuernefk. Mr. Pope, 
witb'fome pUufibility, but ccvtataly without acccfliiy, icads^— <i< 
fmttt world't tojff. . Malonc. 

I prefer Mr. Pope's reading, which it fafficientl/ juAified hf 
the following paiKigc in HmM: 

** How w«ary, /rt/r, »nd unprofitable 
** Seem to me all the tifcs of tIus uctU!'* 
'Out prefent rage loTjeJlvralton ironx aucicnt copies, may induce 
font of our rcadert to cxclain, wlib Othello, — Cluio» i» c<«i« 
«f«tSt" STUTIMS* 

' D d « 
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John hatli feiz'd Arthur ; and it cannot be, 
That, whiles warm life plays in that infant's veins. 
The mifplac djobn ihoald entertain an hour, 
One minute, nay, one quiet breath of reft: 
A fcepter, fnatch'd with an unruly band« 
Maft be as botfteroufly maintained as gain'd: , , 
And he, that (lands upon a (lippery place, 
Makes nice of no vile hold to ftay him up : 
That John may riand, then Arthur needs muft fall; 
So be it, for it cannot be but fo. ' 

Llw. But what (hail i gain by young Arthur s 
fall ? 

Pand. You, in the right of lady Blanch your 
wife. 

May then make all the claim that Arthor did. 
Lew. And lofe it, life and all, as Arthur did. 
Pand. How green you are, and freih in this old 
world!' 

John lays you plots ; • the times confpire with you r 

For he, that fteeps his fafcty in true blood,* 
Shall find but bloody fafeiy, and untrue. 
This a£i, fo evilly born, fhali cool the hearts 

* How greerfy kc] Hall in his Chronicle of Richard III. Ikjri, 
— «wbat accde ia ihai grtnt w»rUt the prouAor bad," &€. 

HVMOtRtON. 

* lift yov puts I ] That ii, lays plott, which muft be Ter. 
viccable to you. Perhaps our author wrote— J^fMr plots* John it 

doing your bufinefj. NtALdSE. 

The old rcaliogis undoubtedly the true one. A &milar phraf* 
•ccurt in the ^rft Part of JT. Henry ft; 

«* He writes mt here, — that," &c. 
Again, in the Second Patt of the fame play — He WOuld hlVO 
cairied yovi a fore-baud Ihafi," &c. STttVENR. 

* — • — hut hl99d^\ The blood of him thai^ btt the j«/ claim. 

Johnson. 

The cxprcflion Utm to acAB HO motc thas ImfciBf uo«d 
geacnl. Bjtiom. 
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Of all his people, and frceie up their zeal ; 
That none lo Imali advantage fhall ftcp iorth/ 
To check his reign, but they wiil cherifb it: 
No natural exhalation in the (ky* 
No fcape of nature,' no diftemper d day, 
^o common wind, no ciiftomed event. 
But they will pluck away his natural caufe, 
And call ihcm nictcois, prodigies, and f»g|is, 
Aboriivcs, prclages, and tongues of heaven, 
Plaiuiy dtnounting vengeance upon John. 

Lew. Mav be, he will not touch yuuug Arthur's 
life, 

But hold hiiufelf fafe in his prironmenf, » 

Pand. O, (it, when he (ball hear of your approach. 
If that young Arthur be not gone already. 
Even al that news he dies: and then the hearts 
Of all his people (hall revolt from iiirn^ 
And kifs the lips of unacquainted change; 
And pick flrong matter of revolt, and wrath. 
Out of the bloody fingers' ends of John. 
Mcihinks, 1 fee this huily all on foof; 
And, O, wliat better matter breeds for you, 
Than 1 have nam'd! ^ — The ballard i aulconbridgC 
Is now in England, ranfacking the church, 
Oifending charity: If but a dozen French 

' A** (ctpe $/ Mter#,J The old C9p7 r<tdi2->X# (Scope, &c. 

Stefvens. 

It wa» corredcd by Mr. Pope. The word abortives in the latter 
part of this fpeerh, referring apparently to thefe fttpn §f asfMrn, 
COofirms the emeodatinn that has been made. Malone. 

The author very finely c..Us a mr,rtliiov^ li'th, an tfcapi cf nature, 
Al li it were produced while the was buiy ellewbcre, or iatcnt 
upon fotne otnec thing. Warbukton. 

* Ani^ O, what htter mattir krteds J§r you, 

Than I have nam4t\ 1 bcUevc wc fliottld leid— iofteed 
of 0. M. Masom. . . ' 

. D d S 
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Were there in arms, they would be ns a call^ 
To train ten thoutand Lnglilh to their fide; 
Or, as a liule Inow," tumbled about. 
Anon becomes a mQuntain. O noble Dauphin, 
Go with me to the king*: 'Tis wonderful, 
Whar may be wrought out of their dtfcontent: 
Now that their fouls are topfall of offence. 
For England go ; 1 will whet on the king. * 

Lew. Strong rcafons make firoug anions:' Let. 
us go; . 

If you fay, ay, tue king will not lay, no. [Exei^ni, 

' tkty would hi at a c»H — ] The image it uUea from ihe 

qiaQoer in which birds are fomciimcs caught; one bring placed for \ 
%ht pttTpofe of drawing' others to the net, by hit note br cett. 

Ma LONE. 

• Or, as a little fnow,] Bacon, in h\% Hilary of litnry VII, 
fpeaking of Siiaaci » match, obfcrvcs, that their Jnow-ball did 
sot gaiher ai it we'nt.** Johnson. 

ftroog anions:] The oldeft copy rcadt— jlriift a&ioais 

tlic folio i632 — Jrov;^. SrrEVrNS. 

The cdiior of ihe Iccond folio for firangr fubflittttcd Jitong; and 
ihe two words fo nearly rcfcmbU each other that they might ceiw 
tainly have been eafily confounded. Ant in the prefent inftance 

I fee no rcafon for departing fium the reading of the origtoal copyi 
which is pcilVdly inielligiblc. Malone. 

The repetition in tlie iecond folio is perfedly in our author's 
inanner, and it countenanced by the foUdwiog paiiage in Kin^ 
Bmry V: 

** Think we King Harry Jrovi;, 

^* And, princes, look, ^ou ^tonglj arm to meet him. " 
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ACT IV. S C £ N E I. 

Northampton. ' A Room in the CaJlU. 

Enter Hubert, and two Ai^ndanis, 

Hub. Ilcat me ihefe irons ho4; and, look thou 
fland 

Within ilic arras: when I flrike my foot 
Upon the bofora oi the ground, rufli forth ; 
And bind the boy, which you fhall iiad with mc, 
lad to the chair: be. heedful: hence, and watch. 

1 Attend. I hope, your warrant %viil bear put 
the deed. 

Hu6. Uncleanly fcruplcs I Tear not yon: look 
to't.— [ Esiunl AUcTifianls^ 

Voung lad, come forth ; I have to fay with you. 

Enter Arthur.. 

A-rth. Good 'morrow, Hubert. 

Hub. Good morrow, little prince 

* Ko7{hatr,p!on.] The faft is, as lias been already ftated, that 
Arthur was fiift confined at Falailc, and aftcrtvatd$ at Roueo in 
Moraiandy, where Ite wa& put to death. — Our author hat deviated^ 
iu ihit partieobr froo the hiftorjr, and brought King John's 
nrplicv^^ 10 England) hxn there is no rirrumftance euhcr m the 
ori>^iii.il play, or in this of Sliakfpcare, to point ovU the particular 
calUc la wliich be is fuppolcd lo be coniiucd. Ihe caAle of 
Northantptoa has been mentioned in fome modern editions as ih«', 
place, mereljr bccanfe in the firft ad King John fitmi to have been 
in that town, la the old copy there is ao wheie any notice of 
place. Malone. 
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Arth. Aft little prince (having To great a title 
To be more prince.) as may be.— You are fad. 

Hub. Indeed, 1 have been merrier. 

Arth. . Mercy on me! 

Methinks, no body fliould be fad but I: 
Yet, I reipembcr, when I was in France, 
Young gciuienicn would be lutl as night, 
Only lor wantonucfs. ^ By my chridevidora,* 

« 

• Toung gfnilttnfn^ &c. ] It fljould feem ihal this alTcdation had 
foaod it$ wsky into'EogUnd, a» if it rHiculcd by Ben Jonfoii io the 
fthiTuSLer of MaAer Stephen in f.i ny M^fn in kis Hvmour, 1601. Ac^iin, 
in <)ji^/tieni cofrfnyji Conif-hncdy and the nafvrt of he Conif, See. 
i'i9>: i hai coiiir-hi od whicU piocccdcs o( MrUmktlj^ is, 

%»hen in (eaflings appointed for merriment, lhi» kind of conie- 
inan fiur like Mopfus or Corydon, bln<-kifb« never laughing* never 
fp^.^Vin^, but fo bcarifhiie as if he uduK! devour all the companic; 
wyiicti he doih to tlti:> end, lhal li>e ^ucHs mi^ht niutier how ihit 
his deep mrlanckolj aif^ueth great learning in him, and an intend* 
meat to noft wcighijr affiiiret and heavenlit fpeculailont. ** Again, 
in Beautooni and Fletcher's Qjirfu of Cotinikt Onoi 'fayi; 

'» Cotne let i be mrla-ickolj, " 
Afain, io Lviv's Aii(/«j, 1393: MtUnckol) ! it mtiandeij a 
vord for a barber's mouth? Thou Aiould'fl fay, heavy, dull, and 
doltiih: ntUntholj it the creft of couiliers, and now every bafe 
eomj anion, Kc. fays he is mdamkoif.^ Again, in Ik* LiJ* *»d 
Dtmtk oj Ike Lord Cromu tll 161 3: 

My nobility is woadefful mtUvckolj. — 

b it not ««jf |mi</«Ma-/il« I* k9 mUuck$fyf** 

Lyiy, in bit Mi/«r, ridiculct the fiffieflaiion of milMnehlff 

Now every bafe companion, being in hi» mvhU fuf'lti, fays, he 
is melatichofy. — Thou ihould ll fay thou art lumpijh. If thou en* 
croach on our iourtij terms, weele trounce thee." Farmer. 

1 doubt whether our author had any authority for attrlbi ling 
this fpccics of aHedatioQ to the Fiench. He generally afcribes the 
maooert of England to atl other countries. Mai.one. 

, ■ — — By my chriflendom. ] Thi» word is ufed both here and in 
ifffj vtli tkal tnii welly for hapii/m, or rather tkt bmptijmal nameg 
Aor it Ait nfe of the word peculiar to our author. Lyly, bis pre- 
deceffbr, hat employed the word in the fame wayt Concerning 
the body, at ihereia no gendewoiua fo cuiiotM to b«fe hin ia 
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So I were out of prifon , and kept (beep , 

I fliould be as merry as the day h long ; 

And fo I would be here , but that 1 doubt 

My uncle pra^lifes more harm to me : 

He is afraid o( rue , and 1 of liim : 

Is it my fault that I was detfrey's fon ? 

No, indeed, is'tnot; And I would to heaven, 

1 were your fon , fo you would love me, Hubert. 

Hub. If 1 talk to him, with his innocent prate 
He will awake 'my mercy, which lies dead : 
Therefore I will befudden, and dcfpatch. [Afidei 

Arth* Arc you fick, Hubert? you look pale 
to-day: 

In footh, 1 would you were a little fick; 

That 1 might fit all night, and watch with you: 
I warrant , 1 love yon more than yon do me. 

Ht;B. liis words do take polTcffion ofmybofom.— 
Read here, young Arthur. [ Showing a paper. ] How 
now, foOli/h rheum! [A/ide* 
Xurning difpiteous torture but of door! 
I miiii be brief; led refolntion drop 
*Out at mine eyes, in tender womanith tears. 
Can you not read it? it it not fair writ? 

Arth. Toofaifly, Hubert, for fo foul eSeA: 
Mud you with hot irons burn out both mine eyes? 

•Hub. Young boy , 1 mufl. 

Arth. And will you? 

' H[JB. * And I will. 

Arih. Have you the heart.'' When your head did 
but ake , 

print, fo thtrc is no one fo carclcfi to have him a wretch, — only 
his right fli-ipe to (how him n mau , hii chrijlindomc io prove hii 
fohh. " Eupkiui Mnd kit England, 1^81. S«c aIC» V«t. IX. p. it. 
4. MALbMB* 
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I knit my handkerchief about your brows , 
(The beft I bad, a princefs wrought it me,) 
And I did never a(k it you again : 
And with my hand at midnight held your bead; 

And, like ihc watchful minutes to the hour, 
Still and aiion cheer'd up the heavy time; 
Saying, What lack you? and, Where hes your grief? 
Or, What good love may I perform for you? 
. Many a poor man's Ton would have lain iliU» 
Aqd ne*er have fpoke a loving word to you; 
But you at your fick fervice had a prince. 
Nay, yon may think, my love was crafty love » 
And call it; cunning; Do, an if you will: 
If heaven be pleas'd that ydu muft ufe me ill , 
Why, then you muft. — Will you put out mine eyes? 
1 hefe c\cs, that never did, nor never fliall. 
So much as, frown on you? 

HfJB. ' 1 have fvvoin to do it; 

And with hot iroiif; mufl 1 burn them out. 

Arth. Ah, none, butin this iron age, would doitl 
The iron of itfeif, though heat red - hot , ^ * 
i\pproaching near thcfc eyes, would drink my tears^ 
And quench his firy indignation , ^ 

* — — though heat red - hot , j The participle krat , thoug!! now 
wat in ufe in our author's tioie. See Twtljtk Slight ^ 
Vol. V. p. S84 , n. 9. 

So , in the facred wtitin|s: He commanded that ihcy (liould 
br.it the furnace one fevea tioiCS more iban it WAS WOnt (O be ktntm* 
Dan. iii. jq. Malone. 

^ And fiMtcl bii firy iadignation , ] The old copf — tits ftrf 
indi^ti.iiion. SrrLVENS. 

Wc ihould UM<1 cither «*:.'/ firy, " or •« h'\s firy indij»nation. " 
The Ute reading was probably an error of the prefft. iiu is moft 
in Sh|krpeare'i ftyle. M. Mason. 

By ^kis firy itidicnatton , however , be might meati , — the in- 
dignation tfiMi prodiired by the iron being made red- hot for foch 
an iaUumau purpofe. MALONf.' ^ 'i 
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/ 

Even m die matter of mine innocence: 
Nj^y, after that, con fume away in ruft, 
But for <;ontaining fire to (larm mine eye.' 

you mo^e ftubbom-bard than hammered iron? 
An if an angel fhould have come to me , 
And told me , Hubert fhonld put out mine eyes , 
1 would not have belicv'd uo tongue, but tinbcrt's.* 
Hub. Come forth, [ Stamps* 

l{tf-«7i/^r Attendants , with cord, irons ^ Sec. 

Do as I bid you do. 

Arth. O, favc mc, Hubert, fave me! my eyes 

arc out, 

Even with the fierce looks of ihefc bloody men, 
Hum* Cive mc the iron, I fay, and bind him l^ere. 
Arth. Alas, what need you be fo boifl'rous-rongh? 

I will not druggie, I. will Aand done * dill* 

For heaven^s fake, Hubert, let me not be bound! 

Nay, bear me, Hubert! drive tbefe men away, 

And I will fit as quiet as a lamb;' 

1 will not ftir.^nor wince, nm fpcak a word, 

Nor look upon the iion angcrly : 

Thef« Uft wordi are talea from the Bibte. In ttic EpiAle t* 
the Hebrevrs , we read — a certain fearful lookiof for of ju4fe* 
BUOt and fiery indignalien." eh. x. v. 27. Wh alliy, 

' / would not have bditvd no tongve , hul Hubtrt'i* ] The olti 
copy, aud fome oi our modem editors, read : • 

/ W9iUd Mi kMft Mup'd him ; i^^gtu M HMhtrfs, 
The Mnthii, that the tranfcribcr, not underflandinfr the power of 
ihc two nej^atjvcs no/ and no, (whicli are ufuallv cin|>Ioyed not to 
ailirm, but to deny more forcibly,] iauruded the rcdiiudaut pronoun, 
Ita. At y9u iik$ U iOordt an inftaoce of the phrafeoiogx I hav^ 
defended % 
Xor , I am fare , there it no forc^ in Cjei 
That can do hurt.** $Tfiav£NS* 
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Ihrufl but ihefe men away, and I'll forgive you. 
Whatever torment you do put me to. 

Hub. Go, iland wiiliin ; let me alone with him. 
/ I Att£MD. 1 am beH pieasM to be from fucb a 
deed. [ txeunt Attendants. 

Arth. Alas! I then have chid away my friend ; 
He' hath a ftern look; but a gentle heart: — 
Let him come back , that his compaflion may 
Give life to yoais. 

Hub. Come, boy, prepare yourfclf. 

Arih. Is there no remedy ? ' 

Hub. None , but to lofe your eyes. 

A&1H. O heaven ! — that there were but a mote 
in yours, * 

A grain, a duft, a gnat, a wandVing hair. 
Any annoyance in that precious fenfe ! 
Then , feelingwhat fmall things are boiftVous there. 
Your vile intent muft needs feem horrible. 

Hu B. Is this your promife? go to, hold your tongue. 

Arth. Hubert, the utterance of a brace of tongues 
Mufl needs want pleading for a pair of eyes: 
Lei me not hold my tongue ; let not, Hubert! 

*— — « mote in joitrj , ] Old copy — a moth. Stefvins. 
Surety we fliould readr — i mote. Our author, who has borrowed 
fo much frdoi the (acred writing*, without doubt remcnbeied«". 
And why beholdcft thou the m§tf that is ia thy brotbcr't «^#, ** Ice. 

M»UL Vii. 3. So, in Hanlet : 

A m§tt it is , to trouble the miDd's e)e. " * 
A m$i€ it a fmall particle of ftraw or chalF. It is likcwife ofed 

old writers for an atom* 

I have fifuc found my conjcflure confirmed. Moth was tnerely 
the old fpcUiag of mott. la the pud-igc quoted from Htvilel , the 
word it fpelt wtlA io the origioal copv, as it is here. So alfo» 
io the preface to Lodge's in€aitfMt§ Demls of tkt 4gt^ 410. li^S: 

— ^ thcjr are in the aire, like «to::il u< Jole ^ motius in the 
fonne. " See alio Floiio's Ilaliaa Dift« i&9& : f cltuCCO* a 
molk^ a little beam. ' Mai.um&. 
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Or, Hubert, it you will, cut out my tongue/ 
So I may keep mine eyes ; O , {pare mine eyes ; 
Thoui;h to no uic, buc ilili to look on you! 
Lo, by my trotb, 'the inUr&ment is cold. 
And would no*t harm me. 4 

Hub., I can heat it, boy. 

Arth. No, in good footh; the fire is dead with 
gnef. 

Being create for comfort, to be us'd 
In undefervM extremes: Sec elfe yQUrfelf; 
There is no malice in this burning coal;^ 
The breath of heaven hath blown iiis fpirit out. 
And Hrew'd repentant aihes on his head. 

Hub. But with my breath I can revive it, boy. 

Arth. And if you do, yon will but make it b 1 uili. 
And glow with (hame of your proceedings, Hubert:* 
Nay, it, perchance, will fparkle in; your eyes; . 
And, like a dog that is compellM to fight. 
Snatch at his mader that doth tarre him on. * 

fOr, Huitrt, if yon oil #«l mf (•ngut,] Thh it according 
to natutc. ' We imagine ao evil To great as that which it uear 

JtlHNSON. 

• I kt Jirt ii dead with pit( ^ ifc] The fenfe is : tktjiu y be- 

\n%trfltd not to hurt, hut h ttmfort, is itWtrith erit/JoT Gndiog 
iticir ujti in ads of cruelty, which, being innocent, I have nel 
dtfervtd. •Johnson. 

» Thtrt 11 no malice in Ihis buming coal;] Dr. Grey fays, «« that 
mt maliu in a hurning coal is cciUinly abfurd , and that we (hould read : 
ri«r« is M mmlitt kvrning ia this fL ** Steevins. 

Dr. Grey's remark on this paffage is an hypercriiicifm. The 
coal was ftill burning, for Hubcit fav^, " he could revive it wiih 
hti breath: " but it bad loft for a time its power of injuring by 
the abatement of Its heat. M. , Mason. 

urre Aim m. ] i. e. flimulate, fet him on. Soppofed to 

t>e derived from TeeootTlai, cxciio. The word ocrurs again itt 

Uamtet: and the nation holds it no rtn to tmrrt them Oa 

10 controverfy. " Again, ia Trotlui and Crfjida: 

Frtde alone miift imn* the naftiii'ft on. *' STWlNf. 
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« 

All thing?, thatyou fliculd ule to do mc wrong. 
Deny their office : only you do lack 
That mercy, which fierce fire, and iron^ extends, 
Creatures of note fpr mercy -lacking ufes; 
Hub. Well , fee to live ; * I .will not touch thine 
eyes ' 

For all the ticafure that lliinc uncle owes: 
Yet am I fworn , and 1 did purijofe , boy, 
With this fame very iron to burn them out. 

Akth. O, now you look like Hubert! ail this while 
You were dilguifed. 

Hu]|. Pea^e : no more. Adieu ; 

Your uncle muft not know but you are dead: 
ni fill thefe dogged fpies with falfe Reports* 
And, pretty child, fleep donbtlefs , ajudfecure. 
That Hubert, for the wealth of all the world. 
Will not offend thee. 

' Arth. • O heaven! — I thank you, Hubert. 
* Hub. Silence ; no more : Go clofely in with me; ^ 
Much danger do 1 undergo for thee. [ ExcutU. 

• fee to lite ; ] The meaning it not , I believe , — keep your 

eyc«Gght, that you may live (lor he roigh'. Iiavc lived ihough 
blind). The words, agreeably to a comnfton idiom of our lan- 
guage, mean, I conceive* no more than M9«. Malone. 

Sti tjt Hv* mcaoi only Ctthmf 19 tnjtf iii mum oj lift. 

SftEVENS. 

Oa further coniideration of thcfc words, i believe the author 
meant, Well, live, tndUve with the meant of feeing/ thatli, 
ivith your eyes uninjured. *' MaloNE, 

^ Co clofcly in v'iiK me ; ] i. e. fccrcily, i»ffivately. So, 

Albttmuiar ^ ibio. Ad. ill. fc. i: 

I'll entertain him here, mean while, fleal you 
&9felj inlo the room, " 8cc. ' 
Again, in Tkt AtktiJ's Tragtdj^ i6is. Ad IV. fc. i: 
»» Enter Frifco clcfflj. '* 
. Again, in Str ticury Wouoa'h I'aralUl: • ^ 

That when he «rat free from reftcaint , Ue (houU €/i/*ty Ulu 
an oat Jodghg ak^Giccawicli, *' &UP« 
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SCENE II. 

The fame, A Room of Jlatt in the Palace. 

Enter King ]oH'ii, crowned; PtMBROKt, Salisbury, 
and other Lords. The King lakes his JlaU, 

K. John. Here once^ again we fit, oucc again 

crown'd, * 

And lookM upon, 1 hope, with cheerful eyes. 
P£M. Tills once again , but that your highnefs 
plcas'd , 

Was once fuperfluous,: ' you were crownM before, 
And that high royalty was ne^er piuck*d off; 
The faiths of men ne*er flained with revolt; 
Frefh expedation troubled not the land, 

Willi any long'd-for change, or better ftate. 
Sal, 'Tlicrefure, lo be pollcli'd. with double 
pomp, 

To guard ^ liile that was^ rich before , ^ 

\ 

^ — — M<f agaio cr«W^,[ Old wpf^a^ainjt, Corre&ed ia 
the fourth folio. UlAtOMS. 

' This 9ntt n^ain , 

Was once Jupetjuous : J This one time more was one time more 
ibsn enougli. Johnson. 

It (hould be remembered that Kiogjohn wai at prefent crowned 
for t!ic fourifi livxt. Stffvf.ns. 

JoUq's fccond coronaiioo was at Canterbury in the year 1201. 
He was crowoed a third lime at the fame place, after the murder 
of bis oephewr, io April iso«} probabljr with a view of coo* 
firming his title to tl)e throne hit competitor ao longer ftanding 
ia his way. Mauonf. 

' To guard a lUit that was rith Icjort To guard ^ is to frincie, 

JOHNSOM* 

Itaiher, to lace. So, in Tki Mtrekmnl tj Vinien 

"ive him a livcrv 

More gtiarded than Ins fellows." StecvenS. * 
Set UtaJuTt pr M^iajurt^ Vol. VI. p. loS • 9 , n. a* MalonC. 



* 
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To gild refined gold, to paint the lily, 

To thrcnv a pcifuiiie on the violet, 

1o Imuoih tlic ice.'or add another hue 

Unto the rainbow, or with taper-light 

To leek the beauteous eye of heaven to garniiliy 

Is wafleiul , and ridiculous excefs. 

Pemb. But that your royal pleafure mufl be done. 
This ad is as an ancient tale new told ; ' 
And', in the laft repeating, troublefome » 
Being urged at a time unfeafonabie. 

Sal. In- this, the antique and well- noted lace 
Of plain old form is much disfigured: 
And. like a Ihiftcd wind unto a fail. 
It makes the coarfe ot thonghis to fetch about; 
Stnnlcs and frights conlideration ; 
Makes found opinion litk , and truth fufpe&:d , 
For putting on Co new a fa(bion'd robe. 

Pemb. When workmen drive to do better than 
well. 

They do confound their (kill in covetoufnefs: ' 
And, oftentimes, excufing of a fault, 

^ — — at 0» sncitnt talt new iotd{ J Had Shakfpearc beea « 
dilifent esattiner of hit own coiDpofitiont, he wottM not fo fooa 
have repeated aa idea which he had fitft put sato the mouth of tlie 

Dauphiu : 

*' Life is as ledioui at a twire-mld talc, 
' *• Vexing the dull ear of a drowfv mao. " 
Mr. Malooe has a remark to the fame tcndencf . STerviNt* 
* tktf d0 conftnnd tkeh JkitI in covetoufnrr^ : ] i. e. not by their 
avarice , but in aa eager cmulaiioo, aa inteafc aefire of excelUngi 
as in Htnrj y : 

But if it he a fin to rmf 4««f«r, 
1 am the uioft ofTendtng foul alive. ** TbeoIALO. 
So, in our auihor's io3d Sonnet : 

*♦ Were il not finful then, Hriving to mend, 
** To mar the fubjed that beJore was well.^" 
Again • in King Lmr: 

M Striving to hitter, oft we mu wbat*i well. ** IIammi. 
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Doth make the fault the worfc by the excaiie; 
As patches, let upon a little breach, 
Difcreiit more in hiding of the fault,' 
Than did the fault before it Was fo patched. 

Sal. To thiseifc£l, before yoo were new-ctown^d^ 
We breathM our counfel: but it pleasM your high*- 
ncfs 

To overbear it; and we are all well pleasM; 

Since all and every part of what we would,' 
Doth make a Hand at what your hlghnefs will. 

JoHx\. Some reafons of this double corona« 

lion 

I have poffefs'd you with, and think them flrong; 
And more, rnorefirong, (when Iclfer is my fear,) 
I fhall indue you with ; ^ Mean dme, but a(k 
What you would have reformM, that is not well; 
And well (bail you perceive, how willingly 
I will both bear and grant you your requefts. * 

* III HSng •/ ikt fault,] FbM mm% Umi/h, MAlomi. 

* Sinti M and tvtty pmt 9/ what w9 «'9K<i,] $iac« the whoU 
andveach particular part of our wiflbcs, kc. Malomi* 

* Soiht Ttafom of tkti douUt coronati»n • 
i kav« fojft/s'd jou with, and thi!;i ikem Jrang; 
And m$rtt m»u Jhongy (when Itjer tM my Jtar^) 

IJkM hdm-you wiik : ] Mr. Uieobatd reads — (the /«fir is w$ 
fi») which, in the following note, I>r. Johafoo haa aucmpted to 
explain. Steevens. 

I have told you fome reafons, in ray opinion Jlrong^ and (hall 
leU more yit Jrongm for the ftronger my reafons are, the U/s U ay 
Jtmr of your difapprobetion. This fceat to be thr^Masiof* 

AnJ marf, mori jlrong^ (when. It^fr is my Jfar^) 
J Jhmil indut you wilk: ] The hrft folio reads s 
(ilica Itjfer is my jt»T\ 
The. true reading -is obvioiM ciioogh 

— ^ (when Iffftr is a^ TvTiWHlTT. 
1 have done this cacadatioi^ ibe juAicc to place it in the text. 

Stuv&mi. 

* Vol. XI. E c ^ 
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Pbmb. Then I, (as one that am the tonghe of 
thefe, 

To found the parpofes ^ of all their hearts,) 
Both for myfelf and them, (but, chief of all, , . 
Your fafcty, for the which myfelf and them , 

Bend their beft fludics,) heartily rcqucft 

The cnfranchifcmciu of Arthur ; whofe rcftraini 
Doth move the murmuring lips of difconicnt 
To break into this dangerous argument, — 
If, what in reft you have, in right you hold, 



The Heps of wrong,) fliould move you to raew up 
Your tender kinfmanj* and to choke his days 
With barbarous ignoraocei and deny his youth 



* !*• Jvml He purpo/ts — ] To Mate^ to puhlijh the defiret of 
all ihofe, Johnson. 

• IJ^ tukat in reft you kave, in right you htld. 
Why then your ftars^ [which, as thry fnj, ellrnd 
Ths ^eps oj wr«n^,) ihould move yen to mtw up 

T9» iiniir kUJmw^ &c. ] Perhaps we Ihould readf 
JJ^ witt M WTctk you kttvt^ in rigkt you ktld, ■■ ■ 
1. e. if what you poflcfs by an aft of fcisure or violence, be. 
So agaio, in this pUj : 

*♦ The immsocat decay of wnjid pomp.'* 
Wrejl is a Tubftanitive ufed bjr Sptnfer, aod by for aathof in TtoUm 

a-td CrrfJiJa. Stefvens. 

Tlic emendation propofed by Mr. Stcevrns is its own voucher. 
If /int and JhouU change places, and a mark, of inierTOgahon be 
placed after nurti/t^ the full fcnfe of the paflage will be reflored. 

, Henley. 
Mr. Steevens's reading; of mre^ is better tban his explan.nion. 
If adopted, the mcjoinij muft be— what jitfu pejftftt or have in 
y«ur hands 9r grafp. Ritson. 

It is evident that the wordi Jk9uli and fira, have changed their 
places. M. Mason. 

Ihc conrtrudiop is — If yon have a good tii!c to what you now 
quietly poffefs, why thtn ^cuU your feais move you, 8cc. M ALONE. 
'Perhaps this ^elU^n it ellipticallx cxpreffed, and meani— 

*^ Why then if it Ikt your fean flioold more you," Scc^ 

Stssvsns. 



Why then yoijr fears, 




attend 
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The rich advantage of good cxercife?' 
That the ames enemies may not have this 
To grace occafions, let it be our fuit. 
That y.ou have bid us'afk his liberty ; 
Which' for onr goods we do no further afk, 
Than whereupon our weal, on you depending, 
Counts it your weal, he have his liberty. 

k. John. Let it be io ; 1 do cuminit his youth 

» 

■ • 

. EnUr HuBEET. 

To yont direftion,— -Hubert, what ncfws with yon? 
Pemb. This is the man Ihonld do the bloody 

deed ; 

He fliow'd his warrant to a friend of mine: ' 
The image of a wicked heinous fault 
Lives in His eye; that clofc afpecl of his 
Does fliow the mood of a much -troubled breaft; 
And I do fearfully believe, 'tis done. 
What we fo fear'd he had a charge to do. * 

Sal. The colour of the king doth come aqd go, 
Between his purpofe and his confcience,^ 

7 —^gi0d ettra/if] fo the middle aget the vhole educatioif 

of princes and ooble youths confirtrd in martial cxcrciftfs, kc. 
Thefc could not be cafily had in a pnfon, where mental improve- 
menu might have been afforded as well as aov where clfc ; but thii 
fort of cdvcation never entered into thit thonghis of out tAive) 
warlike, bat illiterate nobilii^. PtRCV. 

• Between his purpofe « 'i:*! conjdence^ ] Between hi* cnnfci$^m^ 
$u/s of guilt, and liii drjign to conceal it by iair profefljons. 

Johnson. 

The purpofe of the King, which Salifbury aTtudes to, js that of 
potting Arthur to death, which he confiders as not yet accom* 
pliHied, and therefore fuppofci that there might ftiU he « conAiA 
in the fine's mind, 

Bctvreea hx% purfofi and hi* confcience. ** 
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Like heralds 'twixt two dreadful battles fct:' 
His paflion is fo ripe, it needs muft break. 

P£MB. And, when it breaks, * 1 fear, will iiTue 
thence 

The foul corruption of h fweet child's death. 
K. John. We cannot hold mortality's firong 
hand:— 

Good lords, although my will to give is living, 
The fntt which you demand is gone and dead^ 
He tells us, Arthur is dcceasM to-night. 

Sal. Indeed, we fear'd, his fitknefs was pad cure. 

p£MB. Indeed, we heard how near his death he 
was, 

Before the child himfelf felt he was hck: 
This muft be anfwefdy either here, or whence. 
K* John* Why do you bend fuch folemnbrow^ 
on me? 



lo irbeft Safflbmy feci the dcid hoAf of Arthw, be byt. 

It is the ftiamcful work of Hubert's hand; 
«' The pradire aad the pwpoft of the kiog." M. Mason. 

aather, between the criminal ad that he piannti and commanded 
to %t cxccwtcd, and the reproaches of bis conference confequc&l 
•a the esecutien -of it. So* in Ceri#/e«M« 

" It is a fuTpoi'i thing, «od grows by plot.'* 
Yi% have nearly the fame exprefTion* afterwards: 

Nsy, in the body of ibi« fleihly laud, [in John's ova 
pcrfon] 

•« HoIUIiiy, and civil tnatilt, reigns 

Beiwttn nj ctnfcxtnct and my covjins death, " Malonb. 

• Like hrraldi 'txiixt two dre*dj%l hatflfs fct : ] But heralds are 
not pUoicd^ I prefume, in the midfi betwixt two lioes of battle; 
though tbcy^ end trnmpcts, ate often (cnt over from party to paiiy, 
to propofe teroit, denaiid • perlcy. Ice. I have therefore ventured 
to read, ftnt. THEOBALb. 

Sft i\ not fxrd, but only pUced i heralds rrtuft be Jet betWCCn 
battles, ia order to be ftnt between ihcm. Johnson. 

* And^ mken it h'taks,^ Ihis but an indelicate aic(apl>0|^ 
tahfa firodt an impofthumatcd tumour* Johnson. ^ 
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Think yon, I bear tbe fliears of defiisy? 

Have I commandment on the pulfe of life ? 

Sal. It is apparent foul-play ; and 'tis {haiiic» 
That greatnefs ftiould fo grofsly offer it:— 
So thrive it in your game ! and fo farewell. 

p£Mfi. Stay yet, lord Salilbury ; Til go with 
thee, 

And find the inheritance of this poor child, , 
His little* kingdom of a forced grave. 
That blood, which ow'd the breadth of all this iflCi 
Three foot of it doth hold ; Bad world the wkile! 
This muft not be thus borne ; fStkU vnll break out 
To all oar forrows, and ere long, 1 doubt. 

[Exeunt Lords. 

K. John. They burn in indignation; I repent; 
There is no fure foundation fet on blood; 
No certain life achieved by others' death » i 

Enter a Mcffenger.. t 

A fearful eye thou haft ; Where is that blood. 
That 1 have feen inhabit in thofe cheeks? 
So foul a Iky clears not without a ftorm.: 
Pour down diy weather :^How goes all in France ? 
'Mess. From France to England.'— -Nevtr fuck 
a power ^' 
For any foreign preparation. 
Was levied in the body of a land! 
The copy of your fpecd is learn'd by them; 
For, when you fhould be told they do'preparc. 
The tidings come, that, they are all arrived. 

* Frm Ttmci t$ Emgtsni, ] Tht Ifaif tfts l#v •/! gMt •» 

JFrMM, the meffengcr catchci tbe word goes, and anrwtll) thaS 
•i«/«9«r u in Fianct |«m bow mI* £B|Ua4. Johmsom* 

E e S 
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K. John. O, where hath our intelligence beta 

drunk ? 

Where «hath it ilept?^ Where is my mother^s 
care ? 

That fuch au army could be drawn in France, 
And Ihe not hear of it? 

Mess. My liege, her car 

Is ftopp'd with dud; tlie firil ot Apiil, died 
Your nuble moihcr: And, as 1 hear, my lord, 
1 he ladv ConHance in a frenzy died 
Three days befoie: but tliis Irom runoour's tongue 
I id Iv heard ; if true, or falle, 1 know not. 

K. John. Withoid thy Ipeed, dreadiul occar 
fion! 

O, make a league with me, till I have pleased 
My difcuniehted peers ! — What ! mother dead? 
How wildly then walks my eftate in France!^— 
Under whofe condu6lcame thofc powers ofFrancCp' 
That thou for truth giv'ft out are landed here? 
Mess. Under the Dauphin. 

0 wktrt hatk our initUis.tnct ^ ktin drunk? ' * 
Wiif* ktti H flrpi:*! So, in MtehHf 
*' H Was ihe hope drunl 

Wbcieia you drcE yoorfcU? hath it J*pt fisce V 

Stefvens. 

* Hev wildly tktn walks mj tjlatt in Franrt ! j So, ia one of 
file Pafion LcticTf, Vol. HI. p. 99: Tlbt countfy of Norfolk 

sod Suffolk itaud rig'it wilJlf," Stievens. 

i. e. How ill m\ afTaits go in Francel — The verb, tf> wait, is 
«fcd wiih gfeat lireafe by old wriieis. 1( often incan» to gn ; to 
m»Pi. So, 10 the C99tvumti0n of Harding's Ch$mcti^ 1^4$ t 

£vil wox's waiie far." Again, in Fenner's C»mpUr*s Common- 
ora/M, 1618: * The keeper, aHmiiing he cn\>\d not hear hiv 
prifoocr'i tongue w«i4 all ihii while, " &c. M alone. 
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Enter ihe Baftard end Peter o/Pomrret. 

K. John. Thou haft made me giddy 

Willi ihcfc ill tidings. — Now, what fays the world 
To your proceedings? do not feek to (lufF 
My head with more ill news, for it is full. 

Bast. But, if you be afeard to hear the worft, 
Then let the wor&, unheard, fall on your head. 

K.John. Bear with mc, coufm ; for I was amazed ^' 
Under the tide: but noVvl breathe again 
Aloft the flood ; and can give audience 
To any tongue, fpcak it of what it will* 

Bast. How I have fped among the dergymeni 
The fums I have collc^led fhall cxprefs. 
But, as 1 iravcird hither through the laud, 
1 hnd the people ftrangely fantafied; 
PorTefs'd with rumours, full of idle dreams; 
Not knowing what they fear, but full of fear: 
And here's a prophet,^ that 1 brought with mc 
From forth the Hreets ofPomfret, whom 1 found 
With many hundreds treading on his heels ;- 
To whom he fung, in rude hatih-founding rhymes^ 
That, ere the next Afcenfion«day at noon. 
Your highnefs fliould deliver up your crown« 

* — — / u>tf amaz'd — ] i. e. fluoaed, confounded. So, in 
{^helintt .lam Mm*%*d Wilh matter.** Again, in Tii 

Mnty Whrt of WM/or^ Vol. V. p. ao3, n. 5 : 

" You do tmaie her: hear the truth of it." SrrEVENS. 
7 And ker$'s a prophtt^ j T his man was a hermit in great repute 
Wtlh the common people. Noiwitiiflanding the event ii faia to 
have fallen oat as he had propbcfied, the poor fellow was in-* 
^homanly .dragged at liorfci' ta)ls through the Aiects of Warlnni, 
'and together wiih f.ii fon, v;ho appe.us to hive been even more 
innoceni than his father, hauj^cd aUcrwurdii upon a gibbet. See« 

Ilolio(bc<l'»'CAr«ai*e(«, uoder the year 121S. * Douce. 
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K* John. ThoU idle dreamer, wherefore didft 
thou fo? , 

Peter Foreknowing that the troth will fall out fo. 

K.John Hubert, away with him; iinpri(ou,him; 
And on that day at noun, whtrcion, he fays, 
I (hall yield up my crown, let him be hang'd: 
Deliver him to fafeiy/ and return, , 
For 1 muU ate thee— O my zentle coufin, 

[ Exit Hubert, with Peter, 
Hear ft thon the news abroad, who are afrivM? 

Bast. The French, my lord; . men^s mouths are 
foU of it: 

Befides. I met lord Bigot, and lord Salifbury, 
(With eye* as red as new-enklndjed 6re.) 
And others more, going to feek the grave 
Of Arthur, who, they fay,* is kilPd to-nigbt 
On your fuggcftion, 

K John. Gentle kinfman, go, - 

And tlirult thyfelf into their companies: 
1 have a way to win their loves again; " 
Bring them before me. 

B^ST. 1 will feek them ont. 

K. John. Nay, but make hafte; the- better fool 
before, — ^ — 
•O, let me have no fubje(^ enemies. 
When adverfc foreigners affright my towns 
With dreadful pomp of ftoui invafion !— 
Be Mercury, fet fcaihers to thy heels ; 
And fly, like thought, from them to me again. 
. Bast. The fpirit of the time (hall teach me fpced. 

^ [Exit. 

T Dtlhtr Urn i§ /•fi^,'] tliat U, Ghi Im ht§ ^•ft cv^a^/y/ 

Johnson. 

*^^who, i^fj J^i] Old cop/ — wAcm, Corredcd b/ Mr* 

fpp«, Ma&ohb. 
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K. John. Spoke like a fpriteful noble geutle- 
man. — 

Go after hira ; for he; perhaps, lliall need 
Some melTenger betwixt me and^the peers ; 
And be thou he. 

Mess* . With ail my heart » my liege. 

[ Exti. 

K* John. My mother deadf . . 

Re*enUr HuBBRT. 

Hub. My lord, they (ay , five mQons were feen 
to - night : • 
Four fixed ; and the fifth did whirl aboQt 
1 be other four , in wond*roua motioa. 
K. John. Five moons ? 
Hv». Old men , md beldams , 

in the ftrcets 
Do prophecy upon it dangerouQ^: 
. Young Anhur^s death is common m their months: 
'And when they talk of him, they ihake their heads, 
And whifpcr one another in the ear ; 
And he, that fpeaks, doth gripe the hearer's wrifl; 
Whilft he , that hears , makes fearful a£Hon, 
With wrinkled brows, with nods, with rolling eyes. 
I faw a fmith Hand with his hammer, thns» 
The whilii his iron did on the anvil cool. 
With open mouth fwallowing a tailor's news ; 
Who, with his ihears and meafure in his hand, 

• Jive noons wen feen tO'nif^kt: kc. ] This incident is rnen- 

tioneii by few of our hiiloriant: I have met with it no where but 
in Mmtlktm of Wejminjttr and F§fy49rt Virgil^ with a faall alMra- 
tioo. Thcfe kind of appearances were mora comaoil at»OUk ihit 
tfme than either before or fince. Grly. 

Tkb iBcidcat is likewife mcutioBcd in tba old Hing Jahn. 

STI1V£NS« 
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Standiog on flippers,' (which his nimble hafte 
Had falfely thmft upon contrary fect,< ) ' 

Had fal/'ly thrujl upon contrary ff^t,)] 1 know not how ilic 
coitimciitntoi s undcituju} this impoiiant pallagc which in Dr. 
V^4ibur.ou > cdiiioii is inark.cd a» cmiucuily bcauiiful, and* on the 
tfhoU* noi witbout juftke. Ba» Sbakfpeafc fccmi to btve con- 
founded. the maa't flior& >vith hit glom. He that it frighted or 
hurried may put hh liand into the wrong {;love, but cither (hoe 
will equally admii .cither foot. TUc author (ecmi to be difturbed 
by the diforder which he dcfcribet. Johnson. 

Ur. Johafou forgets that ancient Jlifptrs might poIDbly be very 
different from modern onei. Scoit in hit Difitvirit cf WMtfJi 
telU ut: He tbai receiveth a mifchaBcc, will conGder, whether, 
lie put not on his fhiri the wrong fide outwards, or his lift (hoc on 
his Tigkt fiiot." One of the jefts of Scogao, by Andrew Bordc, is 
how he deftaadcd two (hoemaken, one of a right foot boot, and 
the other of a f#/l fnt one. And Davies in one of his epigramii 
coopafct a man to ^*a foft.koit' ie/« lAai Jtt9ti mcA itg. " 

^ FARMEK. 

In The Fltire, ifiiS, il the followinf; pafTigc : " This fel- 
low is like your upri^it Jhot^ be will fcivc cither foot." Ftom fhii 
we may infer that fome flioci eenld only be worn on the foot for 
which they were made. And Barrett in bii Ahitrit^ i58o« at 

an inflancc of the word vtron;^^ fays:" to put on his /hoots 

wrong. Again, in A merje Jtji of a man Ikti was called Howie- 
flmt^ bl. I. no date: '■^ Howleglai. bad cut all the leihcr for the 
Itjtt Jooli, Then when hit mefter fawe all hit lether cut for thte 
It fie footif then afkcd he Howlet^las if theie belonged not to the 
leflc Joote a right fonle. Then favd Howle^lai to his maiRcr, If 
that he had toKie th.it to mc before, L would have cut them ! but 
an it pteife you [ Oiall cut at mant right Jhttm unto them. ** 
Again, in FrohiJJttr'sf fectnd Vo)*f^e for tkt diftwtrit •/ C«<«ia, 410. 
hi. I. i'»7S: ** They alfo behcJd (to iheir great maruailc) a dublet 
of cauuas nude after the Ltiglifhc fafhinn, a (htrt, a girdle, three 
ihoei for tantrarit Jtel^" kc. p. si. Sibkvbns. 

See'Martin*t DtferipiUn tf iki Wtjhrn lJUadt of ScctUnd% t7oS, 
p. 20^: **Thc grncra''iiy now ouly ^vcar fhoes having one thin 
fole only, and /hapfd afttr the tij^'tl and left foot ^ fo that wliat is for 
one i<ioi will not fecvc the oilier. " ihe meaning feenns to be, 
that the exireroitiet of the (hoet were not round or fquarc, but 
were cut in an oblique angle, or nlbnt from ihc i^rcat toe to the 
little one. See like wife, lit FkiloJofhic»l Trsn/^dion* mhiditd. 
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Told of a many thoufand warlike French, 
That were cinbatteled and rank'd in Kent: 
Another lean unwafhM ardficer 
Cuts off his tale, and talks of Arthur^s death. 
K.John. Why feeVft thou to poflefs me with, 
thiifc fears? 

Why urgefli thou fo oft young Arthur's death? 
Thy hand hath murdcr'd him : I had mighiv caufc* 
To vviJli hiiTJ dead, but thou hadfl none to kill him. 
iiUB. Had none, my lord ! ^ why, did you notpro- 
voke mc? 

K. JoiiN. It is the curfe of kings/ to be attended 
By Haves, that take their humours for a warrant 
To break within the bloody houfe of life : 

* 

Vol. nr. p. 439, nnd Vol. VII. p. sS, where ere czbiUtefl Oioei 
aud fandaU {haped to the fcci, fpreading more to the outfidc thaa 

the iniuie. I OLLf T. , 

So, in HolUud*! traoflaiion of Suttonus^ 1606: ** -f-- - if ia 4 
SDoruing hit (hoet were pat one [ r. m ] wrong, and namely tki Uft 
Jor tht rights he held it unlucky. " Our author himfelf alfo fur- 
niflics an authority to the fa me point. Speed in The Two GentU- 
nun tj Vtronaj (peaks ol a iejt ihoc. It {houid remembered that 
tailor* generall/ yiotk. barefooted s a drcumfiance wrbich Shah* 
fpeaic piobablyliad in bis thoughts when he wrote this pafbgo. 
1 btlicve the word contrary in his time was frequently accented oi| 
the fecoud fyllable, and that it was intended 10 be fo accented 
|icre, So Spenfer, in his f aery Quenn 

That with the wind fntr&fj courfet few. ** Ma lone. 

* / kad mighty cauje — ] The old copj, more redunda^UjTf 

^ had a mighty tanje. SrtEvi ns. 

^ Had Douc, my lord I ] Old copy — kad. CorreAcd by 
Mr. Pope. MALONt. 

^ // is tke curfi of kings, fcc. ] Tliis plainly hints at Davtfon's 
cafe, in ihe affair of Mary Queen of Scots, ^nd fo nuifl have been 
iufcried long after the firii reprcfcnutioo. Wak.su kton. 

It is extremely probable that our' author meant to pay his coor^ 
to Elizabeth by this covert apology for her cOBdvA to Mary. 
The Oviecn of Scots was beheaded in i'jSj, fotne years, 1 beUcve|. 
before he had produced any p^y ou thf i^gf* Malon£. 
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And , on the winking of authority, 

To undcrftand a law; to know the meaning 
Of dangerous majefty, when, perchance, it frowns 
More upon humour than advisM refpe^^. * 

Hub. Here is your hand and fcal for what I did. 
^ K.. John. O, whea the lad account 'cwixt heaven 
and earth 

Is to be made, then ihall this hand and Teal . / 
Witoefs againft us to damnation ! 
How oft die fight of means 40 do ill "deeds. 
Makes deeds ill done! Hadell not thoo been by, 
A Jellow by the hand of nature marked, 
Quoted, ' and fign'd, to do a deed of (hamet 
1 his murder had not come into my mind: 
Bnt, taking note of thy abhorr'd afpeA, 
Finding thee fit for bloody villainy, 
Apt , liable , to be craploy'd in danger, 
I faintly broke with thee of Arthur's death; 
And thottt to be endeared. to a king. 
Made it no confcience to deftrqy r prhice* 
Hob, My lord , 

K. John. Hadft thon bntihook thy head/ or 
made a paufc, 

* tdvis'd rffpcft.] i. 4« delibenu coafidcniioa, rcflcadoB. 

So , in Hsmltt s 

•« There*! the ri/^ 

lhat makes calamity of To long life. " Stf evens. 
*QMOltd^] i. e. obferved , diriinpuifh'd. So, in HamUti 

I sru fonrVf that with better heed and judgement 

1 had not ^uottd him. " Steevcns. 
See Vol. VII. p. 977 , B. 8. Malonb. 

* Hsdjl thu kut Jhook thy ktod ^ kc. ] There are many tmiehes of 
nature in this conference of John with Hubctt. A man engaged 
iq wickedneft would keep the profit to himfelf, and transfer the 
gHlIt to^hit iccoroplice. TfacCe rcproachei vented againft Hnbcrt 
«rc «ot the wprdt of wt or folkj, bui ihe croptiom'of a anlad 
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When I fpake darkly what I purpofcd; 
Or turn'd an eye of doubt upon my face , 
As bid ' me tell my tale in cxprefs • ^rds ; 
Deep fhame had (Iruck me dumb, made me break o£F, 
And thofe thy fears might have wrought fears in me: 
Bat thou dldd underflaod me by my figns, « 
And didft in figns again parley with &n ; 
^Yea, without ftop, didft let thy heart confent. 
And, confeqnently, thy rude hand to aA 
The deed, which both our tongues held vile to 
name. — 

Out of my fight, and never fee rae more ! 

My jQobies leave me ; and my flate is brav'd, 

fwcltioff wiUi «onfiEi<mfiieft of » crime, tnd defirom of dlTcbargiag 
its nifcrf oo another. 

Thii account of the timiditv of guilt it di^wn ab ipfis rectjfibus 
mentis, frim the iatimate knowledge of mankind, particularly that 
line in which he fays, that io have bid Aim UU kit talt in txpujs 
wofdt, would havt Jtratk kim dnrnt^ nbtfainf ii more certain, th««. 
that bad men ufe all the arts of falUcjr upon themfdves, palliate' 
their adioos ro their own minds by gentle terms, and hide them* 
fdvei from ibcir owa dctcdion in ambiguiuci and fubtcrfuges. 
" I OHMSOM. 

' Ai Ifd— ] That the old co^. Mr. Malont reads — i«4 

Stfkvens. 

Mr. Pope reads Or bid me, &c. but As u verjr unlikely to 
luiTC been printed for Or. 

Aft we have here As printed inftead of And^ fo vice vmi in Khg 
JBtlUJ V' 4to. 1600, we find And mifprinted for Ai: 
And in this glorious and well foughtco Beld 
We kept together in our chivalry. " Malonb. ' 
in ancient langnage, has fonetimei the power of — «t /er 
h^MM. So, in Hamltt'. 

*' Asy ftars with trains of fire," ^cc. 
In the prefent iudance it feems to mean, «« if, *^ Had you, (fa^-V- 
tbo Cing, fpeaking elliptically, ) tum*d an cyt of doubt oo my 
face , at ij to bid me tell ny tntt in cxprcft woidt, ** Itc* So, in 

Spcnfer's Faerj Qn^tn : 

** That with the noife it (hook us it would fall; '* 
l« «. e« t/l — 1 have not ibcrcjore dlAnibed the old reading. 

StUTUIS. 
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Kvcn at my gates, ^vull ranks of foreign powers: 

Nay, ill the body ot this Hefl-jly ian(4, 

This kingdom, this confine of blood and breath, 

HoUiiity and civil tamuLc reigns 

Between my confciehcc , and my confines death. 

Hub. Arm yoa agaiiiil yoar other enemies » 
rU make a peace between yonr foul and you. 
Young Arthur is alive: Tbis hand of mine 
Is yet a maiden and an irmocent hand • 
Not painted with the criinfon fpots of blood; 
Within this bofom hev<'r enterd yet 
The dreadful motion o.f a niurd'rous thought, • 
And you have flander'd nature in my. form; 
Which, howfoever ri\de exteriorly , 
Is vet the cover of a fairer mind 
Than to be butcher, of an innocent child. 

K.John. Doth A rthur live ? hafte thee to the 
peers , 

Throw this reporf; on their incenfed rage , 
And make them tame to their obedience ! 
Forgive the comirrent that my pailion made 

Upon thy feature ; for my rage was blind , 

And foul imagin-iry eyes of blood 

I'relented thee njore hideous than thon art. 

O, anfwer nor,; but to ray clofet bring 

The angry lor :1s , with all expedient hallc ; 

1 conjure thee but ilowly ; run more fall.* [ExeunU 

• The drraiiful niption of a tnunl'rous thmgit Nothing can ht. 
fnlfer than whai Hubert here fa\s in his own vindication: for wc fiod, 
fr^m a prccedint; fceuc , the notion of a murd'rouf thought had tn^ 
ft' fa iim , and that very deeply: and tt was wiib diHiculty that 
the if:ars« the inurcatiet* and the Isnoccoce of Arthur bad divtncd 
» -.1 iupprcffed ti. Waxburton. 

' Tl>« old pla.y is divided into two part* , the fit ft of which 
concludes wiUi ihe king's dcfpatch of Hubert on .this mcH-igc; tUe 
fcfOQd bcgint nhh Enter Afihiar, *' lec. m in the following 
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SCENE III. 

f 

The Jamu Bejorc the Cujlle. 

« 

' Enter Arthur , on the Walls* 

Arth. «The wall is high; and yet will I leap 
down : * — 
Good ground t be pidfol, and hurt me not! - 
There^s few , or none, do'know me ; if they did ; 

This ftiipboy's ferablancc hath difguis'd me quite. 

I am afraid; and yet Til venture it. 

If I get down , and do not break my iiiubs , 

ril find a thouland fliifts to get away : 

As good to die. and go, as die, and Oay. 

[Leaps down* 
O me! my uncle's fpint is in thefe flones: — 
Meaven take my foul , and £ngiand keep my bones ! 

[Dia. 

£fl/fr Pembroke, Salisbury, ar^ Bigot. 
Sal. Lords, I will meet him at faint Ldmnnd's* 

Buiy ; ^ • 1 

* tkt wsU h Ugh ; and ftf will t hap dttm t ] Chir author has 

here followed the old play. In what manner Arthur wat deprived 
of his life, is not afcertaincd. Matthew Paris, rdniinc the event, 
ufes the word ex>anuit ; and indeed as King Philip atterwards pub* 
licUy accufed King John of putting his nephew to death, with- 
out mentiooiDg either the manner of it or hit accomplices, we 
may conclude that it was conduded wiih impenetrable fccrecy. 
The French tiiilorians however f.iv , il ai John coining in a host, 
during the night-time, to the cuUic ot Rouen, where the young 
prince wa» confined , ordered him to be broofht' forth, and having 
flabbed him « while fupplicating for mercy, t!ie King faflened n. 
ftonc to the dead body, and threw it inco ihc Seine, in ortlcr to 
give iome colour lo a repou , which he afterwards caufcd to be 
fpread, i4iat the prince atttmpting to cfcape out of a window of the 
lowei off tbe caftte f fell into die fiver , and was drowned. 
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It is onr faFety, and we muft cmbtraice 
T^is gentle offer of the periloot diDe, / 
Femb. Who brought that letter from the car- 
dinal? 

Sal. The count Melun, a noble lord of France? 
W'hofe private with me, " of the Dauphin's love. 
Is much more general than thefe lines import. 

Big. To-morrow morning let us meet him then. 

Sal.- Or, rather then fet forward: for 'twill be 
Two long daya^ journey^ lords, or e^er we meet. ^ 



' Who fe private, 8cc. ] i. wliofe private account of the Dan- 
pbiu fc aUcdioa lo our cafe, it much more ample than the ieticrs. 

Po?t. 

* -~> or e*er ike mil. ] This pbrare, To frequent io our old 
WTii«T>, ii not vretl underUood. Or is here the lame ere, i. e. 
htfon^ a^ci (bould be writica (as it is iUU pionouuced io Shrop- 
llittc) »n. There the ctnamou people wfc'ii ofico. Thus, ihey 
ift>s Of« Ic "morrow^ for iu or hffr$ l$mmtn§m, Tho additioa o£ 
ever, or cVr, is merely augmtnt.>tive. 

Thai or has the full fenfe of hjore, and that e'er when joined 
with it is merely augmentative* it proved from inuumerable paf- 
lages in -our ancient wriurt, wherein 9r occurs Amply witboot r*«r, 
and muit bear that figuification. Thus,. in the old tragedy of' 
hiai.f Ardtn of Fevtr/ham^ »^99i quarto, (ftluriboicd by fomt, ibOu^ 
falici), to Slialcfpeare ) the wife fays: *• 

He (kali be nurdcretl tr the gnefU come io. ** 

Sig. H. III. b. PilCV* 
So, in All for Monrj^ an ol<J Moralily, i574 : 

I could fit in the told a good while 1 fwear. 
Or I woald be wcarj fiiclk fottort to hear. ** 
Again, la Evuy Mas, another MfmUtf^ no date : 
•* As, or we deparie, ihou ihalt know. " 
Agaio, in the inierltide of The Difobtd'ttnl Child^ bl. 1* no date: , 
*♦ To fend for viduals or 1 came away. " 
That er (hoold be <written err, 1 am by no meant coninnced* 
The vulgar proounciatioa of a particlilar .county ought oot to bc 
received a* a general guide. £rr ia ocarar the siuton primitive a-r. 

^ . ' STfiaviita. 
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Enter ihe Baftard. 

Bast. Onc« more to-day well met, diftemp.erM * 
Jords ! 

The king, by me. requefts. yonr prefence ftraight, 

Sal. The king haih difpofiefsM himfclf of us; 

\Vc will not line his thin beflained cloak 
With our pure honours, nor attend the foot 
That leaves the print of blood vvhcre-e'er it walks: 
Return, and tell him io ; we know the worft. 
Bast. Whatever you thiuk, good words, I think^ 
were \)tiU 

Sal. Our griefs, and not our manners, reafon 
now.* 

Bast. But there is little reafon in your grief ; 
Tlierefore, *twere reafon, you had manners now. 

^Pemb. Sir,' fir, impatience hath his privilege. ' 
• Bast, l is true ; to hurt his mafter, no man eife.^ 
Sal. This is the prilou: what is he lies here? 

[ Seeing ARTHUR. 

FCMB. O death, made proud with pure and 
princely beauty! 
The earth had not a hole to hide this deed. 

Sal. Murder, as hadng what himfelf hath done» 
Doth lay it open, to urge on revenge. 

. * dijempn'd—] i. e. raffled, out of hamonr. So, in 

»» in his reiirement marvellous iijltmptr d.*' STFFvrNS, 

* reafon now, ] To reafon^ io Sbak,fpearc, is not fo ofleo 

to mr^ut^ as to JoHMSON. 
So, in 6'«n«/MKj: 

»' Tfajvn wilJi the fellow, 

*» Before you puiiiOi him." Stefvfns. 

wo man elje,^ Old copy — no in«A'j. Correded by ihe 
editor of the fccond folio. Malohi, 

Vol. XI. ' F f 
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Big. Or, when he dbom'd this beauty to a grave, ^ 

Found it tou piccious-princely for a grave. 

Sal. i>ir Ri(_iiard, what think youi' iiuve you 

bcheid/ 

Or have you read, or heard? or could you think 

Or do you almofl think, although you lee, 

That you do lee? could thought, without this ob- 

Form fuch another? This is the very top, 
The height, the creft, or creft pnto the creft. 
Of murder*s arms : this is the bloodiell Ihame, 

f bc wildefl favag'ry, the vileft ftroke, 

1 hat ever wail-e\'d wrath, or ftaring rage, 
i'l Licnied to the tears of foft reinorfc. 

ii^EMB. All murders pad do iiaud excused in 
this : 

And this, To folc, and fo uumatchable. 

Ml all give a hoiinefs, a purity, 

io the'yet-anbegotten fin of times;* 



* Have 70tt htMd,'j Old copy— Uvtfkc* CoRcAed 
by»ihc editor of the third folio. Malomi. 

,f Or kavt fOU rtaiy or heard? Sec] SimUar interrosetortci have 
bceu already urged by the Dauphiu, Ad 111. fc.iv: 
It ^ — \Vho hath rtad^ or ktard^ 

Of any kindred aaion like to this?** Stebvens.. 

* — fin oj time; J The old copy — oj timci. I folloiif Mr. 
Pope, whofe reading is jufti€cd by a line in the celthnted fotiloquy 
of Hamlttt 

** For who would bear the wliips and fcornt of timtV 
A^ain, by another in this play of Kin^ John, p. 446: 

I am not glad that fuch a fore oJ timtr—," Stelvcns. 

: of tines ; ] That i», of all future times. So, in Kin£ 

Bv cuftom aad the ordiuaiicje of iimn,^* 
Asatn* in The Rape of Lucrect : 

«^ For u^w agaiufl himfclf he founds hii doom, ' 
That thiougU the Uogtk of timtt be Hand* diffrac'd,** . 
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And prove a deadly bloodlhed bat a jefl, 
Exampled by this heinous fpe£lade. 

Bast. It is a damned and a bloody work; 
The gracelefs a6lion of a heayy hand, 
If that it be the work of any hand. 

Sal. If that it be the work of any band 

We had a kind of light, wbat could enfuc ; 

It is the fbamtful woik of Hubert's hand; * 

The practice, and the purj^ofe, of the king:— i 

From whofc obedience i forbid my foul, 

Kneeling before this ruin of i'weec life, 

And breathing to his brcathlefs excellence 

The incenfe of a vow, a holy vow ; 

Never to tafte the pleafures of the world,* 

Never to be infeAed with delight, 

Kot converfant with eafe and idlenefs, 

Till I have fet a glory to this hand. 

By giving it the worfbip of revenge* 
« 

Mr. Pope and the fubfcquent editors more elegantly reed — f,ns 
lint; but the peculiarities of Shakfpcarc's didion ou^hi, in mjr 
apprcbcnfion, to be faithfully prcfervcd. MAJ.0N1. 

• — — a holy vow ; 
/ftver to lajt tkt fUa/urts of tkt worlds ] This is a cppy of 
die vows aede in the ago of fupeiltiiion and chivalry. 

JOHMSOir* 

" till / il«v«y>/ « glory to this hand, 

By giviug it lit wpr/hip of revenge. J The vorjhip il ibe dignity, 
the iMtar. We ftill Tay WTjhipjni of uagiJtraUu JfpHiuOM* 

I think it {hould be — a glorf to this iead ; » pointing to the 
dead prince, aftd ufiog the word mtjhip ia its cooiaoa acccpta« 

tiOQ* A glory is a frequent term: 

Round a quakei's beaver cnft a glory," 
fays Mr. Pope: the lolcma coufirmation of the other lords fceini 
to require this fimfe. The kcc Mr, Gray wai much plcafed wiih 
ihli cMftttta. f A|jiii4 
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Pemb. Big. Oar fouls religidufly confirm thy 

• words. 

Enter Hubert. 

f 

\ 

Hub. Lords, 1 am hot with hafie in feeking you : 
Arthur doth live ; the king hath fent for you. 
Sal. O, he is bold, and hlnlhesnot at death: — 

Avannt, thou hateful villain, get thee gone! 
Hub. 1 am no villain. 
Sal. Muft I rob the law'? 

[ Drawing his Jword, 

The old reading (ecmt right to me, and rneaoi, — //// / hare 
Jamtd and renowned my own hand by giving it the honour of revenue 
J0T Jo Joul o dttd» (jlory cncani jplindor and magaiHceoce io St, 
M»tH*»y Ti. tg. So, in Marlbam't Hufitmirf^ iSSt, 'p. SSS:' 

But if it be where die tide is fcant* and doth no more but bring 
the river to a gloij," i. e. tills ihc banlu without ovciflowing. SO| 
iu Ad IK Tc. ii. of this play: 

«« O, two fuch filvcr cnrremi, when they join, 
Do glfifjiht bank! that bound tbem in." 
A thought almon fimilar to the prefent, occurs in Ben Jonfon's 
%htiHne^ who, Ad IV. fc, iv. fays to Ccilicgui: "When wc 
meet again wc II facrilice to liberty. Ctt,- And rtvtngt. That we 
nay praire<»ur kwds once !" i. e. O! that we mvf Tct a gUtj^ or 
procure honour and ptaife, tooni UMii^ which arc the iaftrameiilt 
of adion. Tollet. 

I believe, at repeating thefe lines, Sali{l>ury fhotild take hold of 
the kand of Artliur, to which be promifes to pay the worship of 
revenge. M. Mason. ' 

I think the old reading the true one. In |hc next Aft wc have 
the following lines: 

•» I will nol return, 

Till my attempt fo much be glori/y'd 
«• At to my ample hope was prdmifed.** 
The following f^Ofage in Tfilus Md Cfeffidm it dcdfiTe in f«]»port 
9f the old rifading: 

Jove, let i£neas live, , 
. «• II to mj Ju ord bis fate be not the ghry^ 
5« A thoufand cdnpletc couiCca of the fuo.*' M4LMi« 
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Bast. Your fword is brlglu, fir ; put It np again.' 
Sal. Not till I llieath it in a murderer's Ikin. 
Hub. Stand back, lord Saiiibury, Hand back, I 
fay; 

By heaven, I ihink, my fword^s as fharp as yonrs : 
I woald not have you, lord, forget yourfelf^ 
Nor tempt the danger of ray true defence;* 
Left I, by marking of your rage, forget 
Your worth, your grcatncfs, and nobility. 

Big* Qui, dungbili 1 dar d thou brave a noble- 
man ?' 

Hub. Not for my life : bat yet I dare defend 
My innocent life againft an emperor. 

Sal. Thou art a murderer. 

Hub. ' Do not prove me fo; 

Yct^Iam none:'Whofe tongue foe*er fpeaks falfe. 
Not truly fpeaks ; who fpeaks not truly» l\es. 

Pemb. Cat him to pieces. ^ 
Bast. Keep the peace, I fay. 

Sal. Stand by, -or 1 fliall gall you, laukon- 
bridge. 

Bast. Thou wcrt better gall the devil, Salifbury: 
If thon but frown on me, or flir thy foot. 
Or teach thy haliy ipieen to do me ihame, 

' Your fword is irigkl, Jir ; pni ^il up 4i^«tfl. ] i. e. left it lofe its 
brigUlaffs. So, in Othello : 

Keep up your bright fwordti for th« dew will raft them.** 

llAtOIIB. 

4 tm difmtti] HmJI defettcc i defence in a |tei cm/St. 

. JOUMtOH. 

D9 %9t fftvt mt Jo ; 

Yet, / am nonj; ] Do not make rtje a murderer, by COOl* 
peiUug mc to kiU youj i am kitktrto not a muidcrcr. 

JOHMSOK. 

F f 3 



435 



KING JOHN 



ril flrikc thee dead. Put up thy fword bctime; 
Or ril fo maul vou and your toafling- irou.'' 
That you iliall think the devil is come ♦rem licll. 
Big. What wiic ihou do,, renowned i'aulcoa- 
bridge? 

Second a viilain, and a murderer ? 

Hub. Lord Bigot, 1 am none. 

Big. Who kilPd this piiQce? 

Ht'B. *Tts not an hour fince I left him well : 
I honour'd him, I lovM him ; and will weep • 
]My date of lite out. for his (wcet lifers lois. 

Sal. 7 ruli not iliofc cunmnp waters of bis eyes. 
For villainy it not witiiout luch rheum ; 
And he, long traded in it, uiakcb it feem 
Like rivers of remorCe^ and innoccncy. 
Away, >viih mc, allyouwhofc louls abhor 
'1 he uncleanly favours of a flaughter-houfe; 
For I am (iiQed with this fmell of ftn. 

Big. Away, toward Bury, to the Dauphin there ! 

P£MB. There, tell the king, he may enquire us 
out. [ Exfunt Lords. 

Bast. Here's a pood world! — Knew you of this 
fair v.oik.'* 
Beyond the infinite and boundlefs reach 
or mercy, if thou didll ihis deed of death. 
Art thou damn'd, Hubert. 

Hub. Do but hear m^, fir. 

Bast. Ha! Til teli thee what; 
Thou art damn*d as black — nay, nothing is fo black ; 

6 your toaftinc-jron, ] The fame thouglu ii found in King 

Htntj V : I daie not fight, but I will wink and hold out roiac 
if 9%, It it a finple one, but what though? ii will ioaji chtejt. *' 

STKBVIMt. 

f Like rivns r/remorfc— ] Rrmt^rjt hrre, as almoft every where 
in liieCc pUyt, and tbe contemporary book$, figoitocs ^%tf» Malone. 
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Thou art more deep damnM than, prince Lucifer : ' 

There is not yet fo ugly a fiend of hell 

^8 thou /halt be, if thou didR kill this child. * 

Huji. Upon my foul, 

Bast. If then didfl but confcnt 

To tins niofl cnicl acl, do i)ut dcfpair, 
And, if thou wanfll a cord, tlic Imallefl thread 
That ever ipidcr tvvifled from licr woinb 
Will ferve to ilrangle thee; a rufh will be 
A beam to bang thee on ; or, would'il tbon drowQ 
thyfelf/ 

Put but a little water in a fpoon. 
And it (hall be as all the ocean, 
Enough to fliflc fuch a villain up.— — — 

I do lulpe^l thee very gricvoufly. 

Hub. If 1 in a£l, conlent, or fm of thought, , 
Be guilty of the flcaling that fwcet breath 
Which was emboundcd in this beauteous clay^ 
Let hell want pains enough to tenure mei 
I left him well. 

' Tktu »ii mtrt dtep ^Imn'd iian printt Lucifer t ] So, in the 
play : * 

Hctl, Hubert, truft ne, ill the plaguei of hcU / 
Hai.gs on perfornMOcc oT this damned deed; 
** Tliis fcal, ilie warrant of ilic body'» blifi, 
»» Ilnfurctti Satan chieftain of thy foul." Malo.ne. 

* Tkeu is not jtt^ &c.] I remember once to have oiet with ^ 
book, printed in the time of Henry VIIL ( which Sbakfpearo 
poffibly night hnvc fcen, ] where we are told that the deformity of 
the roncletniicd in the other world, is cxadly proportioned to the 
degrees oi their guilt. Ihe author of it obfervci how diHicult it 
would be, on this account, to diftingoifli between Bclaebub and 
Judat llcariot. Stbevbhs. 

r • Jroivn ihyfelf, ] Perhaps — f^ftlj is an interpolation, ft 

certninly fpoih the rocafurc ; and d'on-n is elfcivhere ufed by pnip 
autbor a» a verb neuter. Thus, in Kir^ Richard III : 

«i Good lord, methougbt, what pain it was to iftfwa.** 

STttVEMff^ 

F f 4 
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Bast. Go, bear him in thine arms.— — 

I ain amaz'd,^ niethinks ; and lofc my way 
Among the thorns and dangers of this world.— ^ 
How eafy doft thou take all England up ! 
From forth this morfel of dead royalty. 
The life, the right, and truth of all this realm 
Is fled to heaven ; and England now is left 
To tug, and Icamble/ and to part by the teeth 
The unowcd interefl ' of proud-fwelling flatc. . 
Now, for the barc-pick'd bone of majelly, 
Doth tiugged war brilUe his angry trell. 
And fnariecii in the gentle eyes of peace: 
Now powers from home, and difcontents at home» 
Meet in one linq ; and vaR confufion* waits 
(As doth a raven on a fick-fallen beafi^) 
The imminent decay of wrefled pomp. ^ 
Now happy he, whofe cloak and cinflure ' can 
Hold out this temped. Bear away that child, 
And {(jUow me with (peed ; Til to the king: 
A thouland blilinclTcs arc brief in hand.. 
And heaven itfclf doth Irown upon the land. [£x^i/n/. 

* / «m »nt«*<t« ] i. c. (orfcunJfd. So« JCia^jf«iii, p« 4«S, fkjrts 

■ 1 was am<ii'd 

ti Under the tide." SjtEVRNS. » 
! T» tmgn •nd fcamble, ] So, in K., Hmj F.'fc. it 

But that the fcambling and unquiet time.**' 
Scamhlt and JuanhU have the Cftme mcantag. See aOM on the 

.paflige quoted. Sieevens. 

• Tkt unowed tVrrr^ — ] i. c. ihe intercft which hat no proper 
owner to claim it. Stecvens. 

J liat is, «lie i;,tcrcft which it not at this inomcni Ic^nlly /"i^'y/- / by^ 
any one, however lighifuUy entitled to it. On tlic ilcaih ol V.tUur, 
Ihe right to the i^oglilh crowu devolved to hit Gftcr, bleauor. 

* Tht immintnt Jtcay e/,wrcfted- pomp. ] WfeJM pomp it grtstne/s 

Ohtaintti ly \ir>!rr\tt.. |i<'i'.so.M, 

Rather, grcatncfk wrcitcd Irom its pofTr dor. Maloni. 

• — — M/cinaure-*], The old copy readt — CMl«r, probablf 

•ht tUHiMTty Fr. STEtVlN* 

The cnuaUation wu made by Mr. f ope. Malomi. 
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ACT V. • SCENE I. 

% 

The fame* A Room in the Palace* 

« 

Enter iCin^JoHN, Pandulph with tht Crown^ and 

Auendants, 

H. John. Thus have I yielded op into yoorhand 
The circle of my glory. 

Pand. Take agaiil 

* [ Giving ]oHS the Crown. 

From this my hand, as hunling of the pope, 
Your fovcrcign gicatnefs and authority. 

K. John. Now keep your holy word: go meet 
the French; 
And from his holinefs ufc all yonr power 
•To (iDp their marches, 'fore we are Inflam'd* ! 
Our difcontented coupdes ' do revolt; 
Our people quarrel with obedience; 
Swearing ailegtance, and the love of foul, 
T*o ftranger blood, to foreign royalty. 
This inundation of raiflcmpcr'd humour 
Refts by you only to be qualified. 
Tiien pauie not; for the prefent time's fo (ick. 



fo Jttf tk$ir m&rcktt^ *fore w «r« htfiam*^. ] Tbi» cannot be 

right, for the nation was already as much inflamed as it could be, 
and fo the King himfelf declares. We fhould rcad/tfr tnftcad oi 
'Jort^ and ihca the pailage will run thus: . 
— — — fjk »lt your pown 
To Jof> tktir marckes, for wt an injlavid; 
Out dijionlrntfii cnuhfin 4o rr-olt. Sec. M. Ma*ON. 

— cOKM/i/j — I I'erhapt coun/jo, iu the prefcnc infiauce, da 
not mean th« dtvalioiu of a kingdom, but Iwdt^ utkUUj^ a» im 
Romi9 sni JWtVf, Mutk Mt$f Sec. Stieyeiw. 
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That prefcDt medicine mud be ininifter'd. 
Or overthrow inc arable enfues* 

Pand. It was my breath that blew this tcmpcft up, 

Upon vour ilubborn ufage of the, pope: 
But, in.cc \ou arc a gentle coiivertiic, ' 
Mv tDiiguc fliall hufli again this florin of war. 
And make fair weather in your blullering land. 

7 a ^tntlt convertite,] A etMtrltti it a CCnvttU la 

Marlow > Jrti' of Ala/<«i, i633: 

G99. VN iiy, BarsbM, wilt thott bt chrifUned? 

Jl«r. No, goverooar; 1*11 be no ttnwrittt,** STEmiW, 

Tbe fame cxpreffioo occurs in As f§» Liki it% where Jaqttcs, 
fpcakiag oi the voung Duke, fays: 

There is much matter in theft converlitts. " 
Id both thcCe places, the word C9wtriiu means a refrnting Jitter ; 
not« at Steeveot fays, a convert^ by which, in the laognagc of^lie 
prefent time, is meant a perfon who cbaogcs fiom one religion to 
another; in which fcnfe llic word could neither apply 10 K.Jnhn^ 
or to Duke Frederick: la ilic feofe 1 have givea it, it will upply 
to both. M. Mason. 

'A ctwverHi* (a word often ufcd by 4>or old wtiten, where 
ve fhoitld SOW ufc convtrt^) fignified cither, one converted t$ 
the Jaitky or one reclaimed from worldly pnifuilti aind deVoted tei 
penitence aad religion. ' 

Mr. M. Mafon fays, a tpnvirtiii cannot mean a ttwirU becattfe the 
latter word in the Itrngumft »f Ik* prrjent time meant a perfon 
that cftanccs frorti one religion to another. " Bm the qucflion is, 
not what IS the lan^uaee of tbe prefent time, but what was the 
language of ShaUfpcarc's a^e. - Marlowe ufet the word convtrtilt 
exadly in the fente now affixed to t$uPirt, John, who had in tbe 
former part of this play .iffcrtcd in veiy Hrong terms the fuprcmacy 
of the King of Kn^lmul in all ccrlcfiaUical matters, and lf>ld Pan- 
(lulph that he had no reverence for the Pope or hit ufurp'd 
authority,** havtog now made his peace with the *• l«/y riarcl,** and 
refigoed hit erowo to the Pope's reprefentativc, is conGdei'ed by the 
legale as one newly converted to the true faith, and very properly 
fiyled by liim a converlitf. Ihc fame term, in the fccond fenfe 
above mentioned, is applied to the vfuiper^ Duke Frederick, iu 
iltyea tiki U, on hit having ** pot on a religioot life, and throwtt 
^oto neglcA the pompous court" : 

out of thcfe ronvertilfs 

*^ There is much matter to be beard and Icarn'd. " 
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On this Afccnfion-day, remember well. 
Upon vour oath of fervicc to the pope, 
Go 1 to make the French lay down iheir arms. 

[ExU. 

K. John. Is this Afcenfion-day? Did not the » 
prophet 

Say, -that, before Aicen(ion-day at noon». 
My crown I fhould give off? Even fo I have: 

I (lid luppofc, it flif^uld be on conllraint ; 
Bac, heaven be thanlwd, it is but voluniary. 

EnUr the Ballafd. 

• 

Bast. All Kent hath yielded ; nothing there holds 
out, 

But Dover caRle: London hath received, 
Like a kind hofl, the Dauphin and his powers: 
Your nobles will not hear you, but are gone 
To offer (crvice to your enemy; 
And ^ild amazement hurries up and down 
"f^he little 'number of yduf doubtful friends* 

K. John. Would not my lords return to me again. 
After they heard young Arthur was alive? 

Bast. 1 hey found him dead, and call into the 
ftrects; 

An empty cafkct, where the jewel of life* 
By Tome damn'd hand was robbM and ta'en away. 
1^. John. That villain Hubert told me^ he did 
live. 

* A% empty cafkct, tehtrt fl« jewel 0/ lift — ] Dryden hat tftaf* 
ferrcd thii image to a Tpcech of Antony, id Ml Jor Loptt 
*« An m/l; tirtUt fiace the jtwiTt gone ■ ■ ■ " 

STEEVEMSi( 

The fame kind of imagery ii employed in JC* JRicleri Ht 
Ajfrwr/ io a teo-timei-barr'd-up ci{/f 
" Ii a bold (pirit in a loyal breaft. •* llAt.OMi. 
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Bast. So, on my foal, he did, for atrgh t he knev. 
But wherefore do you droop? why look you fad ? 
Be great in aft, as you have been jn thought ; 
Let not the world fee fear, and fad diftruft, 
Govern the motion of a kingly eye : 
Be ftirring as the time ; be fire with fire; 
Threaten the ihrcai'ncr, and outtace the brow 
Of bragging horror : fo fliall inferior eyes, * 
That borrow their behaviours from the great, 
Grow great by your example, and put on 
The dauntlefs fpirit of refolution. ' 
Away; and glifler like the god of war. 
When heiniendeth to become the- held: 
Show boldnefs, and afpiring confidence. 
, What, fhall they feek the lion in his den ? 
And fright him there ; and make him tremble there ? 
O, let It not be faid* — Forage, and run* 
To meet difplcafure further from the doors; 
And grapple with him, ere he come fo nigh. 
^ K. John. The legate of the pope hath been with 
me, 

And I have made a happy peade with hint; 
And he hath promised to difmifs the powers 
Led by the Dauphin. 

Bast. . O ingtorioos league ! 

" Shall we, upon the footing of our land. 
Send fair-play orders, and make compromibt 
Iniinuation, parley, and bafe truce, 
To arms invahve ? fliall a beardlcfs boy, 

« 

* ■ ■■ m4 f%t «ii 
rit iaundtft jpirit efrefitMiitn,) So, in MMttiUi 

♦* Lei's tjricflv put on manly readine/g^ 
»♦ An.l meet i'lhc liall logcihcr. '* MALONt. 
" — — Forage, and rua — ] 1o J»ra^t u her« ufed in iu original 
fenfe, for to rtngt ahtad, JOHNfOM* 
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A cockerM filken wanton brave our iieids, 
And flefh his Ipirit in a warlike {oil, 
Mocking the air with colours idly Iprcad, * 
And find no check? Let us, my liege, to arms; 
Perchance, the cardinal cannot make your peace; 
Or if he do« let it at lead be faid, 
They faw ive had a purpote of defence* 

K. John. Have thou the ordering of thisprefent 
time. 

Bast. Away then", with good courage; yet, I 
know, 

Our party may well meet a prouder foe. * [Exeuni, 

' Mockhg tki mr miik m/mti Wf Jfrt§d, ] He hai the lame image 
ia Mseketk . 

** "Wlierc the Norweyan banners flout the flcy, 
And fan our people cold." Johnson. 
From tbefe two paflagei Mr. Gray feems to have foimed tbe fiiA 
fiaiua of his celebrated Ode : 

»* Ruin feizc ihce, ruihlcfs king ! ' 

Coiifuiion on thy banners wait! 
«« Though Jann'd by cooqueft't crimron wing 
They tttfcl tkt mir with idle ftate. ** llALOME. 
* Away thfn, with good courage; ytt^ I know. 
Out party may wtU mttt a prouder Jot. J Let ui then away wHk 
t99ragti yet 1 fo well iaow the faintneri of tw pmrty^ that I think 
1/ maf smJUy 'k&pp** MeJ tkif fimtl nfnntir jntmitt wAe Am ner* 
Jpirit thart thewfdvn. Johnson. 

Dr. Johnfoii is, I believe, miflakco. Faulconbrifiqc means — 
for all ihctr boaitiiig, 1 know very well that our party is able to 
cope with one ytt prouder and more confident ofitsftrengtb than 
tbdn. Faulconbridge would otbcrwife difpirit tbe Kittg, whom 
he aeani to aoimaie. Sticvims. 
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I 

SCENE 11. 

« 

A Plaint near St. EdmundVBury.^ • 

Enter, in aims, Lewis, Salisbury, Melun, Pem* 
• BROKE, Bigot, and SoLdun. 

l.FW. My lord Mclun, let this be copied out, 
Aiiti keep it fafe for our remembrance: 
Ke'.urn the precedent^ to thefe lords again j 
That, having our fair order wriuen down, 
Both they, and we, p^ruGng o*er ^hefe notes^ 
^May know Wherefore we took the facrament^ 
And keep our faiths firm and itiviolable* 

Sau Upon our fides it never ihall be broken; 
And, noble Daaphin, albeit we fwear 
A voluntary zeal, and nnnrgM faith, ' 
To your proceedings ; yet, believe me, prince, 
1 am not glad that fuch a fore of time 

* — ~ ntar St. £.(imuad't-Bury. ] I have ventured to fix the place 
of the Tcene here, which it fpecified by none of the editon, oo 

the foUotviog authorities. In the preceding- ad, whece Setiflntfy 
has fixed to go over to the Dauphin; he fays: 

Loids, I will meet him ai Si. £dmund'i-Bu$y»*' 
And Connt Melun, in thi» laft aA fays : 

*^ aad many more with me, 

** Upon the altar at Sf. Edmund' s-Buiy; 

Evea on that altar, where ue (woic to you 

Dear amity, nnd everUftiog love. ** 
And it appcats likewife from Tke TrouHeim* Rtign of Kin^ Join, 
in Itttp pmn, [the firft rough model of this play,] t^at the iutcr- 
chan:^e ol vows betwi\t the Dauphin Mkd the Koglilh baroas, waa 
at 6r. tdmund'sobury. Thlobalu. 

* tki precedent, 4tx. J 1. e. the roupth draft of the origioaT 

t'^cuty hciwccu the Dauphin and the Eti^liih lordi* Thus (adds 
Ml. M. MjlOn] in K. Richard III. the fcrivener employed to" 
e!ii>ro{b the mdidment of Lord Haflingt, fays, that it took him 
eieveu houn lo write it| ai^d tfatt the frtcUint w«l fuU loof a 
doing.** SrisVlMt 



^Sigitiied by G(>'^ ^' 



.KING JOHN. 447 
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Should fcek a plailcr by contcmnM revolt, 

And heal ihc inveterate canker of one wound. 

By making many: O, it grieves my foul, 

That I mult draw this metal from my Ude 

To be a widow-maker; O, and there, 

Where honourable refcae, and defence* 

Cries out upon the name of Salifbury: 

But fuch is the infeflton of the time. 

That, for the health and phyfick of onr right, 

We cannot deal but with the very hand 

Of flern injuRice and confufed wrong. — 

And is't not pity, O iny grieved friends? 

That we, the fons and children of this iilc, 

Were born to fee fo fad an hour as this; 

Vy herein we ftep after a flranger march ^ 

Upon her gentle bofoni, and fill up' 

Her enemies* ranks, (I mud withdraw and weejp 

Upon the fpot of this enforced caufe,)' 

To grace the gentry of a land remote, 

And follow unacquainted colours here? 

What, here? — O nation, that thpu could*ft remove! 

That Neptune's arms, who clippeib tbcc about, 

Would bear thee from the knowledge of thyfeif, 

And grapple thee^ unto a pagan Diore;^ 

^ — - mfltr « flnoger m0rek — ] Our author often ufct Jhmngtt 

MS' an adjedive. Sec tlic Lift fceue. Malonp. 

^ /4c fpot of ih'n erfoTCid Spot probably meau^ 

jf«in or dijgract. M. Mason. 

So, in a former padager 

To look into the J^tb ami ftains of right, ** 

Malonf. 

* .. — clippcth tktt abouty] i. c. embracelh* So, ia CQriolanus: 

** £nter ih« city ; dip your wivct. " Steevbns. 
'* rind grappk iktt — ] The old copy retds And cripple /4m, 
lec. l*eri)aps our author wrote grifph^ » word nfed by Draytoa 

in his Fotyolkion^ ioii^ I : 

That ihruUs ius gtip^U hand iota her golden maw«" 
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AVhcre tlicfc two Chriftian^ armies, might combine 

'Ihc blood ol malice in a vein of league, 
Aud not to-fpciid it To uiiULigliljoui ly ! ^ 

l.FW. A noble teipper dcjfl thou fliow in this; 
And great attcdions, wreiUing in thy bofojn. 
Do make an earthquake of nobility. 
O, what a noble combat had thoo fooght, ^ 
Between compuKion, and a brave fefped!^ 
Let me wipe off this 'honoarable -dew. 
That filverly doth progrefs on thy cheeks : 



Our author, however, in Macbeth has the verb grapph . 
^* Cra^pUs thee to lite hcait aad luve ot us — . " The ctQcoda- 
tiott (at Mr.* Mtloae obfcrves) vrat inade b/ Mr« Pope. 

Stesvsns. 

* . ■ — twit « .pagan Jhoft;] Our author feeat to have been 

thiukinc on the v/ars carried on by CiiriOiin princes in the holy 
laud ngamU the Saracens j where ihc united armies oi France and 
Engl-ind might have Uud their moMal animofities aiiiie, aad fought 
id the caufe of Cbrift. inftead of fighting againft brethren and 
cnnniiymen, U Salifbury and the other Knglifh noblemen who bad 
joiiud ihc Dauphin, were about lo do. Malone. 

' And not lo-ffend it Jo unneighhout I) ! ] This is one of many 
paflagcs, in which Shakfpcare concludes a fcnteucc withoni at* 
Undiog tor the manner in wbieh the former part of it it conftradcd, 

^ MAtONI. 

Shakfpcare only employs in the prcTcnt inn.nnfr a phrafeology 
which he bad uled bciore in Th' Mnry Wives of "Wtr.djar* 

" And, fairy.likc, /o-piodi the uuclean-knight. " 
Ta, ia compofition with vtrbt, it common enough In ancient 
language. Sec Mr. Tyrwhitt's obfervations on ihi^ laft pafTagc,' 
aud my ioAaucct ia fupport of bit pofitioa, Vol. V. p. ifi'>. n. 5. 

* SlFlVENS. 

* kmjl thou jougkty^ Thou^ which appears to have been 
accidcnUlly omitted by the tranfcribcr or compofitor, wat infcited 
by the editor of the fourth folio* Malonc. 

* Brtwetn compulfton, and m brmve rrfprHl] This ntmpuljion 
wa* the neccCTitv of a reformation in the Hale; whlcJ), accordii.t, to 
S.iilbury's opinion (who, in liis fpcech preceding, calU.it au 
J9tc94 tanft^) could only be procured by foreign armt: aad-tho 
hm$ ujp*^ «M the lo¥< of bit countryw WAiauftXolu 
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My heart bath melted at a lady*s tears/ 

Being an ordinary inundadon ; 

But this efFufion of fuch manly drops. 

This lliowcr, blown up by teinpefl of the foul,''' 

Stariics Kline eyes, and makes me more amaz'd 

'1 ban had 1 fcen the vauUy top of heaven 

Figui'd quite o'er with burning meteors. 

Lift up thy brow, renowned Solilb^ury, 

And with a great heart heave away this (lorm: 

Commend thefe waters to^thofc baby eyes, 

That never faw the giant world epragM ; 

Nor met with fortune other than at feafts. 

Fall warm of blood, of mirth, of gofllping. 

Come, come ; for thouihalt thraft thy hand as deep , 

Into the purfe of rich profperitv, 

As Lewis hlmfelf : — (o, nobles, Ihail vou all. 

Thai kuic your iiuews to the Areiigth of mine. 

Enur Pandulph, ailtnded^ 

And even there, methinks, an angel fpake : ' 

Look« where the holy legate comes apace. 

To give us warrant from the hand of heaven ; 

^ Tkis (hower, blown up by tcmpcft $/ ih fnl^} So» in onr 

author's Rape of Lncrfce: 

** This windy ttmitfi^ till it hloxo up rain^ 
Held back hit lorrow'i tide—./* Malonb. 

7 — — «if •nfftl fpake:] Sir T. Hannier, nnd after him Dr. 
Warburton rc.Td here — an ar:^'! fpef<ls. I think unneceirai ilv. 
The Dauphin docs not vet hear die legate iodeed, nor pretend to 
bear him \ but feeing liim advance, and concluding that he coroes 
to animate and aatbotizc bim with the power of the church, he 
crie» out, at thi fght of tkii lo// mm, I an ntomragtd 4S by the 
voice of an anjcl. ]oii\si^N. 

Rather, Jn u hat I havt now JtiJ^ an angcl fpake i for fee, the 
holy legate approaches, to give a warrant from AraoM, and the 
aamc of rigkt to our caufe. MAkOiit. 

Vol. XI. Ce 
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And on our atftions fet tlie name oi light, 
Willi holy breath. 

Pand, Hail, noble prince of France! 

Then£xt is thi$» — king John hath reconcii'd 
Hiroielf to. Rome; his fpirit is come in, 
That fo flood out againd the holy churchy 
The great metropolis and fee of Rome r 
Therefore thy threatening colours now wind up. 
And tame the fayage fpirit of wild wac ; 
That, like a Hon foftei'd up at hand, 
It may He gently at the foot of peace, 
And be no f urther harmful than in fhow. 

Lew. Your grace ilialL pardon me, 1 will not 
back; 

I am too high-born to be propertied, ' 
To be a lecondary at control, 
Or ufeful ferving-man, and inArumenc, 
To any foveteign ftate throughout the world. 
*Your breath firft kindled the dead coal of iQrars • 
Between this chaftisM kingdom and. myfelf. 
And brought in matter that fliould feed this £re ; 
And now 'tis far. too huge to be blown out • 
With that fame weak wind which enkindled it. 
You taught me hov/ to know the face of right, 
Ac([ualiucd me with intcr-'ll to this land,'' 
Yea, thrufl this enierprizc into my heart; 
And come you now to tell me, John hath made 

* Yon iaunslli «•# i§9 to inM tki /see of rights 

Ac jvainted nr with interejt 10 this lavd ,'\ Ibis was the 
p^irntvology of Sbakfpcarc'i uma. So again, ia King Htnrj IV, 
I'art 11: 

*« He hath nore worthy inferift to the fUte, 

** Than thou the (badour of fucccdjon." 
Aijnin, in . Dugdale'i Anti^uitin tj i'^'arwicijlire. Vol. H. 
p. 937 : — iu 4. R. 2. be had a rclcaTe from Rofe the daughter 
atid heir of Sir John de Ardes before fpecifiedi of aU htr htirtj 19 
thf naaor of Pcdimoie*** Malomi. 
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His peace with Rome ? What is that peace to me ? 
1, by the honour of my maiTiage*'bed, 
After youn^ Arthur, claim this land for mine; 
And, now it is half-conquer*d, mud I back, 
Becaufe that John fa&th made his peace with Rome? 
Am I Romc^s flave? What penuy hath Rome 
t brtrnc, - 

What men provided, what munition fent, 

To underprop this af^ion ? is't not I, 

That undergo this charge ? who eifebatl. 

And fuch as to nvy claim are liable, 

Sweat in this bufinefs, and maintain this war? 

Have I not beard thefe ? (landers Hiout out, 

Vive le royl as I have bank'd their towns?' 
Have I not here the bed cards for the game, ' 
To win this eafy match play'd for a crown? 
And fhali I now give o'er the yielded fct? 

No, on my foul,* it never fhall be faid. 

Pand. You look but on ihc outfidc of this work. 
Lew. Outfidc or infidc, I will not return 

Till my attempt fo much be glorified 

As to my ample hope was promifed 

^ as I have bank'd their towas?] Bai%IC4 iktir UVMS mMf 

meaOf thrown up cQircnchmcots before them. 

The old pUf »t JC. JfAs, however, leavct this Inierpreiatiott 
tstreiocly difpuiable. It appears from thence that thefe falutatioot 
ivere given to the Dauphin as he Jailed along fhr banii of (he livcf* 
This, l.fuppofe, Shakfpeare calli haniinif the towni. 
«^ — from the. hollow holes of Thimefii 
Echo apace replied, Vht h rii I * 

•» From ihrnce along the wanton rolling glaiic« 
»* To Troynovant, your fair iDctiopolis.'* 
^Nt flill lay to toaji aud to Jlank ; and to hank has no lefs of pro- 
jprieqr, tboogll it b not rccoacUcd to lu hy modtra ulagc. 

STEIVINf. 

* No, 0n my foul, ] In the old €0p7, iojuriouOf to th« mc«« 
Uxt^ it rcf cated, SmvJtM* 

Ggf 
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Before I'd re \v this gallant head of war/ 
And cull*d thcfe iiry fpirics from the world* 
To outlook ^ conqueQ, aod to win renowa 
Even in the jaws of danger and of death.— 

[Trumpet founds^ 
What Infty trumpet thus doth fummon us ? 

EhUr ilu Baftard, alLcnded. 

Bast* According to the fair play of the worlds 
Let me have audience; I am fentto fpeak;" — 
My holy lord of Milan, from the king 
1 come, to learn how you have dealt for him ; 

Anci, as youanlwer, 1 do know the fcopc 
And warrant liiuiied unto my toiif;uc. 

t^AND. Ihe Dauphin is too wi! ful-oppofite, 
And will not temporize with my cnticaties ; 
He flatly fays, he 11 not lay down his arms. 

Bast. By all the blood that ever fury breath'd. 
The youth lays well : — Now hear our £ngli(h king; 
For thus his royalty doth fpeak in me. 
He is prepatM ; and reafon too» * he ihould : 
This aptfli and unmannerly approach. 
This hamefsM ipafquc, and unadvifed revel. 
This unhatrM fauciuefs, and boyiih iroupb,' 

* — drew this gallant itad of r<</}r,] i. e. afTcmblcd it, drew 
it out into ihc ficM. So, in Kin/^ linny IV. P. F - 

And ihat hu Iricnds bj[ dcpuutioo coulJ noc 
»« So fooa be iratvii. '* Stbevens. ' 

• outlook — I i c. face down, bear down by a fliow of ma^ 

aaDiwiiy. — In a lormer icetic of tl is {''^y, we have: 
«i ^ outjsct tbc brow 

Oi brai:giug honor.** STEtVKNS. 

* mi r««/«e too, ] Old copy— Correded by the editor 

of llic fccoiid folio. MAf.ONH. 

^ 7 '/» iiiiMair'd /aucme/s, and lo)iju /rc fi,] The priTitCil co- 
lics — unitattli buL tmi(ard h aa cpiihct ol vciy liuU ioico 
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The. king doth fmile at; and is well preparM 
To whip this dwarfifh war, thefe pigmy arms. 
From ont the circle of his territories. 
That hand, which had the firength, even at your 

door. 

To cudgcLyou, and make you lake the batch ; 
To dive, like buckets, in concealed wells ; * 
To crouch in litter of your liable planks ; 
To lie,, like pawns, lock'd up in chelU and trunks ; 

or meaning here $ befidet, let 111 obfcrvc how it i» conplcd. Fan!* 
conbridge ifc fneetiug at the Dauphiti's itivafion, as m\ unadvifcd 
tntcrprire, favouring of youth a'ld indifi reiion ; ihe refuli of 
ciiiUiilhaefs, and unthinking laihncfs ; and he Iccms aliogithcr 10 
dwell on this cbaraAcr of it, by calling his preparation hvfiflttftfi^ 
iwa^Jijh war, pigmj ai/mSy &c. which, according to my emendation, 
fori very well with K«i«tr*i, i* c. vhbtndti faucinelii. 

Theobald. 

Hair was formerly written ktai. Hence tbe miflake might caGly 
happen. Faulconbridge has already in this ad exclaimed, 

" Shall a heardlffs boy, 

*» A cockcr'd nikcn wanton, brave our fields?" 
So, iu the itltb ad ot Matbttk^ Lenox tells CatlincCs that the 
EngUIh army it near, to which be fa^i, there are 

-mm- — many unrougk youths, that even noW 
" Proted their firft of manbood." 
Againi in King Hinry V: 

For who is he, whofc chin il but enrirh'd 
With one appearing A«tr, that will not follow 
Tbefc cuird and choice<4rawn cavaliers to France ?'* 

Ma LONE. 

• ttie tke hattk;] To take the hnlch, is to Uap tke kaickx 

To lake a ktdge or a dilck, it the hunter's phrafe. StelvenS. 

So, in Maflingcr's Fatal Dowrj^ i63a : 

I look about and neigh, tmkf kiigt and ditcK, 
** Feed in my neighbour's paftures." MALONt. 

' In concealed wells; ] 1 believe our author, with hij .-\c- 

cufloiped licence, ufeU concealed for conctaim^; wells that affordct^ 
loncealmnt and protcdion to tbofc who took, refuge ibcre. 

Cmttaled wells are wells in concealed or ^hfctrt fiiaatioitt| vit^ 
in pUces /uurtd fim ptihlU »flM<." Stesvim. 

G g a 
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To hug with fvvinc; to feck fweet fafety out 
In vaults andpritoos; and to thrill, and IhakCi 
Even at the ciying of your nation's crow/. 
Thinking his voice an armed Engliibnian ;— 
Shall that vidorious hand be feebled here. 
That in your chambers gave you cbaditement? 
No : Know, the gallanf'raonarcb is in arms ; 
And like an eagle o'er bis aicry lowers,* 
To foulc annovante thai conies near his neft. 
And you degenerate, you ingraie revolts. 
You bloody Ncrites, ripping up the womb 
Of your dear mother England, blufli for ILarae: 
For your own ladies, and pale-vils^g'd maids^ 
Like Amazons, come tripping after drums ; 
Their thimbles into armed gauntlets change. 
Their neelds to lances,' and their gentle heartr . 
To fierce and bloody inclination. 

Lew. 1 here end tby brave, and turn thy face iq 
peace; 

' »— tf Y9W •sHtn's mfv,] Mr. Pope, and fome of the fub- 

fcquent editors, read — nur nation's ciow; not ob(crving, ih;U the 
Baftard is fpcaking of Jolin's aichievements iu I rance. He like" 
vrife readi iu the next line — kis voice ; but tkii voUc i Ikt voict 9t 
eamf oj tkt Frnck craw, U falHIcieiitly clear. Malonb. 

your no/iWj rrew, ] i. e. ai the crowing of a cock; gMu 

meaning both a cock and a Frenchman. Doi'CE. 

' Itkt an taglt o'tr kit aiery /ocm, j Aa mterj is the acli of 

an ea|1e. So, io King Ritkmrd Ht: 

" Our AiV'y buiidctli in ihc cedar's top." Steevens. 

• Tfieir necUls to lancn,] So, in A Midfummtr Ni'^'tt's Drtmm* 
»* Have with our vrtlils created both oue Howcr.'* 
Fairfax bat tbc fame couiiadioa of ihe woril— 

^TElVSMi. 

In the old copy the word is cootrafledly wriiicu vefiiTs, but it 
vas certainly intended lo he pronounced ntiiis, a< it it frequently 
written iu old Litglilh books. Many diii)Liablc& are ufed by 
Shakfpeare and other writers as moaofjrllablca, ai vtkttktr^ fi^* 
tec. though they generelljr appear at leogtb itt the origioal edition* 
•f thefc pUji* MAtOMl. 
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We grant, tkou canft ontfcold ns: fare thee well ; 

^We hold our time too precious lo be fpent 
\Vith lucli a brabbier. 

Pand. Give me leave to fpeak* 

Bast. No, I will fpeak. 

Lew. We will attend to neither 

Strike up (be drums ; and let the tongue of war 
Flead for our intereft, and our being here. 

Bast. Indeed, your drams, being beaten, will 
cry out; > » 

And fo (hail you, being beaten: Do butlktrt 
An ecbo with the clamour of thy drum, 
And even at hand a drum is ready bracM, 
That (hall reverberate all as loud tis thiue ; 
Sound but another,' and another fliall, 
A% lundas thine, rattle the welkin's ear, 
And mock the deep-mouth'd thunder: for at hand 
(Not trufting to this halting legate here. 
Whom he hath usM rather for fport than need,) 
Is warlike John ; and in his forehead fits 
A barc-ribbM death, whofe office is this day 
To feaft upon whole thoufands of the French. 

Lew. Strike up onr drums, to find this danger 
out. 

Basi. And thou (b^lt find it. Dauphin, do not 
doubt. ^ \^Extunt. 
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SCENE 111. 

The fame, A Ficid of Bank, 
Alarums^ Enter King ]ohn and Hubert. 

K. John. How goes the day with us ? O, tell me, 
Hubert. ^ 

Hub. Badly, I fear : How fares your niajefty? 

K. John. This fever, ihat haih troubled me Tq 
long, 

^Acs heavy on me; O, my heart is fick! 

Enter a Mefienger. 

Mess. My lord, your valiant kinfman, Faulconi 

bridge, 

Defires your majerty to leave the held ; 

And lend him word by roe, which Way you go. 

K. John. Tell him, toward Swinftead* to the^ 
abbey there. 

Mess. Be ol goud comfort: for the crcatfupply, 
That was cxpe<^icd bv tiic Daupliin licrc. 
Arc wrcckM ' three nights a"0 on Goociwin fands. 
This news was brought to Richaid ' but even now* 
The French hght coldly, and retire tbcinlclvcs. 

K.John. Ah me! this tyrant fever burns me up, 

• — — for the ^rtat fupplv, 

Are witik'd — J Supplj is here and ia a fubfc<^uent pailage ii| 
Ictne V. uJcd at a noun of multittide. Malonk. 

* RUUfd^] Sir Richard FauUonhidge i —.»nd yet th« 

King a Utdc before ( Aftlll. If* ii.) calls bim by tail original aame 
pf i'4i(»>. STtiycMs. 
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"And will not let me welcome this good news. 
Set on toward Svvliiftead: to niv litter flraiglu ; 
VVcakucls poneOeth me , and 1 am faint. ^Excun4, 

9 

SCENE IV. 

The Jame, Anolher pari of the Jame^ 
Enter Salisbury » Plmbrok.£, Bigot, and Oihers. 

Sal. I did not think the king fo Hor d with 
friends. 

Pemb. Up once agajn ; putfpiritin the French; 
If they mifcarry , we mifcarry too. 

Sal. That mifbegottea devil, Faulconbridge, 
In fpite of fptte , alone' upholds the day. 

Pemb. They fay, king John, fore lick, hath left 
the field. 

EnUr M£LUN wounded , and led by Soldiers, 

Mfl. l ead me to the revolts of England here. 
Sal. When wc were ha[)py , we had pther names. 
Pemb. It is the count Melan. 
Sal. Wounded to death. 

Mel. Flv. noble EngiiOi, you are bought and 
foid;^ 

Unthread the rude eye of rebellion, ^ 

' ■ ■■ hvgti ni f§U i ] The fame proirerblal phrafe , intimating 

treachery, is u fed in Richard III. Aft V. fc. iti. in A'. Henrf Vi^ 
P. i. Aa IV. fc. tv. aad in Tki C9niiy »J Ernri^ A& III, fc. i. 

Steevens. 

< 

* IJruhre.Tl Ihr rude eye rf rebtHion,^ Though all the copies 
(wucur ia iUis tcadiu^, how poor is the metaphor of unlhrtadttti^ 
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And welcome borne again difcarded faith. 
Seek out king John, and fall before his feet; 
For, if the French be lords of this loud day. 
He means ' to recompenfe the pains you take, 
By cutting o£F your heads : Thus hath he fwom, 
And I with him, and. many more with me» 
Upon ihe altar at Saint tdmund's- Bury ; 
Even on that altar, where we Iwore to yoa 
Dear amity and everlafling love. 

Sal. May this be poflibic ! may this be true ! 

Mfiu Have 1 not hideous death within my view. 
Retaining but a quantity of life'; 
Which bleeds awa'^; even as a form of wax 
^ Refolvcth from Uis figure *gainft the fire ? ' 

the fjt of a netdU t And bcGdes , as there is uq mention made of 
a needle, how reootc and obfcure b the allufion without it ? The 
ttxt, as I have redored it, is eafjr and natural; and it is the mode 
of cxpreflion, which our author is every where fond of* tO trutd 
a«id untreaJ, the way, path, fi'P^* Sec. Theobald. 

The meuphor is certainly haiih, but 1 do not think tUe paflage 
corrupted. JOHMiON. 

Mr. Theobald rca4i— aafr^^d/ but Shakfpeara In King Lear qfct 
|he cxpreffioQ, tirts4ingd&ri tfi and GoriolanosCaya: 

•^Evcn when the navel of the ftate was toochM, , 

•♦They would not ihrfad tlic, gatci." 

This quotation in fupport of the old rcadioji has atfo been adduced 
by vlr. M. Mafoa. Stee vens. 

Our auibar is not alwrays careful that the epithet which he 
applies to a Bgurative term (hould aofwer on both fides. R*44 is 
applicable to rebtilion , hot oot io 9<. He means in fiiA,— the eye 

of rude rebellion. Malonf. 

• He mtans — ) The Frenchman, i. e. Lewis, means, &c. See 
Mclun's next fpeecb;*^ If Lewis do win the day — 

Malonb. 

' erm as a form of wr.x 

Rclolvcth, %ic.] This is fuJ in allnnon to the imapcs mcde by 
witches. Kolittlhed obfcrvcs that it was aUed^ed againit dame 
Eleanor Cobhain and ber coofcdefttes, that they had devif<4 
M im^gt $f wax, reprefeotlnj the king, vrh|ch by ^eir (orcerie 
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What in the world (hould make me now deceive, 
Since I-mufl lo(e the ufc of all (icceit? 
Why (hould I then be falfe; fincc it is true- 
That 1 mull die here, and live hence by trvich? 
1 fay again, if Lewis do vsin the day. 
He is toriworn, it e'er thofe cycs of yours 
Behold another day break in the cafl: . ' 
But even this night, — whofe black contagioiis 
breath 

Already fmokes about the bnrning creft 
Of the old, feeble, knd day-w^ried fun,— 

Even this ill night, your breathing ihall expire ; 
Pa\ 111^5 the T.ne ofraicd treachery,^ ^ 
Even with a treacherous fine of all yo^r li\;es, 
If Lewis by your alliflance win the day, 
Ccjuiinend nic to one Hubert, witli your king J 
The love of him, — and this refped beiides, 
yor that my grandfire was an P ngl-niman,'— 
Awakes my confcience to confefs ail this. 
In lieu whereof, I pray you, bear m$ hence 
From forth the noife and rumour of the field ; 
"Where I may think the remnant of my thoughts 
In peace, and part this body and ray foul 
With conteiiipiatiun and devoui defires. 

\>y little and little conrumed, intcnUios thereby ia condufion to 
Wafle zad deilroy the Iciog's perfoa." 

Msftht and dijjolvt^ had andentlf tbe bmc meaning. So, In 
Hmmltt : 

•* O, that this too too folid flcfli would melt, 
»* Thaw, and njolvt itfelt ioto a dew 1 " Stekvins. 
>-raUd frMcl«7,J It were eafy to chantte rmt$4 to 
/|br sin eafier meaning, but ratti ruiia better with Jine. The Dauphia 
has rated your treachery, and Cit upon it a jiM$ wbicb your UfCfl 
muft pay. Johnson. 

* For tist my grsndpe wms mm EngUJhmMH^] Thia lino it la^a 
from tbe old play, printed ^^ quarto* In i>9i. Malons* 
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Sal. We do believe thee, — ^And b'efhrey^ my 
foul 

But I do love the favour and the form 
Of this mod fair occafion, by the which 
We will uotread the Aeps of damned flight ; 
And, like a bated and reiircd floDcJ, 
1 caviiii; our raiikiicis and irregular courfc,* 
Sloop low witiiin ihufc bounds nvc have o'erlook'd. 
And calmly run on in obedience, 
Even to our ocean, to our great king John. — — 
My arm fball give thee help to bear thee hence ; 
For I do fee t«e cruel pangs of death 
Right in thine eye/^Away, my friends ! New 
flight ; 

And happy newnefs/ that intends old right. 

[Exeunt, leading oJfMELUN* 



* Leaving our ranlcnefs nni ine^lar courfr^'j Rank, as applied to 
water, here Ggnihes txubtmnt^ nady to ovfrfitw : as applied lo 
theaftiom of the fpeaker ancf Ms party, it fijjnifiet «i«nita«lf. So, 
in our author's Vfnus and Adonn : 

«• Rain added lo a livtr that is ran 4, 

Perforce will force it oveiBow the bank." Malone. 
' Right im tkint ryt \ This is the old reading. Rigkt fignilics 
immtd&MU* It it now obfolcie. Sone commcQUt'ort would read~. 
/t^ll , a. e. pitched as a tent ii ; othcn, Jigki t» tiau tft, 

Steevins. 

*— — f^*PPj ncwncfs, kc] Happy innovation, Ui.u purpofed 
the Tcflotation of the aucicut rightful goveramcoi. Joui^sON. 
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SCENE V. 
The Jam. ' The French Camp* ' 
. Enter LEWiSt and his Train. 

Lew. The fan of heaven, methonght, was loth 
to fet ; 

But flayM, and made the wcftcrn welkin biufli, 
When the EnglilU mcafur'd ^ backward their own 
grounci, 

III faint retire: O, bravely carne we oft, 
When with a volley of our necdleis (liot, 
After fuch bloody toil, we bid good night ; 
And wound our tatter'd ^ colours clearly up, 
Lad in the field, and almoft lords of it!— - 

' iVktn the En^lijh tneafiir -J — ] Old copy — \fken EDglifli tatik- 
furc« kc. Corieded by Mr, Pope. Malonb. 

• Mlird^] For /«/<«rV, the foUo reads, hUmng* 

Johnson. 

It is remarkable througb fuch old copies nf cor aiithdr as I liavc 
hilhcilo fceri, ibjt wherever ilic modern editors read iaitit' I., the 
old cdittoot give us toiler d in lit room. Fcrhaps ihc prefcat 
broad pronuncaatiou, alnoA particular to the Scots, was at that 
time conaoii to both oatioos. 

So, in Marlowe's K. Edward II. i^qR : 

This iotitttd tahga. of my auccftors." 
Again : ^ 

As doth this water froai my UlUr]i robes.** 
Again, in Tkt Downfall of Rnhtrt Em'l tf HunHngteu^ t€oi : 
** I will not bid my cii fn; n-bc.ir<c r wave 

My totter'd colours in iht» wotihlcCs air." Steevens. 
tnUtfing^ which in the fpclliog of oor author's rime was tot- 
Urin^y is ufed far tmtttr'd. I be adivc aad paflive partUiptet are 
employed by him very indtfcfiminatcly. MALONB. 

I read — tatttr'd, an epithet whicli occurs again in King Lfor 
and Ronto and juliei. Ol taiicnng (wiiich would obviouily mean 
ttsriitg l9 latUu] our author's woiksafioid ao parallel. Stsivsn«» 
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Enter a Meflengei'. 

Mess. Where is my prince, iheDanphin? 
Lew. Here : — What news ? 

Mess; The count Melan is (lain ; the Englilh 
lords. 

By his perfaafion, are again fallen off: 

And your fupply, which you have wifli'd fo long. 
Arc caQ away, and funk, on Goodwin fands. ' 

Lew. Ah, foul ihiewd news? — BeUircw thy vciy 

' heart! 
I did not think to be fo fad to-night, * 
As this hath made me.— Who was he, that faid, 
King John did fly, an hour or two hefore 
The flurabling night did part our weary powers? 

Mess. Whoever fpoke it, it is true, my lord. 

Lew. Well ; keep good quarter,' and good care 
to-ntght: 

The day fliall not be up fo foon as T, 

To try the fair adventure of to-morrow. [ExeunU 

SCENE VI. 

An open plate in the neighbourhood of Swinftead-s 

Abbey. 

Enter the Baftard, and Hubert, meeting. 

Hub. Who's there? fpeak, ho! fpeak quickly,* 

or I (lioot. 
Bast. A friend:— What art thou? 

f^^htp good quarter,! i. e. Eecp ia fotur aDottcd poll» or 

AatiOBt* So, in Timon of Ailomii 
not a maa 

*^ Shall pa£i hii }iMr/«r." 8Tii?iMt. 
« 

% 
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Hub. Of the part of England. 

Bast. Whither dod thou go? 
Hub. What's thatto thee? Why may not I demand 
Of thine affiiirs, as well as thou of mine? 
Ba^t. Hubert, 1 think. 

Hub. Then haft a perfefi thought : * 

I will, upon ail hazards, well believe * 

Thou art my friend, that know*il my tongue fo well : 

Who art ihou ? 

Hast. Who thou wilt: an if ihou plea(e, 

Thou ni a y'fl befriend me fo much, as to think 
1 come one way of the Planiagenets. 

Hub. Unkind remeuibiance i thou, and eyelefs 
night,^ 

'.--^pcifcd ihught:1 i. c. a well-iaformed one. So, ia 

»* I am ptrjtd; 

Thai the Pannonians," 55cc. Stievens. 

*— — Mill, Mi cyelcfi nigkttl The old copy ttdL^h-^tndltJi, 

Steevin*.. 

Wc Ihould read tjth/%. So, Pindar calls the moon, tii tjt of 

mgkU WAlkUKTON. 

Tbis epithet I find in Jarvit Markham's Englijh Art»dutf 1607 : 
O fydrj'i night, the portraiture of death ! '* 
Again in Gowcr De Lonfejjione Amantis^ Lib. V. fol. tbs. bs 
Th* due made endc, and l§Jlt kisjgkty^ 
** And comcn wa« the darke night. 

The Whkhe ail thedaies tie tlent." Stfevens. 

T,Sc emendation was m ule by Mr. Theobald. With Pin<lar our 
author had ccciainly 00 ac(|uaiutancc ; but, I believe, the corrcdioa 
il right/ Sbakfpeare has, bowtvtr, twice apphed tbe cpitbet 
tMdIi/s to migkU in K. Ritkttrd Us 

" Then tlius I turn me from my eountry's light. 
To dwell in lolenm ibadcs of endltjs nigbl.** 

Again: 

Mf oiUdrv'd lamp.- 

•« Shall be cxtinrt wiili age and tndlefs night." 
But in ti c l.mcr of ihcfc palijges a natural, and in the former, a 
kiud of livil, dmlk^ i« alluded to. in the prcfent parage tbe epitbeC 
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Have done me Ihaine :— Brave foldier, pardon me, 
That any accent,, breaking from thy tongue, 
Should Tcape tbe true acquaintance of mine ear. 
Bast. Come, come; fans compliment, what news 

abroad ? 

Hud. Why, here walk I, in theblack browofnight, 
To finci you out. 

Bast. Brief* then; and what's the news? 

Hub. O, ray (Weet fir, news fitting to the night. 
Black, fearful, comfortlefs, and horrible. 

Bast. Show me the very wound of this ill new^; 
I am no woman. Til not fwoon at it. 

Hub. The king, I fear, is poifonM by a monk :^ 
I left him almoft fpeechlefs, and broke out 
To acquaint you with this evil ; that you might 
The better arm you to the fuddcn time, 
l han if you had at Icifurc known of this.* 

enilffs is inadmifTible, becaufe, if undcrftood literally, it is falfc. 
Oq the other haod tjehjs is peculiarly applicable. The cmcodaiioa 
is alfo fupportcd by our author** R^p$ 9) Lutrtu: 

•* Poor groom* mtJigUUft night; kingi, gloraont day." 

M\LONf. 

* Tki img^ J Jetr^ is poi/9n*d if • mtnk:] Kot one of the 
liillofiaos who wrote ivithin flxiy yeats after the death of King 
John, meniioot this vcrv improbable flory. The talc is, that a 
monk, to revenge liinilclf on i' c kiug for a rj\itjc; at which he 
took, olTence, poifou d a cup of ale, and having brought it to 
bis majeflvf drank fome nf it hinfclf to induce the kiug to tafle ' 
it, aud foon afterwards rxpired. Thonat Wykes is the firft who 
relates it in liis Chronicle, as a rrfiprl. AcconUng tO" the beft 
accounts |ohn died at Newark, of a fever. Maxome. 

* " tkat you migit 

Tkt telUr «rm fu It llr fuHtn timtt 

Th»n if you kml nt Itifurr. known fj tkts.]^ That you might .be 
able to prepare innanily for the fuddcn revolution iti alTaiis which 
tlie king s dcaili will occaUou, iu a better maiiucr than you could 
have done, if you had not known of it till the event had aftnallf 
happened, and the kingdom waa reduced to a ftaie of compoforo 
and ^uieu Malomi. 
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Bast. How did he takcjt ? who did taflc to him J 

MfB. A raonl<, I tell yoii ; a rcfolvcd villain. 
Whofc bowels fuddenly boril out: the king 
Yet fpeaks, and, peradventare, may recover. / 

Bast. Who didft thou leave to tend his majeny ? 

HugB. Why, know you not? the lords are ail 
cofnc back, 

And brought prince Hf nry in their company;' 
At whole rcc|ue!l ilie king hatii pardoned tiiem, • 
Aud they arc all about his majcfly. 

Bast* Withhold thine indignation, mighty, 
heaven. 

And tempt us not to bear ab^Ve our power 1 i- 

lUl tell thee, Hubert,, half my power this nigbt, 
Pafling thefe flats, are taken by the tide; 
Tbefe Lincoln wafbes have devoured them ; 
Myfelf, wiell-mounted, hardly have efcap*d. 
Away, before ! condu£l me to the king ; 
I doubt, he will be dead, or ere I come. [Exeunt. 

*S G E N E VII. 
Tke Orchard o/Swinftead- Abbey. 
Enter Prince Henry, Salisbury, and Bicof • 

P. Hen. It is too late; the life of all his blood 
Is touched corruptibly ;^ and his pure brain 

*Wky^ know you n$t9 iit Ivfis^ tcc] Perhaps we ought to poioc 

"Why know ;cu rtoi, tkt lords art all cmt hack^ 

And biought prince Henry in tkeir company! MALONt. 

4 Is touch' d corcupubly i J e. corruptivtly. Such was thf 
phrafcology of Shakrpeare*s age. So, in hit Rape 0] Lutrno: 

The %9m^n% ftwfiktf did give conrent — " 
!• «. vilh accIamadoBi. Utn wt flioald now fay— . j^AwA«</t- 

you ysdi tk M 
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.( Which fome fappofe the fool's frail dwelling* 

hoafe,) 

Doth, by the idle commeQts that it make8» 
Foretell the ending of mortality. 

Euier Pembroke. 

Femb. His highnefs yet doth fpeak; and holds 
belief. 

That, being broaghc into the open air. 
It wonld alky the burning quality 
Of tliat fell poifon which aflaiieth him* 
. P. Men. Let him be brought into the orchard 

here».-i« 

Dotb he fUU rage ? [ Exit Bigot. 

Pemb. He is more patient 

Th^n when you left him ; even now he fung. 

P. Hen. O vanity of ficknefs! fierce extremes. 
In their continuance,^ will not feel themielves. 
Death,' having prey'd upon the ootward parts, 
Leaves them infenfible ; and his fiege is now 
Agpiinft the min^^ the yrh3c)\ he pricks and wonnds 

^ * In their toniinuMtit ] I fafpca oar author wrotC'— /■ th^ ron- 
tinusHCi. In his Sonnets t!ie two words are frequently confounded. 
If the teat be right, continiuMU meaat tcntinuUj, fiacoa ufci the 
word fo that fesCe. Malomi. 

^Lttnis then infenfible; and All Juft it ntw 

AgainJ tit mind, ] The old copy reads — invifihU. Stiivins, 
Ai the word invijible has no fcnfe in this palTagc, I have no 
doubt but the modern cdttori are right ia reading inJtnJibU^ which 
•gVMi wich the two prcecdiog liiicit 
— — Jierc* tMtrmu, 
In tknr continutnct^ will not feel themfehiu 
Dutkt having prtfd ufon tkt outward fatU^ 
Letnn tUm infenSble : lu Jitgt it mv 

The lift lines arc evidently intended i| ft pAitphllCf| tsd 
irmatiea of the IW9 &rft. M. Ma«qn. 
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With many legions of (irange faotafies; 

Which, in tbetr throog and prefs to that laft hold, ' 

tnviJtHi it here afcd «dvtriiUllf« De«tTt, bftviofr flutlei hin* 
felf with the ravage of (he alntoU wndcd body, and knowing that 
the difeafe with which lie Ikis adailcil ii 15 mottil, before ils dif« 
fotuttOD, proceeds, from mere iaiiety, 10 attack the miad, Icaviog 
the b^dy iwi^bly ; that it« in fuch a Tecjec manocr that tbe ey« 
cannot prttijk} maik hu progrcfs, or fee when his attack on tbe 
vital powers has ended and thai on the mind hegins ; Or in other 
woras, at what panic ular momc t tcafon ccafet to perTorni its 
fiindioo, aod the underflanding, in cenfrq*tnc$ cj n frfding mnd 
morUl mmlmiy^ begins lo be diflurbed. Our poet in bit Vmu tmd 
Jdonit calls Death, " invijihle comnimdcr." 

Henry is here only purfuing tlic fame train of tbottghc wbich WO 
£nd in bis firit Ipcech iu tiic prefent fccne. 

Our author bat. in many other paflagei io bit playi ii(cd ad» 
jcaives adverbiailf. So, in Aid well iUt nds weU : Was it 
not meant damnable in us, " 8cc. Again, in K. Htnty IV. part I : 

— ~ tea times more di/Lonourablt ragged than an old faced aa<« ' 
cieau'*-$ee Vol. IX. p. n. 9. and JC. Hnry IV. AA IV. fc.H. 

Mr. Rowc reads- irr Gege— , an error derived fiom tbe COr* 
Tvipiion of the fecond folio. 1 fufped, that this flrange miflake 
vas Mr. Gray's authority for making Detik a female } in which| 
I believe, he has ociiher been preceded or followed by any poet : 
•« Tbe painful family of Dm/I, 
More hideous than their quten." 
The old copy, in the paflagc before us, reads — Againft the or/n^; 
an evident error of the prefs, which was correded by Mr. .PopCg 
and wbich I fhoold Icarcely have ncatiooed, bnt that it julUfict 
an emendation made in Mea/urt for Mta/ure^ [ VoU VI. p. 75, 
n. g. ] where by a fimilai minake the wOEdjteaMV appoait ia thf 
old copy tnftead of Jlamtu Malone. 

Mr. Malone reads » 
Pitdk AevtKf prtf*d Ht cuiwgrd p&rts^ 

Leaves ikem invifible ; &c. 
As often as 1 am induced to differ from the opinions of a gentle* 
asan whofe laborious diligence in the caufe of Sbakfpeare is with* ^ 
out example, ( fcibjeft myfelf to tbe moft oowckomc part of 
ediioiial duty. Succefs, however, ii not in every- iaftaace propor* 
tionable to zeal and effort; ant' he who fhrinks from cotitroverfy, 
ihould alfo have avoided the vejlituiumifjumy fnmmjqut jmuctt of tbe 
*ftbooh of Sbakfpeare. ' 

Sir Thomas Haamer gives us— t«/lrnj(Kr, which affords a meaa« 
lag fttflkieaU^ ftoamodiooi. hut at unjjikU and in/tnJiHi ^i% aoi 
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Confoand themfclves/ *Ti8 ftraoge, tliat death 
ihould fing. ■ ■ 

vordt of exaAefl' eonrooance, the legidaacy of thit emendation 

bas been dilputc i. h yet icmatus in ttie text, for ihcTakc of iboCt 
Vho dilcover no ligUl i!irou^h the rtncient reading. 
- Perhaps ( I fgcak. without coutidcncc) our authot wrote — iafjaci- 
hUy whicit, in found, fo nearly icfcmblet iiuttfUU^ tbac an ia« 
attentive coapofitor mtgKt have fobfiitated the one for tho other. 

All our modern editors (Mr. ^falone excepted^' agree that 

invimible in King Htnrj IV. P. II. Ad ill. fc. ii. was a mifprtnC 
for invijihlt ; and {o{v'ui vtrj») invijihli may here have ufarpcd 
the place of t»vi«(iH«. . 

If mv fuppofitioo be admitted, the Prince muft dcfign to fay, 
that Death liad battered the royal outworks, but, feeing they were 
invincihlt^ quitted them, and diredcd his force agaiuft the mind. 
In the prefent inAahce, the King of Terrort it defcribed at a b«« 
licger« whOf failing in his attempt to dorm the bulwark, proceeded 
to undermine the citadel. Why elfe did he change his mode and 
objed of attack?—-— The Spaaiih ordnance fuHicicnily pttyti on 
the rampant of Gibraltar, hnt ftiil left them itn/rfjn«^/«.^The 
fa.me metaphor, though oot continued fo fu*, occmt agaio inTiiiM 
•J Aikntf 

•* Nature, 

»* To whom all fores lay Jitgt*** 
Again, in 4ir$ w$U iUt tnU mtllt 

»» and yet my heart 

Will not confcfs he owes the malady 

•* That docs iny life bijitge** 
Mir. Malone, however, gives a ditferent turn to the paflage be* 
fore us; and leaving the word out of hit account, appcart to 
icprcfcnt Death as a gourmand, who lud fatiatccl hinifelf \\it!i the 
K.in«;'s body, and took Im iutellcdual pan by way of change of 
proviQon. 

Neither can a complete acquiefcence la the Ikme gencteman'a 
examples of adje^ivcb ufed avUerbially, be well expeded ; as they 
chiefly occur iu hghi and fa<nilijr dia'o;»ue, or where the regular 
full-grown adverb was unUvourablc to rhyme or metre. Kor indeed 
are Uiefe docked adverbs (which perform their office, like the 
witch's rat, without a tail«*V difcoverable in aMv iolemn nana* 
live like that before lu. A portion of theiu alfo might be no 
otucr than lypo^rapiiical imperfe^ious ; for this part of fpcecb, 
Ihoinofits termination, will necciLtrily take the form of an ad* 
je^ive* —.—I may fubjoin, that In the beginning of the prefent 
ften^t (he adjeftivc (wnitikU if sot oficfad aa » Uam itnau £w 
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I am the cygnet* to this pale faint fvvan, 
Who chants a doleful hymu to his own death; 



tYi« adverb t$mptHfy^ tbaugh ibef were alike adapt^ed to our 
autbor'i toeafure. 

Il muft, notwidiftauding, be allowed th^t adjc8ivcs employed 
adverbially ate fomeU(iic& «nct wiih iu ilic language of Shakfpcare* 
YcC, farcif, we ought not (as Polonius fays) lo crack the wind 
of the poor pbrafe, ** by fuppofiug its cxifteoce where iimuft ope* 
rate equivocallj, aod provoke a fmile, a» on the pce(cn( occa* 
£oa. 

'That Death, therefore, lef^ the outward parU of iht ILiog 
invifiiUt** could not, in my jud^aieot,^ have been an expreffiOn 

li37.irdcd by our poet in hii tnnn cn.fUfs momebt of com];oruion* 
Jt conveys an idea too like Uic licliuci of Orcus, in ihe fiill* Iliad,* 
Gadfli'iU's icceipc of fctn-fecd, ' Colonel I tignwcU'k? mofos 
mufphoMMt or the confequencei of being bit by a Sifs^ at wat a 
Roman foldier, of whom fats our excellent tranflator of LucAn^ 

none was left. n'> leYll rcni:iint v/cte f?en, 

*^No maiLt lo thow ibac once a man had beea."f . 
Befidei, if the outward part (i. e. the body) of the exptnog mo- 
narch wa<, in plain, familiai, ;itid nnqualificd terms, pronounced 
to be ih'ijihlt^ how could ihofc who pretended to have juH/r^n it, 
expcd to be believed P aud would not an audience, uuiaitiatcd in 
the myftery of advcibial adjedives, on bca'ing fucli an account of 
the royal carcafe, have exclaimed, like the Governor oV Tilbury 
Fo.rt in the CtiAct 

thou cadft not /«# tt, 

''Bccaule" lis not in Ji^kt." 
But I ou|:ht not to difmift the prefcnt fubjed, without a few 
words in defence of Mr. Gray, who had auihoriiy fouicwbat more 
dccidvc than th.il of the perfccuicd fecpnd folio of Shakfpeare, for 
Teprclcnii ig Dftk as a Waman, . The writer of the Odt an m difiant 
Ft§fpiB pj Collegia wMi (bfficienily intimate with Lucretius, 

Horace, Ovid, Pbaedrus, Staiint, Petronius, Seneca the dramattft, 
Ic. to know tliat ihcy all concurred in exhibiiin^; M iri as a God- 
dfjs. Mr. Spence in his Poljmtlis^ p. 261, (I refer to a book of 
eafy acccfs.) hut produced abundant exao^lcs in proof of my 
aircrtion, and others lii^y be readily fupplied. One compt cheofive 
inftance, indeed, will an(wer my prcfcnt purpofe. Siatius, in bis 

Ayr' "Aiifof Kuvinv, MU MiN lAOI c.'t(>'ftof ^'A/'W^. 
t Eowe; Book IX. 1* 1S34. 
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And, from the organpipc of frailty, fings 
His foul aod body to thcii laiiing reit. 



eighth Thebaid, defcribing a troop of ghaftljr females who (ur* 
Tounded the throne of Pluto, has the toltOwiDg lines : 

SUni Fwia tireum. varic^« m tfdht Monet, 

Smva<}ue mutttjonas rxmtt Pana catevas. 
FrofT this group of perlunihcacinii, .^c. it is evident, that not 
merely Dtaik, as the fource oi priacipie ol tnortatiiy, but each 
particular kind of Death was rcprefmied under a feminine fbape. 
For want, therefore, of a corrcfponding maiculiue term, Dobfon, 
io his Latin vcrfion of the '^rrond VaraHifi L >Jl, tvas obliged to 
render the terrific offkpnng of Satan, by tlx* name olHadtii a 
luckleft ttecelBtv, betaufc H«t4ti^ •» the Qh^ih tine of the fymt 
book, eshibiU n charader completelf difeiiminated from .that of 
tfik. 

Were I inclined to be fporiive, (a difpofition which commenta- 
tors Qiould Hudioufly reprcfs.) might I not maintain on the ftrcu^th 
of the foregoing ctrcamfiaoccs, that the editor of the folio i6St 
(far from being an igunrai.t blunderer,} was well ioftroAcd in the 
niceties of Romun mythology ? and tnif>lit not my ingenious 
fellow-labouicr, on the fcore of liis meditated triumph over Mr. 
Gray, be fainted with fnch a remark a» reached the car of 
Cadmos ? »^- 

■ ' ■ Quid, Agenere nalt^ prrempfnn 

Strprnttm Jptliaif if In Jptdabtrf ftrfms, 
Ta(hionabIe as it is tb cavil at the produ&ioos of our Cambridge 
Foct, it has not yet been diTcovered that throughout tkc 4Relds of 
dalBe literature, ' cvcn in a finale inflance, he had aiAook lut 
way. $T££vaNS. 

7 Yf'xlki^ many legions tf Jlrsr fzTii^ fie i ; • 
Whickf '^'f throng .iml prcfs. to th'^t hji hol/i. 
Confound themfelvcs. j So, in our ^ulhot i Rapt tj Lucrtii : 
Much like a ptt/s of people at a door, 
«^ Throng his invtntigMM^ which lhaUgo bcfoft*** 
Again, in King Henry VIII: 

•* ■ — which forc'd fnch way, 
<• That maay tmid cenjiderin^i did thongs 
And p9fi in, with this caution.'* Mai.om«. 

in ikeiT throng aiii/ prefs to that laft hold, ] In their tumult 

and bony of reforting to the laft tenable part. Johnson. 

* / «m tkt cygnet-..] Old copy — Sjmtt, Coircded by Mr* 
Fopc. MAi.Otti. 
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Sau Be of good.comfori, prince; for you ve 
bora 

To fet a form upon that indigell 

Which he hath left fo Jhapeleb and fo rode.* 

* « 

Rt^fUir Bigot and Attendants^ who bring in King 

John in a Chair. 

K. John. Ay, marry, now my fool hath elbow- 
room ; 

It wonld not oot at windows, nor at doors. 

There is fo hot a fumraer in my bofom. 
That all my bowels crumble up to duft: x 
I am a fcribblcd form, drawn with a pen 
Upon a parchment; and againii this hre 
Do I fhrink up, 

P. Hen. How fares your roajefly; 

K.John. Poifon'dr— ill-fare ;*~dead« forfook, 
caft off : 

^ And none of yon will bid the winter come. 

. • — you arc born 

To Jtl a Jorm upon thai tniigtjl 

Vtkick ki k»tk UJtJc Jh^ftltjs mnij9 Tndt,\ A dcfcriplion of 
the Chaot almeft ia ibe very wiMnit of Ovid: 

^« Qu«m diiMte Chaoi, mdii IndUgcftaqtio nokt." Mir. I. 

Whaixbt. 

Which Chaot highc, a huge rv^ heap,— : 

M No Tunne at yet with llgbtrome beamet ihe Jltt^Ufi WOrld 
did view.** Goldiog'a Traaflatioa, li^j. 

Malone. 

• PoiJon'd—iH.hre; ] Mr. Malone fuppofci fart to be bere ufed 
at a dilryllablcff^ike ^rt, kcur^ Ice. But at this word has not coa« 
• cnrring vowcli ia it, like bfsr, fair, nor vaa cvar dllyUabicallj 
fpclt (like fi#r] Un ; I had rather fopp^ofe tfia prcfest liiic aoipaa* 
fcA, than compicu, ii by fach ooprccadcaied vcaot. tfmiiia. 

' This fcene bai been imslatad bf Baaottont and flatahir ia tkf 
Wifi Jn tt Maa<i, Ad IV. SrUTtitt. 

Hh4 
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To thruft bis icy fingers in my. maw; ' 

Nor let iny kingd )m's rivers take ihtjr ceurfe 

1 liii/uoli iijv LciiiTd bolom; n.-r eniicai the north. 
To make bis bleak winds kiib ri)\ parched hps, 
And comfort mc wiili cold : — I do not alk \ ou iQUcb,* 
1 beg Cf Id comfort; and vou arc lo itraii,^ 
And fo ingraitful, you deny mc thai. 

P. Hln. O tbattbcre were fome virtue in ray tearSy 
Thai migbt relieve you ; 

K. John. The fait in them is hot.-^ 



' tt'thfufi kh icf Jingets in my mM»;] Decker, in Tkt GiWs 

H'^rntooi^ ibo9. ha» the f^mc iHou^lii . u <— ~tb« fDOtnitig waxiog 
cold, lAtuJi Sii fri'lty /i i;ilO ihv Uornmc 

Again, iu a pampiilei ciiiiileU, Ike^ituti'foji^ Cold Dffin^i^ ifc, 
M Londtm^ i6o8; H'Tliie cold btod of wioter ii tbruft into ouf 
kofomt.'* SiKLvrNK. 

Tb^ comfpoeiding ptffiage in the old play runs thoit 
tt Pfiilip. fame drink. O, for t)ie frozcd Alpt 

(1 7 o luiiiblr on, and cool ihi> inu/nl heal, 
**■ lliai r.i^cih its a furnace levcn-iotii hot.** 
There U fo ftrOTip a refetnUaoce, not only hi the Uiought, bu( ia 
iht cxpreffioii, between ih« paflafe befoie v$ and tbe following 
linrs in two of M.irlowt's plas s, that ue may failly fuppoifc tbcm 
Co bavc been in our author^ lllou^)lt!l: 

O, I aai dull, aud the cold hand of ilcep 
(i Httk tkfttfi his iff ^•gtfs in nj htmjl^ 
«SAnd made a iroft witbin mt.*' Ln/i'a DesmM. 
Again : 

** O, poor Zabiaa, O my queen, my quecii« 
Fctcb me fooe wmter for my ^rNia^ ^rfajf. 
To €9ol and eimjtrt me wilb looger date." 

Tamhrlairf, i^gt. 

Lu^'j Dominion^ like manv of the p'avs of that time, rctnaijicd 
unpubliihcd lor a gicat uuuibcr ot vcars, and uas fir/l printed in 
l657, by Frandt Kirkman, a bookfeller. It noft* however havf 
been wriueo before 159S, in wbich year Matlowe died. 

Mai ONE, 

' " / do not ajk you murft, ] Wc fhould read, for fl»c Cake of 

meire, with Sir T. Hanmer,—/ aji «««m«rl. Stcevcns. 

* ftrait, ] i. c. nanuw, avaiiciousj au unufual fcafe of 

the word, Stibvbmi. • 
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Within me is a bell ; and there the poifon ' 
Is, as a fiendt confinM to tyrannize 
On unreprievable condoned blood. 

Enter the Baftard. 

Bast. O, I am fcalded with my violent motion. 
And fpleen of fpced to fee yonr majefty. 
K« John. O coufin* thou art come to fet mine 
eye:* 

The tackle of my heart is cracked and bnmM ; 

And all the flirouds/ wherewith my life fhould fail, 
Are turned to one thread, one little hair: 
My heart hath one poor Aring ro flay it by, ^ 
Which holds but till thy news be uttered; 
And then all this thou feeft, is but a clod. 
And modolt of confounded royalty.^ 

Bast. The Dauphin is preparing hitherward; 
Where, heaven he knows, how we ihall anfwer 

him : ' , 

For, in a night, the beft part of my power, 

* And mH tli Oiroudi, J Sbakfpeare here ttfti lh« woT[dJ}:rouds \a. 
Its true feore. Tbc Jhrtnds are the (real r^pct, which come from 

each fule of the nud. [u modern poeujf the WOrd frcqucnlljr 

fii^nillcs the fails of a fhip. M ALONE. 

ihit latter ufjge of the viOfd—'JhrtudSf hat hidKrto efcapcd mf 
fiptice : ST£avENS. 

.* And noduh of covjonndid rfya/4r«] Udddt and mUtU U baa 
been already obforved, were ia our author*! time ooly, different 

mode* of fpelling the fame word. ^Xoitl ftgnified not an archetype 
after which fon.ething was to be formed, but the thinjj formed 
after ao archciyi^c ; and hence ii is ufcd by. Shakfpcare ^nd bu 
cofitemporariea Ibr a uprf/enMitn, So, in'n« Linden Ffdi§nl% 
i6o) : 

" Dear copy of my hufband! Q let me kifs thee ! 

[Kijfing a piQuxu 

How Uke htm \\ tbit «i«d^l r ' * 

See Vol. IX. p. 141, n. 5. MAtOHt. 
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As I upon advantage did lemove. 
Were in the waflies, ail nnvrarily. 

Devoured by the unexpeAed flood.' [ Tkt King dies. 
Sal. Yoa breathe ihefe dead news in as dead an 
car. — 

My liege ! my lord! — ^^Bntnowa king, — now thus. 

P . Hen, Even fo mull I run on, and even fo Hop. 
What furety of the world, what hope, wbal fiay» 
When this ivas now a king, and now is clay!. 

Bast. Art thou gone fo? I do but fiay jbehind* 
To do th^ office for thee of revenge ; 
And then my fonl (hall wait on thee to heaven, 
As it on earth hath been thy fervant flill. ■ 
Now, now, you (lars, that movie in your right 
fpheres, 

Where be your powers? . Show now yoor mended 
faiths ; 

And indantly retam with me again. 
To pufh de(lrn£lion, and perpetual £bame. 
Out of the weak door of oar fainting land : . 
Straight let ns fcek. or flraight we (hall be fought; 
The Dauphin rages at eur very heels. 

Sal. It feems, you know not then fo much as we : 
The cardinal Pandulph is within at reft, 
Who half an hour Gnce came from the Dauphin; 
And brings from him fuch offers of our peace 
As we with honour and refpc^l may take. 
With purpofc prefently to leave this war. 

Bast. He will the rather do it, when he fees 
Oorttlves well fincwed to oar defence. 

• Wert in tkt WBjhes^ all unvfarilj^ Ste. ] This untoward ac- 
ei4cnt really happened to Kitig Joiio hinrfclf. As he paflfed from 
Lynn to Lincolulhirc, be loft by aa inuadatioa all bit ticafure, 
cairia|ei, baggage, aad regalia. IIA|<0IUU 
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Sal. Nay, it is in a manner done already; 
For many carriages he hath defpatch^d 
To the feafide, and put his cauf'e and qaarrel 
To the difpofing of the cardinal r 
With whom yonifelf, myfelf, and other lords, 
if you think meet, th^ afternoon will poft 
To confummate this hufinefs happily. 

Bast. Let it be fo :— And you, my noble prince, 
With other princes that may bed be fpar'd. 
Shall wait upon your father's funeral. 

P. Hen. At Worceiler mufthisbodybe interr d; 
For fo he wUrd it. 

Bast. Thither {hall jt then. 

And happily may your fweet felf put on 
The lineal date and glory of the land! 
To whom, with all fobmifiion, on my knee, 
I do bequeath my faithful fervices 
And true fubje{lion everlaftingly. 

Sal. And the like tender of our love we make, 
To reft without a fpot for evermore. 

P. Hen. I have a kind ioui, that would give you'- 
thanks. 

And knows not how to do it, but wuh tears. 

Bast. O, Let us pay the time but needful woe,* 
Since it hath been beforehand with our griefs— 

* — . — Uat vfOuU give you — ] Too, which is not in the old copjTi 
«M added for the Take 0/ the metre, by Mr. Rowt. Malone. 

* '■'^Ut tu f»f tki time hut n(tij%l woe^ 

9h€i a kmU kem hftnUnd mitk §v griifs,] Let ' «• now 
indulge in Tot^pw, fmce there it. abundhmt caufe for it. England 
has been \or\^ \u a fcene of coufufion, and its calamities have 
anticipated our icart, fiy thofe which wc now ibed, we only /ay 
htt wbni it her dnc. MAtOMf . 

I believe the pi in meaning of the paflage is this t-^At prcvioufly 
we have found fuBicient caufe for larnentalion, let 111 nOt Wafte the 
prefent time in fupcifluout fonow. STuvEMt* 
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This England never did, (nor never ftiall,) 
Lie at the proud foot of a conqueror, 
But when it firll did help to wound itfclF. 
Now thcfc her priaces arc come home again, 
Corac the three corners of the world in nrms, 
Aad we (hail ihock them : Nought £bail make us 

If England to itfelf do reft hot true.' {txtunU 

* // England to H/flf da rtJUvHrut.] This fcntimmt fccBI bor« 

tOircd from tlic cuftclufion of tl)C old pbif : 

" If Riigl.uul'i peers aod people join in onf, 

Nor pope, nor t rance, nor Spam, can do ibem wrong." 
Apin, inf. Hepty VI, P^ IU: 

♦» of llfdf 

*' Euglm 1 \s fife, if true wilhin itftlf.'" SriEViNS. 
ShakCpeare's conclurioa fecms rather lo have been borrowed 
from thcfe twolinet of the old pUf: 

» Ul England live hui ttm wiUh Ufilf^ 

«^ Aod all the world cao never wrong her fiau.** 

Malone, 

** Brother, brother, we may be both in the wrong this fen- 
timent might originate from 4 Difcwr/t 0/ Rikitlitn,, drawnt 
forth Jor lo warnt tht wtmton Willis iow lo k$fft tknr HMdiMthtir 
SkiMldtn^ by r. Cliurcluard, lamo. iSyo: 

*^ O Uritayiic bloud, raarke ihis ai my dcGre — 

«• If that fon Itickc together at yon ought 

«• This lyttle yle may fet the world at nonghl.** 

. Stievens. 

The tragedy of King Joku^ tboagh not written with tbc utmoft 
power of Shafcrpeare, i% varied whh a vtry pleating interchangt 
of incidentt aod cbaraAert. Th« lady's grief is very affcfiiog } 

aud llic cli.uader of tlic B Hard contains ilut mixture of ^realMtU 
and levity which this auiitor delighted to exhibit. Juhn&on. 
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